
  City Council 
  June 10, 1997 
 1 

         June 10, 1997 
 
MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR  
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The Torrance City Council convened in an adjourned regular session at          
5:38 P.M. on Tuesday, June 10, 1997, in the City Council Chambers at Torrance City 
Hall. 
 
 ROLL CALL 
 
 Present: Councilmembers Cribbs, Lee, Messerlian, Nakano, O’Donnell, 
   Walker and Mayor Hardison. 
 
 Absent: None. 
 
 Also Present: City Manager Jackson, City Attorney Fellows, 
   City Clerk Herbers and other staff representatives. 
 

* 
 Agenda Item No. 20 was considered out of order at this time. 
 
20. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 At 5:39 P.M. the Council recessed to a closed session pursuant to California 
Government Code Sections 54956.6, 54956.9(a) and 54956.8 to confer with the City 
Manager and the City Attorney on the agenda matters listed under Item No. 20.a.1, 
“Conference with Labor Negotiator,” 20.1.2, “Conference with Legal Counsel - Existing 
Litigation,” and 20.a.3, “Real Property - Conference with Real Property Negotiator.” 

 
* 

 At 7:20 P.M. the Council returned to Council Chambers and the meeting 
reconvened in regular agenda order. 
 
2. FLAG SALUTE/INVOCATION 
 
 Boy Scout Troop #310, Bruce Maass, Scoutmaster, led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 Captain Doug Tollerud, The Salvation Army, gave the invocation for the meeting. 
 
3. AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING/WAIVE FURTHER READING 
 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Lee moved to accept and file the report of the City 
Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Cribbs and, there being no objection, it was so ordered by Mayor 
Hardison. 
 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Lee moved that, after the City Clerk has read number 
and title to any resolution or ordinance on the agenda for this meeting, the further 
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reading thereof shall be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the 
right to demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in regular order.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Cribbs and, there being no objection, it was so 
ordered by Mayor Hardison. 
 
4. WITHDRAWN/DEFERRED ITEMS 
 
 City Manager Jackson announced the withdrawal of Agenda Item No. 10a 
(Establishment of Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA), Local Law Enforcement Block 
Grant, Local Advisory Board:  Appointment of Board Members, Identification of Duties 
and Sunset for Authority to Meet). 
 
5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Budget Hearings    
 Tuesday, June 10, 1997 
 Tuesday, June 17, 1997 
 7:00 P.M., Council Chambers 
 
 Finance and Governmental Operations Committee 
 Tuesday, June 24, 1997 
 5:30 P.M., Third Floor Assembly Room 
 Subject:  Visitor’s Bureau Request for Additional Funding 
 
6. COMMUNITY MATTERS 
 
 At the Council’s request, staff provided detailed input regarding the ballots for the 
Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District which were recently distributed to 
property owners in Torrance as a result of Proposition 218. 
 
 Following comments from the Council, City Manager Jackson verified staff’s 
willingness to explore the idea of compiling an informational booklet about the 
Landscaping and Lighting Assessment District ballots.  He advised the Council of the 
need for discussion on how the City, as a property owner, will cast its ballot. 
 
 The Council discussed that no property owner is exempt from the assessment 
and that property owners who are not United States’ citizens can cast ballots. 
 
 City Clerk Herbers invited interested parties to obtain relevant written material in 
the City Clerk’s office. 
 
7. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
7a. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - May 20, 1997. 
 
 
 
7b. POLICE DEPARTMENT FURNITURE PROJECT 
 
 Considered separately (see below). 
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7c. COUNCIL AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR CELLULAR SERVICE 
 
 Considered separately (see page 4). 
 
7d. RESURFACING OF CABRILLO AVENUE 
 
 Considered separately (see page 6). 
 
7e. ANTICIPATED ANNUAL EXPENDITURE NOT TO EXCEED $441,785.25 
 
 Recommendation 
 
 The Director of Street Services Recommends that the City Council 
 authorize that a purchase order be issued to Blue Diamond Materials 
 of Irwindale, California, in the anticipated amount not to exceed $441,785.25 
 for the sole source purchase of asphalt plant mix. 
 
 MOTION:  Councilmember O’Donnell moved for the approval of Consent 
Calendar Item Nos. 7a and 7e.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Walker 
and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 
 

* 
 Consent Calendar Item Nos. 7b, 7c and 7d were considered separately at this 
time. 
 
