Minute Secretary

October 19,

. INDEZX &
SUBJECT: PAGE
OPENING CEREMONIES:
g 5 Call to Order 1
2 Roll call 1
3 Flag Salute 1
4. Invocation 1
STANDARD MOTIONS:
5. Apprcval of Minutes 1
6. Approval of Demands 1
s Motion to Waive Further Reading 1
8. Council Ccmmittee Meetings 2
PLANNING AND ZONINCG MATTERS:
9. Hungarian Freedom Fighters Day -~ October 23, 1971 2
10. Drug Week - November 1-7, 1971 2
10A. United Nations Day - October 24, 1971 2
10B. United States Day - Octcber 23, 1971 2
PLANNING AND ZCNING MATTERS:
11. Ordinance No. 2285 re: ZC 71-18 2
12. Request for Modification of Conditions of CUP 71-19 2,3,4
FISCAL MATTERS:
13. Request from Ronald Moran for tax waiver, withdrawn 4
13A. Request from Don H. Tallman for tax waiver 4,5
ATIRPORT MATTERS: ,
14. W.A.S. Dcuglas reguest for relief - (Airepair/ 6
Airsales Liguidated Damages)
PARK AND KFECREATICN:
15:% Recreaticn Element of the City's Master Plan 6
LIBRARY OPERATIONS:
16. Budget Allocaticon for Southeast Torrarnce Branch 6,7
ITEMS NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED:
17. National Flcod Irsurance Program 7.8
PERSCNNEIL MATTERS:
18. Request from TFOA to attend Ccnference 3
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS:
19. Rose Parade Flcat - 1972 8
NONCONTROVERSTAL, ITEMS:
20. Expenditures cver $300 9
21. Acceptance cof Demolition Work - Ali Baba Restaurant 9
22 . Furniture Bids - Southeast Torrance Library 9,10
23 . Award of Ccntract - Del Amo Blvd.,Van Ness to Western 10
24, Withdrawn 10
ORAL. COMMUNICATIONS:
25. Deputy Attorney Allen re: State Supreme Court denial 10
of D. Butcher Writ of Mandate
26 . City Manager Ferraro re: retirement of Park 10
Superintendent Clemmer
27 . Councilman Brewster re: Police Chief's report on 10
high schcol fcotball games
28. Councilman Johnson re: Traffic Problems and Traffic 11
' Commission Planning ‘
29, Councilman Sciarrotta re: Sister City. resolution 12
30. Councilman Surber re: FBI investigation 12
31. Councilman Surber re: legal opinion on vote for 12
or against subsidized housing
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SUBJECT: ' . - PAGE
ORAI. COMMUNICATIONS (Ccnt.)
32. Councilman Surber re: praise for Mrs. Mary Ann Lee, 12
Los Angeles Times
33. Councilman Surber re: reproducticn of Times article 12

re: secret meetings
34. Councilman Wilscon re: increased sum for school ground 12

lighting
35. Mayor Miller re: reinstatement of Water Commissioners 12,13
Brooks and O'Brien
36, Mayor Miller re: praise cf District Attorney's office 13
) for Tcorrance Police Department
37« Mayor Miller re: retirement of Supervisor Chace 13

38, Mayor Miller re: Executive/Perscnnel Session, and
appointment of Rose Parade Float Assn. members 13,14

Adjourned at 8:06 P.M.

Ava Cripe ii. City Council
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October 19, 1971+

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL

OPENING CEREMONIES:

1. CALL TO ORDER:

The Torrance City Council convened in a regular meeting on
Tuesday, Cctcber 19, 1971, at 5:30 P.M. in the Council Chambers at
Torrance City Hall.

2. ROLL CALL:

Present were Councilmen Brewster, Jchnson, Sciarrctta, Surber,
Uerkwitz, Wilson, and Mayor Miller. Absent: None.

Also present: City Manager Ferraro, Assistant City Manager
Scharfman, Sr. Deputy Attcrney McNary, Deputy Attorney Allen, and
City Clerk Coil. Absent: City Treasurer Rupert.

