     February 19, 2009

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE TORRANCE WATER COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Water Commission convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 19, 2009 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners Deemer, Freeman, McGee, See, White, and Chairperson Lew. 

Absent:
Commissioner Haddon.

Also Present:  Public Works Director Beste,




Deputy Public Works Director van der Linden,

Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich, and

Metropolitan Water District Director Wright.


MOTION:  Commissioner White moved to grant an excused absence to Commissioner Haddon for the February 19, 2009 Commission meeting.  Commissioner See seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

3.
FLAG SALUTE


Commissioner Deemer led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

MOTION:  Commissioner White moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner McGee seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MINUTES FROM JANUARY 15, 2009
MOTION:  Commissioner White moved for the approval of the January 15, 2009 Water Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Deemer seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Haddon).

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM PUBLIC


None. 

7.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS



In response to an inquiry by Commissioner Deemer, Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich reported that the Conservation Committee will meet in about two weeks to consider an implementation plan for the Water Conservation Ordinance Prohibiting Wasteful Uses of Water.

8.
NEW BUSINESS
8A.
PRESENTATION BY WATER REPLENISHMENT DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA REGARDING SALINE GROUNDWATER INTRUSION CONTROL STUDY

Deputy Public Works Director van der Linden introduced the item and welcomed Ted Johnson, Chief Hydrogeologist with Water Replenishment District (WRD) of Southern California.

Chief Hydrogeologist Johnson provided an overview of Sea Water Intrusion into the Central and West Coast Basin Drinking Water Aquifers in Los Angeles County.  With the aid of a Power Point presentation, he described the groundwater basins and history of the contamination of fresh water by seawater intrusion.  He reported that seawater intrusion is a natural process that occurs along the coast but that overpumping the last 100 years has caused advanced intrusion.   He stated that intrusion can be halted by reducing pumping or by injecting fresh water into seawater barrier wells and that, in spite of efforts to block the intrusion, seawater is still moving further inland at a rate of approximately 250 feet per year.

He provided information about WRD’s Goldworthy Desalter located at the City Yard that is pumping out salty groundwater and running it through reverse osmosis treatment.  He explained that treating this water is less expensive than ocean desalination water because it is less salty.  He showed maps that document chloride concentrations and seawater intrusion in 1946, 1970, 1990, 1995, and 2006 when it has almost reached the 405 Freeway.  He discussed Los Angeles County’s 16-mile, 300 seawater barrier injection wells along Prospect Avenue and Sepulveda Boulevard that have halted the intrusion and which provide fresh water to replenish the aquifers.  He explained that WRD buys all the imported and recycled water that goes into these wells and that positive pressure has to be maintained above sea level to overcome the force of the sea. 

In response to Chairperson Lew’s inquiry, he stated that approximately 30,000 acre feet of water per year is put into the barrier injection wells and that this is the main way to recharge the aquifers.

Chief Hydrogeologist Johnson stated that residual saline plumes continue to move inland and that the City and WRD are working together to pump it out and use it as a water supply.  He described production and monitoring wells that are used to test the water as well as geophysical surveys that have been conducted using electrical currents.  He showed the latest map of the saline plume completed two months ago and based on well sampling and geophysics.  He stated that the WRD board is considering options for controlling and mitigating the impacts of the saline plume that include expanding the Goldworthy Desalter, drilling other desalters, and targeting the “hot spots.”  He advised that staff is going to recommend expanding the Goldsworthy Desalter.  He also stated that they hope to drill two new monitoring wells in Torrance, one at Columbia Park and the other at the City Stormwater Sump, pending approval from the City Manager’s Office. 

Responding to Commissioner Deemer’s inquiry, he explained that water flows both ways between the Basins depending on water levels on both sides and that computer models will help them make better predictions.

Chairperson Lew asked if it is better to spend more money on treatment plants or on hot spots directly and Mr. Johnson stated that removing the hot spots will accomplish both things.

