October 9, 2006

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE LIBRARY COMMISSION
1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Library Commission convened in a regular session at 7:07 p.m. on Monday, October 9, 2006 at the Katy Geissert Civic Center Library.

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Chappell, Grogan, Haig, Lang, and Chairperson Roberts.


Absent:

Commissioners Botello and Wang.


Also Present:

Principal Librarian Theyer and Senior Librarian Vinke.


MOTION:  Commissioner Haig moved to grant excused absences to Commissioners Botello and Wang for the October 9, 2006 Library Commission meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Chappell; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.  

3.
FLAG SALUTE

Commissioner Haig led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

MOTION:  Commissioner Lang moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Chappell seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5a.
MINUTES OF 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2006

MOTION:  Commissioner Grogan moved for the approval of the September 11, 2006 Library Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Chappell seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Botello and Wang). 

5b.
MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 19, 2006 JOINT MEETING

MOTION:  Commissioner Chappell moved to approve the September 19, 2006 Library Commission and City Council joint meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Grogan seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Botello and Wang).

Chairperson Roberts welcomed former Library Commissioner Judi Gerber.

6.
NEW BUSINESS
6a.
FRIENDS OF THE TORRANCE LIBRARY REPORT


Principal Librarian Theyer distributed copies of the September 2006 Torrance Library Times, the newsletter of the Friends of the Torrance Library, and announced a hardback book sale October 20-21, 2006.

6b.
YOUTH COUNCIL REPORT


No report.


Commissioner Lang noted that there are no Youth Council meetings scheduled for October 2006.

6c.
YOUTH COUNCIL SELECTION PROCESS


Deferred to the December 11, 2006 Library Commission meeting. 

6d.
COMMISSION MEETING SCHEDULE – DECEMBER 2006


A brief discussion centered on if the Library Commission should go dark in December 2006.  It was decided that the Commission would meet at its regularly scheduled meeting on December 11, 2006, but would go dark in November 2006 due to a conflict with the California Library Association conference in Sacramento.


MOTION:  Commissioner Lang moved that the Library Commission go dark for its regularly scheduled November 13, 2006 meeting and adjourn tonight’s meeting to December 11, 2006.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Grogan; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Botello and Wang).
6e.
COMMISSIONER CERTIFICATION TRAINING


Chairperson Roberts noted that Commissioners Chappell, Lang, and Wang attended the September 27, 2006 Commissioner Certification training session.


Commissioners Chappell and Lang stated that the training session was very informative and well attended.  

Commissioner Lang suggested that a representative from the City Attorney’s office be asked to discuss the Brown Act at a future Library Commission meeting. 

6f.
TORRANCE CITICABLE COVERAGE OF LIBRARY PROGRAMMING


Senior Librarian Vinke provided a short video presentation of segments shown on “Spotlight Torrance” on Library programming that included Read the Book/See the Movie, Sneaky Uses for Everyday Things, Spring Scrapbooking, Voices of Healing, and Invitation to Bollywood.


He distributed promotional materials for outreach to Commissioners and demonstrated a promotional wheel provided by Friends of the Torrance Library.

7.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
7a.
JOINT MEETING WITH CITY COUNCIL DEBRIEFING

Commissioners and staff provided positive comments about the September 19, 2006 joint meeting of the Library Commission and City Council.  


Commissioner Haig stated that Commissioners successfully shared their passion and devotion to the public library. 


Chairperson Roberts thanked Commissioners for their participation.
7b.
CALTAC AWARD NOMINATION UPDATE


Commissioner Haig opened and read a letter from California Association of Library Trustees and Commissioners (CALTAC) announcing that Chairperson Roberts will be receiving an award in the category of Trustee, Commissioner, or System Advisory Board Member for outstanding service to a local library or system.  She was invited to attend the CALTAC awards luncheon at the CLA Conference on November 12, 2006.


Chairperson Roberts expressed her gratitude to the Commission and staff members.

