November 3, 2008
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TORRANCE TRAFFIC COMMISSION

1. CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Traffic Commission convened in a regular meeting at 7:06 p.m. on Monday, November 3, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2. SALUTE TO THE FLAG
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Lewis.

3. ROLL CALL
Present:
Commissioners Clounch, Galvin, Lewis, Rische, Tsao, Ulrich, and

Chairperson Santome.

Absent:
None.
Also Present:
Transportation Manager Semaan, 

Project Manager Sedadi, and

Torrance Police Officer Farley.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
MOTION:  Commissioner Ulrich moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Clounch seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   OCTOBER 6, 2008
MOTION:  Commissioner Clounch moved for the approval of the October 6, 2008 Traffic Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Ulrich seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval.

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1

Michael Wermers, Audrey Avenue, relayed inquiries about the traffic cameras at Anza Avenue and Sepulveda Boulevard and why there are no red light cameras in the City.

Transportation Manager Semaan responded that the fixed video detection cameras at Anza Avenue and Sepulveda Boulevard will eventually transmit to the Traffic Management Center once it is implemented.  He advised that the main reason that Torrance does not have red light cameras is because there is insufficient justification based on data from safety and nuisance studies. 

In response to Mr. Wermers’ inquiry, Officer Farley explained that the City has four LED lights that are on the backside of signals that can assist them in monitoring red light violations and which can be moved to different locations.

Responding to Commissioner Clounch’s inquiry, Transportation Manager Semaan stated that he did not know if there has been a reduction in traffic collisions in 

cities that utilize red light cameras but that he does know that rear end collisions have increased.  He provided clarification that reported accidents are the only statistical data that can be used but that officers’ opinions are often taken into consideration.

7.
ITEMS UNDER CONSIDERATION
7a.
THE TRAFFIC COMMISSION 2008 YEAR IN REVIEW

Transportation Manager Semaan provided a brief summary of Traffic Commission matters and their outcomes in the year 2008.  He noted that City Council approved the Collector Roadway Segment Declassification on August 4, 2008 with the exception of one segment on 166th Street east of Van Ness Avenue.  Other items that were considered by the Commission included:  Citywide Engineering and Traffic Survey, Circulation and Infrastructure Element of the General Plan, Transit Operations, Harbor Subdivision Transit Corridor—Alternatives Analysis Study, and I-110 and I-10 Corridors Congestion Reduction Demonstration Project.

8.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2
8a.
Transportation Manager Semaan discussed the status of improvements at Hawthorne Boulevard and Skypark Drive.

8b.
Transportation Manager Semaan stated that the draft Intelligent Transportation System is scheduled to go to City Council on November 18, 2008. 


In response to Chairperson Santome’s inquiry, he advised that the Traffic Management Center will be located at the City Yard.

8c.
Commissioner Santome offered the observation that the three-way traffic signal at Calle Mayor and Pacific Coast Highway is working properly.


8d.
Commissioner Santome stated that the traffic circle at Calle Miramar and Paseo de la Playa came out nicely.

8e.
Jeff Young, Samuel Street, suggested extending the southbound left-turn lane at Hawthorne Boulevard and 230th Street to alleviate back-up traffic.   He further suggested placing an empty police car on Samuel Street near the Lomita Boulevard entrance to Samuel Street to serve as a deterrent.
9.
ADJOURNMENT

At 7:33 p.m., Chairperson Santome adjourned the meeting to Monday, December 1, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room. 

Approved as Submitted

December 1, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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