
TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
JANUARY 15, 2008 

REGULAR MEETING 
5:30 P.M. - EXECUTIVE SESSION 

7:00 P.M. - REGULAR BUSINESS BEGINS 
IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT 3031 TORRANCE BL. 

 

OPENING CEREMONIES 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL: Mr. Barnett, Mr. Brewer, Mrs. Drevno, Mr. Nowatka, 
 Mr. Sutherland, Mrs. Witkowsky, Mayor Scotto 

 
2. FLAG SALUTE:  

NON SECTARIAN INVOCATION:  
The Courts have concluded that sectarian prayer as part of City Council meetings is not permitted under the Constitution. 

 
3. REPORT OF THE CITY CLERK ON THE POSTING OF THE AGENDA. 

The agenda was posted on the Public Notice Board at 3031 Torrance Blvd on Thursday, January 10, 2008 /s/ Sue Herbers 
MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING OF RESOLUTIONS OR ORDINANCES AFTER NUMBER & TITLE 
See Council Rules of Order Section 2.11 (Resolution 2006-65) 

 
4. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS 
 
5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
 

C O U N C I L  M E E T I N G  I N F O R M A T I O N  
 All council meetings are open to the public.  Oral Communications #1 is set aside after Community Matters for the public 
to address any matter not on the agenda.  A speaker list sign up is at the podium prior to the meeting.  An additional Oral 
Communications period follows the regular business of the City Council. 
 Those who wish to speak on any matter on the agenda are asked to complete a “Request to Speak” card (available at 
the back of the Council Chamber) and deposit in the box on the podium before addressing the City Council.  
 Direct other questions or concerns to the City Council (618-2801), City Manager (618-5880) or individual department head 
prior to submission to the City Council.  Parties will be notified if the complaint will be included on a subsequent agenda. 
 In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, 
please contact the City Manager’s office at 618-5880.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make 
reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.   [28CFR35.102-35.104 ADA Title II]. 

N O T I C E  O F  T H E  R E D E V E L O P M E N T  A G E N C Y  
 At the time Council convenes or as soon thereafter as Council business can be disposed of, the City Council will take a 
recess without leaving their seats and meet as the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Torrance.  As soon as the meeting 
of the Redevelopment Agency adjourns, the City Council will reconvene as the City of Torrance. 

A G E N D A  R E V I E W  
 Complete Council agendas are available for review at City Hall in the Office of the City Clerk, in all public libraries and on 
City of Torrance Home Page - www.torrnet.com.  A brief description of each Council item is available  24 hours day on 
CitiCABLE  Channel 3.  

C I T I C A B L E  S C H E D U L E  A N D  H O M E P A G E  L I V E  A U D I O / V I D E O  
 City Council meetings are cablecast live Tuesdays in CitiCABLE Channel 3 and CitiSOUNDS AM 1620. Meetings are 
replayed Wednesday and Thursday at 10:00 p.m. and Friday, Saturday and Sunday at 10:00 a.m., 3:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. 
on Channel 3. NOTE: if the meeting is over five (5) hours, the Friday, Saturday and Sunday replay schedule is 10:00 a.m. 
and 6:00 p.m.   To watch live streaming and past Council meetings, log on to CitiNET at www.torrnet.com. 

MEETINGS 
Unless adjourned to another time or location the Torrance 
City Council meets every Tuesday in the City Hall Council 
Chamber at 3031 Torrance Blvd., at 5:30 p.m. for an 
executive session with the regular business commencing 
no earlier than 7:00 p.m. 
Holidays falling on a Tuesday, 5th Tuesday of the month or 
Tuesday following a Monday holiday may be dark. 

CITY HALL HOURS OF OPERATION 
Monday - Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

 with offices closed alternate Fridays.   
City Hall will be CLOSED: 

 

Friday, January 18 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Monday, January 21 

Friday, February 1 
Lincoln’s Birthday, Tuesday, February 12 

Printed on recycled paper

http://www.torrnet.com/


 
6. COMMUNITY MATTERS 

 

A. RESOLUTION NO. 2008-08 honoring Firefighter Darrel Eastman upon his 
retirement from the City after twenty-nine years of service. 

 
B. RESOLUTION NO. 2008-05 honoring Firefighter Chris Smith upon his retirement 

from the City after thirty-one years of service. 
 
C. RESOLUTION NO. 2008-06 honoring Fire Captain Lawrence Lindow upon his 

retirement from the City after twenty-nine years of service. 
 
D. RESOLUTION NO. 2008-07 honoring Fire Captain Michael Gibbons upon his 

retirement from the City after twenty-nine years of service. 
 
E. Recognition of Melissa Macias, designer of winning logo for 

www.greentorrance.com. 
 
F. Presentation of flag by Dave McCarthy, Lt Colonel in Marine Corps Reserve. 
 
G. City Manager - 1st Quarter 2008 Blue Star Recognition 

The City would like to recognize the families of active duty service men and women who are 
honorably serving in the military.   

