         August 4, 2008
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TORRANCE TRAFFIC COMMISSION

1. CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Traffic Commission convened in a regular meeting at 7:03 p.m. on Monday, August 4, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2. SALUTE TO THE FLAG
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Lewis.

3. ROLL CALL
Present:
Commissioners Clounch, Galvin, Lewis, Rische, Tsao, and

Chairperson Santome.

Absent:
Commissioner Ulrich.
Also Present:
Transportation Manager Semaan, 

Project Manager Sedadi, 

Planning Assistant Suree,

Torrance Police Lieutenant Stark, and

Torrance Police Officer Farley.


MOTION:  Commissioner Lewis moved to grant an excused absence to Commissioner Ulrich for the August 4, 2008 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Galvin seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
MOTION:  Commissioner Galvin moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Clounch seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   JUNE 2, 2008
MOTION:  Commissioner Rische moved for the approval of the June 2, 2008 Traffic Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Lewis seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Ulrich).

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1

None. 

7.
ITEMS UNDER CONSIDERATION

7A.
COLLECTOR ROADWAY SEGMENT DECLASSIFICATION

Transportation Manager Semaan introduced the item and Planning Assistant Suree provided background and analysis of the proposed roadway declassification of 12 street segments within the City.  He recommended that these street segments currently classified as collector streets be declassified into local streets due to characteristics determined during the recent Citywide speed survey analysis. He noted that the prima facie speed would default to 25 miles per hour and that the Police Department would be able to conduct speed enforcement using electronic equipment without the need for additional speed study. He requested that the Commission concur with staff’s recommendation for the City Council to adopt a resolution recommending the declassification.

MOTION:  Commissioner Lewis moved to recommend that City Council adopt a resolution recommending the declassification of 12 collector streets to local streets within the City of Torrance.  Commissioner Galvin seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Ulrich).   

7b.
CITYWIDE TRAFFIC ANALYSIS – FINAL REPORT

Project Manager Sedadi presented the final Citywide Traffic Analysis in the material of record and recommended that the Commission direct staff to forward it to City Council for approval.  She provided background and a brief summary of the six primary components:  Introduction, Existing Traffic, Near-Term Projected Traffic, Long-Term Projected Traffic, Deficient Intersections, and Background Data.  


In response to Commissioner Lewis’ inquiry, staff explained that the Report would be used for a 20-year projection until 2025 and that it would provide justification to request dedications as projects are approved.


Responding to Commissioner Clounch’s inquiries, staff explained that identified “cut-thru” traffic was collected on arterial and not residential roadways, that a truck route map would be included in the Circulation Element of the General Plan, and that the Report has cost approximately $465,000 to prepare.


Commissioner Rische received clarification from staff that the Del Amo Boulevard extension is included in the long-range forecast.


Chairperson Santome commended improvements made in tabbing and graphics.


MOTION:  Commissioner Rische moved to direct staff to forward the Citywide Traffic Analysis Final Report to City Council for its consideration.  Commissioner Lewis seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Ulrich).

8.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2
8a.
Transportation Manager Semaan explained how both the Collector Roadway Segment Declassification and Citywide Traffic Analysis Final Report tie into the Circulation Element of the General Plan as well as the Strategic Plan and expressed 

appreciation to staff and Commissioners for their assistance in bringing the items forward.

8b.
Transportation Manager Semaan provided an update on negotiations with Cal Trans for improvements at Skypark Drive and Hawthorne Boulevard, noting that it has been determined that no parking spaces would be lost.

8c.
Commissioner Clounch suggested that parking enforcement officers note unregistered vehicles parked on private property and relay the information to the Environmental Department.


8d.
Commissioner Clounch initiated a brief discussion regarding communicating Traffic Commission concerns to the Planning Commission.

Chairperson Santome explained that he is receiving Planning Commission agendas but has not noted any recent items of interest for the Traffic Commission. 

8e.
Commissioner
 Clounch relayed a resident’s concern about a dangerous left-hand turn from Telo Avenue onto Lomita Boulevard.

8f.
Commissioner Galvin expressed concern about parking violations in school zones and recommended providing school traffic regulations to schools earlier this year before school starts.


Lieutenant Stark stated that the list of rules would be distributed following approval by the City Manager’s office.

8g.
A brief discussion centered on oversized vehicles in the City of Redondo Beach.

8h.
Commissioner Rische discussed the importance of visibility of street signs and conservation of water. 


9.
ADJOURNMENT

At 8:03 p.m., Chairperson Santome adjourned the meeting to Monday, 
October 6, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room. 

Approved as Submitted

October 6, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk  (lc)
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