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MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

July 13, 1971 

The Torrance City Council convened in an Adjourned Regular 
Meeting on Tuesday, July 13, 1971, at 5:30 P.M. in the Council 
Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 • ROLL CALL: 

350 

Present were Councilmen Brewster, Johnson, Sciarretta, Surber, 
Uerkwitz, Wilson, and Mayor Miller. 

Also present: Assistant City Manager Scharfman, City Attorney 
Remelmeyer, and City Clerk Coil. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Members of the North Torrance East Little League led in the 
salute to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

The Reverend Den McGaughey, Church of Christ, gave the invocation 
for the meeting. 

* * * * 

An invitation to the Council to attend the first Little League 
tournament game on July 19th was extended by Mr. Red o o ~ 

behalf of District #27. 

*  * * * 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Sciarretta moved that the minutes of June 21, June 22, 
and June 24th be approved as recorded. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
(Note: Councilman Johnson abstained from approval of the June 24th 
minutes in that he was not present at that meeting.) 

6. APPROVAL OF DEMANDS: 

ou il ~ Johnson moved that all properly audited demands be 
paidc His motion, seconded by Councilman Uerkwitz, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote. 
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7. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved that after the Clerk has given a number 
and read title to any resolution or ordinance on tonight's agenda, the 
further reading thereof be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each 
Councilman the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or 
ordinance in regular order. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Sciarretta, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

Bo COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 

No reports. 

9c OATH OF ALLEGIANCE TO POLICE OFFICER RESERVES. 
lOo COMMISSION ~  - INTERVIEWS. 

Held for later i~ the meetingo 

HEARINGS -OT"r..ER T".c<"..F-.N ~  ~  ZONING: 

11. HEARING FOR SGT. JAMES FARRAR. 

The attorney fer Sergeant Farrar0 Mro Bruce Wolfe, requested 
~ t this matter be heard in a Personnel Session. City Attorney 
Remelmeyer confirmec the right tc so requestc and there were no 
o e tio s~ 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved to recess to a Personnel Session 
to hear the st:bject case. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Sciarrotta1 and roll call vote ·was unanimously favorable. (The 
hour was 5:40 P.M.) 

The Council returned at 6:40 P.M. 

Mayor Miller o~ e  the decision reached in the matter of 
Sergeant James Farrar: The o~ il reduced the penalty from 20 days 
tc 15 calendar dayso Ccuncilman Sciarretta so MOVED; his motion, 
seconded by Councilman Wilsen, was unanimously approved by roll call 
vote. 

COMMISSION VACANCIES: 

10. Interviews for Commission Vacancies; 

The following applicants were present to request Commission 
appointments: Mrso Mary Lou Cushman (Library, Youth Welfare, 
Planning); Jchn Lankford (Yo·.lth Welfare); Lyle Decuir (Youth 
Welfare); Mrs. Rcse Neveux (Youth Welfare); Paul Sittel· (Youth 
Welfare); and William Irwin (Youth Welfare). It was also reported 
that Harrison Scott is interested in appointment to the Youth 
Welfare Commission. 

Appreciation for the interest on the part of many applicants 
was expressed by Mayor Miller, on behalf of the Council; it was 
agreed to make appointments at a Personnel Session later in the 
evening. 

(Commission Appointments -Page 11.) 
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OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 

9. Oath of Allegiance to newly trained Police Officer Reserves. 

The Oath of Allegiance was administered by City Clerk Coil, 
and congratulations were extended by Captain Hammond and Mayor Miller 
to these dedicated men. 

PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

12. Conununication regarding opening of 236th Place between Cabrillo 
and Arlington Avenues. 

There was review of the recent street study. in this area, and the 
need for a public hearing in this regard. 

The need for a public hearing was acknowledged by Councilman 
Johnson, but it was his recommendation that the developer be put on 
notice that there might be later revisions. Councilman Brewster 
noted that he is on record for favoring an elbowing of this street 
to the south, but, apart from that, it would seem that it would be 
possible, as a part of the tract map, to take the dedications for 
both the 27 ft. straight-through street and the 40 ft. radius 
bulb, and then after a decision at a later date to deed back 
the remnants to the developer. 

Mayor Miller inquired if anyone wished to speak on this matter, 
and there was no response. 

MOTION: ~ il  Johnson moved that; for the present, it be 
.left as a cul-de-sac, but that the developer be put on notice by 
having him dedicate both for the cul-de-sac arid the t o~  street, 
with the idea that the City can deed back the portion not needed 
from the ~l e s ~ if it is decided to leave it as a cul-de-sac --
the matter cf irnprcvements to be decided between the City Engineer 
and the developer. Tt.e mction was seconded by Councilman Surber. 

Discussion followed regarding the Council1s responsibility to 
the maintenance of the Master Plan, as well as their desire to please 
the people in keeping the street closed --it was pointed out by 
Councilman Uerkwitz that the Council, in February, by a 4-3 vote 
decided not to consider the elbow, and it was confirmed that there 
had been no change of opinion. 

Roll call vote on Councilman Johnson's motion was unanimously 
favorableu with the following comments: 

Councilman Brewster stated that he still favors his position as 
of last February with regard to the final answer to this problem; 
is~ i ti e vote is fer ~ e immediate problem before the Council • . 

It was confirmed by Councilman Sciarretta that were the street a 
cul-de-sac the setbacks would be affected, but not the building pattern, 
prior to his "yes" vote. 
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In the opinion of Councilman Wilson, the cul-de-sac is not the 
e~ e t answer to the problem. 

