May 13, 2009

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Parks and Recreation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:02 p.m. on Wednesday, May 13, 2009, in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.  

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Hazell, Robbins, Ning, Taniguchi, and Chairperson Orpe.

Absent:            
Commissioners Cook and Gilbert.
Also Present:

Community Services Director Jones, 

Recreation Services Manager Brunette, 

Senior Business Manager Minter,
Park Services Manager Wilson, and

Senior Recreation Supervisor Kelso.

MOTION:  Commissioner Robbins moved to grant Commissioners Cook and Gilbert excused absences for the May 13, 2009 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

3.
FLAG SALUTE


Park Services Manager Wilson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

MOTION:  Commissioner Taniguchi moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Robbins seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MINUTES OF 
APRIL 8, 2009 


MOTION:  Commissioner Robbins moved for approval of the April 8, 2009 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Cook and Gilbert).
6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1 


Tim Brothers, President, Southern California Live Steamers, Acacia Avenue, was pleased to announce an increase in ridership since being granted an additional run day at Wilson Park, noting that there may be as many as 1,500 visitors each day, and expressed appreciation for allowing them to continue to serve the public in this way. He distributed cards for “Golden Spike Day” celebrating 140 years since the joining of 1,776 miles of track, completing the Transcontinental Railroad on May 10, 1869.  


Dean Reuter, President, Rotary Club of Del Amo, Palos Verdes Boulevard, stated that Torrance is the home base for A.Y.S.O. and that his organization voted unanimously to host a club soccer tournament in Torrance.  He invited Commissioners to attend an exhibition soccer game on June 6, 2009 at Columbia Park, the precursor to the Rotary International Soccer Tournament held the first week of every June.  


Ted Porter, Emerald Street, distributed a photograph of the dedication of Columbia Park and expressed concern that the Park’s fields are in need of maintenance. He stated that the Rotary International Soccer Tournament is an excellent opportunity to showcase the City and urged the Commission and staff to make necessary improvements to the fields if any resources are available. 

7.
OLD BUSINESS

7A.
STATUS OF WILSON PARK POND RESTORATION PROJECT
Community Services Director Jones reported that City Council approved the concept and funding for the Wilson Park Pond Restoration Project.  He stated that staff is accepting bids for the clean-up phase and that hopefully the pond will re-open by Fourth of July weekend.

7B.
APPROVAL OF 2008 FINANCIAL & NARRATIVE REPORTS FOR NON-PROFIT SOCIAL SERVICE AGENCY GRANTS AND RECOMMENDATION FOR UNSPENT GRANT FUNDS

Community Services Director Jones reported that the Grants Committee met on May 12, 2009 to review the Financial and Narrative Statements provided by each of the 2009 grant recipients.  He stated that the Committee recommends approval of the Financial and Narrative Statements and to add the $1,530 in unspent funds from New Life Advocacy to the 2009 Grant Program.

MOTION:  Commissioner Robbins moved to approve the 2008 Financial and Narrative Statements for the 2008 Grant Program for Non-Profit Social Service Agencies and to add $1,530 in unused funds to the 2009 Grant Program.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Cook and Gilbert).

8.
NEW BUSINESS
8A.
COMMISSION NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS

Community Services Director Jones suggested that the Commission follow past practice and consider election of officers based on seniority.


MOTION:  Commissioner Hazell moved to elect Commissioner Ning for Chairperson of the Parks and Recreation Commission for the term beginning July 1, 2009.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Cook and Gilbert).


MOTION:  Commissioner Taniguchi moved to elect Commissioner Hazell for Vice-Chairperson of the Parks and Recreation Commission for the term beginning July 1, 2009; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Cook and Gilbert).

8B.
PARTICIPATION IN SELECTION OF 2009-10 TORRANCE YOUTH COUNCIL MEMBERS


Recreation Services Manager Brunette recommended that the Commission appoint a member of the Commission to serve on the Committee to interview and make recommendations for the 2009-10 Torrance Youth Council.  He advised that interviews are scheduled for June 17 and 18, 2009 at the ATTIC.


Commissioner Taniguchi volunteered to attend the interviews and serve on the selection Committee.

8C.
REVIEW PROPOSED BUDGET SCENARIO FY 2009-2011

Senior Business Manager Minter presented 2% and 4% budget reduction scenarios in the material of record for the proposed 2009-2011 budget for the Administration, Parks, and Recreation Divisions.  He noted that the reduction goals were calculated based on 2008-2009 salary, net of salary reimbursements. He stated that their goal in preparing the scenarios was to not cut programs, reduce service levels, or increase fees.


