             July 14, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE LIBRARY COMMISSION
1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Library Commission convened in a regular session at 7:05 p.m. on Monday, July 14, 2008 at the Katy Geissert Civic Center Library. 

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Botello*, Gerber, Haig, Wang, and Chairperson Chappell.


Absent:

Commissioners Grogan and Lang.
Also Present:

City Librarian Weiner.

*Commissioner Botello arrived at 7:13 p.m.

3.
FLAG SALUTE

Commissioner Gerber led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

4a.
MINUTES OF 
JUNE 9, 2008

MOTION:  Commissioner Haig moved for the approval of the June 9, 2008 Library Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Gerber seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Grogan and Lang).

5.
NEW BUSINESS
5a.
FINANCIAL LITERACY

Commissioner Haig welcomed guest speakers Michael Goguen, Financial Advisor with Edward Jones, and attorney Gavin Wasserman.


Mr. Goguen distributed seminar information provided by Edward Jones and offered his services in presenting financial literacy programming at the Library.  Seminar topics include “Building a Strong Financial Foundation” and “How to Raise a Money-smart Child.”  He noted that classes are not sales oriented, are free of charge, and need to go through compliance approval.  He stated that Edward Jones would be able to provide materials and that one month’s notice would be sufficient. 


City Librarian Weiner stated that the Library could either sponsor or co-sponsor the programming, adding that the recent baby boomer survey reflected interest in financial literacy.  She suggested the possibility of presenting a series of financial literacy classes that would address topics of interest for all age groups.  She stated that the Library would welcome providing the location for a workshop or workshops and could also access its collection of materials on finance and investment.


Gavin Wasserman distributed and reviewed State Bar of California consumer education pamphlets, “Survival Guide for Teenagers,” and “Seniors and the Law,” and recommended that the Library order and provide them in conjunction with programming.  He discussed the importance of consumer rights and advised that guest speakers would be able to present seminars for any of the topics.  He offered his assistance in helping the Library arrange speakers and stated that his particular areas of involvement are elder abuse and Internet security/scams.

City Librarian Weiner shared information regarding prepackaged Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) curriculum that was available at the ALA Conference.

Commissioner Haig suggested that the subcommittee, consisting of Commissioner Wang, Chairperson Chappell, and himself, would work with staff to plan future programming on financial literacy.

5b.
APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSION CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR FOR 2008-09

City Librarian Weiner advised that selection of Chair and Vice-Chairperson has traditionally been based on seniority.


MOTION:  Commissioner Botello moved to elect Commissioner Haig for Chairperson and Commissioner Grogan for Vice-Chairperson of the Library Commission for 2008-09.  Commissioner Wang seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Grogan and Lang). 

5c.
FRIENDS OF THE TORRANCE LIBRARY REPORT


Membership Chairperson Teresa Covey announced a paperback book sale on July 19, 2008 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

5d.
ALA CONFERENCE REPORTS

Commissioner Gerber and City Librarian Weiner discussed their attendance at the American Library Association (ALA) conference on June 26-July 2, 2008 at the Anaheim Convention Center.


Commissioner Gerber stated that she was unable to attend the Advocacy Institute but enjoyed the interesting exhibits and Don Borchert’s presentation.  


City Librarian Weiner stated that she also enjoyed Don Borchert’s lecture, the exhibit hall, and several workshops on marketing and public relations for libraries.   She thought the most worthwhile workshops were “Selling Your Story” and one on OCLC’s study “Is It Possible to Change Funding for Public Libraries?”

5e.
YOUTH COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP SELECTION



City Librarian Weiner 
reported that new Youth Council members have been selected and will be recognized at the July 15, 2008 City Council meeting. 

5f.
SET DATE FOR TOUR OF KATY GEISSERT CIVIC CENTER LIBRARY


City Librarian Weiner suggested that the Commission postpone its tour of the Library until the remodel is complete, perhaps before it opens to the public. 

5f.1
MAIN FLOOR REMODEL UPDATE
City Librarian Weiner reported that demolition will begin on July 16, 2008 and that the remodel is scheduled for completion in December 2008 or January 2009.

6.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
6e.
JOINT MEETING WITH THE FRIENDS AND FOUNDATION

This item was taken out of order.


Torrance Public Library Foundation Secretary Kurt Weideman extended an invitation, through Friends Membership Chairperson Covey, to the Friends President to meet with the Foundation President to develop an agenda for a joint meeting.  He thanked Commissioner Haig for becoming a charter member and stated that the Foundation should consider having a liaison attend every Commission meeting.

