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MINUTES OF AN ADJOUR.L'iED REGtJLAR 
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

April 13, 1971 

The Torrance City Council convened in an Adjourned Regular 
Meeting on Tuesday, April 13, 1971, at 6:30 P.M._in the Council 
Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 • ROLL CALL: 

Present were Councilmen Brewsters Johnson, Sciarretta, Surber, 
Uerkwitz, Wilson, and Mayor Miller. Absent: None. 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro, Assistant City 
Scharfman,-City Attorney Remelmeyer, and City Clerk Coil. 
City Treasurer Rupert. 

Taken, at this time: 

4. INVOCATION: 

Manager 
Absent: 

Reverend William J. Roleder, First Lutheran Church, gave the 
invocation for the meeting. 

* *  * * 

At 6:35 P.M. Councilman Uerkwitz moved to recess into Executive 
Session for the purpose of giving instructions re: wage negotiations 
to management. The motion was seconded by Councilman i son~ approval 
was unanimous. 

The Council returned at 7:10 P.M. to resume its agenda. 

* * * * 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

At the request of Mayor Miller, Troop #849, Girl Scout Cadettes, 
led in the salute to the flag. 

STAi.~DARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINlITES: 

Councilman Sciarretta moved that the minutes of the regular 
meeting of March 30, 1971 be approved as recorded. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Surber, ar.d roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

6. APPROVAL OF DEMA:."\'DS: 

Councilman Johnson moved that all properly audited demands be 
paid. His motion, seconded by Councilman Wilson, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote. 
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7. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved that after the Clerk has given a 
number and read title to any resolution or ordinance on tonight's 
agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, reserving and guaran-
teeing to each Councilman the right to demand the reading of any 
such resolution or ordinance in regular order. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Brewster, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorableo 

8. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

Legislative Liaison Conunittee: 

Councilman Sciarretta su i~te  the following report: 

"The Legislative Liaison Conunittee met on April 12th to discuss 
several legislative proposals of concern to the City of Torrance. 
The Conunittee unanimoJsly agreed to establish positions on each of 
these proposalso 

"The first was Assembly Bill Noo 11 which deals with the makeup 
of Statewide Water Quality Control Boardso The Conunittee feels that 
we shall take no position on this bill because it does not directly 
affect our operations. 

"The second was Assembly Bill No. 52 dealing with street 
widening which required local government to pay for any dedications 
that were given as a result of conditional use permits or zoning 
variances, We were informed that the author, Assemblyman Thomas, 
placed the bill off calendar so no action was required. 

"The third was A,Bo 544 which we discussed earliero This bill 
deals with extending the s~ es tax to gasoline products and provides 
money to subsidize transportation systemso As you recall this City 
Council endorsed this bill with s~ este  amendments at an early 
date. Tr..e ~t or has amended the bill in compliance with our 
request, and we now wholeheartedly endorse the proposal. A.B. 544 
is being heard in Sacramento o~ April 19th and it is the reconunenda-
tion of the Legislative Liaison Ccmmittee that at least one member 
of the Co~n i  Transportation Conunittee accompany Tom Rupert to 
Sacramento for the hearing, 

"The -fourth bill discussed was S.B. 333 which deals with 
compulsory and binding arbitration. We have tentatively taken the 
position of following the League gaidelines in general disagreement 
with the proposal. We have also scheduled a meeting with representa-
tives of the Chamber of Commerce en April 16thc We will come back to 
you at a later date with a formal reconunendationc 

"The last bill discussed was S.B. 489 dealing with the zoning 
and use permits. Even though the provisions of this bill do not apply 
to charter cities, the Cornrnittee has taken the position of generally 
opposing the concepts contained in the billc These concepts would 
prohibit a city from conditioning the issuance of a use permit or a 
zone variance and Planning Ditector Shartle has stated that, if adopted, 
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these conditions ~ u  severely limit the use of the variance and 
conditional use perwit in the city tc obtain necessary public 
facilities in connection with development of property and we, 
therefore, oppose any erosion of local jurisdiction. 

"Due to the unanimous positic:1 of the Council Legislative 
Liaison Corrunittee and the short time to hearing on some of these 
bills1 Councilman Sciarretta MOVED THAT THIS COUNCIL ADOPT THIS 
REPORT AS THE OFFICIAL POSITION OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE." 

Councilman Sciarrotta's motion was seconded by Councilman 
Brewster; there were no objections! and it was so ordered. 

Further action was taken in a MOTION by Councilman Uerkwitz: 
That Councilman SurberJ chairman of the Council Transportation 
Committee, accompany Mro Rupert to Sacramento on April 19th re: 
A.B. 544. The motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson1 and 
approval was unanimouso 

Transoortation Committee: 
May 6th at S:OO P.M. in the Council Chambers to continue dis-

cussions relative to Airport leases and fixed base operations. 

PRESENTATIONS: 

9. AWARD OF TILE PLAQlJE congratulating the North Torrance High 
School Girls' Drill Team on winning the 1970 Camarillo Band 
Festival Sweepstakes. 

Councilman Wilson, on behalf of the Council, made the subject 
presentation to Miss Tricia Anderson of North High, with appropriate 
congratulations. 

10. AWAFD OF TILE PLAQUE 'congratulating the North Torrance High 
School Varsity Basketball Team on winning the 1970 Beverly 
Hills Annual Invitational Tournament. 

Recognition of this team's ~ ie e ents was given by Mayor 
Miller, on e~  of the Council1 with grateful acceptance by 
Coach Ireland. 

PROCLAMATIONS: 

11. "Public Schools Week". 

12. "Fair Housing Week" -April 19-25, 1971. 

So proclaimed by Mayor Miller. 

HEARINGS - OTHER T i ~ PLANNING &"'JD O~i IN : 

13. WEED .. ATEME ~iT P:ROGRJ. ... .M. 

Mayor Miller announced that this is the time and place for the 
hearing on the Resolution of Intention declaring parcels described in 
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said Resolution to be a public nuisance, and providing for the 
abatement thereof, and inquired if there were any exceptions. 
City Engineer Weaver noted that some minor exceptions have been 
received and are presently being investigated: there are no major 
protests of record. 

City Clerk Coil then presented the Affidavit of Posting and 
Affidavit of Mailing --Councilman Uerkwitz moved that they be 
received and filed: his motion, seconded by Councilman Wilson, was 
unanimously approved. 