Responding to Commissioner Robbins’ inquiry, he stated that salaried overtime reductions was a small percentage, that no layoffs are expected, and that revenues received from the batting cages and cell tower would offset the revenue reductions.  


In response to Commissioner Hazell’s response, Community Services Director Jones explained that all senior and youth programs are subsidized.  He noted that staff continues to look for internal efficiencies and ways that more can be done with less.   He encouraged Commissioners to participate in the June 2 and 9, 2009 Budget Workshops.

8D.
ACCEPT DOG OBEDIENCE CLUB DONATION AND PROPOSED EXPENDITURE

Recreation Services Manager Brunette introduced the item and requested that the Commission accept a $600 donation from the Dog Obedience Club of Torrance, bringing the grand total of donations to date to $32,035.  He recommended that the donation be used for a pilot program to purchase dog waste bags and two bag dispensers for Wilson Park.  


Commissioner Robbins inquired if the dispensers would be graffiti proof and Park Services Manager Wilson advised that they are researching models that are as vandal resistant as possible.  


Community Services Director Jones stated that if the pilot program is successful it may be expanded to other City parks.


MOTION:  Commissioner Robbins moved to approve the $600 donation from the Dog Obedience Club of Torrance and expenditure to purchase dog waste dogs and two bag dispensers for Wilson Park.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Cook and Gilbert).

8E.
APPROVAL OF MIKE WILSON’S RETIREMENT RESOLUTION

MOTION:  Commissioner Taniguchi moved to approve a retirement resolution as presented for Park Service Manager Wilson.  Commissioner Ning seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Cook and Gilbert).

9.
STANDING COMMITTEE UPDATES
8A.
FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
Has not met.

8B.
GRANTS COMMITTEE – GRANT PROGRAM 


Commissioner Taniguchi reported that the Committee met on May 12, 2009 and selected Commissioners responsible for monitoring the 20 organizations that received grants in February 2009.  She stated that Commissioners Gilbert, Robbins, Orpe and herself will each monitor five agencies, adding that Senior Recreation Supervisor Kelso is preparing a standard monitoring form for them to use.  She advised that monitoring will commence as soon as the forms are available and will be completed as soon as possible.  


She provided an update on plans for the July 15, 2009 Awards Banquet “Take Me Out to the Ball Game” and encouraged Commissioners to submit nominations. 

8C.
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 
Has not met.

8D.
PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 
Has not met.  

9.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY

9A.
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION


Senior Business Manager Minter noted that the Administrative Services Division Report for April 2009 was included in agenda packets.  He provided additional information about the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life at Wilson Park on April 25-26, 2009, permits issued for filming, and a training session of Park Rangers and Torrance Police Department.  He noted that walk-in registration for summer programs began on May 13, 2009 and that early numbers indicate strong enrollment.


In response to Commissioner Hazell’s inquiry, staff explained the process for selecting programs and contractors.

9B.
PARK SERVICES DIVISION
Park Services Manager Wilson noted that the Park Services Division Report for April 2009 was included in supplemental materials.

Commissioner Robbins observed that an individual is feeding pigeons at Columbia Park and Park Services Manager Wilson advised that the Division is working on the feeding ordinance with Community Development and the City Attorney’s Office.

Commissioner Taniguchi expressed appreciation to Park Services for helping with the Bunka-Sai Japanese Cultural Festival every year.

Community Services Director Jones reported that the bathroom at Torrance Park has been remodeled and will reopen on May 14, 2009.

9C.
RECREATION SERVICES DIVISION
Recreation Services Manager Brunette noted that the Recreation Services Division Report for April 2009 was included in agenda packets. 

10.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #2

10A.
Commissioner Ning stated that the Parks and Recreation Commission is very different than the Community Services Commission and that Chairperson Orpe should be able to extend his term that expires in January 2010.

10B.
Chairperson Orpe stated that six awards were given at the Beat the Odds Scholarship Banquet last week and that it is a worthwhile event.

10C.
Chairperson Orpe encouraged Commissioners to attend the Armed Forces Day Parade.

10D.
Community Services Director Jones informed the Commission that this was Park Services Manager Wilson’s last Commission meeting.  He expressed appreciation to him for his 37 years of service to the City, Commission, and Department and invited Commissioners to his retirement party on June 3, 2009.

Commissioners expressed their gratitude to Park Services Manager Wilson for his contributions and bid him a fond farewell.

Park Services Manager Wilson stated that he is proud of the accomplishments that the Division has made in the community.

11.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 8:25 p.m., Commissioner Hazell moved to adjourn the meeting to June 10, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  Commissioner Ning seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Orpe so ordered.

Approved as Submitted
June 10, 2009

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)


Parks and Recreation Commission
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