     May 4, 2009
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TORRANCE TRAFFIC COMMISSION

1. CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Traffic Commission convened in a regular meeting at 7:02 p.m. on Monday, May 4, 2009 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2. SALUTE TO THE FLAG
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Clounch.

3. ROLL CALL
Present:
Commissioners Clounch, Sargent, Tsao, and 

Chairperson Santome.

Absent:
Commissioners Galvin, Lewis, and Rische.
Also Present:
Transportation Manager Semaan, 

Project Manager Sedadi, and

Torrance Police Officer Farley.

MOTION:  Commissioner Clounch moved to grant excused absences to Commissioners Galvin, Lewis, and Rische for the May 4, 2009 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Tsao seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
MOTION:  Commissioner Tsao moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Sargent seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Galvin, Lewis, and Rische). 

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   APRIL 6, 2009
MOTION:  Commissioner Clounch moved to continue approval of the April 6, 2009 to the June 1, 2009 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Sargent seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Galvin, Lewis, and Rische).

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1


None.

7.
ITEMS UNDER CONSIDERATION
7a.
NOMINATION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR

MOTION:  Commissioner Tsao moved to elect Commissioner Galvin for Chairperson of the Traffic Commission and Commissioner Clounch for Vice-Chairperson of the Traffic Commission for fiscal year 2009-2010.  Commissioner Sargent seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Galvin, Lewis, and Rische).

8.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2
8A.
Transportation Manager Semaan announced that Deputy Attorney Patrick Sullivan willwill attend the June 1, 2009 Commission meeting to discuss the Brown Act and  functions of the Traffic Commission.

8B.
Transportation Manager Semaan distributed copies of the Strategic Plan and advised that staff has been tasked as Strategic Managers to oversee goals and objectives related to traffic matters.  He stated that examples include maintaining effective operational standards, planning and efficient delivery of services, and synchronizing traffic signals.


Commissioner Clounch stated that he was pleased that traffic objectives were included in the Strategic Plan and noted that, after safety, traffic was the number one issue discussed during Strategic Plan committee meetings.  He stated that, while it is difficult to make major improvements on main arteries without large amounts of capital, it is possible to make improvements in residential traffic, particularly cut-through traffic.  

8C.
Transportation Manager Semaan stated that staff has applied for five or six different potential grants from Metropolitan Transit Authority.  He noted that one is a complementary application for the ITS project that covers roadways that did not quality under the current ITS project.  


Project Manager Sedadi stated that all documents have been received from Los Angeles County and are being finalized before sending to the consultant.  She noted that actual implementation will be done by Public Works and will include a Traffic Management Center at City Yard.   

8D.
Commissioner Clounch received clarification from staff that protective-permissive left turn signal operations require five signal heads on the pole.


Officer Farley explained that a left turn cannot legally be made on a red light no matter if it is safe or not.

8F.
Commissioner Sargent requested an excused absence for the June 1, 2009 Traffic Commission meeting.

8G.
Chairperson Santome requested that Commissioners consider if they want to go dark for the July Commission meeting.

9.
ADJOURNMENT

At 7:32 p.m., Chairperson Santome adjourned the meeting to Monday, June 1, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room. 

Approved as Submitted
June 1, 2009

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk  (lc)
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