April 3, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND

ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:02 p.m. on Thursday, April 3, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners Chim, Decker, Gobble, Griffiths, Reilly, 

Watson, and Chairperson McCabe. 


Absent:
None.


Also Present:
Deputy Community Development Director Cessna and

Environmental Quality Officer Hill.
3.
SALUTE TO THE FLAG

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Reilly.

4.
POSTING OF THE AGENDA



MOTION:  Commissioner Watson, seconded by Commissioner Reilly, moved to accept and file the report of the secretary on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
None.
6.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

6A.
MEETING OF 
FEBRUARY 7, 2008

MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble moved for the approval of the February 7, 2008 meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Decker seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

6B.
MEETING OF MARCH 6, 2008

MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble moved to approve the March 6, 2008 meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Decker seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (with Commissioners Chim and Reilly abstaining).

7.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS
7A.
APPEAL OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING HELD FEBRUARY 14, 2008, FOR OWNER JOSE ALVARADO



Deputy Director Cessna presented supplemental correspondence from Mr. Alvarado’s attorney requesting that the Appeal scheduled for this evening be postponed until the May Commission meeting.  She noted that, in the interim, the appellant would be working with Animal Control to try to resolve the issues without the necessity of an Appeal.  She requested that Commissioners concur with staff recommendation to defer the item to the May Commission meeting.



Responding to Commissioner Gobble’s inquiries, Deputy Director Cessna advised that the five dogs have been placed in Los Angeles County Animal Shelter at a cost to the City of $16.23 per day per animal, adding that the owner would be required to pay boarding fees if he is allowed to remove them.



In response to Chairperson McCabe’s inquiry, she provided clarification that the reason for the request for postponement was insufficient advance notification.  



Commissioner Decker received clarification from staff that the City does not allow ownership of five dogs.



MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble moved to postpone the appeal of the Dangerous Dog Administrative Hearing held February 14, 2008 for owner Jose Alvarado to the May 1, 2008 Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission meeting.  Commissioner Decker seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval.

8.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS


8A.
UPDATE ON CITY YARD OPEN HOUSE


Deputy Director Cessna announced that the interdepartmental Green Torrance Team was making plans for the Commission to host a booth at the June 7, 2008 City Yard Open House.  She noted that Danny Santana from the Planning Department would be providing a running power point presentation on green building programs and that representatives from Recycling, Fleet, and Water would also be present.


In response to Chairperson McCabe’s inquiry regarding outside vendors, Deputy Director Cessna advised that the City Yard Open House is an internal City function to demonstrate what the City is doing and that it would not be the proper forum for exhibitors.  She noted that the Environmental Priorities Network was interested in holding a joint environmental fair in 2009 with the Commission.  


Commissioner Griffiths expressed concern about public perception--that having so little emphasis on environmental issues at the event would demonstrate what the City is not doing. 


Chairperson McCabe stated that he was disappointed because the City Yard Open House would have been a good opportunity to do more.  He expressed interest in holding an environmental fair sooner than 2009 and setting a date as soon as possible.


Deputy Director Cessna explained that the Green Torrance Team was putting a lot of thought and effort into how best to present what the City is doing and working towards.  She pointed out that the Commission is an advisory body, that it would be staff’s responsibility to organize and put on an event, and that it has limited resources.


Commissioners and staff discussed possible items to have at the City Yard Open House that include a vinyl banner, tree saplings or seedlings, a map of community resources, a display board showcasing businesses that the City has recognized, a list of environmental measures that the City has taken, give-aways, and visuals such as an alternative fuel vehicle or solar panel.


Deputy Director Cessna suggested inviting the students from the West High School Environmental Club to participate and possibly allow them to distribute their petition regarding the use of polystyrene.


Chairperson McCabe suggested the possibility of asking City Council to approve funding to hire a consultant to organize a future environmental fair. 

9.
ORAL COMMUNICATION
 

9A.
Deputy Director Cessna stated that there was a South Bay Cities Council of Governments green task force meeting in the City of El Segundo on April 3, 2008 and distributed fliers about Air Quality Management District’s lawn mower program and South Bay Energy Savings Center workshops.  She advised that a consultant has been hired to help all the cities establish their baselines, noting that it may take six months to complete.  

9B.
Deputy Director Cessna stated that a new strategic priority, Stewardship of the Environment, is being added to the Strategic Plan update.  She noted that the addition would allow the City to expand on environmental programs and give them more weight.

9C.
Commissioner Gobble shared information about his attendance at a global warming conference with Senator Feinstein.

9D.
Commissioner Chim stated that her son’s preschool was holding a Safety Earth event next week.

9E.
Commissioner Watson provided an update on the screening of “Who Killed the Electric Car?” on June 21, 2008.

9F.
Commissioner Watson recommended that City facilities use long tubes for recycling batteries as well as replacing the City sign on the corner of Torrance Boulevard and Madrona Avenue.


Commissioner Reilly suggested encouraging corporate sponsorship to promote a solar paneled electronic readerboard sign.

9G.
Commissioner Decker expressed concern about endangered bison, polar bears, and jaguars, stressing the need to be more outspoken.

9H.
Chairperson McCabe initiated a brief discussion about the City’s Proclamation to turn out lights for one hour on March 29, 2008 and more effective ways to get information out to residents.


9I.
Chairperson McCabe
requested that staff provide minutes from Green Torrance Team meetings, an example of an Environmental Impact Report, an update on green waste and other recycling programs, and a list of action items from previous Commission meeting minutes.

9J.
Chairperson McCabe initiated discussion about the need for a City environmental contact person on staff for information sharing as well as the need to move forward with the City’s energy audit.

9K.
Deputy Director Cessna advised that staff would be bringing forward a policy regarding window readerboard signage, a feral cat feeding ordinance, and oil well certification extensions in May and June 2008. 

10.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 8:50 p.m., Commissioner Decker moved to adjourn the meeting to May 1, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Griffiths and, hearing no objection, Chairperson McCabe so ordered.

Approved as Submitted

June 5, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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