     December 3, 2007
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TORRANCE TRAFFIC COMMISSION

1. CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Traffic Commission convened in a regular meeting at 7:05 p.m. on Monday, December 3, 2007 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2. SALUTE TO THE FLAG
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Galvin.

3. ROLL CALL
Present:
Commissioners Clounch, Galvin, Lewis, Rische*, Tsao, Ulrich, and Chairperson Santome.

Absent:
None.

Also Present:
Transportation Manager Semaan and Project Manager Sedadi. 

*Commissioner Rische arrived at 7:08 p.m.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
MOTION:  Commissioner Tsao moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Clounch seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   NOVEMBER 5, 2007
Commissioner Galvin offered the following correction to the November 5, 2007 meeting minutes:  page 4, paragraph 1, line 2:  “…the feasibility of implementing angle parking in front of the apartment buildings…”

MOTION:  Commissioner Ulrich moved for the approval of the November 5, 2007 Traffic Commission meeting minutes as corrected.  Commissioner Clounch seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval. 

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1

Transportation Manager Semaan reviewed the three proposals that staff was asked to explore at the November 5, 2007 Commission meeting regarding parking on Adolph Avenue and 242nd Street.  He advised that the cul de sac consideration would restrict circulation for vehicles but not for pedestrians.  He stated that one-way circulation would be disastrous for the neighborhood and was not a viable option.  He distributed a Parking Layout Estimate for the angled parking scenario for 242nd Street but explained that there was insufficient roadway width to implement angle parking and maintain parking along the south side of 242nd Street.

Dave Roelen, Adolph Avenue, stated that Adolph Avenue was only 500 feet long and that installing a cul de sac or making it a one-way street would not in any way restrict circulation in the City.  He requested that consideration of a one-way street, a cul de sac, or both be placed on the agenda for a future Commission meeting.

David Cornan, 220th Street, stated that the oversized vehicle ordinance was adversely affecting his business at 1875 220th Street.  He indicated that his 36-foot truck was used daily for storage of equipment and that there was no on-site parking available at his facility.  He requested assistance in finding a location to park his vehicle overnight.  

Commissioner Galvin suggested that Mr. Cornan store his vehicle in a storage yard, noting that the ordinance has to be applied equally to all residents who own oversized vehicles.

Mr. Cornan responded that his vehicle is used every day beginning at 6:00 a.m. and mentioned that he was not aware of the ordinance until he received a citation.

Transportation Manager Semaan concurred that Mr. Cornan would need to find alternative means to store his vehicle and provided a brief background on the establishment of the oversized vehicle ordinance.

Commissioner Lewis suggested that Mr. Cornan offer to rent space from another business in the neighborhood and Chairperson Santome suggested that he contact the Chamber of Commerce for assistance.

7.
ITEMS UNDER CONSIDERATION
7a.
REVIEW OF THE DRAFT OF CIRCULATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE ELEMENT

Transportation Manager Semaan presented the first draft of the new Circulation Element and requested that Commissioners provide comments and suggestions by the second or third week of January 2008.


Project Manager Sedadi stated that the format of this draft was completely different than the one prepared one and a half years ago, noting that there was not as much detail and specifics.  She indicated that the other Elements of the General Plan would follow this format and asked Commissioners to consider if this draft provides enough guidelines and information regarding the circulation element of the City.


Chairperson Santome stated that he was disappointed with this “boiler plate” approach and that he preferred the old format, noting that the subject of parking was condensed into only three paragraphs. He asked staff to provide the working set of notes from a year and a half ago.


Transportation Manager Semaan concurred that the document was much more generic and general than the initial draft.  He stated that it is more of a planning rather than an engineering tool that is much more specific, adding that it gives flexibility and a vision into the future.  


Commissioner Ulrich, with concurrence by Commissioners Lewis and Tsao, stated that he found this draft to be much more user-friendly, identifiable, and readable to the average person.


Commissioner Clounch pointed out that the problems of residential cut-through traffic and street parking were not included in the draft.


Responding to Commissioner Galvin’s inquiry, Transportation Manager Semaan explained that on-site parking for new developments would be included in the Land Use Element, adding that the Planning Commission would be the primary Commission reviewing that Element.  He offered to provide drafts of the Land Use Element, as well as all Elements, when they become available.


Commissioner Galvin expressed concern about the lack of communication between the Planning and Traffic Commissions and asked how this problem could be resolved. 


Transportation Manager Semaan explained that City Council determines the purviews of the Commissions, and that the Planning Commission has the authority to approve a project, modify the conditions of a project, or deny a project.  He suggested that the Planning Commission be asked to forward information about parking, traffic, and circulation regarding projects that the Traffic Commission is concerned about. 


Commissioner Rische observed that the draft does not say much about parking and that information regarding multi-jurisdictional routes was unclear.


Transportation Manager Semaan explained collaboration between agencies to make improvements and modifications on multi-jurisdictional routes and intersections.


Commissioner Clounch noted that the City has an ordinance requiring garage space for single-family residences but that it does not include requirements for the use of that space.


Transportation Manager Semaan offered to relay Commissioner Galvin’s suggestion that the Transit Department enhance its public relations and provide more education about the transit system in the City.  


Commissioner Rische concurred and suggested publication and distribution of a pamphlet or to include transit information in Torrance Seasons.

8.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2
8a.
Transportation Manager Semaan wished Commissioners a happy holiday season and asked the Commission to consider if it wants to meet or go dark in January 2008.

8b.
Commissioner Ulrich asked staff to look at the intersection of Inglewood Avenue and 191st Street.  He stated that traffic is often backed up and blocks entrance to the driveway of the shopping center, adding that painting “Keep Clear” could be a solution.

8c.
Commissioner Ulrich brought up the possibility of having a liaison between the Traffic and Planning Commissions.


Transportation Manager Semaan suggested that the Traffic Commission designate a fellow Commissioner to attend Planning Commission meetings to speak on behalf of the Commission.  He advised that copies of agendas could be sent to the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson in advance.   He further suggested that Chairperson Santome could send a letter to the Mayor and City Council expressing the Commission’s concerns.


A straw vote reflected majority agreement that Chairperson Santome should draft a letter to City Council expressing the Commission’s concern about the disconnect between activities of the Planning Commission and Traffic Commission as it relates only to the issue of traffic circulation and parking.  

9.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 8:30 p.m., Chairperson Santome moved to adjourn the meeting to February 4, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room. Commissioner Lewis seconded the motion; a 4-3 roll call vote reflected majority approval.

Approved as Submitted
February 4, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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