
June 19, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE TORRANCE WATER COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Water Commission convened in a regular session at 7:04 p.m. on Thursday, June 19, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners Deemer, Freeman, Haddon, See*, White, and Chairperson Lew. 

Absent:
None.

Also Present:  Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich and

Metropolitan Water District Director Wright.


Chairperson Lew welcomed guests Jim Hahn and Linda Brown as well as Bud Schmidt, Sumie Imada, and Dick Wiacek from New Horizons.

*Commissioner See arrived at 7:32 p.m.

3.
FLAG SALUTE


Commissioner Haddon led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

MOTION:  Commissioner White moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Deemer seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MINUTES FROM MAY 15, 2008
MOTION:  Commissioner White moved for the approval of the May 15, 2008 Water Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Haddon seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM PUBLIC


None. 

7.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS



None.

8.
NEW BUSINESS

8A.
PRESENTATION BY METROPOLITAN WATER REPRESENTATIVE RE: CALIFORNIA STATE WATER PROJECT

Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich introduced the item and welcomed Pat Chandler from Metropolitan Water District’s Public Affairs Department.


Ms. Chandler gave a pre-tour presentation on the background of the State Water Project (SWP) in preparation for the inspection tour she will be conducting July 11-12, 2008.  She distributed maps of the Colorado River aqueduct and MWD’s member agencies, an agenda of the water tour, and a list of issues regarding the Delta.  With the aid of a map, she showed the itinerary for the water trip that will begin in Oroville and end at Banks Pumping Plant Visitor Center. She stated that islands, other tracts, a hatchery, and levees would be visited along the way.  She provided information regarding the 1982 Peripheral Canal referendum, Governor Schwarzenegger’s support for water security, and issues facing the Delta that include the Delta Smelt, salmon, seismic risks, and flooding risks.  She discussed short-term and long-term solutions that are being considered that will provide a more reliable and higher quality water supply with fewer impacts to the environment.  


In response to Chairperson Lew’s inquiry, Ms. Chandler stated that work could start immediately on a new conveyance system and that emergency precautions are already being taken, noting that politics, emotion, lack of information, and misinformation have prevented it from moving forward.


Commissioner See arrived at 7:32 p.m. 


MWD Director Wright stated that it does not make sense to run our water supply through this environmental area that is at risk for earthquakes and seawater intrusion.  He noted that it will probably be 2018 before something is built and will probably necessitate a bond issue.


Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich discussed some of the bills that have been introduced, adding that Torrance Municipal Water (TMW) is hoping one will pass that includes funding for local water resource development.  

8B.
REVIEW OF IMPLICATIONS OF METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT’S DECLARATION OF A WATER SUPPLY ALERT IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich provided background and discussed consequences from the Governor’s declaration two weeks ago of a water emergency in Southern California.  As a result, MWD declared a Water Supply Alert and is urging all member and local water agencies to achieve extraordinary conservation by adopting water drought ordinances, accelerating public outreach, and embarking on programs to develop additional local water supplies.  He noted that over time the City can go from being 70% dependent on imported water to less than 40% through local water supply projects that include conjunctive use, conservation, enlarging the Desalter, and redeveloping groundwater wells.  He distributed copies of the 1991 drought ordinance and requested that the Water Conservation Committee reconvene and work with staff to update the ordinance and develop a program that meets the City’s needs and achieves desired conservation goals.


MOTION:  Chairperson Lew moved to reactivate the Water Conservation Committee consisting of Commissioners Haddon, Lew, and White.  Commissioner Deemer seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.


In response to MWD Director Wright’s inquiry regarding California Water, Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich advised that TMW has had preliminary discussions with them, will try to get as much uniformity as possible, and will research ordinances passed in other cities.


Commissioner White stated that the Homeowners’ Association coalition might be interested in having the Water Conservation Committee present conservation information to them.


MWD Director Wright mentioned that most inside water conservation has already taken place in our area so it is important to have equity in any legislation that is passed.  


Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich advised that water rates will significantly increase and that they plan to hire a consultant to conduct a rate study.


In response to Chairperson Lew’s inquiry regarding wastewater, Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich stated that institution of a recovery program is being considered by West Basin.

9.
METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT DIRECTOR’S REPORT

MWD Director Wright distributed his June 16, 2008 June Report Regarding MWD Activities to Mayor and Council Members.


MWD discussed the high-pressure Sepulveda Feeder that carries treated water from the Joseph Jensen treatment plant in Granada Hills to the Palos Verdes reservoir.  He advised that the pipeline was tested in March 2008 and that four suspect areas were found in the Los Angeles region. He announced that the pipeline would be shut down beginning June 21, 2008 for two weeks for repairs and that other treatment plants will feed water into the area.  He stressed the importance of conserving water during this two-week period.

10.
WEST BASIN WATER ASSOCIATION REPORT


Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich stated that he was unable to attend but relayed information from the last West Basin Water Association meeting.  He reported that the Water Master announced that groundwater production slightly increased in the West Coast basin.  He stated that the West Basin Municipal Water District held a rate structure workshop and has developed a new Strategic Plan.  He reported that Water Replenishment District is not getting any surplus water and therefore groundwater basins will be drawn down, adding that they completed a geophysical study regarding the saline plume and that the best way to address the problem is to pump it out and treat it with reverse osmosis.  He reported that West Basin Water Association will be 

increasing its dues to pay for legal services for the conjunctive use program.  He announced a joint barbeque on August 14, 2008.

11.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORT


Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich reported that water main breaks have declined by 70% and that TMW has received a grant from First 5 LA Foundation for the conversion of local water source treatment facilities to furnish customers with optimally fluoridated water.

MOTION:  Commissioner Haddon moved to accept and file the Monthly Department Report.  Commissioner White seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

12.
ORALS


None.

13.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:   At 8:40 p.m., Commissioner See moved to adjourn the meeting to July 17, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex Commission meeting room.  Commissioner Haddon seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Lew so ordered.

Approved as Submitted
July 17, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk    (lc)
June 19, 2008
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