
 

July 11, 2006 
MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR  
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Torrance City Council convened in an adjourned regular session at 7:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, July 11, 2006 in City Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Councilmembers Guyton, Mauno, McIntyre, Nowatka, Scotto, 

Witkowsky, and Mayor Walker. 
 

Absent: None. 
 

Also Present: City Manager Jackson, City Attorney Fellows, 
   City Clerk Herbers, and other staff representatives. 
 
2. FLAG SALUTE 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilmember Mauno. 
 

Councilmember Guyton gave the non-sectarian invocation. 
 
3. AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING/WAIVE FURTHER READING 

MOTION:  Councilmember Scotto moved to accept and file the report of the City 
Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Nowatka and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 

 

MOTION:  Councilmember Scotto moved that after the City Clerk has read aloud 
the number and title to any resolution or ordinance on the meeting agenda, the further 
reading thereof shall be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the 
right to demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in regular order.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Nowatka and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
4. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN AND DEFERRED ITEMS 

 None. 
 
5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mayor Walker asked that the meeting be adjourned in memory of J. Walker Owens 
who passed away June 23, 2006. 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS OF OUTGOING CITY COUNCIL 
 
6. COMMUNITY MATTERS 
 
6A. GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION OF JUNE 6, 2006 – RESULTS OF VOTES CAST 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Clerk that City Council adopt Resolution No. 2006-57 
declaring the results of the Municipal Election consolidated on the Los Angeles 
County Primary Election held on June 6, 2006. 
The City Clerk requests that the Mayor give the oath of office to the City Clerk and 
that the duly sworn City Clerk give the oath of office to the incoming Mayor, 
Councilmembers and City Treasurer. 

  City Council 
 1 July 11, 2006 



 

 
 Mayor Walker announced that this was the time and place to make official the 
results of the June 6, 2006 General Municipal Election.  City Clerk Herbers confirmed that 
the results of the voting in each precinct and in the City as a whole were accurately 
enumerated in the proposed Resolution declaring the results of the election. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2006-57 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE RECITING THE FACT OF THE GENERAL MUNICIPAL 
ELECTION HELD ON JUNE 6, 2006, DECLARING THE RESULT AND 
SUCH OTHER MATTERS AS PROVIDED BY LAW 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Nowatka moved for the adoption of Planning 
Commission Resolution No. 2006-57.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Witkowsky and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
 Mayor Walker announced the results of the election as follows, noting that all were 
elected to a full term of four years:  

Mayor -   Frank Scotto received 15,433 votes 
Councilmembers –  Bill Sutherland received 11,003 votes 

Tom Brewer received 10,674 votes 
Pat McIntyre received 10,150 votes  

City Clerk –   Sue Herbers received 17,016 votes 
City Treasurer –  Linda Barnett received 18,715 votes 

 
6B. OATH OF OFFICE FOR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

Mayor Walker gave the oath of office to City Clerk Herbers and presented her with 
a certificate of election. 

 
City Clerk Herbers gave the oath of office to City Treasurer Linda Barnett, 

Councilmembers Tom Brewer, Pat McIntyre, Bill Sutherland and Mayor Frank Scotto. 
 
6C. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS BY COUNCILMEMBERS 

Councilmembers Witkowsky, Nowatka, McIntyre, and Councilmember/Mayor-Elect 
Scotto commended outgoing Mayor Dan Walker and outgoing Councilmembers  
Mike Mauno and Rod Guyton for their service and wished them well in future endeavors. 

 
Councilmembers Mauno and Guyton made farewell statements. 
 
Mayor Walker gave a farewell speech, commenting on his accomplishments, and 

expressed thanks and gratitude for his 26 years of service to the City of Torrance. 
 
6D. RECESS AND RECEPTION 
 The City Council recessed from 7:44 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS OF THE INCOMING CITY COUNCIL 

City Council reconvened with Councilmembers Brewer, McIntyre, Nowatka, 
Sutherland and Witkowsky and Mayor Scotto present. 