7b. POLICE DEPARTMENT FURNITURE PROJECT 
 
 Recommendation 
 
 The City Manager and the Acting Chief of Police recommend that the 
 City Council concur with the following: 
 
 o That Council approve the Police Department furniture project for 
  Detective, Special Investigations and Traffic Divisions at a cost 
  not to exceed $250,000; 
 
 o That Council appropriate $140,000 in reimbursement funds 
  returned to the City of Torrance from FEMA for riot related  
  expenses to partially fund the project; and 
 
 o That the remainder of the funding will be allocated through a 
  combination of block grant funding and asset forfeiture. 
 
 Supplemental written material of record distributed at the meeting included a 
June 9, 1997 memorandum addressed to the Council from Acting Police Chief Herren 
addressing questions concerning this project. 
 
 Responding to inquiries from the Council, Acting Police Chief Herren provided 
input on the funding sources for the project.  He advised the Council of the revised staff 
recommendation that funding shall be provided with $140,000 of FEMA reimbursements 
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and that the remaining funding of approximately $110,000 shall be provided using 
unappropriated asset forfeiture funds. 
 
 City Manager Jackson clarified that the advisory committee will make non-
binding recommendations to staff. 
 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Lee moved for the approval of Consent Calendar Item 
No. 7b as recommended by staff, including the supplemental information about funding.  
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Messerlian and passed by unanimous roll 
call vote. 
 
7c. COUNCIL AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR CELLULAR SERVICE 
 
 Recommendation 
 
 The Information Systems Director recommends that the Council: 
 
 1. Accept the proposal and award a contract to AirTouch Cellular 
  in the amount of $26,000; 
 2. Reject all other proposals; 
 3. Authorize staff to prepare a standard contract; and 
 4. Authorize the Mayor to execute, and the City Clerk to attest to 
  the contract on behalf of the City. 
 
 Councilmember Lee related his intent to abstain from consideration of this item. 
 
 Following a request from the Council, Communications Coordinator Kim provided 
background information on the staff recommendation in favor of AirTouch Cellular.  He 
verified that employee plans were not factored into staff’s determination; that changing 
cellular telephone numbers would not be a long process, but would be an inconvenience 
to the City’s safety operations; that both the AirTouch Cellular and Arjay 
Telecommunications’ plans offer fraud protection and have the roaming feature; that the 
proposals were evaluated solely on the benefits to the City; and that an AirTouch 
representative might not have been present to provide input due to confusion over when 
this item would be presented for the Council’s consideration. 
 
 Fire Chief Adams and Acting Police Chief Herren offered input on the Fire and 
Police Departments’ concerns over changing their cellular telephone numbers, which 
could create some operational inefficiencies and possibly impact public safety. 
 
 The Council observed that Arjay Telecommunications apparently proposed better 
prices and free telephones. 
 City Manager Jackson advised that free telephones provided by a vendor might 
violate administrative guidelines on gratuities.  He affirmed that, when this previously 
came forward for the Council’s consideration, there was discussion on changing 
telephones and telephone numbers. 
 
 Communications Supervisor Gallo supplied clarification regarding cellular service 
rates offered as reflected on page 5 of the staff report. 
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 The Vice President of Arjay Telecommunications (name inaudible), 23215 
Hawthorne Boulevard, explained his opinion as to why Arjay Telecommunications should 
be awarded the contract.  He discussed the following:  that the difference between his 
company’s proposal and AirTouch Cellular’s is actually greater than that identified by 
staff; that Arjay Telecommunications is the only authorized carrier of satellite telephones; 
that they provide loaner telephones to customers in the event their telephones need 
repair; that the receipt of free telephones by employees is not considered a special 
gratuity; that L.A. Cellular has a much wider range than AirTouch; that it would take only 
two to three minutes to switch over from one system to another; that most resellers 
prefer L.A. Cellular because they have less problems with fraud; and that Arjay’s bid 
included 150 minutes of free air time and 240 minutes of free mobile to mobile per 
month, which would be a substantial savings.    He recommended the use of pagers in 
conjunction with cellular telephones and requested that the contract be awarded to Arjay 
Telecommunications in that the price would be less, the latest technology would be 
provided and a Torrance business would be given a chance to prove itself. 
 
 Councilmember O’Donnell voiced her opinion that this item basically consists of 
the Council’s consideration of cellular telephone use for emergencies and that employee 
plans as options should not be discussed at this time. 
 
 The Operations Manager for Arjay Telecommunications (name inaudible), 23215 
Hawthorne Boulevard, provided additional information regarding the programming of 
new cellular telephone numbers.  He described Arjay’s experience in handling situations 
involving fraud and highlighted their experience in handling accounts for various 
governmental operations.  He asked the Council to take a closer look at this situation 
and give Arjay a chance to work with the City of Torrance. 
 