 
H. City Manager – Accept and file final report of the Blue Ribbon Committee on 

Ethics and Integrity. 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council accept and file the final report of 
the Blue Ribbon Committee on Ethics and Integrity and direct the City Manager to bring 
back a timeline, implementation strategy and budget within ninety days.  
 

I. City Clerk – Appoint members to fill commission vacancies 
Recommendation of the City Clerk that City Council review applications and appoint members 
to fill vacancies on various commissions.  The City Clerk will administer the oath of office to 
commissioners present. 

 
7. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1 (Limited to a 30 minute period) 

Comments on this portion of the agenda are limited to items not on the agenda and to no longer than 3 minutes per 
speaker.  Speakers under Orals are limited to either Oral Communications #1 or Oral Communication #2.  Under the 
provisions of the Brown Act, the legislative body is prohibited from taking action or engaging in discussion on any item not 
appearing on the posted agenda. 
 

8. CONSENT CALENDAR 
Matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion and one vote.  There 
will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent 
Calendar and considered separately. 
 

A. City Clerk – Approve City Council minutes 
Recommendation of the City Clerk that City Council approve the City Council minutes of November 
20, 2007. 

 
B. Transit - Approve extensions to agreements for the Senior Taxi Program.  

Expenditure: Not to exceed $700,000. 
Recommendation of the Transit Director that City Council approve one-year contract service 
agreement extensions from January 27, 2008 to January 26, 2009,  with Administrative 
Services Co-Op, d.b.a. South Bay Yellow Cab and United Checker Cab Co-Op; All Yellow 
Taxi, Inc: and Bell Cab Company to provide service for the Torrance Senior Taxi Program.   

 

ROLL CALL:  BARNETT, BREWER, DREVNO, NOWATKA, SUTHERLAND, WITKOWSKY AND MAYOR SCOTTO 01-15-08 

http://www.greentorrance.com/


8. CONSENT CALENDAR (Continued)  
 
C. Transit - Approve extensions to agreements for the Dial-A-Taxi Program.  Not 

to exceed $400,000. 
Recommendation of the Transit Director that City Council approve one-year contract service 
agreement extensions from January 27, 2008 to January 26, 2009,  with Administrative 
Services Co-Op, d.b.a. South Bay Yellow Cab and United Checker Cab Co-Op; All Yellow 
Taxi, Inc: and Bell Cab Company to provide service for the Dial-A-Taxi Program.   

 
D. Finance – Approve extension of taxi franchise agreements 

The Finance Director recommends that City Council approve the second and final option year 
to extend the taxi franchise agreement with the following taxi cab companies: 

• All Yellow Taxicab 
• Bell Cab 
• South Bay Yellow 
• United Checker 

 
E. Communications and Information Technology – Approve the purchase of a 

maintenance service agreement for data network devices.  Expenditure:  
$45,802.27. 

Recommendation of the Information Technology Director that City Council approve the 
purchase of a SmartNet maintenance service agreement from Cisco Systems, Inc. of San 
Jose, CA for data network equipment maintenance services in the amount of $45,802.27 
for one year. 

 
F. City Manager – Approve extending purchase order within the City's Computer 

Loan Program.  Expenditure: $30,000. 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council: 
1) Approve an extension to the Dell purchase order within the City's Computer Loan Program 

from February 28, 2008 to June 30, 2008, and 
2) Approve increasing the purchase order by $30,000 for a total of $60,000. 

 
9. COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 

A. Community Services - Approve Torrance Youth Sports Recognition Program 
Recommendation of the Parks and Recreation Commission and the Acting Community 
Services Director that City Council approve the Torrance Youth Sports “Wall of Honor” 
Recognition Program, requesting that the Torrance Babe Ruth Baseball team be the charter 
recipient.   

 
12. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

 

A. Human Resources - Adopt RESOLUTION amending Torrance Professional and 
Supervisory Association (TPSA) pay resolution to implement recommended 
salary range  

Recommendation of the Human Resources Director that City Council adopt a RESOLUTION 
amending the Torrance Professional and Supervisory Association (TPSA) Resolution  
No. 2007-56 to implement the proposed salary range for Emergency Services Coordinator.  

 
B. City Manager – Adopt a supplemental RESOLUTION amending the 2005-2008 

Memorandum of Understanding for the Torrance Police Officers Association. 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council adopt a supplemental 
RESOLUTION amending the Memorandum of Understanding Resolution No. 2005-56 
setting forth hours, wages, and working conditions for employees represented by the 
Torrance Police Officers Association (TPOA). 

 

12. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS (Continued) 

ROLL CALL:  BARNETT, BREWER, DREVNO, NOWATKA, SUTHERLAND, WITKOWSKY AND MAYOR SCOTTO 01-15-08 



 
C. City Manager – Adopt RESOLUTION amending Certain Part Time Hourly 

Employees pay resolution to comply with State of California minimum wage 
requirements. 

Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council adopt a RESOLUTION amending 
Certain Part Time Hourly Employees pay Resolution No. 2007-46 to comply with State of 
California minimum wage requirements. 