It was clarified by Mayor Miller that the above action will permit 
the·builder and developer to expedite his project, if he desires to go 
this route, without a ccffiplete public hearing --at the same time, the 
citizens have been protected in that nothing has been changed from the 
way it was originally created. 

Councilman Uerkwitz noted that the same three votes for the elbow 
remain, in the event the matter returns: Mayor Miller noted the same 
4 votes otherwise remain as well. 

APPEALS ~ OTHER THAN PI....M."'NING AND ZONING: 

13 • APPEAL BY MRS. W. A. S. DOUGLAS OF CITY' S CLAIM FOR 
LIQUIDATED DAMAGESo 

Mrs. Douglas was present to affirm her June 16th communication, 
and there was Council review of the Airport Manager's findings in 
this matter. 

It was the ccmment of Councilman Johnson that there are extenuating 
i u st es~ o e e ~ tLere should not be complete relief, in his 
cpinion:. and offered the following: 

MOTION: That the difference ($2cl20) be split, and that there 
be approval of $lg060 fer liquidated damages. The motion was seconded 
by Mayor Miller9 in order to get it on the floor. 

At ou il ~ Brewster's uestio ~ Mrs. Dcugias indicated that 
she wo'.lld like to be relieved of the entire amount. "Ability to pay" . 
aspects were ccnsideredr as was the "Act of God" circumstance, and the 
need for an opinion from the City Attorney. · 

A SUBSTIT:JTE MOTION was made by Councilman Uerkwitz: That this 
matter be referred to the Airport Committee, with the advice of the 
City Attorney to be sc·ught. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Surber# and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

REAL PROPERTY: 

14. RESOLUTION re: _THOMAS PROPERTY 

15. RESOLUTION re: FOLEY PROPERTY 

In view of the fact that the above resolutions were just furnished 
the Council, Councilman Surber MOVED to hold for one week, and the 
motion was seCDlded by Councilman Uerkwitzo It was noted that an escrow 
would be affected by such deiay --Mayor Miller made a SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
To consider items #14 and #15 later in the. meeting, s:aid. items to be 
read al;: the recess. The motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarrotta, 
and carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Brewster, Johnson, Sciarretta, Wilson, 
and Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Surber, Uerkwitz. 

4. City Council 
July 13, 1971 



·- -- ""--· ... 
··-' ... ~ "';'1 

16. RESOLUTION re: purchase of land required for Meadow Park 
Redevelopment Project. 

RESOLUTION NO. 71-156 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY . . 

CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST THAT CERTAJ.N 
AGREEMENT FOR 'IHE PURCHASE OF PARCEL NO. 1 
.REQUIRED FOR THE MEADOW PARK REDEVELOPMENT 

PROJECT. 
(Portion of 235th Street -Leo C°"cdman) 

354 

Councilman Sciarretta moved for t?e adoption of Resolution No. 
71-1560 His motion0 seconded by Councilman Wilson0 was unanimously 
approved by roll call vcteo 

FISCAL MATTERS: 

17. BINDEWALD ROAD -VANDERHILL ROAD CITY LAND IMPROVEMENT. 

TEAM RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council approve Engineering Department Plan CP-192u 
to appropri=i.te an additionally req:.lired amount of $8,.700 
from Unappropriated Surplus of the General Fund9 and to 
authorize the worko 

Mr. Lee Bagem (?), 4922 i e~ l  Read, reported the unsatis-
factory water pressure in this area ~ propcsea remedial efforts in this 
regard were described by ~e  System Manager Bcrgwato 

MOTION: o~ il ~ Sciarretta mcved to o ~  with the Team 
recorrune::idation, .His moticn was seconded by l ~ il  Johnson: and 
roll call vote was "l.:nanimc..J.sly favcrable e 

AIRPORT MATTERS: 

18. PROPOSED l ~ OF LOCALIZERo 

Following a Staff ese t tio~ by Assistant Airport Manager 
Critchfield, Mayor Miller invited those present on this matter to 
speak at this time. 

The esi e~t cf the ~t o  Ri ie~  Homecwr:ers sso i tio ~ 

Mro John Conway" 23326 Adclph AveI'-·1e, expressed their ~ e tio s for 
the reasons that .traffic will be increased in an already overloaded 
airport, and will serve to t~ t larger aircraft, with ~ t e  

impairment to the safety of residential areaso 

Mr. Richard Bo Clark7 429 -24th Street, e es~ Beach, represent-
ing the e ~e  California Aircraft and Pilots Association, indicated 
their approval of the Lccalizer for the reasoP-that safety will be 
enhanced, the object being to give the pilcts better visibilityo 

Opposition was t:;xp=essed by Mr. Ray Cherry, 4416 West 234th Street, 
due to the ever i e si ~  traffic problems at the airport and added 
hazards to esi e~ es --i~ was his e ues~ that the Council reject 
this ite ~ there i8 a need for additional factso 
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On beha\f of the Riviera nomedWhers Association, Mr. Robert 
Wnite indicated their tentative opposition in this matter in view of 
the need for additional facts --an increase in traffic appears .. 
inevitable, with bigger, noisier airplanes, and there should be. 
very careful study before the ·Localizer is actually put into ~i  

Mr. John R. Creighton, 331 Avenue E, Redondo Beach, spoke i ~

favor of the installation of the o li e ~ as a pilot, this wlll; 
enhance his ability to make a safe approach to Torrance. 

