
April 8, 2009

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Parks and Recreation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 8, 2009, in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.  

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Cook, Gilbert, Hazell, Robbins, 

Taniguchi, and Chairperson Orpe.

Absent:            
Commissioner Ning.
Also Present:

Community Services Director Jones, 

Recreation Services Manager Brunette, and
Park Services Manager Wilson.
3.
FLAG SALUTE


Recreation Services Manager Brunette led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

MOTION:  Chairperson Orpe moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Gilbert seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MINUTES OF 
MARCH 11, 2009 


MOTION:  Commissioner Gilbert moved for approval of the March 11, 2009 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Ning).
6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1 


Youth Council members Chelsea Brewer, Alexis Cabaero, and Zachary Gray introduced themselves.

7.
OLD BUSINESS

7A.
REVIEW OF A PROPOSAL FOR THE CLEANING OF WILSON PARK POND
Park Services Manager Wilson reported that staff met with Glen Bazell on March 24, 2009 regarding his proposal for maintaining the Pond.  He stated that staff has reviewed his proposal and determined that it is not the most effective or economical way to address the issue of maintenance of the Pond at this time.  He advised that draining and refilling the pond on an annual basis at a cost of approximately $250 would be less expensive.

Responding to Chairperson Orpe’s inquiry, Community Services Director Jones stated that the remaining sludge will be removed from the bottom and the skimmer, fountain, and circulation pumping systems repaired or replaced at a cost of approximately $65,000.  He stated that the item will be considered by City Council on April 14, 2009 and encouraged Commissioners to attend the meeting.


Commissioner Robbins commented that a method similar to Mr. Bazell’s proposal is currently being used to dredge the main channel in Marina del Rey

7B.
SKATE PARK UPDATE

Recreation Services Manager Brunette reported that Wilson Skate Park has been closed until further notice due to maintenance challenges and safety concerns.  He noted that staff determined that continued repairs and spot patching is no longer cost effective and has been investigating options for a new skate facility with the Skate Committee.  

In response to Chairperson Orpe’s inquiry, he stated that a new skate facility would cost between $300,000 and $1,000,000 depending on factors that include size, materials, and skate elements.

For the benefit of Youth Council members, Commissioner Robbins provided a brief history of Wilson Skate Park.

Community Services Director Jones noted that the City has invested between $20,000 and $40,000 over the past three years trying to make the repairs necessary to keep the Park open.  He stated that staff needs to remove the ramps to prevent an “attractive nuisance” and that purchasing a portable set of ramps for summer use is being considered.  

Recreation Services Manager Brunette discussed pros and cons of staffing skate park facilities.
8.
STANDING COMMITTEE UPDATES
8A.
FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
Has not met.

8B.
GRANTS COMMITTEE – GRANT PROGRAM 


Commissioner Gilbert reported that the Committee is planning the Parks and Recreation banquet scheduled for July 15, 2009 and will meet again in May 2009.  

8C.
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 
Has not met.

8D.
PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 
Has not met.  

9.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY

9A.
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION


Community Services Director Jones noted that the Administrative Services Division Report for March 2009 was included in agenda packets.

9B.
PARK SERVICES DIVISION
Park Services Manager Wilson noted that the Park Services Division Report for March 2009 was included in supplemental materials.

9C.
RECREATION SERVICES DIVISION
Recreation Services Manager Brunette noted that the Recreation Services Division Report for March 2009 was included in agenda packets. 

10.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #2

10A.
Youth Council member Zachary Gray, West High School, shared information about plans for a variety show next year.

10B.
Youth Council member Chelsea Brewer, Chadwick, announced the Beat the Odds Scholarship award ceremony on May 7, 2009 at the ATTIC.

10C.
Community Services Director Jones thanked Commissioners for attending the Pancake Breakfast on April 4, 2009.

10D.
Community Services Director Jones informed the Commission that Park Services Manager Wilson is retiring in June 2009 after 37 years of service to the City.

10E.
Commissioner Taniguchi announced the Torrance Sister City Association’s Bunka Sai Japanese Cultural Festival on April 18-19, 2009.

10F.
Commissioner Gilbert stated that she enjoyed Commissioner McGee’s retirement dinner and announced the Cultural Arts Center Foundation’s gala on June 26, 2009.

10G.
Commissioner Hazell discussed track and field improvements at North, South, and Torrance High Schools.

10H.
Commissioner Robbins mentioned that he saw people with dogs at Madrona Marsh Preserve the last two Sundays.

10I.
Chairperson Orpe encouraged Commissioners to attend the Beat the Odds Scholarship banquet on May 7, 2009 and wished everyone a happy Easter.
11.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 7:43 p.m., Commissioner Cook moved to adjourn the meeting in honor of Community Services Director Jones’ father, Robert Jones, who passed away.  The meeting was adjourned to May 13, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  Commissioner Robbins seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Orpe so ordered.

Approved as Submitted

May 13, 2009

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk  (lc)


Parks and Recreation Commission
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