Public Works Director Beste noted that Metropolitan Water District water is becoming so expensive that it will be even cheaper to do reverse osmosis treatment.  He stated that the pressure areas are getting farther west and that they may go back and look at water on the western side.  

Commissioner McGee initiated a brief discussion regarding the feasibility of capturing rainwater runoff.

MWD Director Wright discussed the advantages of conjunctive use and the importance of developing local water supplies.

Deputy Public Works Director van der Linden suggested the possibility of WRD implementing a program to assist in funding a reverse osmosis system in the West Coast Basin.

8B.
SUBMITTAL OF CONCEPTUAL PROPOSAL FOR EXPANSION OF GROUNDWATER DESALTER PROJECT UNDER FEDERAL STIMULUS PLAN


Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich presented a preliminary application that was submitted for funding to expand the Goldsworthy Desalter Project under the Federal Stimulus Plan.  He provided background and reported that the City’s advocacy firm, Townsend and Associates, assisted in preparing this conceptual application for funding that is being routed to various State agencies.  He noted that the project is not “shovel ready” but that final design could be completed in six to seven months, adding that the Department of Water Resources is interested in projects that create new water supplies.  He stated that other projects that may be eligible to receive Federal stimulus funds and include the redesign of Ben Haggot Walteria Reservoir as well as water main replacement.

Responding to Commissioner White’s inquiry, he stated that at present leftover salt (brine) gets disposed of at the Los Angeles County treatment plant in Carson.

A brief discussion centered on the judgment that requires Goldsworthy Desalter water to be 1000 ppm and the pros and cons of changing that judgment.

9.
METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT DIRECTOR’S REPORT

MWD Director Wright distributed his letter dated February 17, 2009 to the Mayor and Council Members and discussed the news release that explains why Northern California water supply is restricted.  He provided a Water Supply update as of February 17, 2009 and stated that at this point there is a 75% chance of allocation starting in July 2009.  He stated that MWD’s main problem is moving water through the Delta and that they are developing a Bay Delta Conservation Plan that emphasizes fixing the Bay Delta so that the environmental system works and water will be available. He shared information about a proposal to install gates to keep fish away from pumps in the short-term, noting that it will take eight to ten years to fix the whole system with an isolated 

facility.  He reported that $20 million has been authorized by the MWD board for regional water-saving programs and reminded Commissioners about the water trip to Diamond Valley Lake and the Colorado River on March 27-28, 2009.


10.
WEST BASIN WATER ASSOCIATION REPORT


Deputy Public Works Director van der Linden provided a report on the February 3, 2009 West Basin Water Association meeting.  He stated that the Water Master reported work furloughs because of the State budget and that West Basin Municipal Water District announced a Garden Expo at the Edward C. Little facility in El Segundo on May 2, 2009.  He announced that WRD has reorganized its board and is having a 50th anniversary groundwater festival on March 14, 2009 in Lakewood and that Fernando Puludi from West Basin Municipal Water District spoke at the West Basin Water Association quarterly dinner meeting on February 18, 2009.

11.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORT


Deputy Public Works Director van der Linden reported four water main breaks in January 2009 and that the Goldsworthy Desalter may become operational again next week after being shut down for four months.  He stated that testing shows that Well #9 may provide 3,000 gallons per minute and that they are in the process of completing final water quality testing.  


MOTION:  Chairperson Lew moved to accept and file the Monthly Department Report as presented.  Commissioner Freeman seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Haddon).

12.
ORALS

12A.
Deputy Public Works Director van der Linden announced that City Council approved to support opening the West Coast Basin judgment.

12B.
Deputy Public Works Director van der Linden discussed the Western Avenue main break on February 19, 2009.

12C.
Commissioner Deemer shared information about the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Water—Improving Water Conservation and Management in Southern California at Santa Monica City College on February 6, 2009.
13.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:   At 8:46 p.m., Commissioner White moved to adjourn the meeting to March 19, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex Commission meeting room.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner McGee and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Lew so ordered.

Approved as Submitted

April 16, 2009

s/  Sue Herbers, City Clerk    (lc)
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