Next to speak was Mrs. Evelyn Ecklesten, 2414 West 185th Street, 
who, both as a pilot and resident, feels that the Localizer will help 
in the noise problem, and that there should be every reasonable aid fo1 
both the flyer and the non-flyer. ·rt was the further hope of Mrs. 
Ecklesten that Torrance Airport would not expand to compete with the· 
Los Angeles Airport, and that it be kept safe'for all. 

Mr. Ken Gibson, ·20901 ~  an instrument flight instructor at 
Torrance Airport, described the role of the Localizer in the matter 
of training. 

The many hearings by the Transportation Committee regarding 
this item were reviewed by Councilman Surber --it represents added 
safety, in his opinion, and should decrease the noise over Torrance. 

Councilman Wilson acknowledged the problems faced by beth pilots 
and homeowners, but it is imperative that city officials make a 
decision which would insure the safety of all; Dr. Wilson, therefore, 
concurs with the recommendation of the Airport Commission. 

../·t: .. "; 

Opposition was voiced by Councilman Uerkwitz for the reason that it 
will result in a full instrumentation-type airport, and there will then 
be no control over the kind of planes using same --it has been used all 
these years by people in a private-type flying operation without 
requiring this much i st u e t tio ~ without any evidence of problems. 

Concurrence with the majority report of the Transportation 
Commit.tee was indicated by Councilman Brewster --in his opinion the 
advantages to the community, environmental and otherwise, lies with 
the instailation of the Localizer --were heavy, fast airport traffic 
anticipated, it ~oul  not be favored by local pilots in that such 
mixtures are most unwelcome. 

While he-is not opposed to progress and safety, Councilman Johnsc 
feels that, in this instance, it would end up to be a first step towarc 
additional use of the Airport --he is further concerned about the 
lowering of the altitude and the noise factor, as well as the possiblit 
of the airport becoming an LAX receiver airport. There remain many 
unanswered uesti~ s  and there is a chance that an equal system would 
be adequate without increasing flights; Mr. Johnson will, therefore, 
vote "no'·"-.. · · 

The Council jurisdiction over Airport flights was pointed out by 
Councilman Sciarretta --he is in favor of the safety aspect of the 
Localizer, and noted the improvement represented by the revised flight 
pattern. -, • 
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Mayor Miller commented on the fact that the Airport is here to 
stay --it is the responsibility of the Council to make it safe, ~oti  

limitations as to its use,andits record of banning jet fuel from the 
Airport. It would seem to the Mayor, in this case, that the Localizer 

would be something beneficial, rather than detrimental, to the 

community. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarretta moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the Airport Commission, Airport Manager, and 
Transportation Committee for approval of the FAA Localizer installa-
tion at the Torrance Airport. His motion was seccnded by Councilman 

Surber, and carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Brewsterq Sciarretta, Surber, Wilson: 
and Mayor Millero 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Johnson, Uerkwitz. 

Councilman Surber noted his usual reluctance regarding Federal 
funds, but the fact is· that :the-·a±rport is there tb stay, and it should 
be made safer for both the pilots and the people on the ground. 

ITEMS NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED: 

19. SELECTION OF SINGLE CIRCUIT TRANSMISSION ROUTE FOR 220 KV 
EDISON LINES. (RECONSIDERATION) 

There was clarification of Staff recommendations by Assistant 
to the City Manager Jackson for the benefit of the large ~ ie e 

. present on this matter. 

Mr. John Mulvihill, 3765 West 17lst Street, noted the absence 
of any recommendation for undergrounding from the e ~  Gtilities 
Committee, and suggested that a better name might be ''Pcwer Pele Tower 
Committee" --the composition of the Committee was clarified by 
Assistant City Manager Scharfman, at Mr. Mulvihill's request. 

On behalf of SETHA, Mr. Arnold Johnson, 2278 West 232nd Street, 
commended the Council for its stand in.the Ainsworth Power Pole 
controversy, and requested that Council reject the Staff recommendation 
for the placement of Edison's giant power poles on 235th Street in 
view of the detrimental effect thereof to this thoroughfare. 
Mr. Johnson labelled this a perversion of proper use of R-1 streets; 
the idea of an installation of a dangerous0 electrical expressway in 
the sky over 235th Street is obnoxious to the adjacent landowners, 
and its construction would result in constant annoyance to the 
enjoyment of family life on this street, as well as effect a deterioration 
to property values. 

In conclusion, it was stated by Mr. Johnson that it is hoped _ 
that it will not be necessary for theproperty 0W!"1ers involved to exercise 
their right of action in this matter, following e ie~ of past and 
future history of the 235th Street thoroughfare. Homeowners on this 
street do not feel that they dedicated street right-of-way to support 
the transmission of high voltage electric power --the primary law of 
235th Street is motion of people and vehicles, not dangerous high 
voltage electrical freeways. 

7. 
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Mr.•Antonio Maldarella, 2416 West 235th Street, noted that 
in September, l970, when overhead 220 KV lines were proposed for 
235th Street, there was no discussion with Southeast Torrance 
residents, and· this represents a ~ eli tio  of duty by the 
Underground Utilities -Committee. It does not seem reasonable, 
Mr.·Maldarella continued, that the Edison Companyo with large 
e;xpenditures for advertising claiming to be the protector of the 
environment, is not able to bear the cost of one mile of under-
grounding. · · It was _further pointeq out that the City

6 
with its 

official_ position regarding the Ainsworth Avenue power pole 
problem, cannot say that this is a special problem, 2::Jdo therefore, 
not .applicable. An alternate route, or undergrm:.ndi:r.g on 235th 
·Streetg was requested. 