There being no one present who wished to be heard, Councilman 
Sciarretta moved that the hearing be closed. His motion was seconded 
by Councilman Brewster, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

At the request of Mayor Miller, City Clerk Coil assigned a number 
and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 71-86 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND INSTRuCT-
ING THE CONTRACTOR TO ABATE THE NUISANCE 
LOCATED ON OR IN FRONT OF PROPERTIES IN 
THE CITY OF TO.RRA..~CE AS DESCRIBED IN 

RESOLUTION NO. 71-78. 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 71-86. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Brewster, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

*  * * *  * 

In view of the large 'audience present on the following matter, 
it was considered at this time, out of order: 

TRAFFIC AND LI TI~ : 

19. Re o .~en tion relative to appeal for additional Traffic Control 
Devices on Entradero Avenue from Del Amo Boulevard to 190th Street. 

Mayor Miller invited the interested parties to speak . 

. Mr. Alex Boris, 19320 Entradero Avenue,reviewed the Traffic 
Commission study of this matter and their recommendations pertaining 
thereto, particularly as it relates to the establishment of barricades 
and the resultant consternation among the residents. In Mr. Boris' 
opinion, the residents on Entradero have the right to have some sort 
of controls on the street. Various items of departmental recommendations 
were noted by Mr. Boris, it being his opinion that some sort of control 
is imperative. 

Next to speak was Mr. William Johnson, 19809 Entradero, who 
presented a petition bearing some 234 signatures in favor of not having 
a barricade, it being felt that barricades will cause an undue and 
unwarranted traffic problem in adjacent areas in that traffic will be 
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rerouted because of this installation. It is their recommendation 
that either further study be put fcrth by the Traffic and Lighting 
Department or consideration be given to their suggestions relative 
to signalling: etc. 

It was further noted by Mr. Johnson that the petition in support c.' 

of the barricades contains only 95 signatures. The likely effect of 
the traffic flow, should such barricades be installed, was then 
described by Mr. Johnson; it is his recommendation that the Council 
approve the Traffic and Lighting Department recommendations, rather 
than those of the Traffic Commission. 

Mr. Andy Polestrinir a 10-year Torrance resident, stated that 
he has observed the traffic problems in the subJect area, and suggested 
that there be a two week trial period for right-hand turns as well as 
left-hand turns. 

Mrs. Charles Gessler, 19401 Sturges Drive, expressed the concern 
of the residents on St:rges Drive regarding the proposed barricade 
even for "C.vo week.s and the safety hazard presented to the children 
should they travel o~T Sturges Drive with the speed new evident on 
Entradero. In her opinion, the Traffic and Lighting Department can 
come up with something better than this·. 

Speaking at this time was Mr. Paul Strout (?), 19256 Hinsdale, 
objected to the Entradero barricade because o~ the school children 
and the further fact that Hinsdale is not capable of carrying much 
more traffic. 

Another resident at 19320 Hinsdale, Mrs. Mary Ann Sutton voiced 
her objections to the barricade as well. 

No one else wished to s e ~ on this matter and Mayor Miller 
invited com..T"(1.ents from the Cm.:ncil. 

Councilman Brewster stated that he is of the firm belief that 
a major part of the problem is caused by the difficulties at certain 
major intersections surrounding this residential tract --including 
Del Amo and Anza and Del Amo and Hawthorne, but also including 190th 
turning northward into Meyer Lane in Redondo Beach and at Anza and 
190th, plus Ingle·:,.;cod Avenue and 190th. It was .M.r. Brew·ster' s 
recommendation that, as a part cf this package, there be improvement 
of the turning reovements along 190th as weJl as Vel Amo, recognizing 
the jurisdiction of the City of Redondo Beach in certain areas. 
It was noted by Traffic Engineering Associate Glass that the signals 
on 190th are under the jurisdiction of Redondo Beach, Torrance shares 
in the signalization insofar as any modernization or new installations 
are concerned. There ~i s re1.riew of the r.eed for some kind of irrunediate 
relief relative to left hand turns along 190th Street; it was re~ este  

that Mr. Glass report back on this matter. 

The need for action regarding the problem n m.; befe>re the Council 
was noted by Councilma!! Uerkwitz who commented tha-c: anything other: than 
the most temporary of barricades would cause utte r confusion, plus the 
fact that nothing would be solved. Councilman Uerkwitz thereupon 
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MOVED to concur with the Traffic Engineer's recommendations, providing 
that the two week period of the temporary barricade, after the signal

1 

is installed, presents no problems. The motion was seconded by ' 

Councilman Sciarretta with the comment that it is his opinion that 
the Traffic and Lighting Department recommendation appears to be more 
in line with what is needed. 

The simple fact, according to Mayor Miller1 is that Entradero 
is a through street from 190th to Del Amo --a condition which has 
existed since the tract was built and a naturally travelled thorough-
fare. To barricade the street would not decrease the number of cars 

going north and so~t , it would simply reroute them and the problem 
would continue to e ist~ 

Roll call vote on Coancilman Uerkwitz' motion was unanimously 
favorable. 

MOTION: Councilman Brewster moved to instruct the Traffic 
Department to proceed with discussions with the City of Redondo 
Beach to see if the 190th Street problems can be worked out. 

The motion was seconded by Councilman Johnsone and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorableo 

HEARINGS - P~ NIN  AND ZONING: 

14. VARIANCE 71-5, STA~DARD OIL COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA. 
Request for a Variance to allow the construction of a service 
station canopy, a 5-foct roof overhand and a pole sign in the 
P-1 zone on property o ~e  at the northwest corner of 
Crenshaw ~ e r  and Marciopa Street. 
RECO~ IENDED FOR DENIAL BY THE PLANNING CO.M..~ISSION. 

Affidavit of P"'-lnlicat:ion prese:r:ted by.City Clerk Coil, 
Mayor Miller annc-.;.nced that this is the time and place for the 

public hearing on Variar.ce 71-5. 

Mr. Dd}7le Wolfgang, 2546 Maricopa; stated that he had circulated 
a petition indicating the feelinq of the residents that a gas station 
would not improve their property at all; further, they are presently 
subjected to considerable truck and car traffic at the present time 
because of the industrial area to the nort ~ 

Next to s e ~ was Mr. Bill Rose, 2505 Lesserman, who stated 
his opinion that the 50 ft. setback on Maricopa is a very good thing 
for the neighbors in this area. 

Mr. Lacy Pace, 25C4 Maricopa0 voiced his objections to a 
service station at this locaticn in view of the present heavy traffic 
which is virtually unbearable. 

There being no one else who wished to be heard, Councilman 
Sciarrotta moved that the hearing be closed. His motion was seconded 
by Councilman Brewster, and roll call vcte was unanimously favorable. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarretta moved to concur with the 
recornrnendation of the Planning Commission for DENIAL of V 71-5. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Wilsor •. 
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It was the conunent of Councilman Brewster that if there is a 
hardship in this case, it has been caused by ~ e proponent himself 
in the selection of the use to ·which he wants to put the land "'."'-
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it has been proven all alcng Maricopa that there are ample uses to 
which this land can be put ·,.-hich creates no hardship nor any :problems. 

