December 7, 2006

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND

ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:04 p.m. on Thursday, December 7, 2006, in the West Annex Meeting Room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:


Present:
Commissioners Chim, Minter, Reilly, Watson, and

Chairperson McCabe. 


Absent:
Commissioner Griffiths.


Also Present:
Deputy Community Development Director Cessna. 


MOTION:  Commissioner Reilly moved to grant Commissioner Griffiths an excused absence for this meeting.  Commissioner Minter seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson McCabe so ordered.

 3.
SALUTE TO THE FLAG

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chairperson McCabe.

4.
POSTING OF THE AGENDA



MOTION:  Commissioner Reilly, seconded by Commissioner Watson, moved to accept and file the report of the secretary on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC


None.

6.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

6A.
MEETING OF NOVEMBER 2, 2006


Minutes were not available.

7.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS


7A.
PRESENTATION BY VIRGINIA HILKER  - 


“U.S. MAYORS’ CLIMATE PROTECTION AGREEMENT AKA COOL CITIES”



Virginia Hilker, Calle de Castellana, Redondo Beach, representing Environmental Priorities Network, Citizens for Global Solutions, and Sierra Club South Bay, provided information regarding the U.S. Mayors’ Climate Protection Agreement started by Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels on February 16, 2005.  In the Agreement, Mayor Nickels challenged U.S. Cities to meet or beat a 7% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions below 1990 levels by 2012.  She reported that, as of December 4, 2006, a total of 333 Mayors in the U.S., 62 from California, have accepted the challenge and are now Cool Cities.


She requested that the Commission support the organizations’ endeavors to have the City of Torrance become a Cool City and offer suggestions on how to make the most effective report to the Mayor and City Council.  She commended the Commission for its presentation to City Council at the November 21, 2006 joint meeting.  She briefly discussed benefits for becoming a Cool City, as well as the four steps Torrance would need to take to accomplish the goal in the next six years:  1) Mayor Scotto to sign the Agreement, 2) Conduct a global warming emissions inventory, 3) Create a Solutions Plan, and 4) Implement and Monitor Progress.


David Dutra, Arlington Avenue, recommended the South Bay Energy Savings Center as a good resource for energy efficient solutions and cost justification for energy savings methods.  


Chairperson McCabe noted that the Solutions Plan has short and long term goals.  He suggested that, if adopted, the Agreement could serve as a framework for many of the goals that the Commission has outlined, but in a more structured way.


Commissioner Watson thanked Ms. Hilker for the Cool Cities booklet and commented that she was not aware that Sierra Club has taken a strong position on this.  She suggested that the Commission talk with other Cities that have signed the agreement to get their feedback.


Ms. Hilker discussed the California Climate Action Registry that provides guidelines for California cities.  She suggested that following the program would help City departments come together in a more unified effort and that the Commission would be the best liaison with City Council.


Commissioner Reilly thanked Ms. Hilker for her efforts in expanding awareness and shared information about sidewalk tiles used in Italy, made from a titanium material, that chemically convert smog emissions.


Mr. Dutra suggested that some of the best solutions are the least expensive, such as installing office windows in the direction of the prevailing wind.  He offered a means of quantifying 1990 levels of greenhouse emissions.


Deputy Director Cessna suggested that staff research the agreement and bring back its recommendations at the February 1, 2007 Commission meeting.  She invited Ms. Hilker to attend that meeting and suggested that her organization hold off presenting the proposal to City Council until after the meeting.


Robert Carr, address unknown, stated that he was pleased that the Commission is approaching the proposal in an open-minded manner, noting that there is strong evidence for climatic change occurring.

