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February 9, 2010 
MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR  
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Torrance City Council convened in an adjourned regular session at 
7:01 p.m. on Tuesday, February 9, 2010 in City Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Councilmembers Barnett, Brewer, Furey, Numark, Rhilinger, 

Sutherland, and Mayor Scotto. 
 

Also Present: City Manager Jackson, Assistant City Attorney Sullivan,  
City Clerk Herbers, and other staff representatives. 

 

2. FLAG SALUTE/INVOCATION 

The flag salute was led by Transit Director Turner. 
 
Councilmember Rhilinger gave the non-sectarian invocation. 
 

3.  REPORT OF CITY CLERK ON POSTING OF THE AGENDA / MOTION TO 
WAIVE FURTHER READING  
 
City Clerk Herbers reported that the agenda was posted on the Public Notice 

Board at 3031 Torrance Boulevard on Thursday, February 4, 2010. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Furey moved that after the City Clerk has read aloud 

the number and title to any resolution or ordinance on the meeting agenda, the further 
reading thereof shall be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the 
right to demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in regular order.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Numark and passed by unanimous roll call 
vote. 

4. WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED OR SUPPLEMENTAL ITEMS – None. 
 
5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

City Clerk Herbers announced that nominations for mayor, three city council 
seats, city clerk and city treasurer would open on Tuesday, February 16, and continue 
through Friday, March 12, 2010, with additional information available by contacting the 
City Clerk’s office at 310.618.2870 or by visiting the website www.TorranceCA.gov. 

 
City Clerk Herbers reminded those eligible for commission appointments that 

applications for seats on five commissions need to be received in the City Clerk’s office 
no later than 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, February 17. 

 
Public Works Director Beste reported that potholes were being temporarily filled 

with asphalt due to the constant rain, which will be replaced with hot mix once the 
weather dries up.  He urged residents to drive cautiously and carefully through the rain. 
 
6. COMMUNITY MATTERS 
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6A. PROCLAMATION RE “AMERICAN HEART MONTH” 
 
 Mayor Scotto presented a proclamation declaring the month of February 2010 as 
American Heart Month in the City of Torrance to American Heart Association volunteer 
Joan Waddell. 
 
6B. RECOGNITION OF SOUTH BAY COACH OF THE YEAR  
 
 Mayor Scotto presented a certificate to Serra High school football coach  
Scott Altenberg in recognition of his achievements as South Bay Coach of the Year. 
 
7. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1 
 
7A. William Pruvost, 2010 Census Complete Count Committee, explained the uses of 
census data in assisting the City with decisions that rely on demographics such as 
housing, business and emergency services, and receiving federal grants.  He 
encouraged residents to complete the questionnaire and be counted. 
 
7B. Debbie Hays, Torrance Historical Society, invited staff and public to meet Daily 
Breeze columnist John Bogert at the Torrance Historical Society Museum on Sunday, 
February 21, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
 
7C. Janet Payne, Torrance, announced a fundraiser on Wednesday, February 24, 
from 5:00 – 9:00 p.m. at the Red Car Brewery, 1256 Sartori, with 15% of pre-tax food 
sales to be donated to the Relay for Life. 
 
7D. Bonnie Mae Barnard, Save Historic Old Torrance, announced the “Wine and 
Win” fundraiser at the Toyota Automobile Museum on Saturday, March 13, with 
additional information available at 310.320.0629 or www.savehistoricoldtorrance.com. 
 
7E. Bonnie Mae Barnard announced the Torrance Hope Chapel rummage sale on 
Saturday, February 27, from 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., at 3555 Lomita Boulevard and 
encouraged those wanting to stretch their food dollar to purchase from 
www.thetreasurebox.org which offers $75 to $100 worth of groceries for $30. 
 
8. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
8A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Clerk that City Council approve the City Council 
minutes of December 8, December 15, and December 22, 2009. 

 
 
 
8B. APPROVAL OF EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION B-17 EXHIBIT 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Airport Commission and General Services Director that City 
Council: 
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1) Approve the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) displaying their B-17 
Bomber at the Torrance Municipal Airport - Zamperini Field April 8-12, 2010; 

2) Designate the EAA event as a special exhibit under Section 46.8.10 of the 
Torrance Municipal Code which exempts such events from aircraft noise 
regulations; 

3) Allow the EAA to conduct flights for hire subject to FAA guidelines; and 
4) Approve funding for this event in the amount of $5,742.22. 
 