It was further felt by Councilman Brewster that the proponent may, if 
so desired, move .. the development to the north and keep it out of the 
P-1 zone, but this cannot be done because of his own choice of desiring 
a restaurant there, thus crowding the area with both a restaurant and 
a service station. 

Concurrence with preceding speakers as to the n~sent unbearable 
traffic was expressed by Ccuncilman Surber --the proposed development 
will do nothing to enhance the traf r'ic conditions:, and the land should 

. ~ 

be used for in ustr ~ with strict in~en n e of the 50 ft& setback. 

Roll call vote en Councilman Sciarrctta's motion was unanimously 
favorable, yes being for deniala 

15. ZONE C .. ..~ E 71-5. HUGE L. DC~N AND ~LA ~I . 

Change cf zone from A-1 to R-2 or R-3 on property located at the 
southerly side of Ne t ~ Street: ~ester  of Madison Street. 
RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL BY PLA:.~NI  CO!-U"lISSION TO R-3 PRECISE 

PLAN. 
Affidavit of Pi.lblicatior. presem::Ed by City Clerk Coil. 
Mayor Miller n~oun e  that this is the time and place for the 

subject public hearing" 

City Clerk Coil indicated that two letters of approval had been 
received. 

Mr. Rebert Ellsworth: 24611 .Ma5iscn Street, preser.ted a petition 
signed by pecple ir. ~ e area indicatir.g their feeling that m..iltiple 
unit ni~  wculd be detrimental to the Walteria area in that this area 
is predominantly single family onstr~ ti n --further, in light of the 
increasing aensity· in surr ~n i~  areas; and the attendant problems, 
it is felt that every effcrt s o~  be made to limit multiple unit 
construction. 

Clarification regardir.g "Short Street" was requested by 
Mr. Ellswerth --Planning Director Shartle reported his understanding 
that there presently is access in that there is an easement or access 
way from Madison to the rear of the s..iliject property; one of the 
considerations of the Planning C~:rrur,.::..ssi n was that this be utilized 
in the development cf the ro ert..~  ~ 

The co-o'.vner of the s".lbject property, Mr" E'..!gh D~..inn , 3618 Ne,Nton 
Street, spoke at this time pointing o~t that the zcning map indicates 
that there are three pieces of i>.-1 prcperty left in the area e Mr. Dunn 
added that their property is si rr ~n e  by R-2 and R-3 developments, 
with very few B.-ls. It was the f-'1r th er co:m:."llent cf .Mr. D"Jnn that they 
have no intention of de'1elcpiEg the property themselves; the R-3 zoning 
is desired in order that they may sell the property. 
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Mrs. John Davis, 2936 Winlock Road, indicated her opposition to 
the proposed zoning to R-3 for the reason that it would create a 
traffic hazard which would affect the schools; further, most of 
Walteria is single-family residences. It was the recommendation of 
Mrs. Davis, in the subject case, recognizing the problems presented 
by this land, that the Council hold to the Precise Plan requirement 
and the suggestions of the Planning Department. 

There being no one else who wished to be heard, Councilman 
Sciarrotta moved that the hearing be closed. His motion was seconded 
by Councilman Wilson; there were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarrotta moved to concur with the recom-
mendation of the Planning Commission as well as the Planning Department 
recommendations. His motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

16. ZONE C A:..~ E 71-3. DON WILSON BVILDERS 
Change of zone from R-3 to R-3PD on property located at the 
southerly side of 235th Street, westerly of Crenshaw 
Boulevard. 
RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION. 
Affidavit of Publicaticn presented by City Clerk Coil. 
Mayor Miller announced that this is the time and place 

subject hearing, and inquired if anyone wished to be heard. 
was no response. 

for the 
There 

Councilman Sciarretta moved that the hearing be closed. His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and there were no objections. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarrotta moved to concur with the recom-
mendation ?f the Planning Corn issio~ for approval of a change of zone 
from R-3 to R-3 PD on case ~C 71-3. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS! 

17. TENTATIVE ~PACT ~O . 29755, DON WILSON BUILDERS. 
Request for approval of a tentative tract map on property 
located on the south side of 235th Street, westerly of 
Crenshaw Boulevard. 
RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS BY THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION. 

~ ~~ 

MOTION: Councilman Johnson moved to concur with the reccmmendation 
of the Planning Commission for approval of Tentative Tract No. 29755, 
subject to conditionso His motion was seconded by Councilman Uerkwitz, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

* * * * * 

The hour being 8:20 P.M. a 10-minute recess was ordered by 
Mayor Miller. 

* * * 
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18. RESOLUTION re: V 70-16. 

RESOLUTION NO. 71-87 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRA.L'WE APPROVING A VARIANCE 
FROM THE PROVISIONS OF DIVISION 9, 
CHAPTER l, ARTICLE 7, OF THE TORR ..~CE 

MUNICIPAL CODE: AS APPLIED FOR BY 
KE:r:..""NETH H. STOREY IN PLANNING COMMISSION 

CASE NO. V 70-16. 

Cr ?>"'' 
··"; ~ 
~  u 

Councilman Johnson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 71-87. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

19. TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES -ENTRADERO AVENUE. 

Heara earlier in the meeting. 

FISCAL MATTERS: 

20. TRAVEL POLICY A .~D AUTHORIZATION FOR DEPARTMENT HEADS. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY M ~A ER: 

That Council ~n re se the maximum travel allowances as follows: 
a. National Conferences $625 
b. League of California Cities $275 
c. In e en e~t Cities $275 
d. Other conferences in the 

State prcporticnately 

MOTION: Councilman Jchnson moved to concur with the above recom-
mendation of the City Manager. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Wilson, and carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: re ~ter, Johnson, Sciarretta, Uerkwitz, 
Wilson, and Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Surber, (to be consistent with 
previous voting re: travel expenses) . 

21.A. ORDIN .~CE providir.g for the payment of License Taxes on Oil Wells. 
B. ORDINANCE imposing a tax on producing or severing oil or gas from 

the earth, and establishing provisions for the administra-
tion of said taxo 

ORDT A.~CE NO. 2202 

A...T\f ORDU:P....:.'\CE OF TF...E CITY CClTNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TO: N~CE M..E~ PI  THE PROVISimJS OF SECTION 
97. 2. 5 ~~  SECT IO.:~ 33 .13 .1 OF THE TORP.&,;cE 

MUNICIP.?.L CODE PROVIDING FOR THE PA ME~ i T OF 

LICENSE TAXES O~ OIL WELLS. 

Councilman Sciarretta moved for the approval of Ordinance No. 
2202 at its first reading. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Johnson. 
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Prior to roll call vote on the motion, Mayor Miller invited 
those present on this matter to speak at this time. 

