November 12, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Parks and Recreation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 12, 2008, in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.  

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Cook, Gilbert, Hazell, McGee, 

Taniguchi, and Chairperson Orpe.

Absent:            
Commissioners Ning and Robbins.
Also Present:

Community Services Director Jones, 

Recreation Services Manager Brunette,

Senior Business Manager Minter, 

Park Services Manager Wilson, and

Community Relations Specialist Paras.

MOTION:  Commissioner Cook moved to grant excused absences to Commissioners Ning and Robbins for the November 12, 2008 Commission meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Taniguchi; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.
3.
FLAG SALUTE


Park Services Manager Wilson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

MOTION:  Commissioner McGee moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Cook seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MINUTES OF 
OCTOBER 8, 2008 


MOTION:  Commissioner Cook moved for approval of the October 8, 2008 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Gilbert seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Ning and Robbins).
6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #1


None.

7.
NEW BUSINESS

7A.
PRESENTATION OF THE NEW CITY EVENTS CALENDAR ON THE CITY’S WEB PAGE

Community Relations Specialist Paras, Office of Cable and Community Relations, distributed postcards and provided a demonstration of the new Torrance Events Calendar launched in September 2008.  She stated that there are multiple ways to access the Calender from the City’s website www.torrnet.com.  Users may click on the Torrance Events Calendar icon from the homepage, select it from the Quicklinks drop down menu, or click on the Events Calendar in the footer of every page.  She described how to access the Calendar from the Residents, Business, and Government sections as well as how to find events from the Master Calendar, noting options to view the Calendar by day, week, month, age group, or area of interest.  She stated that items submitted by non-profit organizations are placed under the “Community” Calendar; everything else is populated with City-hosted events.


Responding to Commissioner McGee’s inquiry, she explained how to submit events for inclusion in the Torrance Events Calendar.


Commissioner Taniguchi commended Community Relations Specialist Paras for her hard work, noting that the Calendar will be useful for the community.  

7B.
APPROVAL OF RFP FOR WILSON SKATE PARK DESIGN CONSULTANTS

Recreation Services Manager Brunette introduced the item and noted that the draft Request for Proposal (RFP) was included in the material of record.  He reported that the intent of the RFP is to allow professional skate park designers to provide the City with potential skate park design costs as well as potential costs for building a new skate park.  He requested that the Commission review the RFP and forward its recommendation to City Council.


In response to Chairperson Orpe’s inquiry, he stated that it does not cost anything to send out an RFP, only staff time required to prepare it.  He estimated that it would cost $40,000 to $60,000 to design a skate park and, based on the design, several hundred thousand dollars to build it.  He added that the RFP has some parameters but is open and flexible so as not to limit design thoughts of professionals.


Commissioner McGee inquired if other locations are being considered and Recreation Services Manager Brunette responded that the RFP is for a skate park at Wilson Park but that it could be changed.  He added that he expects five or six designers to submit proposals.

Community Services Director Jones stated that the Skate Park Committee has been meeting on a regular basis and is hoping to move forward with the RFP to have a sense of what design and construction of a skate park would cost.  He added that the Committee would be able to use the conceptual design to fundraise, solicit corporate sponsorship, and engage the community.  He briefly discussed pros and cons of having a free admission, open-to-the public skate park.  

MOTION:  Commissioner Cook moved to approve and forward to City Council the Request for Proposal for planning and design of the Wilson Skate Park.  Commissioner McGee seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Ning and Robbins).

7C.
UPDATE OF SEA-AIRE GOLF REVENUE

Responding to an inquiry made at the October Commission meeting, Recreation Services Manager Brunette provided clarification that the revenue at Sea-Aire Golf Course for September 2008 was $10,371.50, which is an increase of $1,008.50 over September 2007 of $9,363.00.

8.
STANDING COMMITTEE UPDATES
8A.
FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
Has not met.

8B.
GRANTS COMMITTEE – GRANT PROGRAM 


Chairperson Orpe reported that the Grants Committee listened to 24 grant applicants at Grant Hearings on October 27-28, 2008 and had its Grant Deliberations on October 29, 2008.  He stated that the Committee selected 20 non-profit organizations to award $40,000 total and would be bringing back its recommendations to the December 9, 2008 Commission meeting.  He thanked staff and Committee members for the smoothest deliberation he has ever experienced.  

8C.
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 
Has not met.

8D.
PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 
Commissioner Cook reported that the Programs Committee met with charter clubs on October 22, 2008 and that the meeting was very informative.  

9.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY

9A.
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION


Senior Business Manager Minter noted that the report for October 2008 was included in the material of record.  He briefly discussed current Requests for Proposals for Las Canchas tennis facility and Batting Cages as well as the City’s participation in the earthquake disaster drill, The Great California Shake Up, on November 13, 2008.  He advised that winter registration will begin November 18, 2008.   

9B.
PARK SERVICES DIVISION


Park Services Manager Wilson reported that the Wilson Park pond has been drained down to the sediment level and is starting to dry out.  He stated that they would formulate a strategy how to reduce as much mud as possible and then retain a designer to determine what improvements can be made to make it a cleaner body of water.  He reported that they are working with Los Angeles County Vector Control to reduce the population of ground squirrels at Entradero Park and sump area.

9C.
RECREATION SERVICES DIVISION
Recreation Services Manager Brunette noted that the Recreation Services Division Report for October 2008 was included in agenda packets.  He reported that the Plunge will be closed November 23 to December 7, 2008 to repair expansion joints on the bottom of the pool.  He thanked Commissioners McGee and Robbins for serving as judges at the Halloween Carnival and encouraged Commissioners to participate in the Turkey Trot.

Community Services Director Jones asked Chairperson Orpe to shoot the starting pistol for the Turkey Trot.

10.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #2

10A.
Keith Montoya, Bernist Avenue, thanked Commissioners for representing the City and requested that one of the City’s sumps be considered for an open space nature area for bird watching with perhaps walking paths.

10B.
Michael Ohta, Torrance Youth Council, West High School, introduced himself and stated that he was impressed with all that the Commission does.

10C.
Commissioner Gilbert distributed membership applications for the Torrance Library Foundation and stated that she was looking forward to participating in the “search and rescue” tomorrow.

10D.
Commissioner Hazell stated that he was impressed with the play equipment at Victor Park.

10D.
Commissioner McGee stated that he enjoyed being a judge at the Halloween Carnival and visiting the tree house at Wilson Park.

10E.
Chairperson Orpe announced Tip A Cop, a fundraiser benefiting South Bay Special Olympics, on November 20, 2008, and wished all a happy Thanksgiving.

10F.
Recreation Services Manager Brunette announced that Recreation Supervisor Dill was installed as Director at Large for the Southern California Municipal Athletic Federation and also received the annual Jim Bishop Award.

11.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 7:55 p.m., Commissioner Gilbert moved to adjourn the meeting to December 9, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  Commissioner Hazell seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Orpe so ordered.

Approved as Submitted
December 10, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)


Parks and Recreation Commission
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