3 FLAG SAL.UTE:

At the reguest of Maycr Miller, members of Boy Scout Troop #951
led in the salute to the flag.

4. INVOCATICN:

The invocation for the meeting was given by Reverend Ron Bolt,
Pacific View Baptist Church.

STANDARD MOTICNS:

54 APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Councilman Sciarrotta moved for the approval of the minutes of
the meeting of Octcber 5, 1971 as recorded. His motion was seconded
by Ccuncilman Uerkwitz, and roll call vote was unanimcusly favorable.

6. APPROVAI. OF DEMANDS:

Councilman Johnson moved that all regularly audited demands be
paid. His mction, seccnded by Councilman Sciarrotta, was unanimously
ipproved ky rcll call vote.

7. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING:

Ccuncilman Uerkwitz moved that after the Clerk has given a
number and read title to any resolution or ordinance on tonight's
agenda, the further reading therecf be waived, reserving and
guaranteeing to each Councilman the right to demand the reading of
any such resclution or ordinance in regular order. The moticn was
seconded by Councilman Sciarrotta, and roll call vote was unanimously
favorable.

1. City Council
October 19, 1971



8.  COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS:

VICTOR PRECINCT AD HOC COMMITTEE BET han Les, 12
Councilman Brewster reportea_that thls committee is engaged in

virtually daily meetings, with another meeting scheduled: for .=

October 20th -- hcpefully, a written report will be before the

Council by October 26th.

POLICE, TFIRE AND PUBLIC SAPETV COMMITTER:c =i soicners 12,13

Cctober meeting cancelled because of the Victor Precinct Ad
Heoc meetings == will: have Iegular,movember meetlng.- ILoADE il
PRQCLAMATIONS4ﬂ_:: TE, FEZLrar : . O =S Lize L
9. HUNGARIAh FREEDOM FIGHTERS‘ DAY - October. 23, 1971:: -

10, DRUG WEEK = November 1--7, 1971.
10A. UNITED NATIONS DAY - October 24, 1971.

10B. UXNITED STATES DAV - October 23, 1971.

B :.._-. ~=2is 3% S:7E D
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Sc proclalwnd bv Maycr Miller.

PIANNING AND ZCNING MATTERS:

ils CEDINANCE re: ZC 71-18.

ORDINANCE NO. 2286

AN ORDINANCE CF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
C1TY CF TCRRANCE AMENDING DIVISION 9 OF
TEE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO RECLASSIFY
THAT CERTAIN PRCFERTY WHICH IS LCCATED AT
THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF HAWTHORNE BOULEVARD
AND 182ND STREET, AND DESCRIBED IN ZONE
CHANGE 71-18.
Shell 0il Company (Floyd How)

Councilman Wilson mcved for the approval of Ordinance No. 2286
at its first reading. His moticn was seconded by Councilman
Sciarrotta, and carried, with roll call vote as follows:

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Johnson, Sciarrctta, Surber, Uerkwitz,

Wilscn, and Mayor Miller.
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Brewster.

12, REQUEST FOR MODIFICATION OF CONDITIONS of an approved
Conditional Use Permit (CUP 71-19) to allow on-premises
censumption of beer and wine in conjunction with a bona fide
eating establishment (WOODEN SHOE RESTAURANT, INC. dba
GOLDEN SHOE, SIDNEY R. ORZOFF).

Following Staff presentation by Planning Director Shartle,
and a review of the past history of the subject property, as well
as present negotiations with attorneys, Mayor Mlller 1nv1ted
Mr. Orzoff to speak. < it e B
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Mr. Sidney Orzoff, 3720 Sepulveda Boulevard, voiced his
objections to conditions imposed by the Planning Commission, for
the reason that he is a lessee of the property, and the landlord
has refused to meet any of the conditions -- all other requirements
have been met by him. The difficulties surrounding the location of
the trash enclosure were described at some length by Mr. Orzoff.

Alsco present, representing the property owner, was Mr. Carroll
Terry, 4626 Cathann Street, who ccnfirmed that there are still legal
problems to be ironed out, and questicned the fairness of tying the
subject request in with their forthcoming Precise Plan.