 
Mayor Scotto invited remarks from the elected officials. 
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City Clerk Herbers thanked the public for their vote of confidence and introduced 
family members. 

 
City Treasurer Barnett thanked outgoing members of the City Council for their 

service.  She expressed appreciation for support received from all departments, 
commended her staff for their commitment, and introduced family members. 

 
Councilmember McIntyre thanked voters for reelecting her and stated that she 

would do her best to fulfill their expectations and was looking forward to working with a 
new team.  She noted that it was her 47th wedding anniversary. 

 
Councilmember Sutherland thanked his wife for her support and introduced family 

members.  Noting that his election was the result of a team effort, he thanked all who were 
involved and stated that opinions will be received with respect and voters’ trust will not be 
betrayed. 

 
Councilmember Brewer introduced members of his family.  He acknowledged the 

service given to the City by Councilmembers Mauno and Guyton and Mayor Walker.  He 
thanked the voters and the volunteers who spent countless hours on his behalf.  Noting 
that his campaign was a grass roots effort, he vowed to listen to residents’ concerns.  He 
commented on the fine quality of the City’s employees. 

 
Mayor Scotto introduced family members present at the meeting.  He thanked all 

who had assisted during his two-year campaign with a special presentation to Sandi Monda, 
Dee Hardison and his wife, Cindy.  He stated that he had heard the message from the 
citizens of Torrance and would be bringing forward some issues under Orals that he hopes 
to address in the near future.  He commented on the great team that is in place, including 
City employees, and stated that he was looking forward to the work ahead.  

 
Councilmember Witkowsky stated that, as a team player, she was looking forward 

to working with the new Council. 
 
Councilmember Nowatka commented on the campaign process and indicated that 

he was eager to go forward with the new Council. 
 
7. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
7A. INVESTMENT REPORT FOR MAY 2006 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Treasurer that City Council accept and file the 
monthly investment report for the month of May 2006. 

 
7B. CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF TWO EXECUTIVE HANGARS 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the General Services Director that City Council: 
1) Award a contract to Action Contractors for $357,756 with a 5% contingency of 

$17,888 for construction of Two Executive Hangars (FEAP #375); 
2) Authorize a 10% project management fee and $5,000 for certified inspection 

fees; and 
3) Appropriate $57,164.21 from the Airport Enterprise Fund for this project. 
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7C. CONTRACT FOR EAST ANNEX CHILLER SEISMIC RETROFIT 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the General Services Director that City Council: 
1) Award a contract to HVAC Mechanical for $11,400 with a 5% contingency of 

$570 for Chiller Seismic Retrofit at the East Annex Building (FEAP #617); and 
2) Appropriate $11,970 from the Building Maintenance and Facilities Fund. 

 
7D. CONTRACT FOR PAINTING OF PARK RESTROOMS 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the General Services Director that City Council: 
1) Award a contract to DCL Construction for $22,500 with a 5% contingency of 

$1,125 for repairs to various City park restrooms (FEAP #461); 
2) Award a purchase order to Mason Brothers Painting for $8,475 with a 5% 

contingency of $424 for painting of various City park restrooms (FEAP #461);  
3) Approve a 10% project management fee of $3,098; and 
4) Appropriate $622 from the Capital Project Maintenance Fund. 

 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Witkowsky moved for the approval of Consent 
Calendar Items 7A through 7D.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember McIntyre 
and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 
11. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 
11A. FILLING UNEXPIRED TERM OF COUNCILMEMBER SCOTTO 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Clerk that City Council give directions to the City 
Clerk and City staff for filling the vacant seat (term expiring in June 2008) created 
by the election of Councilmember Scotto as Mayor.  The office remains vacant 
until a successor is appointed or elected. 

 Responding to questions from the Council, City Attorney Fellows and City Clerk 
Herbers provided clarification regarding the procedure for filling a vacant Council seat. 

