April 9, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Parks and Recreation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:01 p.m. on Wednesday, April 9, 2008, in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.  

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Cook, Gilbert, Hazell, McGee, Numark, Orpe, Robbins, Taniguchi, and Chairperson Smoot.

Absent:  
Commissioner Ning.
Also Present:

Community Services Director Jones,

Senior Administrative Analyst Orpe, 
Park Services Manager Wilson, and

Acting Recreation Services Manager Wand.

3.
FLAG SALUTE


Community Services Director Jones led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

MOTION:  Commissioner Robbins moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Gilbert seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MINUTES OF 
MARCH 12, 2008 


MOTION:  Commissioner McGee moved for the approval of the March 12, 2008 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Gilbert seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Ning and with Commissioners Numark and Taniguchi abstaining).

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #1


None. 

7.
OLD BUSINESS


None.

8.
NEW BUSINESS
8B.
DISCUSSION OF NEW PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT AT VICTOR PARK

This item was considered out of order.



Park Services Manager Wilson requested that Commissioners and community members provide input regarding selection of colors, spring riders, and types of activity panels they would like to see incorporated in the proposed playground design created for Victor Park.



Responding to Community Services Director Jones’ suggestion, he briefly discussed the Capital Improvement Project for the replacement of play equipment at parks throughout the City.  He noted that almost all pieces in the play equipment are made from recycled materials and that there would be a rubberized surface.



In response to Commissioner Robbins’ inquires, Park Service Manager Wilson advised that the play equipment at Victor Park is 15 years old, that vandalism at the park is minimal, and that installation was scheduled for the end of the school year.



Commissioner Hazell offered a suggestion to add fitness-oriented equipment to the Park to be used jointly by Torrance Unified School District and community members.



Susan Niemeyer and Cathy Jung, Emerald Street, received clarification from staff that existing play equipment would be removed and replaced with equipment that meets current Federal Government Playground Safety Standards.  They recommended bee and snail spring riders (with ladybug and grasshopper as third and fourth choices) and a blue, yellow, red, and green color scheme for the equipment.   



They were directed to discuss traffic concerns on Emerald Street to the Community Development Department and/or Traffic Commission. 



MOTION:  Commissioner Robbins moved to accept the proposed playground equipment for Victor Park as selected by residents and to forward the item to City Council.  Commissioner Hazell seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Ning).

8A.
EVALUATION OF CITY’S CHARTER CLUBS

Community Services Director Jones provided background on the establishment of Charter Clubs in the City.  He noted that there are currently 11 Charter Clubs and recommended that evaluation and review of the Charter Clubs be referred to the Programs Committee, consisting of Commissioners Numark, Cook, and Ning.  He requested that the Committee determine what services the Department is and should be providing so there is equity across the board, that applications are current, and that rules are being followed.


Commissioner Numark received clarification from staff that many of the Charter Clubs are not incorporated non-profit organizations.


Community Services Director Jones advised that Senior Business Manager Minter would serve as liaison to the Programs Committee and that he would provide a list of criteria established for Charter Clubs.


MOTION:  Commissioner Taniguchi, with a second by Commissioner Hazell, moved to refer evaluation of the City’s Charter Clubs to the Programs Committee; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Ning).

8C.
APPROVAL OF ANNUAL TREE DEDICATION REPORT

Parks Services Manager Wilson presented Living Tree Dedications for reporting period January 1, 2007 to December 31, 2007.


Responding to Commissioners’ inquiries, he advised that the City replaces a tree if is damaged or does not grow, that the cost varies depending on size of the tree, and that the program is not used as a means to generate revenue for the City.  


MOTION:  Commissioner Robbins moved to accept and file the Annual Tree Dedication Report as submitted.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Ning).

9.
STANDING COMMITTEE UPDATES
9A.
FACILITIES COMMITTEE 


Has not met.


Community Services Director Jones provided a brief update on the status of the batting cages proposal for Entradero Sump. 

9B.
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 


No report.

9C.
PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 

Commissioner Cook reported that the Committee met on April 9, 2008 to begin planning the July 9, 2008 Parks and Recreation Awards Dinner, noting that the theme will be “Picnic in the Park.”  He requested that Commissioners consider possible candidates for the three awards given annually.

9D.
GRANTS COMMITTEE – GRANT PROGRAM

No report.


Chairperson Smoot distributed a thank you letter from grant recipient Community Helpline.

10.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY

10A.
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION


Senior Administrative Analyst Orpe reported that telephone registration for the Spring session was implemented in March 2008.


A brief discussion centered on violation statistics reported by Park Rangers.

10B.
PARK SERVICES DIVISION


Report included in agenda packets.

10C.
RECREATION SERVICES DIVISION

Acting Recreation Services Manager Wand reported on the successful April 5, 2008 Pancake Breakfast and the USO Review at the Ken Miller Recreation Center.  She stated that plans were underway for the Volunteer Recreation Dinner at the Toyota Meeting Hall.


In response to Commissioner Hazell’s inquiry, Community Services Director Jones provided a brief status report on the batting cages, Skate Park, roller hockey rink, and Youth Sports Hall of Fame.


Commissioner Orpe suggested that the City consider planting trees in honor of soldiers from Torrance who have been killed in Iraq and Afghanistan and Chairperson Smoot recommended referring his suggestion to the Open Space Committee.


Community Services Director Jones announced that a new Cultural Services Manager named Eve Rappoport will begin on April 14, 2008.


Commissioners requested that minutes from Cultural Arts Commission meetings be included in future agenda packets.


Commissioner Robbins mentioned that he went to the Torrance Art Museum on a Sunday and that it was closed.

11.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #2
11A.
Community Services Director Jones distributed e-mail communication from a resident stating how well the Skate Park is managed.

11B.
Community Services Director Jones distributed a California Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights and offered to bring the item back for consideration.

11C.
Commissioner Hazell encouraged Commissioners to attend the Madrona Marsh Preserve Earth Day.

11D.
Commissioner Cook announced the birth of his grandchildren.

11E.
Commissioner McGee stated that he enjoyed the Pancake Breakfast at the ATTIC on April 5, 2008.

11F.
Chairperson Smoot announced a Tea Party hosted by Friends of Madrona Marsh. 

11G.
Commissioner Taniguchi announced the Bunka-Sai Japanese Cultural Festival on April 26-27, 2008 at Ken Miller Recreation Center presented by the Torrance Sister City Association.

12.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 8:22 p.m., Commissioner McGee moved to adjourn the meeting to May 14, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  Commissioner Orpe seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Smoot so ordered.

Approved as Submitted

May 14, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)


Parks and Recreation Commission
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