Mr. James T. Mccutcheon, representing Western Oil and Gas 
Association, 609 South Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, and a large 
segment of the production in the City cf Torrance as well as most 
of the allied oil business such as refining and marketing, referred 
to the substantial material submitted in this matter by all interested 
parties on both sides of the issue. Mr. Mccutcheon then referred to 
the_ past history of City business license taxes dealing with oil 
production, and indicated their strong objections to the severance 
tax, the high per well ee ~ etc. and to being treated differently 
than other taxpayers, and the need for some type of compromise. 

The experiences of oil operators in ether cities were noted 
by Mr. Mccutcheon with successfal compromises resulting in Seal Beach 
and Signal Hill --Mr. McCutchecn then urged that the Council bear 
in mind the idea of fair play between taxpayers; he deemed it clear 
discrimination when other husinesses pay much less than is proposed 
in this case --otherwise the City of Torrance \..rill impose one of 
the highest taxes per barrel in the State. 

Past history, and the obvious lack of cooperation on the part 
of certain cil operators, was recalled as well by Mayor Miller, along 
with the fact that at the present time feeble landscaping attempts 
are virtually unnoticed because of the weeds --the six or seven 
years involved in the unfolding of this situation appears to be 
coming back at this meeting; the many problems have established the 
tenor with the City, the residents, and all who have concerned 
themselves with this matter. 

At the request of Councilman Sciarrotta, Finance Director Dundore 
reported comparison figures between oil wells ~  conunercial enterprises 
as to business licenses, with the added ccmment that there are certain 
advantages to having a commercial cperation and retail stores in a 
community such as sales tax, employment, compatibility, and service 
to the community, none of which results with an oil well; hence, in 
Mr. Dundore's opinion, such comparison is not a fair comparison. 

Mr. M Cut eo~ rsspcnded with the comment that a business license 
tax is a business license tax whether it is for a realtor, a doctor, 
a lawyer, or an oil well operator with 1 well or 10 --there should 
be some measure of equity in the arrangement. Mr. Mccutcheon further 
pointed ou~ that members of the Western Oil and Gas Association have 
led in the clean-up program in Torrance, and they have ever been urged 
to do their utmost in oo er ti~  with the City; it would now seem 
that they are now being penalized alcng with people who perhaps have 
not had the means or incentive to do their share. 

In conclusion, it was the comment of Mr. Mccutcheon that he cannot 
see the need for the type and rate of tax proposed, and it would seem 
that what happened six to ten years ago(not necessarily oriented to the 
oil industry) was something regretted by every business and industry 
which engaged in these old practices; to use taxation as a lever, 
Mr. Mccutcheon continued, is based on what happened years ago-and 
represents punishment by way of a discriminatory tax. 
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This was deemed an erroneous assumption by .Mayor Miller who 
reiterated that avenues of is ~ssi n were closed through this period 
of time in efforts to arrive at the decision presently reached. 

City Attorney Remelmeyer noted that the foregoing discussion 
would indicate that the proposed tax is punitive --however, the 
Council Committee made it quite clear that this is a reveilue 
measure and not a ~niti e measure. 

Councilman Jchnson recalled experiences in Sacramento involving 
oil representatives and their abrupt depart"J.re from a meeting there 
--this is disturbing in view of ccrrments that there should be an 
exchange of ideas, a working together, cooperation, etc. --and it is 
apparent that all the oil industry does not feel there is a need to 
talk to people.. Mr. Johnson aaded that there are those in Torrance 
who have made sincere efforts in this regard ---Mr. George Peckham" 
Del Amo Center~ to name two --b·..it there are those wf:o have not, and 
it cannot be denied that the City has earnestly tried to resolve 
this matter. In conclusion, CoJncilrnan Johnson commented that there 
is a desperate need for the revenue1 and the oil operations have not 
paid their way over the years; the Committee has seriously debated 
this question and its recoITmendations, representing compromise, are 
fair. 

It was the comment of Councilman Uerkwitz that the frequent 
re-ference to "p·.:mitive measures" inevitably looms up when this matter 
is being discussed, and wo'J.ld appear be an effort to garner sympathy 
for the courts --Mr. Uerkwitz would like to make it quite clear 
that this is an ncnest t~e t to raise revenue, a need which can be 
confirmed at fo=thcoming budget sessions. 

Mr. George Kurtz stated that fellowing the many meetings on this 
matter, including the present session, he is more than ever convinced, 
contrary to the above statements. that this is a punitive measure. 
Mr. Kurtz thereupon reviewed the history of this matter, starting with 
the classic case of McC:::llough vs. Maryland in 1819 which stated very 
clearly the theory of government that the "power to tax is the power 
to destroy'' which is still good Constitutional law; this case stated 
as well that constituents should be taxed eq-.ially. Mr. Kurtz then 
stated that the subject measure is a taxation measure to destroy; it 
is not an equal and fair taxation; it is discriminatory to constituents 
in the oil busir.esso 

The ordinances imposed since 1968 were then noted by Mr. Kurtz; 
such. ordinances relating only to the oil industry, \•Tith no other industry 
in Torrance receiving such attention --it started with fencing and 
landscaping ordinances, followec by tank location ordinances, annual 
operating permits, fire foam protection devices (r.oting that the oil 
operators contributed a $3000 piece of equipment to the City, without 
ever receiving public thanks for such a contributicn. Mayor Miller 
acknowledged this, stating that tl--,e absence of public thanks was an 
oversight.) 

Continuing, Mr. ¥.J.J."tz out i~e  the efforts to cooperate, which 
have gone unnoticed, and the few recalcitrant oil operators have been 
made the public example rather than what has been accomplished. There 
is a history of harassment and the imposition of ordinances, Mr. Kurtz 
continued, and there is r.o other industry L: the City 'd..11ich has beeri 
under the fire as l:a..s the oil ind'...istry. 
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Councilman Johnson took exception to these remarks, pointing 
out the dire need for each of the ordinances, and the fact that the 
record would support this. 

Mr. Kurtz then specifically referred to the tank inspection 
ordinance and stated that it was unnecessary in that there has not 
been a problem with defective tanks; the fire o i~ protection device 
was unnecessary in that there has never been a major fire catastrophe 
in this area. 

It was pointed out by Councilman Johnson that the subject ordinance 
were enacted because something had to be done --these things were not 
being done as an industry1 and the ordinances were put in to cause the 
industry to do so; had there not been the need, they would not have 
been enacted. 

Continuing, Mro Kurtz referred to the matter of aesthetics --
the Council has learned that it cannot zone aesthetics so it has gone 
another way. Mr. Kurtz then noted the fees imposed en other businesses 
which might be considered unaesthetic --an auto wrecking yard, $144; 
pawn s o ~ $78; pool hall1 $78; second-hand auto parts, junk yard, $144; 
a dump, $144; mining operation, $144; a massage parlor1 $40. 