8C. AGREEMENTS RE CRENSHAW BOULEVARD REHABILITATION PROJECT 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Public Works Director that City Council:  
1) Award a consulting services agreement in the amount of $92,665 and for a 

term through January 31, 2011 to KOA Corporation-CBM Consulting to 
perform full-time construction inspection and part-time construction 
administration services for the Crenshaw Boulevard Rehabilitation 
(Sepulveda Boulevard to Maricopa Street), T-51, ESPL-5249(019); and 

2) Award a consulting services agreement in the amount of $72,720 and for a 
term through June 30, 2011 to Labelle-Marvin, Inc. to perform materials 
testing and paving compaction testing services for the Crenshaw Boulevard 
Rehabilitation (Sepulveda Boulevard to Maricopa Street), T-51, ESPL-
5249(019). 

 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Sutherland moved for the approval of Consent 
Calendar Items 8A through 8C.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer 
and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
9. COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 
9A. APPROVAL OF PUEBLO PARK PROJECT 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Parks and Recreation Commission and the Community 
Services Director that City Council: 
1) Approve the conceptual Pueblo Park Project; and 
2)   Adopt a Resolution to apply for Proposition 84 Grant Funds. 
 

 With the aid of slides, Community Services Director Jones reviewed the 
proposed Pueblo Park Project in the eastern sector of the City on Del Amo Boulevard.  
He explained that the existing Pueblo Park consists of two parcels separated by three 
privately owned lots and the proposed project would consolidate the park into one site.  
He noted that this area is one of the most underserved areas in the City in terms of 
parkland and nearby residents strongly support the park.  He advised that staff was 
recommending that the City apply for Proposition 84 grant funds to pay for the project, 
which is estimated to cost $2.3 million.   
 
 Mayor Scotto asked about plans for 2252 Del Amo Boulevard, which is one of the 
two parcels currently being used for the park. 
 
 Community Services Director Jones reported that the 75 x 100 foot lot could be 
sold for residential development because it is zoned R-1. 
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 Councilmember Sutherland suggested that the lot be retained as a parking lot for 
the new park. 
 
 Jeanne Lenehan, Cathann Street, expressed concerns that no estimate has 
been provided regarding the cost of maintaining the park and about the potential that the 
City would be responsible for cost overruns during the construction process.  She related 
her belief that the State should not be going into debt to provide funding for park projects 
given the current State budget crisis. 
 
 Ruben Ordaz, Del Amo Boulevard, voiced support for the project, noting that the 
park is greatly needed. 
 
 Community Services Director Jones reported that the cost for maintaining the 
new park is not expected to exceed the cost of maintaining the two existing parcels. 
 
 Sr. Administrative Analyst Orpe clarified that Proposition 84 is a voter-approved 
bond act, which allocates $386 million for park improvements throughout California to be 
awarded via the competitive bid process.  He noted that the City’s only obligation in 
accepting funds is to build the park in a timely manner and maintain it for public use. 
 
 MOTION: Councilmember Furey moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Numark and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2010-13 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AUTHORIZING THE APPLICATION FOR STATEWIDE PARK PROGRAM 
GRANT FUNDS FOR THE PUEBLO PARK RENOVATION PROJECT 

  
MOTION:  Councilmember Rhilinger moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 

2010-13.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
9B. DISCONTINUATION OF APPLICATION PROCESS FOR PROPOSITION 84 

GRANT FUNDS RE OCEAN BASIN PROJECT 
 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Parks and Recreation Commission and the Community 
Services Director that City Council discontinue the application process for the 
Proposition 84 Grant Funds for the Ocean Basin Project. 

 
Community Services Director Jones advised that staff was recommending that 

the application process for Proposition 84 grant funds for the Ocean Basin Project be 
discontinued due to lack of community support for the project.   

Ron Melin, Marjorie Avenue, stated that the Ocean Basin is a valuable, unused 
recreational resource in a neighborhood with little open space and related his belief that 
at the very least it should be restored with native vegetation and opened to the public on 
weekends.  He contended that concerns of nearby residents about an increase in crime 
were unsubstantiated as Torrance Police statistics show no increase in crime in 
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neighborhoods adjacent to parks as compared to other parts of the city.  He suggested 
that restoration and upkeep of the basin would give high school students an opportunity 
to complete required community service hours and that the basin would also provide an 
opportunity for scouts to complete Eagle Scout projects. 

