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GENERAL PLAN WORKSHOP
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ISSUES

Environmental Quality and Energy
Conservation Commission

April 7, 2005

Meeting objectives

§ Review the General Plan process

§ Document current conditions with regards
to historic preservation in Torrance

§ Discuss and document all historic
preservation issues and opportunities that
should be studied.

§ Receive community input

background

What is a General Plan?

§ A snapshot of Torrance today

§ A vision for Torrance tomorrow

§ A work program that outlines the
steps required to get from today
to tomorrow
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background

Goals for the General Plan
§ Identify goals and policies as they relate to

land use and development
§ Circulation
§ Environmental
§ Economic
§ Social

§ Provide a basis for local government
decision-making, including decisions on
development approvals.

background

Goals for the General Plan

§ Provide citizens with opportunities to
participate in the planning and decision-
making process

§ Inform citizens, developers, decision-makers,
and other cities of plans that guide
development within the City

background

Required General Plan Elements
§ Land Use
§ Circulation
§ Housing
§ Open Space

§ Conservation
§ Noise
§ Safety

Other Important Local Issues

§ May be addressed in required elements

§ May be addressed in optional elements
dedicated to the topic
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§ High level of community interest in
addressing historic preservation within
the General Plan

§ Historic Preservation goals
§ Enhance the City’s sense of place and

improve quality of life.
§ Provide additional description, beyond that of

the land use element, regarding the City’s
development pattern, form, structure, and
sense of place.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION

TORRANCE HISTORY

City was founded by Jared Sidney Torrance
§ Original land purchase - 2,791 acres
§ Planned industrial town for 500 people
§ Commercial and Industrial zones on the

eastern boundary separated from Residential
areas to the west.
§ Winds blew smoke

away from residential
areas.

TORRANCE HISTORY

Torrance Plan of 1912
§ Original plat designed by Fredrick Law

Olmsted, Jr. of the Olmsted Brothers
§ Planned model industrial community of 500.

§ Neighborhood-centered development
§ Differentiation of streets by function
§ Important common open spaces
§ Need for continued maintenance and

aesthetic oversight to preserve the quality
of the community
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TORRANCE HISTORY

The Olmsted Brothers
§ Other projects include:
§Alta San Raphael-Pasadena (1922-

1926)
§Benmar Hills-Burbank (1924)
§Pacific Palisades (1927)
§Bel-Air (1929-1930)

TORRANCE HISTORY

TORRANCE HISTORY



5

Current conditions

Irving Gill – Principal Architect
§ Designed Red Car Bridge
§ Workers’ cottages
§ Downtown commercial buildings

Courtesy of John R. Kielbasa.

Current conditions

What is Historic?
§ Residential facts and figures.

§Median Year Built
§ Owner Occupied: 1958
§ Renter Occupied: 1966

§ # and % of housing built:
§ 40,009 units (71%) built over 30 yrs ago
§ 24,974 units (44.6%) built over 40 yrs ago
§ 5,605 units (10%) built over 50 yrs ago

Current conditions

What is Historic?
§ 17,639 owner occupied units (57.8%) built over 40

years ago
§ 3,320 owner occupied units (10.9%) built over 50

years ago
§ 6,879 renter occupied units (28.7%) built over 40

years ago
§ 2,089 renter occupied units (8.7%) built over 50 years

ago
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Commitment & Regulation

Cotton/Bridges/Associates
A Division of P&D Consultants

Historic Preservation Interest

Private
Property

Rights

Shared
Community

Values

Issues & Opportunities

What are the Historic Preservation
issues and opportunities that

should be studied?


