September 10, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Parks and Recreation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 10, 2008, in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.  

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Cook, Gilbert, McGee, Ning*, Robbins, Taniguchi, and Chairperson Orpe.

Absent:            
None.
Also Present:

Community Services Director Jones,

Senior Business Manager Minter, and

Acting Recreation Services Manager Kaemerle.

MOTION:  Chairperson Orpe moved to grant an excused absence to Commissioner Hazell for the September 10, 2008 Commission meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gilbert; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

 *Commissioner Ning arrived at 7:09 p.m.

3.
FLAG SALUTE


Senior Business Manager Minter led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

MOTION:  Commissioner Taniguchi moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Gilbert seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MINUTES OF 
AUGUST 13, 2008 


MOTION:  Commissioner Robbins moved for approval of the August 13, 2008 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner McGee seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Hazell).
6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #1


None.

7.
NEW BUSINESS

7A.
ACCEPTANCE OF DOG OBEDIENCE CLUB DONATION
Acting Recreation Services Manager Kaemerle requested that the Commission accept the donation of $600 from the Dog Obedience Club to be used for youth recreation equipment or programs.  He noted that the total of their donations to date, including this year’s donation, is $31,385.00.

MOTION:  Commissioner Robbins moved to accept the $600 donation from the Dog Obedience Club.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Hazell).

7B.
APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSAL FROM SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA LIVE STEAMERS
Community Services Director Jones introduced the item and recommended that the Commission support the proposal.

Tim Brothers, Acacia Avenue, President of Southern California Live Steamers, requested permission to add an additional run day at the Wilson Park “mini” train compound for the public on the third Saturday of each month.   He stated that this request is due to an increase in public ridership and would enable them accommodate birthday parties as well as corporate and church picnics.

In response to Commissioner Robbins’ inquiry, Mr. Brothers stated that preparation time for a run is one hour before and one hour after.

Responding to Chairperson Orpe’s inquiry, Mr. Brothers advised that each run includes five cars with 20 to 25 people per car and each rides takes approximately five minutes.

MOTION:  Commissioner Taniguchi moved to approve the proposal from Southern California Live Steamers to add an additional run day at Wilson Park’s “mini” train compound on the third Saturday of each month.  Commissioner McGee seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Hazell).

7C.
APPROVAL OF ROTATIONAL PLAN FOR THE GRANTS STANDING COMMITTEE

Community Services Director Jones recommended a plan to rotate members of the Commission onto the Grants standing committee beginning August 2009 in order to allow all Commissioners the opportunity to serve on this Committee.  He presented suggested rules of order for this rotational plan based on seniority as included in the material of record.


MOTION:  Commissioner Ning moved to approve the rotational plan for the Grants standing committee as presented by staff.  Commissioner Gilbert seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Hazell).

8.
STANDING COMMITTEE UPDATES
8A.
FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

Has not met.


In response to Commissioner Robbins’ inquiry, Community Services Director Jones stated that the Youth Sports Wall of Honor has been identified as a capital project by City Council and will be considered for approval in the next 30 to 45 days.

8B.
GRANTS COMMITTEE – GRANT PROGRAM 


Chairperson Orpe reported that the committee has not met.

8C.
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 
Has not met.

8D.
PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 

Commissioner Cook reported that the Programs Committee met on August 13, 2008 to prepare an informational survey for Charter Clubs to complete. He stated that they plan to have members come before the Committee to explain their clubs and to see what the City can do for them.


Senior Business Manager Minter added that letters and surveys have been sent out to charter clubs and that he would provide an update at the October Commission meeting.

9.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY

9A.
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION


Senior Business Manager Minter noted that the report for August 2008 was included in the material of record.  

10B.
PARK SERVICES DIVISION


Community Services Director Jones stated that the Projects crew is responsible for duties such as maintaining sidewalks and fence repairs and they have forecasted, prioritized, and identified projects that need to be implemented based on health and safety first.  He commended the crew for the quality of its work that has recently included removal and installation of the rubberized surface for the Victor Park playground equipment.


Commissioner Robbins offered the observation that the pathways at Columbia Park are now mud free.


In response to Commissioner McGee’s inquiry, Community Services Director Jones provided an update on the Wilson Park pond.

9C.
RECREATION SERVICES DIVISION
Acting Recreation Services Manager Kaemerle discussed the successful Annual Aquacade Show, the adult softball program, Sea-Aire Golf Course, the Totally 80’s Trivia Contest, and Movie in the Park.  

10.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #2
10A.
Torrance Youth Council members Christina from South High School and Eileen from North High School introduced themselves.

10B.
Commissioner Gilbert stated that she enjoyed the Aquacade.  

10C.
Commissioner Gilbert announced the Cultural Arts Center Foundation opening season with “Capitol Steps” on October 3-4, 2008 and a Historical Society Home Tour on October 11-12, 2008.

10D.
Commissioner Robbins stated that he enjoyed the welcome reception for the Kashiwa students and the exhibits at the Torrance Art Museum.

10E.
Commissioner Taniguchi shared information about Sister City activities this summer.

10F.
Commissioner Taniguchi expressed her condolences for the family of former Councilmember Gene Drevno.

10G.
Community Services Director Jones stated that he would be bringing back the new Community Services Mission Statement next month.

10H.
Community Services Director Jones announced a new Recreation Services Manager Richard Brunette who will begin September 22, 2008.

11.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 7:45 p.m., Commissioner Gilbert moved to adjourn the meeting to October 8, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  Commissioner McGee seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Orpe so ordered.

Approved as Submitted
October 8, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)


Parks and Recreation Commission
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