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INTRODUCTION TO THE FINAL EIR 
 
 
PURPOSE OF THE FINAL EIR 
 
This Final Environmental Impact Report (Final EIR or FEIR) has been prepared to meet all of the 
substantive and procedural requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 
1970 (California Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seq.), the State CEQA Guidelines 
(California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15000 et seq.), and the City of Rolling Hills 
Estates’ Guidelines and Procedures for Implementing the Provisions of CEQA.  The City of Rolling 
Hills Estates is the Lead Agency for this project, taking primary responsibility for conducting the 
environmental review and approving or denying the proposed project under consideration.  The City 
of Torrance and the Los Angeles County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) are 
Responsible Agencies for this project and each have review and approval authority over certain 
components of the project.  
 
This EIR will be used by the City of Rolling Hills Estates, the Lead Agency, when considering the 
following discretionary entitlements: 
 
 Vesting Tentative Tract Map No. 61287; 

 Grading Plan; 

 Development Agreement; 

 Conditional Use Permit for a Residential Planned Development (RPD); 

 Conditional Use Permit for a Golf-Course Clubhouse; 

 Neighborhood Compatibility Determination; 

 Amendment to the Housing Element of the General Plan related to the Chandler Reuse 
Program; 

 Amendments to the Land Use Element of the General Plan to remove the entire project area, 
except Lot 114, from the Horse Overlay designation and for the redesignation of portions of the 
project area from: 

 C-R (Commercial Recreation) to Low Density Residential; and 

 Very Low Density Residential to Low Density Residential; 

 Zone Changes to amend Sections 17.22.050(D) and 17.22.050(E) of the C-R District related to 
maximum building coverage and maximum building height respectively; and 

 Zone Changes to redesignate portions of the project area from: 
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 Q (Quarry) to C-R; 

 A (Agricultural) to C-R; 

 RA-20,000 to C-R;  

 Q to RPD; and 

 A to RPD;  

 Zone Change to remove the Horse Overlay Designation from the entire project area except Lot 
114; and 

 Approval of an approximately 32-acre annexation/deannexation with the City of Torrance to 
allow for all residential development to be located within the City of Rolling Hills Estates and 
golf course and open space use in the City of Torrance. 

This EIR will be used by the City of Torrance, a Responsible Agency, when considering the 
following discretionary entitlements: 
 
 Zone Change to convert the existing A-1 zoned land to P-1 (Open Area – Planting – Parking),  

and to designate the annexed land as P-1 (Hillside); 

 Conditional Use Permit for a Community Service Facility;  

 Division of Lot for the tentative tract map action; and  

 Approval of an approximately 32-acre annexation/deannexation with the City of Rolling Hills 
Estates to allow for all residential development to be located within the City of Rolling Hills 
Estates and golf course and open space use in the City of Torrance. 

This EIR will be used by the Los Angeles County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO), 
a Responsible Agency, when considering the following discretionary entitlements: 
 
 Approval of an approximately 32-acre annexation/deannexation between the Cities of Rolling 

Hills Estates and Torrance to allow for all residential development to be located within the City 
of Rolling Hills Estates, with golf course and open space use in the City of Torrance. 

 
CONTENTS OF THE FINAL EIR 
 
Sections 15089 and 15132 of the State CEQA Guidelines identify the requirements for the contents 
of a Final EIR.  Section 15132 states that the Final EIR shall include “the draft EIR or a revision of 
the draft”.  Chapter 8 of this document identifies the revisions to the Draft EIR documents that 
were made in response to comments received on the documents or as initiated by the Lead Agency.  
These revisions have also been made to the text in the body of the EIR (Executive Summary and 
Chapters 1-7).  The Executive Summary and Chapters 1-7 of the Draft EIR, with the revisions shown 
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in the Recirculated Portions of the Draft EIR document and/or Chapter 8 of this document, constitute 
the Executive Summary and Chapters 1-7 of the Final EIR.  
 
Section 15132 also states that the Final EIR shall include “responses of the Lead Agency to 
significant environmental points raised in the review and consultation process.”  Section 15088 
describes the requirements for responding to comments received on the Draft EIR, and for 
completion of a Final EIR.  Chapters 9, 10, and 11 of this document identify the comments received 
on the Draft EIR, the comments received between public review periods, and the comments 
received on the Recirculated Portions of the Draft EIR, respectively.  These chapters also provide 
the City of Rolling Hills Estates’ responses to those comments.   
 
In addition, Chapter 12 of this document presents the project’s Mitigation Monitoring Program.  
Section 21081.6 of CEQA requires the public agency to adopt a monitoring program of mitigations 
to ensure compliance with the mitigations identified in the CEQA document.  The Mitigation 
Monitoring Program in Chapter 12 has been prepared in accordance with Section 21081.6 of CEQA 
and Section 15097 of the State CEQA Guidelines, and identifies all required mitigation measures, 
the party responsible for implementing the mitigation, the timing and method of monitoring, and 
the format for recording compliance.   
 
This document, combined with the Draft EIR (circulated for public review on April 30, 2009) and 
the Recirculated Portions of the Draft EIR (circulated for public review on June 21, 2010), 
constitutes the project’s Final EIR. 
 
 
PUBLIC REVIEW PROCESS 
 
Sections 15085, 15086, and 15087 of the State CEQA Guidelines describe the requirements for 
circulation of a Draft EIR for public review.  In accordance with these sections, the City of Rolling 
Hills Estates filed a Notice of Completion (NOC) with the Governor’s Office of Planning and 
Research (OPR) and simultaneously published a Notice of Availability (NOA) of a Draft 
Environmental Impact Report for the project and posted both the NOC and NOA at the offices of 
the Los Angeles County Clerk.  The filing of the NOC/NOA began a 60-day review period for the 
Draft EIR, which commenced on May 1, 2009 and ended on June 30, 2009.  During this review 
period, the Draft EIR was available for review at the following locations: 
 
 City of Rolling Hills Estates, City Hall, 4045 Palos Verdes Drive North, Rolling Hills Estates, 

CA 90274;  

 Peninsula Center Library, 701 Silver Spur Road, Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274; and 

 City of Rolling Hills Estates website:  
 http://www.ci.rolling-hills-estates.ca.us/comm-issues/chandler/index.htm.   

In addition, copies of the Draft EIR were provided to those parties who had formally requested 
copies and to potentially interested public agencies. 
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On July 2, 2009, the OPR’s State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit provided confirmation that the 
Lead Agency complied with the State Clearinghouse review requirements for draft environmental 
documents (see Figure V-1).   
 
After the close of the public review period on the Draft EIR, the Lead Agency evaluated the 
comments received on the Draft EIR and decided to modify and recirculate portions of the Draft 
EIR for public review.  The Recirculated Portions of the Draft EIR document was afforded the 
same public noticing procedures as the original Draft EIR and the document was made available for 
public review in the same manner as the original Draft EIR.  The 45-day public review period for 
the Recirculated Portions of the Draft EIR commenced on June 21, 2010 and ended on August 4, 
2010.  On August 5, 2010, the OPR’s State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit provided confirmation 
that the Lead Agency complied with the State Clearinghouse review requirements for draft 
environmental documents (see Figure V-2).   
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Figure V-1  Confirmation of Compliance with State Clearinghouse Requirements for the Draft EIR 
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Figure V-2  Confirmation of Compliance with State Clearinghouse Requirements for the 
Recirculated Portions of the Draft EIR 
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