 
 Patrick Fury, President of Northwest Torrance Homeowners Association, voiced 
support for the appointment process due to the expense involved in holding a special election.  

 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Witkowsky moved to accept applications to fill the 
vacancy on the City Council.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and 
passed by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
City Clerk Herbers announced that applications will be available in the City Clerk’s 

office beginning July 17; that the deadline to return applications will be Wednesday, August 2, 
at 5:30 p.m.; and that the appointment will be made at the August 8 City Council meeting. 
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11B. TORRANCE RECURRENT RECREATION EMPLOYEES MEMORANDUM OF INTENT 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council adopt a Memorandum of 
Intent between the Torrance Recurrent Recreation Employees Organization 
(TRREO) and the representatives of the City of Torrance to be referenced by the 
City Council for the purpose of fixing an effective date for changes in compensation. 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Witkowsky moved for the adoption of the TRREO 
Memorandum of Intent.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember McIntyre and 
passed by unanimous roll call vote. 
 

* 
 The Council met as the Redevelopment Agency from 9:05 p.m. to 9:07 p.m. 

* 
 
 
16. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
16A. City Manager Jackson welcomed the new Council and Mayor, noting that staff was 
available to assist them. 
 
16B. City Clerk Herbers thanked City Clerk staff members for assisting during the meeting. 
 
16C. Councilmember Sutherland thanked staff for providing tours and information 
regarding the various functions of City departments. 
 
16D. Councilmember Witkowsky congratulated incoming Councilmembers and Mayor. 
 
16E. Mayor Scotto, with the concurrence of the Council, requested that staff bring an 
item forward regarding the implementation of an ethics code by way of a Blue Ribbon 
Committee to be made up of 15 community members who are charged with the 
responsibility of developing a code of conduct and ethics statement for City officials.  
 
16F. Mayor Scotto asked that staff bring an item forward regarding possible 
amendments to the City Council Rules of Order, suggesting that consideration be given to 
placing time constraints on public comment under oral communications, rotating the order 
of Councilmember comments, and adjusting City Council meeting times.  
 
16G. Mayor Scotto, with the concurrence of the Council, asked that staff explore the 
costs involved in implementing an electronic voting system for Council meetings. 
 
16H. Mayor Scotto, with the concurrence of the Council, requested that the item on 
oversized vehicles/ RV parking be returned directly to the City Council for consideration 
instead of going to the Community Planning and Design Committee. 
 
16I. Mayor Scotto, with the concurrence of the Council, requested that staff bring an 
item forward regarding the establishment of a commissioner policy training class to 
include an understanding of City Government, open meeting requirements, the role of a 
commissioner, and the Brown Act, with the class being a requirement prior to applying for 
a commission appointment. 
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16J. Mayor Scotto, with the concurrence of the Council, asked to have staff bring 
forward an item setting forth a time and place to hold City Council meetings in various areas 
of the City two or three times a year, with issues to include items directly related to those 
particular areas and the first such meeting to be scheduled in the North Torrance area. 
 
16K. Dr. Patty Boge, Area G Veterinary Disaster Team, commended Mayor Scotto on his 
election and expressed gratitude for the encouragement of Chief Herren in her work. 
 
16L. Tim Cummings, Torrance Fire Fighters Association, offered congratulations to the 
new Councilmembers and Mayor. 
 
17. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 None. 
 
18. ADJOURNMENT 

At 9:25 p.m., the meeting was adjourned to Tuesday, July 18, 2006 at 5:30 p.m. 
for an executive session, with the regular meeting commencing at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers.   

 
 

Adjourned in Memory of 
J. Walker Owens 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 /s/ Frank Scotto 
Attest: Frank Scotto 
 Mayor of the City of Torrance 
/s/ Sue Herbers  
Sue Herbers Approved on August 22, 2006 

City Clerk of the City of Torrance  
 

Sue Sweet  City Council 
Recording Secretary 6 July 11, 2006 