7c.
TREE MEMORIAL IN RECOGNITION OF FORMER LIBRARY COMMISSIONER PEGGY BASILE

Principal Librarian Theyer informed Commissioners that the tree memorial will take place the morning of October 20, 2006 at Torrance Park.

7d.
EXXON-MOBIL COMMUNITY OUTREACH EVENT OCTOBER 14, 2006


Commissioners Chappell and Lang confirmed that they would staff a community booth to distribute handouts on Library programming and youth services on October 14, 2006 at Pegasus Park.

7e.
CLA – ATTENDANCE / SCHEDULE


Chairperson Roberts and Commissioner Lang indicated that they were interested in attending the annual Chinese banquet if there is available funding as well as the Historical Libraries tour.


It was noted that some Commissioners are not registered as members of CLA and/or CALTAC.

8.
STANDING COMMISSION COMMITTEE REPORTS 

8A.
TORRANCE PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION

Commissioner Haig stated that there was not a quorum for last month’s Foundation meeting and that the purpose of the meeting was to present information about the Foundation to prospective members.


Principal Librarian Theyer reported that the Foundation voted by proxy and that topics of discussion included the Toyota Auto Museum fundraiser, the Southeast branch homework center, and partnership with Friends of the Torrance Library.  

She mentioned that Exxon-Mobil Foundation was hosting a breakfast on October 27, 2006 to plan the future of the Library Foundation.  Commissioners Chappell, Lang, Haig, and Chairperson Roberts stated that they were interested in attending.

8B.
TUSD ECT


It was noted that the schedule of Educational Council of Torrance (ECT) meetings for the 2006-2007 school year was included in the agenda material.


Commissioner Lang indicated that she planned to attend the October 16, 2006 ECT meeting.

9.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORT


Principal Librarian Theyer announced that City Council voted to fully fund the remodel of the main floor of the Katy Geissert Civic Center Library.  She stated that funds for the Henderson branch project would be used as well as more than $400,000 that has been saved for the remodel.  She advised that there would be new stacks, carpeting, reference desk, remodeled study rooms, and work room reconfiguration.  

She further announced that City Council also funded new ADA compliant shelving and carpeting for all branch libraries.  She noted that no funds were taken from the North Torrance project and that it is still considered an active capital project.  She stated that City Council accepted and appropriated the Foundation’s donation of $40,000 for the Southeast branch homework center and that the Library Commission’s schedule for branch visits was also approved. 


Principal Librarian Theyer distributed fliers on future programming that includes “Living with Cancer” on October 11, 2006, “Gone With the Wind” on October 26, 2006, and Monthly Movie Club on November 4, 2006.


She reported that Youth Service Librarian Thoeny from Henderson branch was moving out of state and that they were now recruiting for three Youth Services Librarian positions.  


Principal Librarian Theyer reported that the Library was in the midst of first grade outreach.


She mentioned that City Council voted to meet at North High School, South High School, and Wilson Park, and noted that the City General Plan update would come back to the Commission in January 2007. 


Commissioner Lang suggested that the Commission send a letter to City Council thanking them for their support of the Library.

10.
ORALS

10A.
Commissioner Chappell encouraged Commissioners to attend the Switzer Learning Center’s 28th Annual Red Balloon Celebrity Golf Tournament on October 23, 2006.

10B.
Commissioner Lang stated that she has completed C.E.R.T. training and that her daughter enjoys Story Experience at Southeast Branch Library.

10C.
Chairperson Roberts stated that she attended the September 27, 2006 Meet the Author with Naomi Hirahara and Cynthia Kadohata and distributed some of their books.

11.
ITEMS FOR NEXT LIBRARY COMMISSION MEETING

Items for the December 11, 2006 Library Commission meeting agenda were discussed.

12.
ADJOURNMENT
MOTION:  At 9:02 p.m., Commissioner Haig moved to adjourn the meeting to Monday, December 11, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. at the Katy Geissert Civic Center Library.  Commissioner Lang seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Roberts so ordered.

Approved as Submitted
December 11, 2006

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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