In conclusion, Mr. Kurtz recommended that the Council examine its 
own records created for the oil industry· it-can be seen that what is 
proposed at this time is just another e ~ e of the sort of thing 
that will not get a resolution of those matters in which the Council 
is interested --should the oil industry be forced to end up in court 
action, and long litigation, a situation will be created which will 
be worse for the community, not better. The oil operators have 
cooperated, according to Mr. Kurtz, and it is their request that 
they be permitted to live in an atmosphere where they can continue to 
cooperate. 

Councilman Johnson posed a question to Mr. Kurtz: does he feel 
the ordinances pertaining to beautification and safety are necessary 
or unnecessary? Mro Kurtz responded that of all the ordinances passed, 
the only one that is absolutely required was the fencing ordinance; 
the safety ordinances are certainly fair --but where it has been 
required to remove tanks, to relocate tanks, to prcvide protective 
devices which were unnecessary because no hazard existed, where zones 
have been changed, where it has become impossible to survive without 
frequent inspections, those ordinances were u~ne ess r , and did not 
improve the situation but only made it tougher to survive. 

Next to speak was Mr. Harry Gorman, 21535 Hawthorne Boulevard, 
representing Petroleum Lakes Glazer, who stated that they obviously 
are opposed to both the barrel tax and the high license fees --the 
license fee in their case will be increased from $36.00 to $250.00. 
Mr. Gorman then noted the fact that this is to represent some of the 
revenue for next year's budget, and recommended'that if more than 50% 
of the additional revenue to be attained is going for employees 
salaries, all -the Council, the Mayor, Staff, and the voters -
should take a real good look at the budget. 
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Councilman re,~ ster comn-.ented on the fact that three weeks 
ago, and again at this meeting, the representatives of the oil 
industry have been heard with their complaints about the proposed 
revenue measures, and indicated resistance and accused the Council 
of being unreasonable --in the intervening three weeks, and at 
their request for compromise_. the City has compromised more than 

~  at this point; yet the oil representatives still complain 
and still resist and still accuse the Council of being unreasonable 
and offer no positive alternatives --not one has indicated what 
they feel would be fair and equitable. 

Mr. Kurtz replied to C ~n i n Brewster's comments stating 
that their material has pointed out that anything the Council 
charges over what is already being paid is going to create an 
economic problem for them; any increase at all is going to drive 
them out of business. 

Roll call vote on Councilman Sciarrotta's motion to approve 
Ordinance No. 2202 "·'3.S .n ni o~s  favorable. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2201 

k'il" ORDINA....'!\JCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRA..~CE ADDING CF.APTER 28 TO DIVISION 2 
OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO 
THE IMPOSITION OF A TAX ON PRODUCING OR 
SEVERING OIL OR GAS FROM THE EARTH IN SAID 
CITY; A.._'ij"D ESTABLISHING PROVISIONS FOR THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF SAID TAX. 

~  

Councilman Sciarrotta moved for the approval of Ordinance No. 2201 
at its first reading. His motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

It was the comment of Councilman Brewster that the point has 
been made that removal of oil from the ground is, in a sense, removal 
of a natural resource and depletion of such n t~r  resource to the 
community --in the same sense, so is mining, and it might be worthwhile 
to consider a severance tax for an operation like the sand and gravel 
one. City Attorney Remelmeyer advised that he will investigate this 
possibility. 

* *  * * 

At 9:30 P.M. Councilman Sciarretta moved to recess as City 
Council and reconvene as the Redevelopment Agency. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. A 5-minute recess followed at 9:31 P.M. 

* * 
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ELECTION MATTERS: 

22. SPECIAL BOND ELECTION -$18,825,000 PARK AND RECREATION 
LAND AND FACILITIES. 
RESOLUTION authorizing the Mayor on behalf of the City Council 
to file a written argument for a City Measure. 

It was the recommendation of Councilman Uerkwitz that the Bond 
Issue Steering Committee sponsor the argument, in view of their 
substantial work in this matter. There was general concurrence by 
the Council. 

Mrs. Katy Geissert, at Councilman Brewster's question as to 
who might sign the argument: advised that this has been given much 
consideration, further advising that endorsement of the bond has 
been forthcoming from the Torrance Police Officers Associationj along 
with other organizations who might be logical cc-sponsors of the 
argument; they would prefer to wait before indicating names at this 
time. 

It was pointed out by City Attorney Remelmeyer that, from a 
legal standpoint, the Council has only one option --either to pass 
the subject resolution whereby the Council sponsors the argument, 
or fail to sponsor the argument and relinquish its rights; the 
statutes take over from there with the provision that the second 
choice is given to the individual voter or bona fide association 
of citizens who are bona fide sponsors of the measure, which is 
left to City Clerk Ceil's determination. It was indicated that the 
Bond Issue Steering Committee would be the logical choice. The 
following action resulted: 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved that the Council waive the 
right of writing the ballot argument. The.motion was seconded by 
Councilman Sciarretta, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

It was further stated by Councilman Wilson that in order to 
give the public the assurance that the full Council is supporting 
the measure, as they have unanimously voted for the bond proposal, 
he would MOVE to re ~est that the City Attorney draft a resolution 
to the effect that the full City Council is in support of the Bond 
Issue. The motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

23. Statement regarding Tax Rate required to be mailed to each 
voter with sample ballot, for Council approval< 

Revisions to reflect the wording "tax rate increment" was 
recommended by Councilman Brewster. City Attorney Remelmey.er 
clarified that the wording herein is that required by the Bond 
Issue Act of the State Legislature, from which there should not be 
any deviation. 

Councilman Brewster then referred to Page 2 of the subject 
statement and recommended addition of the following: "The attention 
of the voters is further directed to the fact that the above legally 
required statement is made only in reference to tax rate increments 
which may be required to retire the bond principal and to pay the 
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interest and other charges thereon --other cost implications and 
revenue measures associated with the program.ming, operational. and 
maintenance aspects of the improvements developed with said bond 
funds are not included in the above estimates." Mr. Brewster stated 
that he considers the foregoing a full disclosure kind of statement. 
City Attorney Remelmeyer stated that this likely would be legal; 
it would, however, have to be double-checked with the bond counsel. 

At Mayor Miller's question, Mr. Remelmeyer advised that adoption 
of the statement in its present form would be preferred. 

MOTION: Mayor Miller moved to adopt the Tax Rate Statement in 
its present form. The motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson. 

Discussion returned to CouncilBan Brewster's recommended 
statement; City Attorney Rernelmeyer recommended that the statement 
be adopted in its present form, then he will ret~rn next week with 
a modified statement incorporating Mro Brewster's language for 
consideration by the Council, time permitting. 