· Next ~~ ~ ~ was Mrs. Marion Lyman, 1922 e~  237-t.tc st:i:-eet, 
who quoted a paragraph from the Edison applicaticn to PUC, ~~ 

follows: "The proposed transmission lines do not pass in the 
vicinity of any recreational or scenic areas, historic sites or 
buildings, or archaeological.sites. The lines will not be 
prominently visible from any of the.parks in the vicinity of the 
lines. The.lines will not produce an unreascnable burden on the 
natural resources-or aesthetics of the areao" Mrs. Lytnan then 
noted that the lines will pass in the vicinity of a recreational 
area9 ci.nd they will be plainly visible from a park --Park Sur 
La Brea·,, the first beautification attempt in Sc1theast Tcrrar.cea 
and of extreme importance to its residentse There are further 
concerns relative to safety, and another route should be considered. 

Representing the Ainsworth Avenue homeowners, Mro Richard 
Knickerbocker ot~  the possible detriment t~ t an action with 
reference to the R-1 zone might have on pending litigation, in 
view of arguments presented in the Ainsworth matter. 

The secretary of Torrance Heights Civic Association. Mrso Irene 
Griffith, 3416 West 229th Street, requested that the o~ il adopt a 
policy for all of Torrance for undergrounding and keeping the City 
as beautiful as possible. 

Marble Estates Homeowners president, Mre Henry Nowicki. 
2535 West 232nd t eet~ indicated their Board's opposition to the 
further extension of overhead power lines through the City of 
~o e -specifically, down Crenshaw Boulevardo Continuation of 
.this policy reverts back to the stone age, and instead of going 
underground, as ·has been the tendency, poles are now going above 
ground. Further; according to Mr. Nowicki, there is a need for 
further information regarding the so called unfeasibility of under-
grounding. 

On behalf of the Southern California Edison Company, Mr.L.B. 

.. 

. ·· 

Goss stated that the point has been reached where it is technologically 
feasible to put 220 KV services underground; however, it is financially 
~~ e si le and would affect the rate cost. Mr. Goss then described the 
extensive research preceding the selection of the subject route. 
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Mr. ~  Lawson, Superintendent of Transmission, Southern 
Transmission Division of Southern California Edison Company, next 
spoke, and, at Councilman Johnson's question, advised that the 
undergrounding of 235th Street from Western to the substation would 
cost; roughly, $'1,700,000 --overhead would be approximately 
$150,000 --and would require PUC approval. 

It was the request of Councilman Johnson that Staff provide a 
study of the three alternatives, with Edison Company assistance, 
prior to final determination regarding a route --noted by Mr. Johnson 
was the fact that, somehow, New York City's downtown area is now 
without overhead lines. __ Study of the alternatives should i lu~e  

per Mr. Johnson: :· 'undergrounding vs. the Sepulveda-Crenshaw 
route, and/or undergrounding vs. the Lomita-Garnier route. 
Mr. Goss indicated their willingness t6 again meet with the City 
and review the routes, with the residents in attendance. 

Councilman Wilson referred to the present court case and the 
need to reaffirm the Council's position in order that the Ainsworth 
matter not be jeopardized --further; there is a need for Council 
policy for the entire City, and this probably should be a Public 
Works Committee consideration. uesti ~e  by Dr. Wilson also was the 
right of the City to require undergrounding of such'linesc with City 
Attorney Remelmeyer elaborating on the jurisdicti0n of the PUC in 
such matters and the complexities of the su e t~ and the fact that 
study would be required. Mr. Remelmeyer confirmed that to permit this 
on 235th Street would jeopardize the Ainsworth Avenue suit. 

It was the comment of Councilman Brewster that the previous 
action taken on this case was done at'  a time when there was very little 
hope that a franchised power of a public utility could be opposed --
the Ainsworth situation has now offered a glimmer of hope that the City 
can have some voice and control in such situationso Of concern to 
Mro Brewster is the fact that anything dcne at 235th Street might 
alienate or be dangerous to the Ainsworth case. 

Councilman Brewster then referred to the Staff l~e ti es  

noting that _the third position, .the Western to e ~l e  to-
Crenshaw out~ s so placed because o~ the corner poles, and stated 
that any time a corner is turned there is a corner pole. which would 
be just as true at Western and 235th, Crenshaw and 235th, etco 
It was the further observation of Mr. Brewster that Western Avenue 
to Lomita and Lomita to Garnier objections are to the difficulties 
of obtaining permission from the City of Lomita; if that is the route 
that best favors the City of Torrance, then these difficulties should 
be of no o e ~  

e ~ o st to coast oppc;>sition to overhead poles has reverberated 
to a considerable degree, according to Councilman Sciarretta, and it 
would appear that utility companies should take heed and start under-
grcunding --eventually, why not now? 

Mayor Miller recalled previous action, perhaps in haste, without 
consideration of undergrounding, it having been dismissed as an 
impractical thing --alternatives were assumed without thorough 
investigation. There was the further feeling, the Mayor continued, 
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that ''you can't beat City Hall"· in reverse "you can't beat a utility ; 
company". but the Ainsworth matter altereq the situation. 