It was the further comment of Mr. Terry that Mr. Orzoff has a
lease assigned to him by fcrmer cwners who tock it upon themselves to
enclose the trash area and rearrange the trash bins -- this trash
area is available tc Mr. Orzoff, and he has been so advised.

Mr. Orzoff was not in agreement that this area could be used for
trash containers, and could see no reason for knocking down this
part of the building. Further, Mr. Orzcff had no objection to
moving the trash away from adjacent residential areas, but placing
the containers at another location.

Mr. Terry respcnded that they have provided a place, by plans
signed by all the tenants, for trash areas covered with a screen on
three sides -- in this case, the trash area has been converted to a
stcrage bin.

Councilman Brewster noted that there are identical conditions
on twe Precise Plans with regard to the ll-foot dedication and the
tree wells and street trees.

The following acticn resulted:

MOTION: Ccuncilman Sciarrctta mcved that Items #1 and #2 be
deleted as cornditions, and that condition #3 be negctiated between
Staff, the renter, and the cwner.

) Discussion followed regarding the above action, with Cocuncilman
Sciarrotta restating his mction as fcllows: That items #1,2, and 3 be
deleted re: CUP 71-19, in order that Mr. Orzoff not be ccmpelled to go
alcng with these ccnditions. The motion was seconded by Ccuncilman
Surber.

A SUBSTITUTE MCOTICN was made by Councilman Uerkwitz: That
CUP 71-19 be granted, subiect tc the trash enclosure being lccated
next to the restaurant but not adjacent to the residential property.
The substitute motion was seccnded by Mayor Miller.

Clarificaticn, prior to roll call vote, was requested by
Mr. Crzcff -~ it was prcvided in that the matter of the trash container
location is to be resolved with Staff; City Manager Ferraro pcinted
out the obvicus perscnal disagreement between the renter and the
landlord, a factor that the City will not beccme involved in; the
Staff requirements are to be met or the permit will not be issued.

Roll call vote was unanimously favorable.

3 City Council
Octcber 19, 1971
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Maycr Miller directed that Staff meet with Mr. Orzoff as soon
as possible to work out this matter -~ further, the Mayor reminded
Mr. Terry that the pending development on this property will have
cenditions pertaining to the dedication, which is of considerable
concern to him -= Mr., Terry indicated his understanding and agreement
with such a condition, alcng with his reservations as to working out
the trash arrangement with Mr. Orzoff.

FISCAL MATTERS:

135 REQUEST FRCM ECNALD MORAN CADILLAC for waiver of 1% Commercial
& Censtructicn tax (restbmitted).

City Manrager Ferraro advised that the propconent requested this
item be withdrawn; it was so ordered.

13A. REQUEST FROM DON H. TALLMAN for waiver of Bedroom Tax.

Councilman Jchunscn expressed his concern in this particular case
as to the time element of the enactment and effective date of a tax,
and needed Ccde clarification pertaining to same -- Mr. Johnson then
MOVED that this matter be referred to the proper ccmmittee to see if an
appropriate ordinance can be drafted. The motion was seconded by
Ccuncilman Surker.

It was pointed cut by Sr. Deputy Attorney McNary that Section
223.2.3 cf Grdinance No. 2283 states: "Tre tax imposed by Section
223.2.2 shall be due and payable at the time of the issuance of the
building permit.” <- this language appears in both the bedroom tax
crdinance and the commercial construction tax ordinance.

Councilman Johnson reiterated his concern for the timing, and,
in his opiniocn, consideraticn shculd be given for a time lapse period
in which there is a grace period for those construction projects to
aveid suddern extra costs.

Discussion was then directed to the fact that the Emergency
Crdinance had created these situations, and that these will not be
centinuing problems.

In reference to the specific request of Mr. Tallman, Building
and Safety Director McKinncn refutea certain ¢f Mr., Tallman's
statements tc the effect that he was ready for his building permit
on Cctcker 1lst; such was nct the case, according to Mr. McKinnon,
in that there were certain discrepancies regarding the soil condition
of the prcperty.