 Mr. Martin Randall, Arjay Telecommunications, 24207 Hawthorne Boulevard, 
commented on Arjay Telecommunications’ trustworthiness and dependability.   
 
 Mr. Walter Berkley, Esq., Berkley, Greenberg, Fields and Whitman, 21515 
Hawthorne Boulevard, Suite 450, representing Arjay Telecommunications and speaking 
as a member of the business community/consumer of Arjay’s product, contended that 
the service and technology provided by Arjay Telecommunications would be superior to 
that provided by AirTouch Cellular.  He voiced his hope that Arjay’s participation as a 
member of the Torrance business community would be taken into account. 
 
 Mayor Hardison asked if an AirTouch Cellular representative was present at the 
meeting.  No one came forward to speak. 
 
 The Council mentioned that, as part of the determination, the parent companies 
of Arjay Telecommunications and AirTouch Cellular should have been determined.  The 
Council questioned at what point the cost savings would make it appropriate to change 
over, thereby creating some short-term operational inefficiencies with the City’s safety 
operations. 
 
 Acting Police Chief Herren mentioned that under cover police officers sometimes 
use pagers as another method of contact and he speculated that any problems which 
might occur with the change over would be centered more around inconvenience than 
safety. 
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 Councilmember Walker expressed his discomfort with the idea of requiring the 
City’s participation in marketing and advertising plans, as would be the case with 
AirTouch Cellular.  He pointed out that Arjay Telecommunications is a local company; 
that they proposed a discounted price; that there was a major difference between the 
two companies with regard to the long-term costs and the employee plans; and that the 
change over would only be a one-time inconvenience. 
 
 Councilmember O’Donnell voiced her concern that a representative from 
AirTouch Cellular was not present at the meeting.  She stated her preference for 
additional information about MCI prior to making a determination on this matter. 
 
 Mayor Hardison indicated that she could be convinced to consider a different 
recommendation; but, in the absence of a representative from AirTouch Cellular, she 
related her support for holding this item over for one week. 
 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Messerlian moved to hold over Consent Calendar 
Item No. 7c for one week.  The motion as seconded by Councilmember O’Donnell and 
passed by unanimous roll call vote, with Councilmember Lee abstaining. 
 
 In response to a question from the Council, representatives from Arjay 
Telecommunications verified that Arjay is a privately owned company. 
 
7d. RESURFACING OF CABRILLO AVENUE 
 
 Recommendation 
 
 The Street Services Director recommends that the City Council authorize 
 that a contract be issued for the resurfacing of Cabrillo Avenue from 
 Torrance Boulevard to Carson Street and Nadine Circle from Maple Avenue 
 to Maple Avenue to Silvia Construction Inc. of Rancho Cucamonga, 
 California, in the anticipated amount of $139,642 plus a 5% contingency of 
 $6,983 for a total of $146,625. 
 
 In answer to questions from the Council, Street Services Director Garcia 
provided input regarding the addendum issued for this bid and Silvia Construction Inc.’s 
compliance with the mandatory bidding requirements via attendance at a pre-proposal 
meeting on April 24, 1997. 
 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Cribbs moved for the approval of Consent Calendar 
Item No. 7d.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Messerlian and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

* 
10. POLICE/FIRE 
 
10a. BUREAU OF JUSTICE ASSISTANCE (BJA), LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 BLOCK GRANT, LOCAL ADVISORY BOARD 
 
 Withdrawn, see page 2. 
 
13. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
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13a. GROUND LEASE AND LANDLORD’S ESTOPPEL CERTIFICATE 
 
 Recommendation 
 
 The City Manager and the Land Management Team recommend that Council 
 approve the sixth amendment to the ground lease and an Estoppel Certificate 
 for Airport Plaza Associates II on the Airport Plaza Shopping Center located at 
 2733 Pacific Coast Highway, Torrance, and authorize the Mayor and the City 
 Clerk to execute and attest to these documents. 
 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Walker moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Lee and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
13b. FUNDING INCREASE FOR TORRANCE CULTURAL ARTS CENTER 
 
 Recommendation 
 
 The General Services Director and the City Manager recommend the 
 reallocation and appropriation of excess funding support from the Parks 
 & Recreation Fund to the Cultural Arts Center Fund in the amount of 
 $250,000. 
 
 Supplemental written material of record included a June 10, 1997 memorandum 
addressed to the Council from General Services Director Tilden providing additional 
information relevant to this item. 
 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Walker moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Lee and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13c. PROPOSED DEPARTMENT REORGANIZATIONS 
 
 Recommendation 
 
 The City Manager recommends that the Council concur with the 
 proposed General Services Department and Public Right of Way 
 Reorganizations. 
 