It was the further comment of Mayor Miller that the alternatives 
should not be discussed until the undergrounding concept has been 
exhausted. The Mayor also indicated that Councii protest at this 
point is imperative, in view of the Ainsworth litigation, in an.attempt 
to· stop any future use of t ~ there is no alterriat)ve but under-
grounding. 

Concurrence with the preceding comments was indicated by 
Councilman Surber --there is now a new ball game and no way to go 
other than as above suggested. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved that a moratorium be placed 
on the transmission circuit routes formerly adopted by the Council 
(the Hawthorne route ~  the Western route), such recommendations to PUC 
to be withdrawn. The motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarretta, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

Councilman Surber, at the time of his "yes" vote, referred to the 
importance of inc·luding Hawthorne Boulevard in the above action, again 
alluding to the "brand new ball game". 

It was the comment of Mayor Miller that his "yes" vote was for 
the reason that he received misinformation at a prior time --it is, 
therefore, necessary that he readjust his thinking. 

Councilman Johnson again requested that a study be made re: 
undergrounding of the three routes, as well as any suggested future 
routes --he so MOVED; the motion was seconded by Mayor Miller, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

* * * * 

The hour being 9:05 P.M. Councilman Sciarretta moved to recess 
as City Council and reconvene as the Redevelopment Agencyo His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Brewster, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

The Council returned at 9:06 P.M. to take the following 
action: Councilman Surber MOVED that the Council recess for the 
~ ose of a Personnel Session. His motion, seconded by Councilman 
Brewster, was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

* * 

... 10 • 
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The Council r ·eturned at 9: 50 P.M. and Commission appointments, 
as follows, were announced by Mayor Miller: .. 

LIBRARY COMMISSION: 
John Lankf crd 

YOUTH WELFARE COMMISSION: 
Doug · Hedde --

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: 
Reappointees: 
Harvey Horwich 
Mrs. Virginia Jones 
.William Ho Largent 
George L. Lewison 
Donald F. Meade 
Paul R. Lipinski 
New Appointees: 
Mrs. Lenora Cook 
Glenn H. Child 
Lyle c. Decuir 
Victor L. DiBiasi 
Bennie B. Edep 
William Irwin 
Harrison To Scott 
Paill E. Sittel 

The congratulations of the Council were extended to the above 
appointees. o~ il  Wilson MOVED that there be a swearing-in 
ceremony at a forthcoming Council meeting for these interested 
citizens. The motion was seconded by Mayor Miller, and approval 
was u i ~s  

It was the reqt:.est of Mayor Miller that the City Clerk direct 
a new letter and application to applicants now on record in order 
that this file may be ~ te  

ITEMS NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED: 

2 0. CHANGE IN CARNIVAL ORDINANCE. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2255 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE REPEALING SECTION 33.18.4 
OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE ~  ENACTING 
A NEW SECTION 33.18.4 PROVIDING RULES AND 
REGULATIONS FOR CIRCUSES, R ~ RODEOS, 
ITINERATE SHOWS AND AMUSEMENT RIDES. 

Councilman Sciarretta moved for the apprc.-al of Ordinance No. 
2255 at its first reading. His motion, seconded by Councilman Surber, 
was unanimously approved. 
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NONCONTROVERSIAL ITEMS: 

21. EXPENDITURES OVER $300: 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR: 
That Council approve the following purchases: 

A. BUDGETED: 

1. $1367.61 to Fred E. Klinger Company as low bidder for an 
annual contract to supply engineering reproduction • 
supplies "as requested" by.the Engineering Department. 

2a $348008 to Moore Business Forms, Inc. for 25,000 copies 
of City of Torrance payroll checks as requested by the 
Finance Department. 

3. $432.76 to Sears Commercial Sales for 350 each steel fence 
posts as requested by the Airport Department to be used for 
crowd control on Airport ~ s  

4. $1500.00 to Jerry Witt & Sons for labor and materials to 
replace the roof at Post Avenue Library as scheduled by 
the Building Maintenance Department. 

S a $804.60 to Red Devil Fireworks Company for the fireworks 
display held on night before Armed Forces Day celebration. 

6. $2800.00 to the Addressograph-Multigraph Company as part 
of State of California "Cooperative Purchase" program for 
offset printing materials for 1971-72, as requested by 
Central Services Division. '· 

7. $392.18 to Western States Envelope Company for 90,000 window 
envelopes as requested by the Library Department to use "as 
needed". 

8. $348.88 to South Bay Pipe and Supply for replacement hardware 
for the lawn sprinkler system uprooted during construction 
.of .Central Library. 

9. $924.00 to Oscar B. Stiskin for 176 large print library books 
as requested by the Library Department. 

10. $1390.32 to Campbell & Hall c/o Harry R. Wilson for 144 aduli 
and 98 juvenile library books as requested by the Library 
Department. 

11. $325.00.to New York Times for microfilm copies of the 1971 
issues o~ the New York Times as requested by the Library 
Department. 

12. $1209.50 to Strand Book Store, Inc. for 323 adult library 
books as requested by the Library Department. 

13. $394.12 to o t~ Inc. for 40 adult library books as 
requested by the Library Department. 
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B. REIMBURSABLE: 

14. $436.80 to Hersey Sparling ~o  one only Hersey Sparling 
water meter as requested by the Water Department for 
installation at the Ver-Monica Laundry Service. Payment 
has already been received for this expenditure. 

