February 13, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Parks and Recreation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:06 p.m. on Wednesday, February 13, 2008, in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.  

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Cook, Gilbert, Hazell, McGee, Ning, Numark, Taniguchi, and Chairperson Smoot.

Absent:  
Commissioners Orpe and Robbins.
Also Present:

Community Services Director Jones,

Acting Recreation Services Manager Kelso, 

Senior Business Manager Minter,

Park Services Manager Wilson, and

Senior Administrative Analyst Orpe. 

MOTION:  Commissioner Taniguchi moved to grant excused absences to Commissioners Orpe and Robbins for the February 13, 2008 Commission meeting.  Commissioner McGee seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

3.
FLAG SALUTE


Resident John Barnett led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

MOTION:  Commissioner Gilbert moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MINUTES OF 
JANUARY 9, 2008 


MOTION:  Commissioner McGee moved for the approval of the January 9, 2008 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Gilbert seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Orpe and Robbins and with Commissioners Ning and Taniguchi abstaining).

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #1


None. 

7.
NEW BUSINESS

7A.
PROPOSAL FROM RIVIERA LITTLE LEAGUE TO EXTEND EXISTING BASEBALL FENCE


Acting Recreation Services Manager Kelso introduced the material of record and noted that staff received a single response in support of Riviera Little League’s proposal to extend the existing baseball fence by 10 feet at Lago Seco Park.  


Scott McClure, President of Riviera Little League, Ocean Boulevard, discussed reasons for the request:  1) Riviera Little League is not in compliance with Little League’s recommendation of a minimum 200 foot outfield fence and, in order to host the District 27 all star tournament in 2008, it must comply, and 2) the existing chain link on the major outfield fence has deteriorated and needs to be replaced.


Responding to Commissioner McGee’s inquiry, Mr. McClure stated that the proposal includes a request to increase the fence height from 4 feet to 6 feet. 


In response to Commissioner Numark’s inquiry, Acting Recreation Services Manager Kelso advised that the fence faces Ocean Boulevard and would have no impact on nearby residents and traffic circulation.


Commissioner Taniguchi received clarification that Riviera Little League would pay total costs of $6,000.


MOTION:  Chairperson Smoot moved to approve the proposal from Riviera Little League to extend its existing baseball fence and to forward the request to the Community Development Department for final approval.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Orpe and Robbins).
7D.
PROPOSED PARTNERSHIP OF THE SO. CALIFORNIA LIVE STEAMERS AND L.A. MODEL RAILROAD SOCIETY TO DEVELOP FUTURE VISION AT WILSON PARK


This item was taken out of order.


Lloyd Lehrer, Manhattan Beach, President of Los Angeles Model Railroad Society, presented a proposed partnership with Southern California Live Steamers to enhance Wilson Park by developing a vision for future planning, fundraising and development of a railroad themed museum and exhibits.


Janet Payne, Engracia Avenue, representing Torrance Historical Society, inquired who would be responsible for maintaining the Red Car.


Community Services Director Jones responded that the Live Steamers have been working with staff on a vision for expansion of the Red Car in collaboration with El Camino College and Long Beach Junior College.

Ms. Payne requested that the Torrance Historical Society be included in any visioning plans.

7B.
DISCUSSION ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PARK ON LOMITA RIGHT OF WAY PROPERTY


Senior Business Manager Minter introduced the request and noted the supplemental correspondence received after agenda packets were prepared.  He provided a power point presentation with the goal to engage the public in a discussion as to the types of amenities they would like to see developed on the 1.2 acre parcel of land between Anza Avenue and Kathryn Avenue.  He showed views of the parcel from different directions and slides of area parks with similar dimensions. 

He discussed staff concerns that include traffic, restrictions due to the storm drain, safety measures and security lighting, and a retaining or block wall.   He presented basic amenities for consideration that include walkways and paths, picnic tables and shelters, benches, drinking fountains, barbeques, playground equipment, and restrooms.  Other possible amenities include basketball/volleyball courts, game tables, fitness elements, community gardens, and horseshoe pits. 

Senior Business Manager Minter stated that input from audience members would be recorded and a landscape architect hired by the City would then incorporate these discussions items into the design concept. 

Tom Rische, Carlow Road, representing Seaside Homeowners Association, distributed, read, and entered into record minutes stating objectives, preferred facilities, and suggested names for the park.  The letter includes the objective to have “a simple, pretty, public space that includes a rolling grassy area surrounded by a meandering path, trees and native and/or low-maintenance plants and succulents.”  It further discusses a retaining wall, entrances, security lighting, benches, and policies to be posted.

Mary Mooneyhan, West 230th Street, suggested a multi-purpose building for Scout and community meetings.

Denise Honaker, Kathryn Avenue, stated that the park should be eco-friendly and set an example for other parks.

April Cherness, Evalyn Avenue, stated that there should be no gate or opening on Evalyn Avenue, no multi-purpose building, and no basketball/volleyball courts.  She expressed support for a block wall for sound proofing.

Melissa Wright, Moresby Drive, stated that the park should be a nice place to walk to or through and that an opening on Anza Avenue would be acceptable.

Regina Chamberlain, West 233rd Street, expressed concern about the $750,000 allocated for this park development and questioned if these funds could be better spent elsewhere for the benefit of the community.

June Lee, Vanderhill Road, stated that a wall and trees would be important for privacy and expressed support for benches and preschool play equipment.

Byron Jung, Sharynne Lane, stated that the church plans to clean up the property adjoining the City property immediately across Kathryn Avenue.