 The primary elements of the proposed reorganization were outlined by City 
Manager Jackson.  He verified that Council action at this time should exclude Cultural 
Arts and the Airport. 
 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Lee moved to concur with the General Services 
Director’s recommendation in favor of reorganizing the General Services Department to 
create divisions of Facility Services, Office Services and Facilities Operations, excluding 
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Cultural Arts and the Airport.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Cribbs and 
passed by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 City Manager Jackson answered inquires from the Council with regard to the 
proposed Public Right of Way reorganization.  He verified that this would not be done on 
a piecemeal basis; provided input on the anticipated time frame for creating the class 
specifications and job descriptions; offered input on the procedures which would be 
implemented should this reorganization be unsuccessful. 
 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Lee moved to concur with the proposed Public Right 
of Way reorganization in concept, thereby adding a Streetscape Services Division in the 
Street Services Department, with the understanding that this item shall be returned to 
the Council in six months pending memoranda of understanding and class specification 
discussions.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Cribbs and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote.  
  
 The Council clarified that the motion was for approval of the reorganization in 
concept and that it is subject to negotiations with related employee groups. 
 
 The Council suggested that the changes to the City’s tree policy should be 
highlighted for purposes of clarity.  Information relative to the changes, particularly tree 
replacements, was provided by City Manager Jackson.  He entertained the idea of 
referring this back to the Streetscape Team for discussion of whether various tree areas 
in the community should be given special consideration and exempted from this policy. 
 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Messerlian moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the City Manager regarding special zones for various areas of trees.  
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Cribbs and passed by unanimous roll call 
vote. 
 
 The Council agreed that, prior to consideration by the Council, the proposed 
Cultural Arts Center and Airport positions should be reviewed by the Finance and 
Governmental Operations Committee. 
 
14. HEARINGS 
 
14a. FIRST PUBLIC HEARING RE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FY 1997-1999 
 
 Recommendation 
 
 The City Manager recommends that the Mayor announce the public hearing; 
 ask if anyone wishes to be heard; and, should there be no objections, the 
 Council make a motion to continue the hearing to Tuesday, June 17, 1997. 
 
 Mayor Hardison opened the public hearing. 
 
 In response to a question from Ms. Shirley Turner, 23216 Juniper Avenue, the 
Council verified that the proposed budget will also be considered at the Council meeting 
of June 17, 1997.  Ms. Turner reaffirmed the concerns of the Friends of the Madrona 
Marsh relative to funding. 
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 MOTION:  Councilmember Lee moved to continue the public hearing to         
June 17, 1997.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Cribbs and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
18. ADDENDUM MATTERS 
 
18a. RESOLUTION NO. 97-69 HONORING HENRY E. “CHIP” SCHOLZ 
 
 City Clerk Herbers read aloud the title of Resolution No. 97-69.   
 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Messerlian moved for the adoption of Resolution    
No. 97-69.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Cribbs and passed by a 6-1 
majority roll call vote, with Councilmember Nakano dissenting. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 97-69 
 
  A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
  TORRANCE HONORING HENRY E. “CHIP” SCHOLZ FOR 
  HIS SERVICE AS PRESIDENT OF THE TORRANCE AREA 
  CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
 
19. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
19a. City Manager Jackson advised Councilmember Cribbs that staff is in the process 
of defining where the directional freeway signs for the Torrance Cultural Arts Center 
should be placed. 
 
19b. Councilmember O’Donnell announced the upcoming rabies clinic to be offered on 
Friday, June 20, 1997, 7:00 A.M. to 8:30 A.M., at McMaster Park. 
 
 
 
20. EXECUTIVE SESSION   
 
 For additional executive session information see page 1. 
 
 Following a brief recess at 8:50 P.M., the Council returned to closed session 
pursuant to California Government Code Sections 54956.6, 54956.9(a) and 54956.8 to 
confer with the City Manager and the City Attorney on the agenda matters listed under 
Item Nos. 20.a.1, “Conference with Labor Negotiator,” 20.1.2, “Conference with Legal 
Counsel - Existing Litigation,” and 20.a.3, “Real Property  - Conference with Real 
Property Negotiator.” 
 
21. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 At 9:55 P.M., the meeting was adjourned to a Livable Communities Workshop on 
Tuesday, June 17, 1997, 5:30 P.M., to be followed by the regular meeting at 7:00 P.M.  