22. PAYMENT TO NATIONAL SUPPLY DIVISION OF ARMCO STEEL CORP. 
FOR REMODE.LING OF PORTION OF BUILDING TO ALLOW FOR 
WIDENING OF CARSON STREET. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
That payment of $50920 to National Supply Division of Armco 
Steel Corporation be approved, with National Supply administer-
ing contract. 

23. RENEWAL OF CONTRACT -Air Conditioning Service in City 
buildings - (Reference Bid Noa B69-24) Annual Expenditure -
$96200.00. 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR/PURCHASING SUPERVISOR: 
That Council approve of renewing air conditioning contract 
with Nichols Refrigeration2 Inca for.an additional year 
~u e  

240 AWARD OF ~ R  - Improvement of Carson Street (N/S) FROM 
FLOWER AVENUE TO 180 FT. E'LY. (Informal Bid) 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
That the contract be awarded to Vargas o~st u tio  and 
Manufacturing, and all other bids be rejected. 

25. AWARD OF CON'TRACT FOR BULK GASOLINE - SHELL OIL COMPA-'f\JY 
RE: 'IORPANCE "COOPERATIVE R ~  PROGRAM WITH L.A. 
COUNTY -FISCAL YEAR 1971-72 ($801000 ~  EXPENDITURE) 
REFERENCE AGREEMENT #28478 L.A. COUNTY & SHELL OIL COo 

RECOMMENDATION OF ~  DIRECTOR/PURCHASING SUPERVISOR: 
That Council approve the awarding of this contract to Shell 
Oil Company in accordance with City's "Cooperative Program" 
with the o~ t  of Lvs Angeles. This award would represent 
City's total gasoline e ~i e e t for Fiscal Year 1971-72. 
The anticipated annual expenditure is expected to be about 
$80, 000 e 00 annually for both regul_ar and premium gasoline. 

MOTION: Councilman i ~ ott  moved to concur with recommenda-
tions on items #21, 226 23, 24; and #25. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wilsor-0 and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

It was the cormnent of Councilman Brewster in reference to 
Item 211 #SJ $804060 to Red Devil Fireworks Company that there was 
considerable disappointment in the display offered on this occasion. 
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HEARINGS -PLANNING AND ZONING: 

26. ZC 71-12, CHRIS SORENSEN (CONTINUED HEARING). 
Change of zone from M-1 to R-3 on property located on the 
south side of Del Arno Boulevard, between Madison Street 
and Madrona Avenue. 
RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL TO R-3 PRECISE PLAN BY THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION. 

Mayor Miller announced that this is the time and place for the 
continued public hearing on zc l ~  inviting those present on 
this matter to speak at this time --the invitation was prefaced by 
the Mayor with the comment that there has been inference to "deals; 
etc." and added that he.has never personally discussed this matter 
with the proponent; his only discussion has been limited to a meeting 
some time ago with Delthorne residents and Mr. Scott Watt, the 
proponent at that.time. The Mayor reiterated his previously expressed 
feeling that when it is possible to obtain 12 acres of land on a term 
basis at 5.9°/o and 6% interest, the little remaining land along Del Arno 
(Del Arno being consistently developed with apartments) at a to~ e 

major intersection, the matter is academic, based upon a full concept 
of the picture. 

His July 13th communication regarding the unfeasibility of 
t o~se development on the subject property was read aloud by 
Mr. Chris Sorensen. Mrc Sorensen then explained that there would be 
phases cf development --the .first phase to consist of 63 units, with 
ar. ultimate total of 143 units (as compared with the original request 
for some 540 units). 

It was Councilman Surber's comment that, in his opinion, this 
was a "white elephant" and that 540 units could never have been 
achieved --u t e ~ the property is not in first class shape and the 
cost of conditioning this land for a park would be of interest to 
him. 

Representing the Delthorne Homeowners Association, Mr. Larry 
Schneider, 3526 White Ccurto reiterated their objections to· increased 
population density in the Delthorne ".pocket" and their concerns 
relative to streets9 schools, City services, etc. Mr. Schneider 
would agree that the property is a "white elephant" in terms of 
development, noting that there are many undetermined factors. and 
recommended that development be delayed until these determinations 
are made.  Mr. Schneider added that the residents are very happy at 
the prospect of a park in this area. .-

Councilman Brewster restated his constant position: that any 
more R-3 zoning in the Delthorne area was unreasonable and totally 
unacceptable, and tbat perhaps the corner property was more suitable 
to some kind of commercial development in that two major boulevards 
will pass this corner and the fact that there is industrial development 
to the north and to"the east --further, the area at present is not too 
well served with commercial establishments. It was added by Mr. Brewster 
that the information presented regarding the unfeasibility of townhouses 
does not persuade him to move off his position that C-3 or C-R might be 
the proper zoning for this parcel. 
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There was a further comment by Councilman Brewster to the effect 
that he is not too enamoured with the "terrific deal" to the City for 
the park, particularly when the  tax angles are considered, it being 
his understanding that the interest paid to the sellers is tax-free, 
along with the write-off for the· purchase price vs. assessed valuation 
of the land. and any.reduced price paid to them reduces the potential 
capital gain tax which us~ be paid on the property. ·A further con-
sideration, according to Mro Brewster, :i,s the fact that any "fix-up" 
cost has now been avoided by selling it to the City. 