7.
STANDING COMMISSION COMMITTEE REPORTS
7a.
TORRANCE PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION JUNE BOARD MEETING

This item was considered out of order.


Kurt Weideman reported that the Foundation met on June 14, 2008 and that the main focus of the meeting was the membership campaign.

6a.
PART-TIME STAFF RECOGNITION EVENT DEBRIEFING
Commissioners and staff offered positive comments about the June 25, 2008 event and distributed a card to give to Maria Cesca expressing appreciation for her assistance.

City Librarian Weiner recommended inviting Councilmembers further in advance and Commissioner Haig suggested increasing the amount of gift certificates in the future.

6b.
‘ELECTRIC CAR’ PRESENTATION DEBRIEFING

Commissioner
 Gerber stated that the June 21, 2008 screening of ‘Who Killed the Electric Car?” had approximately 100 attendees, expressed appreciation to Recycling Coordinator Sherman, and stated that excellent responses were received on the evaluation forms.

6c.
BRANCH SHELVING UPDATE 
City Librarian Weiner
reported that a moving estimate has been submitted and that staff is working with the Purchasing Department to write bid specifications.  She noted that Southeast branch is still scheduled to be first in January 2009 for the Branch Shelving Project and Electrical Upgrade.


6d.
BABY BOOMER UPDATE

 
City Librarian Weiner reported that the Baby Boomer grant was submitted on time and that they are waiting to hear from the State Library at the end of the month.


6e.
JOINT MEETING WITH THE FRIENDS AND FOUNDATION


Previously considered following Item 5f.1.

6f.
EXXON MOBIL COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE AUGUST 16 

City Librarian Weiner reported that ExxonMobil has invited agencies that it has a relationship with to participate in its Open House.  She stated that there would be an orientation meeting on July 15, 2008 with Library staff and Foundation representatives and asked Commissioners to consider attending the event.

6g.
COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT UPDATE
City Librarian Weiner reported that Commissioner Lang is preparing the Annual Report and will present a draft at the August Commission meeting.

7.
STANDING COMMISION COMMITTEE REPORTS 

7.a
TORRANCE PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION JUNE BOARD MEETING

Previously discussed.

8.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORT

 
City Librarian Weiner reported that the June 28, 2008 Meet the Author program with Anne Cherian was very successful.  She stated that the Community Services Department provided an orientation for three of the four new Councilmembers on June 27, 2008.  She reported that State budget cuts were not as severe as anticipated and that the Library plans to use Public Library funds to update circulation desks at branch libraries.


She announced that the main floor of Katy Geissert would be closed beginning July 16, 2008 and that staff is trying to provide as much notification as possible.  She stated that on July 8, 2008 City Council accepted and appropriated the grant from Friends for adult programming as well as the Foundation’s grant for Live Homework Help.  She was pleased to announce that a record number of children have enrolled in the Summer Reading Program and that they seem to be happy with the theme and changes made.

9.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS
9a.
Chairperson Chappell stated that he has enjoyed being Chairperson and expressed appreciation to staff and Commissioners for their support.
9b.
Commissioner
 Haig requested an excused absence for the August Commission meeting.



MOTION:  Commissioner Wang moved to grant an excused absence to Commissioner Haig for the August 11, 2008 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Gerber seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Grogan and Lang).

9c.
Commissioner
 Haig stated that he enjoyed reading the agenda material, especially the article about “Dumping Dewey.”
9d.
Commissioner Botello regretfully announced her resignation from the Commission effective July 15, 2008, due to increased scheduling with her position at UCLA.  She stated that she enjoyed her eight and a half years on the Commission and Commissioners and staff bid her a fond farewell.

10.
ITEMS FOR NEXT LIBRARY COMMISSION MEETING

Items for the August 11, 2008 Library Commission meeting agenda were listed and include: financial literacy, Youth Council membership selection, Main floor remodel update, part-time staff recognition event, branch shelving update, boomer grant update, ExxonMobil Open House, Commission annual report, Friends, and Foundation.

11.
ADJOURNMENT


MOTION:  At 9:04 p.m., Commissioner Gerber, with a second by Commissioner Wang, moved to adjourn the meeting, in honor of Commissioner Botello, to Monday, August 11, 2008 at the Katy Geissert Civic Center Library, at 7:00 p.m. and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Chappell so ordered.

Approved as Submitted
August 11, 2008

s/  Sue Herbers, City Clerk    (lc)
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