Daniel Sebo, Evalyn Avenue, expressed concern about the variety of odd shaped lots and installation of a wall that would block out light.

The Commission was in recess from 7:55 to 8:05 p.m.

Rob Robertson, Kathryn Avenue, expressed concern about security as well as traffic and speed of traffic in the area.

John Barnett, Acacia Avenue, suggested looking into a traffic pocket, trash removal, signage, leash laws, restricted hours, maintenance and patrols, and a K rail instead of a barricade.

Pamela Maran, Via del Valle, pointed out that the park should be an asset to the historically quiet neighborhood and not attract outsiders.

Janet Payne, Engracia Avenue, stated that most people would walk rather than drive to the park if there are no picnic tables or barbeques.

Responding to Commissioner Numark’s inquiry, Senior Business Manager Minter advised that the $750,000 is Proposition 40 funds, is designated for parks and open space only, and is a reasonable estimate as irrigation and a block wall are expensive.  

Community Services Director Jones explained to Commissioner Numark that the City property across Kathryn Avenue has not been developed due to the nature of the soil and that Proposition 40 funds could not be used for it.  

In response to Commissioner McGee’s inquiry, he advised that the landscape architect will re-identify and survey property lines as well as conduct soil studies as part of the conceptual design phase. 

Responding to Commissioner Cook’s inquiry, Senior Business Manager Minter stated that Proposition 40 funds have a sunset clause and must be used by March 2010.

Senior Administrative Analyst Orpe explained Proposition 40 funding. 

Community Services Director Jones explained that the City would be responsible for maintaining the park, noting that additional personnel is needed as more open space is developed.  

Commissioner Numark stated that he was pleased that development of this park is a priority and that it should be a model for a “green” park.

Senior Business Manager Minter advised that input would be passed on to the landscape architect and that proposals would be brought back to the community.

7C.
APPROVAL OF REQUEST FROM L.A. WATTS SUMMER GAMES TO HOST SOCCER TOURNAMENT AT COLUMBIA PARK
Senior Business Manager Minter presented the material of record and recommended that the Commission approve the rental request to host a high school soccer tournament at Columbia Park.  The event is scheduled for June 7-8 and June 14-15, 2008 and rental fees would total $3,640.  

Commissioners Hazell and Cook expressed support for the request.

MOTION:  Commissioner McGee moved to approve the request from L.A. Watts Summer Games to host a soccer tournament at Columbia Park.  Commissioner Ning seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Orpe and Robbins).

Commissioner Ning commended staff on their preparation, professionalism, and thoughtfulness.

7E.
STATUS OF REQUEST TO DONATE COMMISSIONER STIPEND

Acting Recreation Services Manager Kelso relayed the Finance Department’s clarification that Commissioners cannot automatically donate their stipends to the City’s Grant Program because they are subject to 1099 (IRS ruling).  He noted, however, that Commissioners could make personal donations to the City towards the Grant Program as long as total donations do not exceed $5,000.

7F.
REGIONAL PARKS AND OPEN SPACE DISTRICT GRANT FOR MADRONA MARSH

Community Services Director Jones announced that the City, in partnership with Los Angeles Conservation Corps, has been awarded a grant for $75,809 to landscape the Madrona Median and Maple Sepulveda Sump.  He added that the project will not include curbing and will be submitted to City Council for approval on February 26, 2008.

8.
STANDING COMMITTEE UPDATES
8A.
FACILITIES COMMITTEE – WEST TORRANCE LITTLE LEAGUE PROPOSAL


Commissioner McGee reported that the subcommittee has met several times and expects to present its recommendation at the March 2008 Commission meeting. 

8B.
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 


No report.

8C.
PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 

No report.

8D.
GRANTS COMMITTEE – GRANT PROGRAM

Acting Recreation Services Manager Kelso reported that City Council unanimously approved the 2007-08 grant recommendations on February 5, 2008.

9.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY

9A.
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION


Senior Business Manager Minter reported that February 26, 2008 is the first day of walk in class registration for residents.

9B.
PARK SERVICES DIVISION

Responding to Chairperson Smoot’s inquiry, Park Services Manager Wilson reported that installation of the Sprint cell tower at Victor Park is near completion. 

9C.
RECREATION SERVICES DIVISION

Acting Recreation Services Manager Kelso announced the performance of the United States Air Force Band of the Golden West on February 16, 2008 at the Armstrong Theatre.
10.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #2
10A.
Commissioners congratulated Community Services Director Jones on his new position.

10B.
Acting Recreation Services Manager Kelso announced the South Bay Cities Council of Governments’ “Bracing for the Boom” on February 22, 2008 at Carson Community Center.
10C.
Commissioner Hazell commended staff for an excellent power point presentation.

10D.
Commissioner Taniguchi announced that the Sister City Association is hosting 34 delegates from Kashiwa, Japan next week in honor of the 35th anniversary.

10E.
Commissioner McGee stated that he enjoyed the Madrona Marsh Night of Magic at the Comedy and Magic Club as well as the Rose Float dinner.

10F.
Commissioner Gilbert stated that she enjoyed the Commissioner Reception and passed on an award to the Commission from H.O.P.E.

10G.
Chairperson Smoot thanked staff for their help, support, and guidance.
10H.
Commissioner Ning stated that his wife was impressed with dog training classes with the Dog Obedience Club.

10I.
Commissioner Numark discussed his involvement with the Madrona Marsh Foundation.

12.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 9:03 p.m., Chairperson Smoot moved to adjourn the meeting to March 12, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  Commissioner McGee seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Smoot so ordered.

Approved as Amended

March 12, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)


Parks and Recreation Commission
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