June 5, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND

ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:05 p.m. on Thursday, June 5, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners Chim, Decker, Gobble, Reilly, 

Watson, and Chairperson McCabe. 


Absent:
Commissioner Griffiths.


Also Present:
Deputy Community Development Director Cessna,

Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones, and

Environmental Quality Officer Hill.

3.
SALUTE TO THE FLAG

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Reilly.

4.
POSTING OF THE AGENDA




Chairperson McCabe requested that Item 8A be taken out of order.

MOTION:  Commissioner Watson, seconded by Commissioner Decker, moved to accept and file the report of the secretary on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
None.
6.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

6A.
MEETING OF 
APRIL 3, 2008

MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble moved for the approval of the April 3, 2008 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Decker seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Griffiths).

MEETING OF 
MAY 1, 2008

MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble moved for the approval of the May 1, 2008 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Decker seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Griffiths).
8.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS


8A.
ENVIRONMENTAL FAIR



This item was considered out of order.


Deputy Director Cessna introduced the item and welcomed guests from Environmental Priorities Network (EPN).


Lillian Light, President, Environmental Priorities Network, commended the Commission for encouraging Torrance City Council to sign on to the Cool Cities initiative.  She expressed willingness to work with the City to help plan and organize a local energy fair in 2009.  She distributed programs from previous energy fairs successfully organized by EPN as well as a flier regarding a Solar Home Tour on June 7, 2008.  She stated that EPN could supply considerable support to this effort and that working with Torrance would expand the reach of their publicity.  She noted that a partnership would attract more sponsors, exhibitors, and visitors, and suggested that the Cultural Arts Center in May would be an ideal venue and time.


David Dutra, Energy Fair Chairman, Environmental Priorities Network, provided a brief slide presentation on energy fairs and exhibitors who participated in 2006-2008 EPN sponsored fairs.  He stated that EPN focuses exclusively on conservation of energy that pays for itself, with local vendors who offer concrete solutions for the biggest energy users:  transportation, air conditioning, heating, and electrical lighting.  He offered EPN’s assistance in finding other exhibitors or evaluating or reevaluating ones who have been invited before.


In response to Commissioner Chim’s inquiry, Ms. Light stated that it costs EPN approximately $3,000 to put on an energy fair.


Deputy Director Cessna suggested that the Commission formulate a recommendation that could be presented to City Council in August 2008.  She stated that it makes sense to expand on what is already there and to work together to make it an even better event.


Commissioners took turns offering their recommendations for the best time and place to hold an energy fair that would attract as many planned and unplanned people as possible.  

As there were a variety of suggestions offered, Chairperson McCabe requested that staff work out which venue and time of year would make the most logistical and economic sense.  Deputy Director Cessna agreed to bring back staff recommendations at the August Commission meeting.

7.
OIL MATTERS
7A.
OIL08-00003, THREE YEAR EXTENSION OF AN EXISTING OPERATING OIL FACILITY AT 2425 WEST 228th STREET

With the aid of slides, Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones provided background regarding the non-conforming oil well site located in the middle of a residential neighborhood that has frontage on both 228th and 227th Streets.  She stated that the well pumps 24 hours and approximately 165 barrels of oil are picked up three times a month.  She noted that the site is well maintained and that staff has not received any complaints.  She presented staff’s recommendation:

Recommendation:

Approval of the three year operating extension with the following conditions:

1) At least 365 barrels of oil or 3,650,000 cubic feet of gas must be produced per year;

2) The facility must be operated and maintained in compliance with the provisions of Torrance Municipal Code, Chapter 7;

3) The conditions requested in the Precise Plan must be continuously maintained;

4) All provisions of the City’s Fire and Building Codes must be observed;

5) The landscape on the northern elevation (227th Street) shall be maintained; and

6) This extension shall be for three years only per Section 97.14.5(b) of the Torrance Municipal Code and the Commission may revoke said extension if said criteria are not met during said period.


In response to Commissioner Gobble’s inquiry regarding noise and odor, she advised that there is an acoustic blanket on the motor and that staff detected very little odor.


Chairperson McCabe explained the policies and procedures of the Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission, including the right to appeal decisions to the City Council.

MOTION:  At 8:11 p.m., Commissioner Decker moved to open the public hearing.  Commissioner Watson seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

Scott Simpson, West 228th Street, expressed concern about diesel fumes and noise from large trucks that idle for an hour or more once a week during pumping.  He stated that he asked the owner two weeks ago to consider installing an electric pump.

Matt Weathers, representing the applicant, stated that the owner is looking into it.

El Oliver, West 227th Street, stated that the concern over the trucks idling was brought up three years ago and that it would be best to resolve the issue.

Robert Johnson, West 227th Street, stated that he has had no problems with the oil facility.

MOTION:  At 8:18 p.m., Commissioner Gobble, seconded by Commissioner Decker, moved to close the public hearing.

MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble moved to concur with staff recommendation to approve OIL08-00003 with all conditions and to encourage the owner to explore alternative methods that would reduce fumes and noise.  Commissioner Decker seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Griffiths).

8.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS
8A.
ENVIRONMENTAL FAIR

Previously considered following Item 6.

8B.
CITY YARD OPEN HOUSE

Deputy Director Cessna distributed tee shirts and maps of the Commission’s table at the June 7, 2008 City Yard Open House.  She received confirmation that Commissioners Griffiths, Watson, and Gobble would volunteer at the event from 10 a.m. to noon and that Commissioners Decker, Reilly, and Chairperson McCabe would be there from noon to 2:00 p.m.  She stated that giveaways would include bark chips for mulch, seed packets, and ladybugs and that there would be a running power point presentation regarding green building.  She noted that photographs of Green Pride in Torrance award recipients and information about ladybugs would be on display as well as a coloring contest for kids.


Commissioner Chim left at 8:30 p.m.

9.
ORAL COMMUNICATION
 

9A.
Commissioner Watson distributed fliers and provided an update on the June 21, 2008 showing of the film “Who Killed the Electric Car?”  She stated that three actors from the film would be participating in the panel discussion and commended Library Commissioner Gerber for her efforts in planning the event.

9B.
Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones announced a fundraising event at Borders on June 9-10, 2008 to benefit Readership Torrance.

9C.
Deputy Director Cessna reported that Jose Alvarado found a sanctuary that was willing to take his dogs, adding that the City plans to try to recoup fees through Small Claims court.

9D.
A brief discussion centered on the May 22, 2008 meeting at Toyota attended by Commissioner Decker and Chairperson McCabe. 

9E.
Commissioner Gobble stated that he has had several conversations with various waste disposal companies and that there are many options regarding disposal of green waste.

9F.
Commissioner Watson distributed information regarding permeable grass and traveling tidepool exhibits as well as an author presentation Brown Acres:  An Intimate History of the Los Angeles Sewers by Anna Sklar.


9G.
Chairperson McCabe
mentioned that the Governor declared a drought on June 4, 2008.


Commissioner Reilly suggested that public service announcements promoting water conservation be placed on City electronic readerboard signs.

9H.
Chairperson McCabe suggested that Commissioners and staff begin planning the next joint meeting with City Council.
9I.
Commissioner Griffiths requested an excused absence for August 7, 2008.

10.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 9:18 p.m., Commissioner Watson moved to adjourn the meeting to August 7, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gobble and, hearing no objection, Chairperson McCabe so ordered.

Approved as Amended

August 7, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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