 
Dale Lincoln, Wayne Avenue, urged the Council to consider an alternative project 

that would allow for public use of the basin without the potential negative impacts and at 
a fraction of the cost of the original project.  He proposed that the area be restored with 
native vegetation; that a small lookout/rest stop with a bench be built at the existing gate 
off Merrill Street; that the site be closed to daily public use, but available for educational, 
scientific or restoration purposes with permission; and that it be open to the general 
public four days a year, the first weekends of April and May. 

 
Joanie Hall, Merrill Street, voiced objections to developing the basin for public 

use. 
 

 Ron Bury, Ocean Avenue, reported that he attended two meetings on the 
proposed Ocean Basin Project and the community was overwhelmingly opposed to this 
project.   
 
 Jeanne Lenehan, Cathann Street, voiced objections to the proposed project, 
citing potential adverse impacts to nearby residents, including increased noise, traffic 
and crime. 
 
 Debora Bailey, Grant Avenue, stated that her house backs up to the basin and 
she strongly opposes developing it for public use.  She noted that there have been no 
favorable comments about the project prior to tonight’s meeting. 

  
Dorene Atkinson, Cathann Street, urged the Council to reject the project. 
 

 Councilmember Furey pointed out that staff and the Council do pay attention to 
community input, noting that he attended community meetings on this project at which 
residents had expressed concerns that the project was a “done deal” and would go 
forward despite their opposition. 
 
 In response to Councilmember Numark’s inquiry, Community Services Director 
Jones reported that the limited use of the basin as suggested by Mr. Lincoln was not 
considered at the community meetings and confirmed that there was nothing to preclude 
consideration of this option in the future. 
 
 MOTION: Councilmember Furey moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Numark and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 
 
12. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 
12A. APPROVAL OF MARCH 2, 2010 AS CITY COUNCIL DARK NIGHT 
 

Recommendation 
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Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council approve March 2, 2010 
as a City Council dark night. 
 

 Management Aide Cohen reported that staff was recommending that March 2 be 
a City Council dark night so councilmembers on the Ad Hoc Legislative Advocacy 
Committee can travel to Washington, D.C., to meet with legislators. 

 
MOTION: Councilmember Furey moved to concur with the staff 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
12B. ADOPTION OF SEWER SYSTEM MANAGEMENT PLAN i-97 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Public Works Director that City Council adopt the City of 
Torrance Sewer System Management Plan, CIP I-97. 
 
Acting City Engineer Dettle advised that the Sewer System Management Plan is 

designed to minimize the risk of sewer spills, which can result in significant fines. 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Furey moved to concur with the staff 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
12C. 2010 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA AND PRIORITY CAPITAL PROJECTS 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Ad Hoc 2010 State Legislative Advocacy Committee that 
City Council approve the City of Torrance 2010 Legislative Agenda and Priority 
Capital Projects. 
 

 Mayor Scotto, chair of the Ad Hoc 2010 State Legislative Advocacy Committee, 
briefly reviewed the proposed City of Torrance State Priority Capital Projects, including the 
Pueblo Park Renovation Project; Bishop Montgomery Basin Project; Revitalization of 
downtown Torrance; Development of Workforce/Senior housing; Torrance Regional 
Transit Center; Hawthorne Boulevard Rehabilitation Project; Storm Water Basin 
Enhancement Program; and North Torrance Well Field. 
 

MOTION: Councilmember Rhilinger moved to concur with the committee’s 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
12D. RESOLUTIONS RE EMERGENCY SERVICES NURSE POSITION 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council: 
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1) Concur with the Employee Relations Committee of the Civil Service 
Commission by assigning the Emergency Services Nurse to the Professional 
Unit, represented by the Torrance Professional and Supervisory Association 
(TPSA); 

2) Adopt a Resolution amending Certain Full-Time Salaried and Hourly 
Employees Resolution No. 2007-45 to remove the Emergency Services 
Nurse position from the Resolution; and 

3) Adopt a Resolution pursuant to Memoranda of Understanding amending 
Resolution No. 2007-56 to add the Emergency Services Nurse position to the 
Torrance Professional and Supervisory Association (TPSA). 