It was the comment of Co~n i n Wilson that the Bond Issue 
Steering Committee has set up a schedule establishing their campaign 
for selling the issue --in his opinion, the more the Council argues 
among itself the controversy becomes a tempest in a tea pct and will 
se_rve,.to reduce the chances of passing the bond proposal --further, 
there undoubtedly will be arguments which will set forth all the 
costs as to the retirement of the bond, maintenancei etc. and there 
is no need for concern in this regard. 

Agreement with Councilman Brewster was ~ resse  by Councilman 
Surber --attention should be directed to the fact that the people are 
completely informed as to the potential cost. Mr. Surber would agree 
that the present statement be passed, but that, if possible, Councilman 
Brewster's statement be added and returned to the Council next week; 
it is not a case of being for or against the bond issue, but a case 
of informing the voters" 

Councilman Sciarretta commented that a campaign will be conducted 
and the average voter will have opportunities to hear many speeches 
where many questions will have to be answered. 

Speaking at this time, Mr. Ren Littlefair stated that the Bond 
Issue Steering Conu~ittee  having gone over the Statement of Compliance 
of the Election Code, would have no objection to adding the statement 
recommended by Councilman Brewster --it is felt, however, that most 
people are aware that new facilities bring maintenance costso 
Mr. Littlefair added that s e i~  engagements are underway with full 
disclosure to the peopleo 

Discussion continued, with Councilman Brewster reiterating his 
previously expressed concern in this matter. City Attorney Remelrneyer 
again recommended passage of the statement in its rese~t form and 
directing him to return with the bond counsel's recorrunendation re: 
Councilman Brewster's statement. 
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Mayor Miller's motion to adopt the Tax Rate Statement carried, 
with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Johnson, Sciarretta, Uerkwitz, Wilson, 
and Mayor Miller. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Brewster, Surber. 

It was the comment of Councilman Brewster, at the time of his 
"no" vote, that without reconsideration-he does not care for 
the present wording. 

Councilman Uerkwitz stated that he will move for reconsideration 
next week, if such is possible. 

Considered at this time6 out of order: 

38. WATER COMMISSION/WATER DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATIONS RE: 
Engineering Study and Report. 

Water Commissioners present were introduced, following which 
Water System Manager Borgwat outlined the difference of opinion in 
this consideration, with added remarks by Commissioner Pat Hoguee 

Councilman Brewster pointed out the difficulty faced by the 
Council in making this decision, minus the benefit of any first hand 
exposure to the review process, the proposals, the responses, the 
oral examination --it would seem to him that the entire matter should 
be referred to the City Manager for the necessary determination. 
There was general concurrence by the Council. 

MOTION: Councilman re s~er moved to refer this matter to the 
City Manager to make a decision, with a report back to Council. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson. 

Specific attention to the outstanding paper written by Water 
Commissioner Waldo Ford regarding the field of geothermal power 
was noted by Councilman Johnson. Councilman Sciarretta added that 
the City is very, very fortunate .in having a man like Mr. Ford on 
the Water Commission; Mr. Ford's report is certainly deserving of 
study and commendation. 

ITEMS NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED: 

:.:. ... 

24. REQUEST FOR CHANGE OF NAME -Civil Defense and Disaster Commission. 

RECOMMENDATION OF COMMISSION: 
That the Civil Defense and Disaster Corn.~ission be permitted to 
change its name to "E!J!..ERGENCY PREPAREDNESS COMMISSION". 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with the above request. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 
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25. REQUEST TO EXPRESS PROTEST regarding Torrance Sponsorship 

of Armed Forces Day Parade submitted by Mrs. Estella Billings. 

Mrs. Estella Billings, 4129 West 178th Street, stated that her 
complaint pertains to the Armed Forces Day Parade --in a City where 
the only newspaper is extremely conservative, where the churches 
suspect people of subversion if their parishioners or clergy express 
opinions favoring fair housing, equal opportunity employment, or 
discussion programs for juveniles, where law enforcement officers 
debate the merits of a .38 vs •. 45 caliber, where the citizens 
support the local police, but with the full knowledge of the Council 
wait until it is too late to support their Police Chief's retirement 
program --it is the duty of the Mayor and the Council to educate 
their constituents --in a City where young people are encouraged 
to involve themselves so long as their greatest concern remains 
disposable milk containers and trash barrels for street corners 
while teachers are eased out of their jobs for allegedly allowing 
dirty words in the classroom. 

Continuing, Mrs. Billings stated· that she considered it the 
Council's duty to educate her generation regarding the horrors of 
war --the way to begin to stop glorifying it is to stop glorifying 
the existence and the manufacturing of the weapons of war. The 
display of these weapons at the annual Armed Forces Day Parade 
serves only to reinforce the glorification of war, according to 
Mrs. Billings. 

43 I 

Mrs. Billings next referred to the fact that citizens repeatedly 
complain to the Council regarding high taxes, and there is courteous 
response to their concern without ever saying "your largest single 
tax bill is your Federal tax and the war in VietNam is the major 
contributor". 

In conclusion, it was the comment of Mrs. Billings that if the 
Council indicates that the Parade is an annual event to show apprecia-
tion to the men in uniform2 it would be her suggestion that these funds 
be taken, along with the subsidy to the Chamber of Commerce, for the 
establishment of a bank account fo! every Torrance GI --that would be 
the perfect way to show appreciation. 

It was stated by Councilman Sciarretta that he is extremely 
proud of our Armed Forces. their past accomplishments affording 
countless opportunities, and deemed this the appropriate time to 
read his poem on "NEGATIVISM": 

"Some people boast of motherhood 
But is it really true, 
Since the pill and the abortion 
Appeal to every Jack and Sue? 
We used to love our apple pie, 
A dish that's been historic, 
But now we turn the other way 
Because it's too caloric. 

"We used to do a good day's work 
And even added some, 
But now we ask for shorter weeks 
And a guaranteed income. 
The man who once worked on the 'beat' 
Was really somecne 'big' , · 
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"But now he shoulders much abuse 
And often called a 'pig'. 
His conduct he must justify 
And it's surely a pity 
That in this grave permissive age 
So many think he's guilty. 

"We talk of what we are against 
But not what we should do; 
Gone are the goals we used to set 
And plan that they come true. 
We spoke of God with reverence, 
Religion was part of us, 
But now the rabid atheist 
Stirs up a lot of fuss. 

"Some verbalize ecology 
With words that sound so mellow, 
But actually what they have in mind 
Are the pollutants of the other fellow. 
We're always fighting City Hall 
And our flights to the moon; 
We seem to feel that all is wrong 
And nothing is in tune. 

