
February 21, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE TORRANCE WATER COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Water Commission convened in a regular session at 7:04 p.m. on Thursday, February 21, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners Deemer, See, Warner, White and Chairperson Lew.

Absent:
Commissioner Haddon.


Also Present:  Public Works Director Beste,

Deputy Public Works Director van der Linden,

Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich, 

Metropolitan Water District Director Wright,

Transportation Manager Semaan, and

Senior Planning Associate Richardson.

3.
FLAG SALUTE


Commissioner Warner led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

MOTION:  Commissioner Warner moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner White seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MINUTES FROM JANUARY 17, 2008

MWD Director Wright offered the following corrections to the January 17, 2008 meeting minutes:

Page 2, Item 8A, paragraph 6: “Responding to Chairperson Lew’s inquiry, Manager Serna advised that recycled water was 25% to 40% cheaper than potable water” and paragraph 8, line 1:  “Manager Serna showed graphs of West Basin’s recycled water supply portfolio…”

MOTION:  Commissioner White moved for the approval of the January 17, 2008 Water Commission meeting minutes as amended.  Commissioner See seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Haddon).

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM PUBLIC


Chairperson Lew welcomed Senior Planning Associate Richardson and Transportation Manager Semaan from the Community Development Department and audience member Mike Coley. 

7.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS



None

8.
NEW BUSINESS

8A.
PRESENTATION BY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT RE: DRAFT CIRCULATION & INFRASTRUCTURE AND COMMUNITY RESOURCES ELEMENTS OF THE CITY’S GENERAL PLAN UPDATE

Transportation Manager Semaan distributed copies of the draft Circulation/Infrastructure Element and Implementation Program and the draft Community Resources Element and Implementation Program in the material of record.  He requested that Commissioners review the documents and provide feedback to the staff liaison within two weeks.


When Commissioner Warner noted there was no mention in the draft about requiring contractors to incorporate water conservation measures before receiving permits, Transportation Manager Semaan responded that the General Plan is a guidance document and not a policy document.  He discussed efforts made by City staff to encourage and direct developers to incorporate green practices in their projects.


Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich announced new State legislation landscape guidelines requiring all communities to have a landscape ordinance, adding that it may be possible to incorporate some of the language into the General Plan.  He noted that the ordinance would mandate conservation best practices, irrigation practices, and landscaping materials.


Referring to page A-10, 26. Storm Drain Improvements, Commissioner Deemer inquired if the five sites listed were the highest priority and Public Works Director Beste explained that the list of locations are examples only, not specific projects.


Commissioner Deemer suggested adding Torrance Unified School District as a place to provide water resources information to on page A-8, 15. Water Resources Awareness.  Following a brief discussion, it was decided to add the word “community” before events.


Chairperson Lew suggested defining and adding examples of water efficient landscaping to the first bullet point on page A-8, 15. Water Resources Awareness.


Commissioner Deemer, with concurrence from staff, suggested removing the last sentence of Retention Basins on page CR-45.  

9.
WEST BASIN WATER ASSOCIATION REPORT


Deputy Public Works Director van der Linden reported that at the February 5, 2008 West Basin Water Association meeting the Water Master reported a slight increase of 1,800 acre feet in West Coast Basin pumping compared to last year and also provided a list of services that they perform.  He stated that West Basin Municipal Water District is sponsoring a vendor workshop on February 29, 2008, is still working with refineries to increase recycled water use, and held a caucus meeting on February 7, 2008.    

He announced Water Replenishment District (WRD) staff changes and stated that they reported on efforts to increase use of recycled water for the West Coast injection barriers, provided a report on the West Coast Basin groundwater level, hired a consulting firm to track the saline plume, and that the Goldsworthy desalter is back up and running.  He reported that West Basin Water Association reported that the conjunctive use process is still proceeding and that it is developing a website.  He stated that Ted Johnson gave a presentation on the water supply in the West Coast Basin at the quarterly dinner on February 20, 2008.

In response to Chairperson Lew’s inquiry, Public Works Director Beste explained the three components regarding conjunctive use that are being discussed by the entities.  He anticipates that the framework will pass in both Basins in the next couple of months and then an implementation plan will need to be developed before going to court to amend the judgment.  He noted that the agreement allows 100% carryover.

Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich stated that conjunctive use would provide a much more efficient and reliable Basin at less cost.

10.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORT


Deputy Public Works Director van der Linden reported that potable water production was down in January 2008 due to rainfall and that there were only six water main breaks during the month.


Commissioner Deemer initiated a brief discussion about the possibility of using Crenshaw Boulevard as a spillway in case of reservoir failure.  


Responding to Commissioner Deemer’s inquiry regarding Walteria and Ben Haggott Reservoirs Rehabilitation, Public Works Director Beste advised that the inlet/ outlet structure was being changed to maintain water quality.

MOTION:  Commissioner Warner moved to accept and file the Monthly Department Report.  Commissioner White seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Haddon).

11.
METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT DIRECTOR’S REPORT
MWD Director Wright distributed his February 20, 2008 report to Mayor Scotto and Council Members regarding MWD activities.  He discussed approval of the Water Supply Allocation Plan that could be implemented in the event of limited supply conditions.  He noted that to be fair to all member agencies it was decided to charge “penalty rates” instead of preferential rights, adding that funds collected would go toward investments in conservation and local resources development.

MWD Director Wright announced that the water supply on the Colorado River is 125% of normal and informed Commissioners that the water trip will not be until after 

July 1, 2008, adding that they could expect invitations in April.  He briefly discussed a proposed water rate increase of 14% that will result in a 8-1/2% increase in TMW rates.

Responding to Chairperson Lew’s inquiry, MWD Director Wright discussed efforts to control the quagga mussel in Lake Skinner and the Colorado River Aqueduct.

12.
ORALS

12A.
Commissioner White stated that there was a radio news program on February 21, 2008 regarding contamination of groundwater on Del Amo Boulevard and that there would be a meeting in Torrance Civic Center Library on February 26, 2008.


Public Works Director Beste advised that contamination was in the surface soil and probably not in the groundwater.  

12B.
Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich announced WRD’s Groundwater Festival on March 15, 2008 at the new headquarters in Lakewood.  
13.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:   At 8:28 p.m., Commissioner White moved to adjourn the meeting to March 20, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex Commission meeting room.  Commissioner Warner seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Lew so ordered.

Approved as Submitted
March 20, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk    (lc)
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