Councilman Johnson recalled past Committee meetings, and long 
negotiations regarding this property, (minus any "deals"), wherein the 
big push, and a valid one,, was to obtain at least 5 acres or more for 
a much-needed park --progress has been made to this point, with an 
opportunity to develop the Del Arno frontage in a manner that will 
permit the lando\;Jl'lers to come out with something superior to leaving 
t~e land vacant1 or inappropriate commercial development:--and now 
there is this lack of support for this development along Del Arno, and 
it is most disturbing to Mr. o so ~ 

In the opinion of Mayor Miller the su ~ t consideration is an 
isolated piece of property, su ou ~  by consistent R-3 development, 
and what has transpired is without obligation --the Mayor also noted 
his anti-R3 position, with few exceptions. 

~ s  Mary Lou Cushman, 4806 Carmelynn st=eet, noted the existing 
traffic problems on Del Amo Boulevard,, and deemed "enough is enough" 
of this bedroom city; a commercial use would be the most suitable use 
for the subject property. 

Representing the League of Women Voters, Mrs, James Pierson 
stated their cpinion that R-3 at this location was perhaps e so le~ 

lt o~  they normally oppose R-3 and high density --R-3 Precise 
Plan would offer control of some of the problems and should serve as 
a solution. 

Councilman Uerkwitz commented that both sides of this matter 
have been debated many times0 always returning to the pitch "no zoning; 
no park" --Mr. Uerkwitz would also agree that nobody is giving that 
land away; $750;000 is still a lot of money. 

The building time schedule, and traffic demandse were reviewed 
by Councilman Wilson --it was ascertained that the first section would 
consist of 63 units._ with occupancy in approximately one year, and that 
the street improvement and apartment development would likely mesh. 

Mr. Bob Schulmana Scottfield CorporationJ 16917 Western Avenue, 
Gardena, stated that they originally presented the proposal to rezone 
the property with the 500+ unit apartment project --they are now 
interested in development as discussed, Mro Schulman also reported on 
countless meetings with the homeo\;Jl'lers. and their absence at this 
meeting was noted by him. The need for some kind of decision regarding 
development of this land was deemed imperative by Mr. Schulman. 
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Mrs. Pierson returned to clarify that the League of Women 
·. :.ers is neither for nor against R-3 --the League is against 
~  density without public open space. 

A resident at 3624 Michelle Drive (name unintelligible) 
~ ~~e  that he' is a new homeowner in this area. and would be opposed 
~  zone change which would increase the density and aggravate 
he considers a serious situation. 

There being no one else who wished to speak, Councilman 
~ ott  mcved that the hearing be closed. His motion was seconded 
':ouncilman Surber6 and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

MOTION: Councilman Surber moved to DENY ZC 71-12. His motion 
seconded by Councilman Brewster. 

A SUBSTITUTE MOTION was offered by Mayor Miller; To concur 
the Planning Commission for a change of zone to R-3 Precise 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson, and carried, 

- -roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: ·COUNCILMEN: Johnson0 Sciarrotta, Wilson, and 
Mayor Millero 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Brewster, Surber, Uerkwitz. 

~ o  Miller advised that the Precise Plan would returna with 
~ l i  hearings and with the usual advertising and notification. 
_ ~ noted by the Mayer was the fact that so few people were in 
:: .-. .::3.ance on this tte ~ remembering past meetings with overflow 
~ s and much vocalism. 

Considered together: 
RESOLUTION re: purchase of Thomas property. 

RESOLUTION re: purchase ·of Foley property. 

RESOLUTION NO. 71-157 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECT-
ING THE MAYOR AND ~ CLERK TO EXECUTE 
AND ATTEST THAT CERTAIN AGREEMENT DATED 
JULY 14, 1971, ·FOR THE PURCHASE BY THE 
CITY OF APPROXIMATELY 4.76 ACRES OF LAND 
IN THE DELTHORNE AREA FROM SHERMAN THOMAS 
AND CORDELIA THOMAS, AND AUTHORIZING AND 
DIRECTING THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE TO PAY 

CERTAIN SUMS THEREFOR. 

Councilman Sciarretta moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
~  His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson. 

A SUBSTITUTE MOTION was made.by Councilman Surber: That 
. ~o lutio  No. ~  be held for one week, to permit study of 
~ e • 

16. City Council 
July 13, 1971 



366 

Mr. Chris Sorensen indicated that it would not be possible 
to again.extend the-escrow. It was the cornrnent of Councilman 
Brewster that the tables have now turned --they have what they 
want, and the City does not have what it wants --Mr. Brewster 
would otherwise concur with Councilman Surber, but he now must vote 
for the resolutions, in order not to jeopardize the park. 

The substitute motion, to hold for one week, was seconded by 
Councilman Johnson, but failed to carry, with roll call vote as 
follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Johnson, Surber, Uerkwitz. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Brewster, i o~t  Wilson, and 

Mayor Miller. 

The main motione to adopt Resolution No. 71-157, carried, with 
roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Brewster, Johnson, Sciarretta, Wilson, 
and Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Surber. 
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEN: Uerkwitz (has not read either of the 

resolutions). 