"We don't want rapid transit 
And supersonic craft, 
The freeways are a menace 
And officials are tinged with graft. 
We kept all our commitments, 
So says our history, 
But now we are to turn about 
Although it hurts the free. 

"I wonder what we do want? 
Will someone shed some light 
Because this negativism 
Has brought to me much fright." 

Mrs. Billings returned to re it~ figures representing a "cost 
of killing index". 

Mayor Miller stated that he respects Mrs. Billing's right to 
express her feelings, but that he must disagree with her --had that 
philosophy been followed before World War II, would there be a 
country and a flag to protect? In the Mayor's opinion the Armed 
Forces Day Parade in the City of Torrance is worth every penny paid. 

*  * * * 
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26. RESOLUTION re: Declaration and Agreement between Downey 
Savings and Loan Association, Safeway Stores, Inc., 
Thrifty Realty Company, Homeowners Emporium, Inc. and the 
City of Torrance re: building areas, common areas, utility 
easements, side yards and use on southwest corner of 
Pacific Coast Highway and Anza Avenue. 

RESOLUTION NO. 71-88 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK 
TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST THAT CERTAIN DECLARATION 
AND AGREEMENT BETWEEN DOWNING SAVINGS AND LOAN 
ASSOCIATION", SAFEWAY STORES, INC., THRIFTY 
REALTY COMPAt.."'Y, HOMEOWNERS EMPORIUM, INC. AND 
THE CITY OF TORR: NCE~ PROVIDING FOR IMPROVE-
MENTS IN CONJUNCTION WITH PARCEL M.~P NO. 2035. 

,, ~ /'.•1 
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Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 71-88. 
His motion, seconded by Councilman Sciarretta, was unanimously approved 
by roll call vote. 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS: 

27. RESOLUTION supporting the reactivation of the Riviera Hospital 
as a 75 bed acute Psychiatric Hospital. 

RESOLUTION NO. 71-89 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE SUPPORTING THE REACTIVATION OF THE 
RIVIERA HOSPITAL AS A 75 BED ACUTE PSYCHIATRIC 

HOSPITAL. 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 71-89. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Uerkwitz, and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable. 

28. RESOLUTION urging the California Legislature to adopt a tax 
reform program for balanced revenues and essential tax 
relief for the homeowner. 

RESOLUTION NO. 71-90 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CIT':l COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRA. ..~CE URGING THE CALI ORL~IA LEGISLATURE 
TO ADOPT A TAX REFORM PROGRAM FOR BALANCED 
REVE:NUES ~,  ESSENTIAL TAX RELIEF FOR THE 

HOMEOWNER. 

Councilman Johnson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 71-90. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarrotta. 

Prior to roll call vote on the resolution, Councilman Brewster 
expressed his concern that the resolution is not action-oriented, and 
that if too much of this type of thing is done, there may be problems 
of communication regarding substantial meaningful material before 
the Legislature. 

Roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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SECOND READING ORDINANCES: 

29. ORDINANCE NO. 2216. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2216 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING DIVISIDN 9 OF 
THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO RECLASSIFY 
THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY WHICH IS LOCATED 
AT THE NORTH SIDE OF l82ND STREET, APPROXI-
MATELY 105 FEET EAST OF GRAMERCY PLACE, AND 
DESCRIBED IN ZONE CHANGE 70-34. 

(Torrance Planning Commission) 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved for the adoption of Ordinance Noo 2216 
at its second and final reading. His 'motion was seconded by Councilman 
Uerkwitz, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

30. ORDINANCE NO. 2217. 

MOTION: Mayor Miller moved to waive further reading of 
Ordinance No. 2216. His motion was seconded by Councilman Uerkwitz, 
and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

ORDINANCE NO, 2217 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 
CALIFORNIA; ORDERING, CALLING, PROVIDING 
FOR, AND GIVING NOTICE OF A SPECIAL 
ELECTION TO BE HELD IN SAID CITY ON 
JUNE 8, 1971, FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUB-
MITTING TO THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF SAID 
CITY A PROPOSITION TO INCUR BONDED 
INDEBTEDNESS FOR A CERTAIN MUNICIPAL 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 2217 at 
its second and final readingo His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Johnson, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

At the time of his "yes" vote, Councilman Brewster made reference 
to his position in this matter and his correspondence of record. 

NONCONTROVERSIAL ITEMS: 

31. EXPENDITURES OVER $300: 

A. BUDGETED: 

1. $367.50 to South Bay Reloading Service for 10,000 reload 
rounds of .45 caliber anununition as requested by the 
Police Department for use on the pistol range. 
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2. $763.41 to Duro Test Lamp Service for 288 only long 
life (20,000 hour) fluorescent lamps as requested by 
the Traffic & Lighting Department as replacement lamps 
for the City Libraries. 

3. $756.00 to Columbia Ribbon & Carbon Pacific, Inc. for 
20,000 continuous spirit masters to be used by the 
Library Department to produce reference catalogues: 
authors, book titles, etc. Delivered "as requested" 
by the Library Department. 

4. $1041.08 to 3M Corporation for one complete 3M "Sound-
On-Slide-Systems as requested by the Recreation 
Department for use in their various class activities. 

5. $444.49 to Van Lingen Body Shop for the repair of a 
City pickup (Unit #8078) which was involved in an auto 
accident, as requested by the City Garage. 

6. $303.05 to Jones Chemicals, Inc. of Torrance for 800 
gallons of sodium hypochloride(bleach)and 768 lbs. of 
_-muriatic acid, as requested by the Recreation Department 
on "rush basis" in order to maintain the chlorine Ph 
level requirement for the City plunge. 

7. $1019.66 to Garwood -L.A. Truck Equipment Company for 
one only rubbish truck ram panel and various other 
repair parts as requested by the City Garage to repair 
a "downed" packer unito 

8. $1195.33 to Osborne-Kemper-Thomas, Inco for 388 special 
City of Torrance designed decorative tiles and walnut 
bases as requested by the City Clerk's office for use 
as directed by the City Council. 

B. SPECIAL ITEM: 

9. $552.67 to Kater-Crafts, Inc. for rebinding service and 
on 332 books as requested by the City Librarian. 

32. Communication from Torrance Unified School District re: 
expansion of middle school organization plan. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY TRAFFIC ENGINEER: 
That the whole matter of Pedestrian Safety for the new middle 
grade schools be referred to the Traffic Commission for study 
and recommendation. 