 
 Assistant City Manager Chaparyan advised that this position was created in 2007 
as a non-Civil Service classification and the incumbent in this position has requested has 
requested assignment to the Professional Unit, currently represented by TPSA. 

 
MOTION: Councilmember Furey moved to concur with the staff 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2010-14 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2007-45 SETTING FORTH CHANGES 
REGARDING THE HOURS, WAGES, AND WORKING CONDITIONS FOR 
CERTAIN FULL TIME SALARIED AND HOURLY EMPLOYEES 

 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Rhilinger moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2010-14.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2010-15 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2007-56 SETTING FORTH CHANGES 
REGARDING THE HOURS, WAGES, AND WORKING CONDITIONS FOR 
EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED BY THE TORRANCE PROFESSIONAL AND 
SUPERVISORY ASSOCIATION (TPSA) 
 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Rhilinger moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2010-15.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
12E. APPOINTMENT OF AD HOC BALLOT MEASURE COMMITTEE 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Clerk that Mayor Scotto appoint members to an Ad 
Hoc Ballot Measure Committee to work on ballot arguments and look at the 
issues surrounding the placement of the proposed ballot measure on June 8, 
2010 to change the election date for the Torrance General Municipal Election.   

 Mayor Scotto, with the concurrence of Council, appointed Councilmembers 
Furey, Barnett and Rhilinger to the Ad Hoc Ballot Measure Committee, with 
Councilmember Furey to serve as chair. 
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 The City Council took a brief recess from 8:19 p.m. to 8:37 p.m. 
 
13. HEARINGS 
 
13A. PRE09-00004: OBELISK ARCHITECTS/ANDERSON – 122 CALLE DE 

ARBOLES 
 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Planning Commission and the Community Development 
Director that City Council deny the appeal and adopt a Resolution approving a 
Precise Plan of Development to allow the construction of a new two-story single 
family residence on property located within the Hillside Overlay District, in the R-1 
Zone at 122 Calle de Arboles.  PRE09-00004: OBELISK ARCHITECTS/Anderson 

 
 Mayor Scotto announced that this was the time and place for a public hearing on 
this matter.  City Clerk Herbers confirmed that the hearing was properly advertised. 
 
 With the aid of slides, Planning Manager Lodan briefly reviewed the proposed 
project and shared photographs taken from various vantage points in the neighborhood.  
He reported that the Planning Commission approved the project on November 18, 2009 
by a vote of 5-1, and the decision was subsequently appealed by residents in Palos 
Verdes Estates citing the project’s adverse impact on their views.  He noted that the 
Assistant City Attorney clarified at the Planning Commission hearing that the protections 
of the Hillside Ordinance do not apply to residents outside of the City’s boundaries. 
 
 Using slides to illustrate, Nagy Bakhoum, Obelisk Architects, project architect, 
pointed out that the project is consistent with existing two-story homes along Calle de 
Arboles and the appellants’ homes on Via la Selva in PVE are also similar in size.  He 
reported that there are several properties with views over, around and through the 
subject property and the project was carefully designed to minimize view impacts for 
neighbors in Torrance.  He contended that since the appellants are not subject to the 
burdens of the Hillside Ordinance and may build without considering the impact on the 
view, light, air and privacy of properties in Torrance, they are not entitled to the benefits.  
He advised that no one who lives in Torrance opposes the project.   
 
 Robert Beck, Beck & Browning, 3828 Carson Street, Suite 100, legal counsel for 
the appellants, Marcia Good, 2501 Via la Selva, and Jack and Marion Bradshaw, 2505 
Via la Selva, PVE, disputed the claim that protections in the Hillside Ordinance do not 
apply to residents in Palos Verdes Estates.  He asserted that Torrance Municipal Code 
§91.41.6 applies to the appellants’ properties because it states that a project shall not 
have an adverse impact on the view, light, air or privacy of other properties “in the 
vicinity” or cause a reduction in their property values.  He stated that the Ordinance is 
vague since “in the vicinity” is not defined and he believed it could be interpreted to 
mean within the notification area for land use hearings per California Government Code 
§65091(a)(4), which is within a 300-foot radius, and his clients fall within this radius.   
Referring to slides to illustrate, he contended that the project would almost entirely 
obliterate the view from the Bradshaws’ primary living area, therefore reducing the value 
of their property and that Ms. Good’s property would be similarly affected.  He 
questioned if the City Attorney’s position would change if the appellants were residents 
of Torrance, who lived outside the Hillside Overlay Zone.  He noted that the Hillside 
Ordinance was challenged in the past (PRE08-00030:Guzman) and the judge in that 
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case mentioned that the Ordinance was vague and Councilmember Sutherland, at that 
time, indicated that he believed the Ordinance should be revisited because of this.  He 
maintained that concerns of Torrance residents would be taken into account by staff and 
officials of Palos Verdes Estates if the situation was reversed. 
 