RESOLUTION NO. 71-158 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE 
MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST 
THAT CERTAIN AGREEMENT DATED JULY 14, 1971, 
FOR THE PURCHASE BY THE CITY OF APPROXI-
MATELY 4.81 ACRES OF LAND IN THE DELTHORNE 
AREA FROM FRANCIS D. FOLEY lo.ND AUTHORIZlliG 
AND DTRECTING THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE TO PAY 

:CERTAIN SUMS THEREFOR. 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of .Resolution No. 71-158: 
his motion, seconded by Councilman Sciarretta, carried as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Brewster, Johnson, Sciarretta, Wilson, 
and Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Surber. 
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEN: Uerkwitz (has not read either of the 

resolutions.) 

ADDENDA ITEMS: 

27. ACCIDENT INSURANCE POLICY. 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE COMMITTEE: 
That Council approve the findings of the Finance Committee 
(per July 12th communication) and appropriate the necessary 
funds ($2,970) from the General Fund. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarrotta moved to concur with the above 
recommendation of the Finance Committee. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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28. ORDINANCE RE: PARK 1'.:1ID RECREATION FACILITIES ·TAX. 

(See Page 19.) 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

29. City Attorney Remelmeyer requested permission to extend 
Michael Stetson's contract for one more month, in view of the 
increased needs for his research services. Councilman Wilson 
MOVED to concur with the request; his motion was seconded by 
Councilman Surber, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
Councilman Wilson reiterated previously expressed praise for Mike's 
valuable contributions in recent legal matters. 

30. Approval of requested administrative leave by Assistant City 
Manager Scharfman was granted on a MOTION to so approve. The motion 
was seconded by Counci_lman Brewster, and there were no objections. 

31. Councilman Brewster specifically noted the $100 donation 
from the Torrance Woman's Club to the Torrance Public Library 
(Information Item D) and expressed appreciation for same. 

32. Councilman Sciarretta referred to recent correspondence 
regarding real estate tax increases and the need for clarification 
via newspapers on such tax increases and how they have come about. 

33. A news release regarding a proposed South Bay Civil Court 
Building in Torrance Civic Center was read aloud by Councilman 
Surber. Mr. Surber expressed his opposition to such a building, 
along with the proposed parking structure, and requested that his 
requested legal opinion regarding the Civic Center park property 
be expedited. 

City Attorney Remelmeyer extensively reviewed the history of 
the court house acquisition, the massive publicity pertaining thereto, 
and the success represented thereby. There was review_as well of 
future development of· the Civic Center area. Councilman Surber 
restated his desire that there be a park in.this area. 

Mrs. Mary Lou Cushman commented at this time on the need for 
an 8-hour work day out of the judges, their present work day shattered 
by recesses, coffee breaks, etc. 

34. It was the request of Councilman Uerkwitz that the matter of 
the leave of absence policy for City employees be referred to the 
Civil Service Committee for review. 

35. Councilman Wilson s ~  that an appropriate resolution be 
prepared in e~o itio  of El Camino's 25th year and its outstanding 
contribution to the community. There were no objections, and it 
was so ordered. 

36. Recent action by the Board of Supervisors approving the 
dispensation of alcohol at the Coliseum was noted by Councilman 
Wilson, and the many objections thereto were pointed out. Dr. Wilson 
recommended that the Council join in this protest, 
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ADDENDA ITEM: 

28. ORDINANCE RE: PARK AND RECREATION FACILITIES TAX. 

Councilman Wilson presented an Emergency Ordinance requiring 
that there be a flat fee of $150 per dwelling unit, noting ~ t t e e 

had been· many bours· ·of meet'ings-··irr .evolving same. 

Discussion and clarification followed, including the following 
language recommended by Mr. Anthony Barash (a property owner represen-
tative): Section 223.2.3 (Page 2} 5th line) " .••• and, provided 
u t e~ that if any land located in the subdivision within which 
such dwelling unit shall be located shall have been dedicated to the 
City pursuant-Lo Article ~ Chapter 1, Division 7 of this Code, or 
any fees shall have been paid to the City in lieu thereof, or a 
combination of both, or any open space within such subdivision shall 
have been privately dedicated for park and recreation purposes, and 
credit shall have been allowed therefor, pursuant to Article 6, 
Chapter 1, Division 7 of this Code, then an amount equal to such 
fees, the fair market value of such land so dedicated to the City, 
or the combination of both, or an amount equal to the credit allowed 
for such privately dedicated open space, shall be credited against 
the amount of any taxes imposed by this section 223.2.3." This 
language met with the approval of City Attorney Remelmeyer. with the 
request that it be understood that the word "taxes" includes anything 
paid to the City, be it land or fees. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2256 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TOR.RANCE AMENDING ~  223.2.2 AND 
223.2.3 OF ARTICLE 2, CHAPTER 231 DIVISION 2 
OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO 
PARK AND RECREATION FACILITIES TAX AND 

DECLARING THE PRESENCE OF AN 
EMERGENCY. 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Emergency Ordinance 
No. 2256, as·· above corrected, at its· first· and only reading. Seconded by 
Councilman Sciarretta, and carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Brewster, Johnson, Sciarretta, Uerkwitz, 
Wilson, and Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCIL!vf...EN: None. 
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEN: Surber (does not completely understand). 

* * * * 

At 11:40 P.M. Councilman Sciarretta moved to1recess for an 
Executive Session. The motion was seconded by Councilman Brewster, 
and approval was unanimous. 

The Council returned at 12:20 A.M. to formally adjourn. 

* * 

Ava Cripe 19. 
Minute Secretary 
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~~ 
Mayor of the City of Torrance 

~ o  W. Coil, City Clerk 
of the City of Torrance 