33. AWARD OF ANNUAL CONTRACT FOR LIGHT BULBS AND FLUORESCENT TUBES -
L.A. County Cooperative Program. 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINAL'JCE DIRECTOR/PUP-CHASING SUPERVISOR: 
That Council approve of the awarding of a new contract for 
these necessary supplies with an annual expenditure of 
$4000.00 to the Southwestern Lamp Company in conjunction 
with Los Angeles County's contract as a part of the 
"Cooperative Agreement Program" with Los Angeles County. 
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34. AWARD OF CONTRACT -Furnish and install four overhead 
door assemblies -Fire Station #2 -Reference Bid #B71-13. 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DIRECTOR/PURCHASING SUPERVISOR: 
That Council accept the bid submitted by the Overhead Door 
Company of Los Angeles and approve of the awarding of the 
contract to them to do that work in the amount of $3048.00, 
including tax. 

35. NOTICE OF COMPLETION -Installation of Sanitary Sewer west 
of Hawthorne Boulevard north of 238th Street and in Samuel 
Street and 227th Place. 
Job Nos. 70038 and 71108 -B70-58. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
1. That the work be accepted; and 
2. That final payment be made to the contractor, 

Mike Dabovich. 

36. CONSTRUCTION OF S.llliITARY SEWERS IN MEADOW PARK REDEVELOPMENT 
PROJECT AREA {Job #70017) 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER/FINANCE DIRECTOR: 
That $55,000 be appropriated from the Sewer Revolving Fund 
for the installation of sanitary sewers within the Meadow 
Park Redevelopment Project Area. 

37. NOTICE OF COMPLETION -Improvement of 182nd.Street (n/s) from 
590 feet to 821 feet east of Prairie Avenue (Job #71113). 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
1. That the work be accepted; and 
2. That final payment be made to the contractor, 

Nick Vargas. 

38. Water Engineeri n g Study . 

Heard earlier in the meeting. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarretta moved to concur with the recom-
mendations on agenda items #31, 32,  33,  34,  35, 36, and #37. His 
motion was seconded by Mayor Miller, and roll call vote was unani-
mously o~ e. 

ADDENDA ITEMS: 

39. AIRPORT DAYS: 

Airport Manager Egan elaborated on the need for immediate 
negotiations with the World Air Shows organization in order that an 
Air Show will be assured for this event. It was Mr. Egan's request 
that the Council authorize him to issue at this time a letter of 
intent that this will be done in October, noting that there still 
must be negotiations and details are unavailable at this time. 
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It was the request of City Manager Ferraro that the reference 
to "15% of the total gate" be made a negotiable i tern_, in the event 
the Council does approve the letter of intent. 
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The interest of the Torrance Mounted Police in erecting viewing 
stands for their annual rodeo, and the need for such seating at this 
event, was pointed out by Councilman Wilson .. with the suggestion that 
Airport Manager Egan investigate this possibilityo 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with the request 
of the Airport Manager to write the subject letter of intent. The 
motion was seconded by Mayor Miller; there were no objections, and 
it was so ordered. 

Mr. Ray Cherry, 4416 West 434th Street1 described his experiences 
at last year's Air Show, deeming them extremely dismal in that his 
home is right under the flight pattern --it is his reconunendation that 
such Air Shows be discontinued. 

Councilman Surber commented on the findings of the Transportation 
Committee that less noise would result with the Air Show in that it 
remains in the confines of the Airport. It was ~rt er noted by 
Mr. Surber that this is the one time of the year that the Airport is 
opened up to the general pcpulaticn and has been a most successful 
event. 

The Council did not choose to revise the above action taken. 

40. RESOLUTION NO. 71-91 re: Torrance Memorial Hospital. (See below) 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

41. City Engineer Weaver advised that Supervisor Chace will be in 
Torrance on April 19th to open and dedicate Crenshaw Boulevard and 
Skypark Drive. 

42. It was the recommendation of Councilman Johnson that the matter 
of obtaining avigation easements on waiver re i~ests be referred to 
the Council Public Works Conunittee for study and recommendation. 
There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

43. Councilman Surber reported on the problems presented relative 
to the reduced bus ~res for Senior Citizens, limiting it to Torrance 
residents, in that cards were previously issued to Senior Citizens 
outside Torrance. Councilman Surber then MOVED to permit the reduced 
fares to the cardholders, rather than voiding same, for all Senior 
Citizens regardless of residence. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Wilson, and roll call vote was un ni o~s  favorable. 

ADDENDA ITEM: 
40: The need for an apprcpriate resolution for the Torrance Memorial 
Hospital for its May 1st opening was noted by Mayor Miller. Noted by 
City Manager Ferraro was the fact that the hospital is concurrently 
celebrating its 50th Anniversary, along with the City. The following 
action resulted: 
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RESOLUTION NO. 71-91 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE CONGRATULATING THE TOR.RANCE 
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL ON ITS SOTH ANNIVERSARY. 

Councilman Sciarretta moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
71-91. His motion was seconded by Mayor Miller, and approval was 
unanimous. 

~ Councilman Wilson expressed appreciation for the efforts of 
Mr. Dan Walker, with the Chamber of Commerce, in obtaining a large 
billboard from Foster & Kleiser advertising the Town Hall Meeting 
on April 14th, along with 4 triosks in the Del Arno Shopping Center. 
It was the request of Dr. Wilson that letters of appreciation be 
sent these people. 

45. The Annual Awards Dinner of the Torrance Area Youth Band was 
noted by Councilman Wilson with the request that there be a tile plaque 
for its leader, Mr. Jim Davidson, for this occasion.on May 5th. 

46. The past selection of Torrance as "All American City" was recalled 
by Councilman Wilson, as were the many accomplishments in the City in 
1970 --it was Dr. Wilson's request that Staff research this matter 
and that another application be submitted to the National Municipal 
League for the "All American City" award. There were no objections. 

47. Councilman Brewster praised the recent Miss Torrance Pageant, 
and suggested that there be an official "than..1< you" to the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce and to the retiring Miss Torrance, Terri Ferguson, 
along with an introduction of the new Miss Torrance to the Council. 

48. Mr. George Spencer, 2311 Del Amo Boulevard, reported on the 
problems presented by the carbon pile near his home and his fruitless 
efforts with its creator, Great Lakes Carbon Company. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to refer the subject matter 
to the City Manager for study and ·analysis, to be returned in 
approximately three weeks. The motion was seconded by Mayor Miller, 
and there.were no objections. 

49. Mr. Lou Sismondo, 1974 West 235th Place, congratulated the 
Council on the passage of the oil ordinances earlier at this 
meeting --he too deemed them revenue measures which will do wonders 
for the forthcoming budget. 

SO. Officer Phil Joseph referred to Council action _to ~i e . ert inin  

to the request of Lieut. Oates to attend a conference in San Diego. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarretta moved to reconsider this matter. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson, but failed to carry, with 
roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Johnson, Sciarretta, Surber. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Brewster, Uerkwitz, Wilson, and Mayor Miller. 

*  *  *  * 
The meeting was regularly adjourned at 11:30 P.M. 

Ava Cripe 24. 
Minute Secretary 
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