Mr. Don Tallman, 1400% Esplanade, Redondo Beach, restated the
situaticn as cutlined in his Octcber 12th communicaticn (a matter
of record) and indicated disagreement with the above findings of the
Building and Safety Director, as well as his feeling cf unfair treatment.

A SUBSTITUTE MOTION was offered by Ccuncilman Sciarrotta: That
the subject request be DENIED. The motion was seconded by Councilman
Wilson, and carried, with roll call vote as follows:

4. City Council
< October 19, 1971
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AYES: COUNCILMEN: Brewster, Johnson, Sciaf}otta, Uerkwitz,
Wilson, and Mayor Miller.
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Surber.

It was the comment of Councilman Johnson, at the time of his
"yes" vote, that there is no alternative; the point presented issa
valid one but there is no other course of action.

Councilman Surber indicated that his "no" vote was for the
reason that he has sympathy for these people -- many builders are
unsophisticated and canno* continually check at City Hall.

Recogniticn of the hardship was indicated by Mayocr Miller
-~ the problems exist, even with a grace period, and requests for
extensicons of time ccntinue =- and is a situation that arises with
any tax imposed at any given time. Maycr Miller then noted the
lengthy consideration, at several Council meetings, of the subject
tax, as well as the attendant newspaper publicity. .

It was the further ccmment of Ccuncilman Surber that the
Council many times takes for granted that the pecple know what is
going on, and there should be a study as to adegquate notification
in appropriate cases -- it should not be incumbent upon the citizens
to read in the paper that a tax is proposed.

S5s City Council
October 19, 1971
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At this point in the meeting, Mayor Miller introduced new
appointees, Miss Marilyn Harris, Citizens Advisory Committee, gnd
Mr. John Dunbar., Water Commission -- they were appropriately
congratulated and sworn in by City Clerk Coil. '

P * * * *

L]

ATRPORT MATTERS:

14. W.A.S. DOUGLAS REQUEST FOR RELIEF.
(AIREPAIR/AIRSALES LIQUIDATED DAMAGES.)

RECOMMENDATION OF COUNCIL TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE:
That liquidated damages in the amount of $2,120.00 not be
assessed against W.A.S. Dcuglas.

MOTION: Councilman Sciarrotta moved to concur with the above
recommendation of the Transportation Committee. His motion was
seconded by Councilman Surber, and rcll call vote was unanimously
favorable.

PARK AND RECREATION:

15. RECREATION ELEMENT OF THE CITY'S MASTER PLAN.

RECCMMENDATICN OF PARK. RECREATICN, AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE: That Ccuncil not rush into adopting the Recreation
Element of the Master Plan at this time, rather that the City
proceed with the orderly development of the City's Master
Plan, using standards set forth by the Planring Commission in
their reccmmendaticns on the Recreation Element as a guide in
the development cf that porticn of the City Master Plan. This
reccmmendaticn is made since the urgency to adcpt a Recreation
Element at this time nc longer exists since the enactment

of the "Bedrocm Tax".

The Ccmmittee alsc suggests that attention should be paid to
acquiring a number of small green areas as we go along.
These areas, once acquired, could be developed through the
efforts of civic groups, a la Pueblo Recreation Building

and PequeLhio Park. '

MOTICN: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur ﬁith the above recom-
mendation of the Park, Recreation, and Community Development Committee.

His motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarrotta, and roll call vote
was unanimously favorable.

LIBRARY CPERATIONS:

16. BUDGET ALLCCATION FOR SOUTHEAST TORRANCE BRANCH.

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY LIBRARIAN:

The Library Department has evaluated its requests for staff
requirements for the Southeast Torrance Library and the present
Library operating budget. It is determined that through

6. City Council
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internal economies, delay in bcok purchasing, and use of
bond funds already allccated for book purchase, certain
funds already allocated can be transferred to help finance
the opening of the Southeast Torrance Library. It is
recommended that the City Council authorize the following
method of funding cf the Southeast Torrance budget.