8.
SIGN HEARINGS
8A.
REVISIT ELECTRONIC READERBOARD POLICY

Deputy Director Cessna reported that a sign provider contacted staff regarding the installation of one-line copy electronic readerboards in eight locations and that two other readerboards have been installed without permits. She reminded Commissioners that electronic readerboards are considered flashing, blinking, or running signs and are prohibited by City code.  She presented revised guidelines in the material of record that the Commission may consider when reviewing requests that include type of readerboard, type of use, and conditions of operation.  She noted that the Commission’s function was to take into consideration the totality of the location, circumstances of the business, and the surrounding area.


Commissioner Reilly received clarification that the main difference between electronic readerboards and neon, standing signs is their motion and intensity.  In response to her inquiry regarding a sign in the City of Lawndale, staff explained that there have been redevelopment and funding issues with its use.


When Commissioner Chim suggested including a monocolor restriction, Deputy Director Cessna indicated that staff did not consider it a large issue.


Commissioner Reilly suggested that applicants be required to demonstrate a pictorial display of their requests.  


Following a brief discussion, Deputy Director Cessna added a ninth guideline stating that the applicant shall provide a graphic representation of sign copy, including any colors.


Commissioner Minter suggested including a requirement regarding maintenance of readerboard signs and received clarification that there are already provisions in the City code requiring signs to be kept in good working order.


Commissioner Minter expressed concern regarding control of content on electronic readerboards and, following a brief discussion, Deputy Director Cessna stated that she would discuss the issue of content with the City Attorney’s office.

9.
NEW BUSINESS
9A.
RECAP OF THE NOVEMBER 21, 2006 JOINT MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL AND TEQECC.



Deputy Director Cessna advised that there would be a staff meeting with the City Manager’s office, General Services, Public Works, and Building and Safety on December 12, 2006 to discuss items that were brought up at the joint meeting.  She offered to bring back an internal review of the meeting at the next Commission meeting.


Chairperson McCabe stated that he was proud and overwhelmed by how well the presentations went at the joint meeting.


Commissioner Watson stated that the presentations were cohesive and that City Council responded much more actively than she had expected.  She commended Virginia Hilker for spreading the word about the meeting.


Commissioner Reilly stated that the presentations were well received, that the DVD was effective, and that she was impressed with City Council’s receptiveness.


Commissioner Chim offered her regrets for being unable to attend the meeting.


Commissioner Minter agreed that the individual presentations were excellent and that the DVD was informative and captured everybody’s senses.


Chairperson McCabe stated that the meeting changed the perception of what the Commission does and wants to do.  He suggested that each Commissioner research the area that they discussed at the joint meeting and bring back additional information to the next Commission meeting.  He suggested that initial efforts should focus on public outreach.


Deputy Director Cessna cautioned Commissioners to bring back broad policy level, rather than operational level, ideas and recommendations.


MOTION:  Chairperson McCabe moved to form an Energy Matters subcommittee consisting of Commissioner Chim and Chairperson McCabe and to form a Green Building subcommittee consisting of Commissioners Minter and Griffiths.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Watson and passed without objection (absent Commissioner Griffiths).


Chairperson McCabe requested that staff bring back the Policy Statement that was presented to City Council to the next Commission meeting to make minor revisions.

10.
INFORMATION MATTERS



Deputy Director Cessna stated that National Sports Grill would probably be requesting an electronic readerboard sign at the next Commission meeting.

11.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS
11A.
Commissioners unanimously decided to go dark in January 2007.

11B.
Commissioner Chim shared information about her visit to the Boeing Satellite Facility and noted that many satellites are made for environmental purposes.

11C.
Commissioner Watson offered to design the Green Pride in Torrance award and presented 2007 Torrance Historical Society calendars to Commissioners and staff.  She discussed Torrance Historical Society’s efforts to raise funds to digitize the archive.

11D.
Chairperson McCabe announced an alternative fuel vehicle event in the City of Santa Monica on December 9, 2006.

12.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 8:57 p.m., Commissioner Watson moved to adjourn the meeting to February 1, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reilly and, hearing no objection, Chairperson McCabe so ordered.

Approved as Submitted

February 1, 2007

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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