 Councilmember Brewer asked what remedy Mr. Beck was proposing.  Mr. Beck 
recommended that the matter be sent back to the Planning Commission to see if the 
design could be revised to mitigate view impact. 
 
 Councilmember Brewer noted that, according to the slides, the appellants’ views 
are already being obstructed by trees.  Mr. Beck related his understanding that most of 
the trees causing the impact are on city-owned property. 
 
 Councilmember Sutherland stated that he believed Mr. Beck mischaracterized 
his comments about the Hillside Ordinance being vague, as he recalls saying that its 
vagueness was a good thing because it allows more leeway to approve or not approve a 
project depending on the circumstances.   
 
 Jack Bradshaw, Via la Selva, appellant, voiced his opposition to the project, 
citing view impact. 
 
 Mayor Scotto disclosed that he spoke with Mr. Bradshaw’s wife earlier in the day 
on another topic but did not discuss the project. 
 
 Responding to questions from the Council, Mr. Bradshaw reported that he had 
not contacted the applicants to discuss the project and he has lived in his home 
approximately 12 years and has made no additions. 
 
 Marcia Good, Via la Selva, appellant, reported that she has lived in her home 22 
years and while she did build an addition, it did not change the view.  She voiced 
objections to the project, stating that it would eliminate her view of city lights, impact her 
privacy and reduce the value of her property.  
 
 Responding to questions from the Council, Ms. Good explained that there was no 
formal review process when she remodeled her home, however, she worked with 
Torrance neighbors to preserve their views and privacy.  She related her understanding 
that Palos Verdes Estates does not have a view protection ordinance per se, but would 
try to work out a compromise with residents of Torrance if the situation was reversed.   
 

In response to Councilmember Rhilinger’s inquiry, Ms. Good reported that she 
had not contacted the applicants to discuss the project. 
 
 Marion Bradshaw, Via la Selva, appellant, recalled that a next door neighbor of 
the applicant had expressed concerns about privacy impact at the Planning Commission 
hearing, but refrained from further comment after a commissioner raised the issue of un-
permitted construction in his attic.  She reported that the applicants invited Torrance 
neighbors to review their plans, but did not invite neighbors in Palos Verdes Estates.   
She contended that the project would obliterate her view of the ocean and the “queen’s 
necklace” from her living room.  
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 Virginia Tank, 3025 Via la Selva, reported that she is not personally impacted by 
the project but has been impacted by other additions in terms of privacy, and her remedy 
has been to plant trees.  She expressed concerns about the condition of trees in the 
area as some are diseased and have fallen down. 
 
 Returning to the podium, Mr. Bakhoum noted that Palos Verdes Estates has a 
tree removal ordinance so there is a means for the residents in PVE to improve their 
views to make up for the portion that would be lost.  He explained that Ms. Good added 
1200 square feet to her home, including the second-story master bedroom from which 
she is claiming view loss, making this an “acquired view” according to Torrance 
standards.  Referring to the minutes from the Planning Commission meeting, he pointed 
out that the neighbor Ms. Bradshaw mentioned stated very clearly that he was not 
opposed to the project.  He suggested that the difference between this case and the 
Guzman case, is that not a single Torrance resident opposes the project. 
 
 John Anderson, 122 Calle de Arboles, applicant, maintained that his PVE 
neighbors were seeking the benefits of the Hillside Ordinance without any of the 
detriments, noting that their homes look into Torrance residents’ backyards and greatly 
impact their privacy.  He explained that he invited Torrance neighbors to an open house 
and subsequently made changes to the project based on their input and he did not invite 
neighbors in Palos Verdes Estates because he believed it was unnecessary.  He 
reported that he did everything possible to comply with the Hillside Ordinance while still 
meeting the needs of his family of five. 
 