1. Transfer from book budget for current

fiscal year $15,000

2. Transfer of staff, salaries, and materials
and supplies from Post Avenue 24,083
TOTAL FUNDS TRANSFERRED $39,083

3. Additicnal allccation from General Fund _$10,288
TOTAI. BUDEET FCR SQOUTHEAST
TORRANCE LIBRARY $49,371

There was clarificaticn by Assistant City Manager Scharfman in
that (1) the General Fund allccation is required because these are
not funds for construction of a building but for the operation
thereof; bend funds cannct be used for this purpose; and (2) that
presently a policy of not filling position vacancies immediately is being
pursued, with review cf such positions as vacancies occur; further,
employees hired under the Public Employment Program are used to
supplement regular staff, all employee organizaticns have been
censulted, . and Civil Service rules are rigorously followed.

It was the request of Ccuncilman Brewster that there be
pericdic reports from the Finance Director as to funds used from
the Unapprcpriated Reserve. City Manager Ferraro advised that a
team has been formed to advise him regarding likely necessary
budget cuts.

Councilman Jchnson stated that it is imperative that the Post
Avenue Library nct be completely closed. City Librarian West pointed
out the proposed reduced Library hours at the Post Avenue Library.

MOTICN: Councilman Uerkwitz, in view of the above clarification,
moved to concur with the reccmmendation of the City Librarian. His
motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vcte was
unanimously favorable.

ITEMS NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED:

17. NATICNAL FLOCD INSURANCE PROGRAM.

At the request c¢f Mayor Miller, City Clerk Coil assigned a number
and read title to:

RESOLUTION NO. 71-214

A RESOLUTION CF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF TORRANCE INDICATING A DESIRE TO

PARTICIPATE IN THE NATICNAL FLOOD INSURANCE
PRCGRAM.

7. City Council - %
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Councilman Sciarrotta moved for the adoption of Resolution
No. 71=214, but the mction died for lack of a second.

A need for additicnal input was noted by Councilman Brewster;
discussion fecllowed, with clarification by Mr. William Brady.

A MOTION was offered by Councilman Uerkwitz: That the subject
resolution be filed. The motion was seconded by Mayor Miller.

Discussion returned to the need for detailed explanation,
which resulted in the withdrawal cf the above motion by Councilman
Uerkwitz. Councilman Wilson thereupon MOVED that the subject
rescluticon be tabled until there can be a presentation to Council
at some future date. The motion was secconded by CGouncilman
Sciarrotta; there were no objections and it was so ordered.

City Engineer Weaver indicated that this matter could be
returned in approximately two weeks.

* * * * *

The hcur being 6:40 P.M. Councilman Sciarrotta moved to recess
as City Ccuncil ard reconvene as the Redevelopment Agency. His motion
was seconded by Councilman Wilsen, and roll call vcte was unanimously
favorable.

A 10-minute recess followed at 6:41 P.M.

* * * * *

PERSONNEL. MATTERS:

18. REQUEST FROM TOCREANCE PCLICE CFFICERS ASSCCIATION to attend
Pclice Cificers Research Associatiocn Conference. (Oct.26-30).
EMPLCYER-EMFLGCYEE RELATICNS LEAVE

Ccncurrence with the reguest was confirmed by City Manager
Ferrarc.

MOTION: Councilman Sciarrotta moved that the subject leave
be granted. His mction, seconded by Ccuncilman Surber, was unanimously
approved by roll call vote.

COMMUNiTY AFFATRS:

19, RCSE PARADE FLOAT - 1972.

RECOMMENDATICN OF PARK, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE: That the City Council appoint a seven-member
citizen task force to act as the Steering Committee of the
Rose Parade Float Associaticn.

It was the recommendation of Councilman Wilson, as Chairman of
this Council Committee, that the numker nct be limited to seven, in
view of the fact that there likely will be additional names to be
submitted by the Council. Dr. Wilson then MOVED to concur with the
Committee recommendation. His moticon was seconded by Councilman

o
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Sciarrotta.

It was the recommendation of Councilman Uerkwitz that the
money prcposed in this case be saved and placed in the Library
fund. Mayor Miller expressed sympathy with this idea, but felt the
matter had gone too far. It was confirmed by City Manager Ferraro
that a contract has been signed.

