     December 1, 2008
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TORRANCE TRAFFIC COMMISSION

1. CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Traffic Commission convened in a regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, December 1, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2. SALUTE TO THE FLAG
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Clounch.

3. ROLL CALL
Present:
Commissioners Clounch, Lewis, Rische, Tsao, Ulrich, and

Vice-Chairperson Galvin.

Absent:
Chairperson Santome.
Also Present:
Transportation Manager Semaan, 

Project Manager Sedadi, and

Torrance Police Officer Farley.


MOTION:  Commissioner Ulrich moved to grant an excused absence to Chairperson Santome for the December 1, 2008 meeting.  Commissioner Clounch seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.


Due to the absence of Chairperson Santome, Vice-Chairperson Galvin led the meeting.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
MOTION:  Commissioner Tsao moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Lewis seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   NOVEMBER 3, 2008
MOTION:  Commissioner Ulrich moved for the approval of the November 3, 2008 Traffic Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Clounch seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Chairperson Santome).

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1

Debbie Vicars, South Western Avenue, Homeowner president of Knolls Lodge/Manor, stated that the back gate of Knolls Lodge should be kept open on a permanent basis.  She noted that the Police and Fire Departments agree that it needs to be open because of the amount of traffic entering and exiting.  She stated that she has asked City Hall for rules and regulations why it needs to be closed but has not received a response.  She stated that residents were willing to utilize the gate as an exit only or have it open from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. and requested a public hearing on this item.

Transportation Manager Semaan stated that the gate is a secondary emergency access gate for the Fire Department.  He noted that Community Development, City Manager, and Fire Department staff are discussing the matter and offered to bring back additional information.

In response to Commissioner Lewis’ inquiry, he advised that it would be City Council’s purview to give direction.

Commissioner Ulrich requested that staff bring back any rules and regulations that have been established for safety reasons as well as any State or Federal mandates.

Transportation Manager Semaan added that a year ago park management requested an access point off of Western Avenue and was referred to Cal Trans and the City of Los Angeles.

Ms. Vicars stated that the request was voted down because a signal was being installed at 235th Street and Western Avenue.

Commissioner Clounch questioned why the City has jurisdiction over the gate as it is on private property.

Larry Mikelson, Park Street, expressed concern about increased parking and traffic problems on Park Street and Ward Street due to the planned development at the southeast corner of Pacific Coast Highway and Hawthorne Boulevard.  He noted that the Planning Commission granted a negative declaration at the last hearing following discussions between owners and homeowners.  He stated that although the residents generally support the project, the impact on the already overstressed parking and traffic situations would have a negative impact on their lives and property values.  He took issue with the March 2005 traffic survey used by the Planning Department staff to determine that there would be no significant impact with the project, adding that no traffic study was done for Park and Ward Streets relative to this project.  

He suggested three methods to potentially mitigate the negative impacts: 1) add diagonal parking to one side of Park Street to accommodate overflow parking, 2) develop a cul de sac at 242nd Street and Park Street to prevent entry into the back side of the development, and 3) install speed bumps to prevent speeding.  

Transportation Manager Semaan offered to bring background and informational materials to the next meeting and, if directed by the Commission, an action item could be considered in the future.  He stated that the Planning Commission has approved the project but that it is being appealed to City Council.  He provided clarification that actions of the Planning Commission are separate from those of the Traffic Commission and that the Traffic Commission would be reviewing existing conditions independently and unrelated to the development.

Russell Maier, Park Street, stated that there has always been a parking problem on Park Street but there would be a horrendous problem once the development is built. He discussed the bus stops on Pacific Coast Highway and 242nd Street and the problem 

of drivers taking up parking spaces.  He discussed littering, speeding, pedestrian safety, and the many accidents that have occurred and said that he was supportive of the three previously mentioned mitigation measures.

Tony Alessi, Park Street, stated that he supports the diagonal parking and cul de sac suggestions and also recommended installing a left turn arrow at 244th Street and Hawthorne Boulevard.

Commissioner Ulrich pointed out that permit parking might also be an option.

7.
ITEMS UNDER CONSIDERATION

None.

8.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2
8a.
Commissioner Rische discussed the Christmas light situation in the “Sleepy Hollow” area of Seaside and the decision to limit parking to one side of the street to allow emergency vehicle access.


Transportation Manager Semaan advised that it has been decided that the restriction would not take place this year.

9.
ADJOURNMENT

At 7:58 p.m., Vice-Chairperson Galvin adjourned the meeting to Monday, January 5, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room. 

Approved as Submitted
January 5, 2009

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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