 Mayor Scotto noted that the proposed project has an FAR of 0.55 and by 
eliminating approximately 300 square feet, it could be brought down to 0.50 in 
compliance with Hillside Ordinance guidelines. 
 
 Mr. Anderson explained that this would require the elimination of two bedrooms, 
pointing out that 300 square feet is 10% of the living area.  He noted that some of the 
extra square footage is in the garage, which was designed to enable him to park two 
cars in the garage with room for storage.  
 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Furey moved to close the public hearing.  The motion 
was seconded by Councilmember Numark and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 Councilmember Numark disclosed that he viewed the site from both the Torrance 
and the Palos Verdes Estates side, but spoke to no one.  He stated that he was not clear 
on whether the view impact on PVE residents should be taken into account and felt that 
this was a legal matter that has not been fully resolved.  He reported that he typically 
visits both the applicant’s and the appellant’s properties in Hillside cases and since he 
had not done so in this case, he felt he was not able to adequately assess the view 
impact. 
 
 Councilmember Furey disclosed that he viewed the site from the Torrance side, 
but did not speak to anyone.  He disputed Mr. Beck’s claim that the Hillside Ordinance is 
vague, explaining that as long as he has been on the Council, whenever the matter of 
whether Torrance residents who live outside the Hillside Overlay are entitled to its 
benefits has come up, it has always been determined that they are not.  He related his 
belief that the applicants had made an effort to design a project that would cause the 
least intrusion on their neighbors in Torrance, but unfortunately neighbors in PVE were 

  City Council 
 11 February 9, 2010 



not included in the process.  He stated that he was reluctant to require changes to the 
project at this point because he felt the applicants had complied with the ordinance as it 
was presented to them. 
 
 Councilmember Sutherland noted that the applicants were able to obtain the 
support of all their neighbors in Torrance, which is very unusual in Hillside cases.  He 
stated that while he was concerned about the view loss for residents of PVE and wished 
there was a way to avoid it, he was elected to serve residents of Torrance and he felt he 
would being doing them a disservice if he ignored their wishes and sided with residents 
of PVE. 
 
  Councilmember Brewer stated that he would approach the property owner if a 
silhouette was erected in his neighborhood; noted that residents seeking to remodel their 
homes in the Hillside Overlay are always encouraged to work with their neighbors; and 
related his belief that many problems could be avoided if there was more discussion 
early on in the process.  He suggested that reciprocal ordinances might be helpful to 
protect residents in both cities, however, at this time the Hillside Ordinance is unique to 
Torrance. 
 
  Councilmember Rhilinger stated that people who live outside the Hillside Overlay 
Zone do not have the same protections as those who live within it, and she felt it made 
little difference whether the dividing line was the boundary of the overlay zone or the 
boundary of the city.  She noted that the applicants did extensive outreach and revised 
the project based on neighbors’ input and suggested that they may have made 
concessions if the PVE neighbors had approached them earlier in the process.  
 
 Councilmember Barnett disclosed that he reviewed the plans with the applicant 
and his architect and drove by the subject property and the appellants’ properties.  
Expressing support for the project, he echoed Councilmember Rhilinger’s comments 
regarding the applicants’ efforts to work with Torrance neighbors.  He stated that he felt 
there would be no issue at all if the project’s FAR had been 0.50, but understood the 
need for a larger garage due to the size of the family. 
 
 Mayor Scotto disclosed that he viewed the site from Via la Selva and visited the 
Andersons’ home but did not discuss the project.  He commended the Andersons for 
their outreach efforts, noting that the neighbor to the east offered an unsolicited 
comment while he was in the Andersons’ backyard, indicating that she appreciated that 
her view corridor has been preserved and had no objections to the project.  He stated 
that while he believed every view impact should be considered regardless of where the 
property is located, what he found significant in this case was the great distance 
between the project and the appellants’ homes and the fact that their view is already 
significantly obstructed by trees, which if removed would more than make up for the view 
loss caused by this project. 
 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Sutherland moved to deny the appeal and approve 
the project.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and passed by 6-0 
roll call vote, with Councilmember Numark abstaining. 

Community Development Director Gibson reported that a resolution reflecting the 
Council’s action would be brought back for approval at a later date. 
 