The motion carried, with roll call vote as follows:
AYES: CCUNCILMEN: Rrewster, Johnson, Sciarrotta, Surber,
-Witison, and Mayor Miller.

NOES: CCUNCILMEN: Uerkwitz.

NONCONTRCVERSIAL ITEMS:

20. EXPENDITURES OVER 3$300:

RECCMMENPATION OF FINANCE DIRKECTOR:
That Council approve the following purchases:

1s $459.68 toc Inglewcod Book and Stationers for 26,000
printed envelcpes reguested by the License Division for
license renewal nctification.

2. $651.23 to Franklin Sguare Subscription Agency for
renewal cof magazine subscriptions requested by the
City Librarian fcr the Scutheast Branch Library.

3s $547.64 tc Sprayway Ccmpany for one each 5-gallon and
2-gallon spray tank assemblies ccmplete with fittings,
gauges and spray regulaters as regquested by the Traffic
and Lighting Department fcr street paint striping.

4. $548.22 tc Hersey Sparling Meter Ccmpany for field tests
and repairs cf 3 only Hersey Sparling Water Meters, 3"
and 4" size, as reguested by the Water Department.

21. ACCEPTANCE OF DEMOLITICN WORK - RE: ALIT BARA RESTAURANT.
(PRCJECT COUNCIL APPRCVED 9-7-71)
AMOUNT: $1575.00

RECOMMEXDATION GCEF FINANCE DIRECTOR:

That Council accept the demcliticn work on the Ali Baba Restaurant,
on Airport property, as satisfactorily completed, and approve of
payment fcor said work to Hintz Wrecking Company. This prcject

was financed by the Airpcrt Fund.

D2 FURNITURE BIDS - SCUTHEAST TCRRANCE LIBRARY.

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY LIRRAKRIAN/PURCHASING SUPERVISOR:

1. That Items 1-11 and Item 14 iper Octcber 14th communication)
be -awarded to Bellview Furniture Man:facturing Company in the
amount of $5,008.50, including tax.

9. City Council
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2 . That Items 12 and 13 be awarded to A. Johnson's Stationery
and Supply Company in the amount of $1,489.09, including
tax.

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR:

The existing allocations frcm the 1967 Library Bend Construction
Fund for' the Southeast Library to date have only provided for
land acquisition and construction. The intent has been to ask for
an additicnal allocation from the Bond Fund when all equipment
and furnishing bids are known. However, at this time it is
important to award the above items in order to allow for the
manufacturer's lead time. It is RECOMMENDED, therefore, that
$6,500 be zallccated from the accumulated interest earnings in

the Library Bond Fund to cover the above equipment. There is
approximately $150,000 of unallocated interest earnings available
in the Bond Fund at this time.

23, AWARD CF CONTRACT - DEL AMC BOULEVARD FROM VAN NESS TO WESTERN
AVENUE (Job #67051) B71-45.

RECCMMENDATICN CF CITY ENGINEER:

That the contract be awarded to Radjan Company, Inc., and
all cther bids be rejected. (This project is financed by
$85,000 apprcpriated August 21, 1971 from Section 2106 Gas
Tax Funds.)

24. WITHDRAWN. (Report on Reduction cf Sunnyglen Coanstruction Company
bend cn Tract No. 30376.)

MOTION: Ccuncilman Sciarrotta moved tc ccncur with the recom-
mendations cn agenda items #2C, 21, 22, and #23. Eis motion was
seccnded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimcusly
favcrable.

It was pointed cut by Councilman Uerkwitz, re: Item #23, that

the ceontracter in this case has underbid; therefcre, Staff should be
aware of the jcb.

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:

28 Deputy Attcrney Allen advised that the Writ of Mandate filed with the
State Supreme Court by Mr. Dan Eutcher was denied. It was added by

Mr. Allen that post card rotification to the City regarding this had

been overlooked.

26 The retirement of Park Superintendent Casper Clemmer was
announced by City Manager Ferraro who cutlined Casper's lengthy career
with the City -- every good wish for his retirement future was
extended by the Council.

27 Noted by Councilman Brewster was Police Chief Nash's report on
special problems apparently building up with the scheduling of high
school football games and possible Council action at this time. Chief
Nash stated that this is information only for the present.