 
D. City Clerk – Adopt RESOLUTIONS for the 2008 Torrance General Municipal 

Election 
Recommendation of the City Clerk that City Council:  
Adopt a RESOLUTION  calling a General Municipal Election on Tuesday, June 3, 2008 for the 

purpose of electing three councilmembers for four year terms and one councilmember for a 
two year term; 

Adopt a RESOLUTION  requesting Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors to agree to 
consolidate the election on the Statewide Primary Ballot; and 

Adopt a RESOLUTION  stating policy and regulations for candidate statements.  
 
E. City Attorney – Appoint Deputy City Attorney II 

Recommendation of the City Attorney that City Council appoint Della Thompson-Bell to the 
position of Deputy City Attorney II. 

 
F. Finance – Modification of Utility Users’ Tax Ordinance 

Recommendation of the Finance Director that City Council direct staff to return with an 
ordinance that modernizes the telecommunications portions of the existing Utility Users’ 
Tax ordinance without changing or increasing the long established tax rate to be placed on 
the ballot for the June 2008 Torrance General Municipal Election. 

 
G. City Manager - Adopt Supplemental RESOLUTIONS to the 2007-2010 

Memorandum of Understanding for the Torrance Professional & Supervisory 
Association (TPSA), the Torrance Professional Parks & Recreation Employee 
Organization (TPPREO), Engineers Association and Torrance Fiscal 
Employees Association (TFEA) 

Recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt supplemental RESOLUTIONS 
to the 2007-2010 Memorandum of Understanding which sets forth hours, wages and working 
conditions for employees represented by the Torrance Professional & Supervisory Association 
(TPSA), the Torrance Professional Parks & Recreation Employee Organization (TPPREO),  
Engineers Association and Torrance Fiscal Employees Association (TFEA) 

 
 
 

17. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2 Date: January 15, 2008 
Council order  - Sutherland Witkowsky Barnett Brewer Drevno (Excused) Nowatka 
Staff & Public Comments 
Speakers under Orals are limited to either Oral Communications #1 or Oral Communication #2.  Comments on this portion 
of the agenda are limited to no longer than 3 minutes per speaker.  Under the provisions of the Brown Act, the legislative 
body is prohibited from taking action or engaging in discussion on any item not appearing on the posted agenda. 
 
 
 

ROLL CALL:  BARNETT, BREWER, DREVNO, NOWATKA, SUTHERLAND, WITKOWSKY AND MAYOR SCOTTO 01-15-08 



18. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 City Council Closed Session 

 

A. REAL PROPERTY - CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR 
 (California Government Code § 54956.8): 

1.  Property:  Located on the southeast corner of Pacific Coast 
   Highway and Hawthorne Boulevard 
   APN7534-001-900 and APN 7534-001-901 
 Agency Negotiator: LeRoy J. Jackson 
 Negotiating Parties: City of Torrance and Raju Chhabria 
  Under Negotiations: Potential Sale of City-owned property 

 
Redevelopment Agency Closed Session:  None 
(California Government Code § 54956.8): 

 

 
19. ADJOURNMENT 

 

A. Adjourn City Council and Redevelopment Agency to Tuesday, February 5, 2008, at 
5:30 p.m. for an executive session, with regular business commencing at 7:00 p.m. 
January 22, and January 29, 2008 will be Council dark nights. 

 
 

Sue Herbers, City Clerk 
 
 

“If liberty and equality, as is thought by some, are chiefly to 
be found in democracy, they will be best attained when all 
persons alike share in the government to the utmost.” 

 - Aristotle 

ALL BIDS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE BY 2:00 P.M.,  
BIDS WILL BE OPENED IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT 2:15 P.M. 

BIDS DESCRIPTION OPENING DATE 

B2007-42 Bid for Wilson Park Maintenance Storage Building Renovation 
Mandatory job walk Tuesday, December 11 at 10:00 a.m. at Wilson Park, 
located at 2200 Crenshaw Boulevard.  Bid packets may be obtained for $35 if 
picked up in the City Clerk’s office or $50 if requested by mail. 
Questions may be referred to Leeann Vidaillet at 310.781.7141. 

 
Thursday 

January 17, 2008 

B2008-01 Bid for Construction of Zamperini Field Security Project 
Bid packets may be obtained for $50 if picked up in the City Clerk office or $75 
if requested by mail. 
Questions may be referred to Key Ebarle at 310.781.6900. 

Thursday 
January 24, 2008 

RFP   
B2008-02 

Request for Proposal for the Provision of Operations and Maintenance 
Services for the Municipal Area Express (MAX) Commuter Bus Service 
Questions may be referred to Dennis Kobata 310.618.3029. 

Thursday 
January 17, 2008 

 
City Hall will be closed: 

Friday, January 18 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Monday, January 21 

Friday, February 1 
Lincoln’s Birthday, Tuesday, February 12 

ROLL CALL:  BARNETT, BREWER, DREVNO, NOWATKA, SUTHERLAND, WITKOWSKY AND MAYOR SCOTTO 01-15-08 

http://www.wisdomquotes.com/000304.html
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