16. SECOND READING ORDINANCES 

  City Council 
 12 February 9, 2010 



  City Council 
 13 February 9, 2010 

 
16A. SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 3722 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 3722 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
GRANTING TO CRIMSON CALIFORNIA PIPELINE SYSTEM, LP, A 
CALIFORNIA LIMITED PARTNERSHIP A FRANCHISE TO CONSTRUCT, LAY, 
OPERATE, TEST, MAINTAIN, USE, RENEW, REPAIR, REPLACE, MOVE, 
CHANGE THE SIZE AND NUMBER OF, AND REMOVE OR ABANDON IN 
PLACE A SYSTEM OF PIPELINES AND APPURTENANCES, FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF CONDUCTING, TRANSPORTING, CONVEYING AND 
CARRYING GAS, OIL, PETROLEUM PRODUCTS AND WATER, ON, ALONG, 
IN, UNDER AND ACROSS PUBLIC STREETS, WAYS, ALLEYS AND PLACES 
WITHIN THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Rhilinger moved to adopt Ordinance No. 3722 and 
approve an ordinance summary for publication.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Barnett and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
16B. SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 3723 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 3723 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
GRANTING TO CRIMSON CALIFORNIA PIPELINE SYSTEM, LP, A 
CALIFORNIA LIMITED PARTNERSHIP A FRANCHISE TO CONSTRUCT, LAY, 
OPERATE, TEST, MAINTAIN, USE, RENEW, REPAIR, REPLACE, MOVE, 
CHANGE THE SIZE AND NUMBER OF, AND REMOVE OR ABANDON IN 
PLACE A SYSTEM OF PIPELINES AND APPURTENANCES, FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF CONDUCTING, TRANSPORTING, CONVEYING AND 
CARRYING GAS, OIL, PETROLEUM PRODUCTS AND WATER, ON, ALONG, 
IN, UNDER AND ACROSS PUBLIC STREETS, WAYS, ALLEYS AND PLACES 
WITHIN THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Rhilinger moved to adopt Ordinance No. 3723 and 
approve an ordinance summary for publication.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Barnett and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
17. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2 
 
17A. Councilmember Sutherland noted his attendance at the Torrance Rose Float 
Association annual dinner and shared facts that the Torrance float was decorated by 600 
volunteers working 5 days and evenings totaling 4,313 hours. 
 
17B. Councilmember Barnett commended the Public Works department staff for doing 
a great job with the pothole issue and asked residents to be patient. 
 



 
17C. Councilmember Brewer noted his attendance at the Independent Cities 
Association meeting at which Police Chief Neu spoke about the new CSI lab Torrance is 
creating.  He reported that the highlight of the event was District Attorney Steve Cooley 
commending Torrance for drafting/adopting an ordinance regarding medical marijuana 
dispensaries, noting that he often refers other cities to this example. 
 
17D. Councilmember Furey noted his attendance at the Little Company of Mary 
Sisters Jubilee, noting that the hospital has operated in the City of Torrance for the past 
fifty years.  He added that Torrance is fortunate to have two major medical centers within 
its borders. 
 
17E. Councilmember Numark announced that Providence Little Company of Mary and 
Torrance First Baptist Church would be holding a blood drive on Sunday, February 14, 
from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 2118 Carson Street, with additional information available 
at 310.328.5030 or www.torrancefirstbaptist.org. 
 
17F. Councilmember Numark, with the concurrence of Council, requested that staff 
arrange a presentation on the Healthy Eating Active Living Cities campaign to better 
understand its importance to the Torrance community. 
 
17G. Councilmember Rhilinger noted that she had asked for an excused absence to 
attend a conference in Baltimore but her flight was cancelled due to weather conditions. 
 
17H. Mayor Scotto reminded drivers to be cautious of potholes and asked for patience 
as the City was working very diligently to get them filled as quickly as possible. 

 
17I. Mayor Scotto extended Valentine’s Day and President’s Day wishes. 
 
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION – None. 
 
19. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 At 10:23 p.m., the meeting was adjourned to Tuesday, February 23, 2010 at 5:30 
p.m. for an executive session, with the regular meeting commencing at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers.   
 
 
 
 
  
 /s/ Frank Scotto 
Attest: Mayor of the City of Torrance 
  
/s/ Sue Herbers  
Sue Herbers,  Approved on April 6, 2010 

City Clerk of the City of Torrance  
 

Sue Sweet  City Council 
Recording Secretary 14 February 9, 2010 
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