L 10. City Council
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28. Councilman Johnson offered the following prepared oral re:
Traffic Problems and Traffic Commissicn Planning:

"From time to time we have all stated our concern that traffic
congestion is one of our most serious problems in Torrance. A couple
or three weeks ago under orals, I again expressed my concern that
not encugh interim and long range planning is being done to solve
this growing problem.

"Cn reading the minute account of the Traffic Commission's
activities, it is evident that they have been caught up in the
whirlpool of day to day mundane assignments that generally fall into
the category of 'fire drills'. It is evident frcm these proceedings
that the Traffic Ccmmission is not being presented, or that the
Commissicn is nct generating, the necessary studies to find short -
range, intermediate or.lcng range soluticns to this ever growing
problem of traffic congestion.

"'Fire drille® will ccntinue, for it is necessary that this
work be accomplished as a matter of rcutine. By 'fire drills' I
mean the usual hearings on stop signs, speed limits, etc. These
hearings and recommendaticns are necessary, fcr the people must be
heard. Nor do I criticize Staff or the Commission for handling
these kinds of assignments. A gcod jcb is being done.

"In my view, hcwever, it will be none tco late if Staff and
the Commissicn commence now tc sericusly evaluate the present
existing conditions which cause ccngestion, where the cor.gestion
is being caused, and to make reccmmendaticns for eliminating as
nearly as pcssible the prcblem that exists.

"Based upcn their findings and projected traffic buildup,
especially in the east-west, north-scuth corridors, a projection of
possible future traffic problems can be made and then it can be
determined what will be necessary to effect a sclution within the
most acceptable ccst means.

"One can envision a graphic presentation which wculd indicate
traffic buildup in our major thorcughfares in the next five, ten,
fifteen, and twenty year 'milestone' pericds (per graph on record).

A sub-graph for each of our major corridors and even a sub-sub-graph of
the major bcettleneck intersecticns can also be devised to indicate
the traffic buildup data fcr thcse particular locaticns.

"Bach cof these problem areas shculd then be studied and a
solution applied, perhaps even with several alternatives sc that a
superimposed line upcn the graph would demonstrate graphically that
if the solution is applied, what the reducticn in traffic congestion
will be."

City Traffic Engineer Horkay advised that the Traffic Commission
has formed a committee tc institute the above requested studies -~
members are Commissioners McElrcy, McMullen, and Delaney.

11. City Council
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29, A prepared resolution regarding the Sister City affiliation
was furnished the City Attorney by Councilman Sciarrctta, with the
request that it be returned to the Octcber 26th agenda.

30. Councilman Surber referred to Information Item B - the City
Manager's communicaticn to Mr. L.H. McGuire re: the findings of
the FBI investigation - and inquired as to the response, if any.

City Manager Ferraro advised that in a telephone call to
Mr. McGuire it was learned that he could only reiterate his
instructions from Washington, D.C. —-- that the investigation was
called by a member of the Assistant Attorney General of the United
States; it was a written request; nc further information could be
obtained. ’

The City Manager was then directed by Ccuncilman Surber to
write tc U.S. Attorney General Jchn Mitchell or Mr. Herb Kleindist,
U.S. Deputy Attcrney General, and request a complete report on the
complaint made against this Council and this City, the contents of
the complaint, by whcm the complaint was made, the agency from
which it originated, and the disposition of the whole unwarranted
allegation.

31. Ccuncilman Surber inguired as to the status cf the legal
cpinicn in reference to the right of the people to vote for or
against subsidized hcusing -- Sr. Deputy Attorney McNary indicated
that this repcrt would be expedited. .

32. Councilman Surber complimented Mrs. Mary Ann Lee of the Los
Angeles Times for her impartial, comprehensive coverage of the
action, or lack of actien, taken by the Council on resclutions re:
low-ccst heusing intrcduced by him and Ccuncilman Johnson.

| 33« The Octcber 14th issue of the Los Angeles Times, according
to Courcilman Surber, ccntained an extensive article concerning
secret meetings which he fcund extremely interesting -- permission

' te reproduce the necessary ccpies rfor daistributicn toc the Council,

‘ City officials, Ccmmissicns, etc. was requested by Mr. Surber.
There were no cbjections.

$2250 for school ground lighting was noted by Counicilman Wilson =-
| Dr. Wilson then advised that the revised figures indicate that the
City's portion would be $2718; it is, therefore, necessary to
increase the City's allotment some $468. Ccuncilman Johnson so
‘ MOVED. The motion was seccnded by Ccuncilman Wilson, and roll call
vote was unanimcusly favorable.

‘ 4. Council acticn cn Gctcber 5th approving an apprcpriation of

, 35. Mayor Miller noted the apparent misunderstanding regarding
| attendance requirements on the part of Water Commissicners Brooks
and O'Brien, it having been indicated by both gentlemen that they
desire to continue to serve on this Commission.

MOTION: Councilman Sciarrotta moved that Commissiocners Brooks
; and O'Brien's absences be excused, and that they continue to serve

12, City Council
| o Octokber 19, 1971




_.-/—' 1

on the Water Commission. The mction was seccnded by Cduncilman
Wilson, and there were no objections.

It was the comment of Councilman Uerkwitz, while in concurrence
with the above situation and action, that it has been the general
policy to review these matters in Personnel Session. In concurrence
was Councilman Surber who felt that a steady posture should be
"maintained by the Council, with each such situation considered in
the same manner.

Ccuncilman Jchnscen requested that a letter be sent to the
Commissicns which would explain Council policy in the matter of
attendance, noting the fact that long range absenteeism should come
to the Council fcr approval. It was agreed that it should be up to
Commission Chairmen tc pclice members' attendance.

City Clerk Coil noted that quarterly Commission Attendance
Reports are presently being prepared, and will be before the Council
very shoertly.

It was clarified by City Manager Ferrarc that the above action
reinstated Commissicrners Brocks and O'Brien, not reappointed them.

36. A communicaticn from Head Deputy Jochn M. Provenzano, Office of
the District Attcrney, commending the Tcrrance Police Department for
its investigaticn regarding the solicitaticn cf murder of the
Superintendent cf Schocls cf the Torrance Unified School District,
was read alcud by Mayor Miller.

It stated, in part:

"The successful investigaticn of this crime in no small measure
is due to Chief D.E. Nash, whc was personally invclved in the case
frem its inception. As the Chief of the Torrance Pclice Department,
he sets an illustricus example and mcdel for his organization.
Parenthetically, I would like tc say that I have always found Chief
Nash extremely cocperative in matters of mutual ccncern. A ccmplex
case cf this nature is only concluded successfully by .a well trained
unit. One cannct hope to commence preparaticn and training at the
eleventh hour and hcpe for success. The actual investigation was
superbly handled by Lieuterant M. Hone, Vice and Intelligence Unit,
who was ably assisted by Sergeant J. Weyant."

Appreciation for this thcughtful gesture by the District
Attorney's office was expressed by Maycr Miller, along with
congratulations to Chief Nash.

37. The announced retirement of Supervisor Chace was noted by
Mayor Miller, as was the need tc prcperly hcnor him.

38. Mayor Miller stated that an Executive/Personnel Session would
follow -- to be considered, fcr one thing, will be Rose Parade Float -
Association members -- and that the Council.wculd return to announce
these appointments.
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The hour being 7:25 P.M. Councilman Sciarrotta moved to recess
for an Executive and Personnel Session. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Johnson, and approval was unanimous.

The Council returned at 8:05 P.M. to announce the Rose Parade
Float Association Members, as follecws: Ed Enrietta, Mrs. Ruthy
Enrietta, Harold Smith, Doug Hedde, Robert Vroman, Mrs. Florence
Robertson, and Mrs. Dawne Wilhelm, with two Alternate Members yet
to be selected.

The meeting was formally adjourned at 8:06 P.M.

7y,

fﬁc(‘zﬁa{)( [é‘_ Jiﬁ

Verhon W. Coil, City'Clerk

H ' B B of the City of Torrance
p 7%,

Y

Mayor of the City of Torrance
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