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MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING - TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

June 11, 1970 

The Torrance City Council convened in an Adjourned Regular 
Meeting on Thursday, June 11, 1970, at 4:00 P.M. in the Council 
Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

2 • ROLL CALL : 

Responding to roll call by City Clerk Coil were: councilmen 
Brewster, Johnson, Surber, Uerkwitz, Wilson, and Mayor Miller. 
Absent: Councilman Sciarretta. 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro, Assistant City Manager 
Scharfman, City Clerk coil, Director of Finance Dundore, Assistant 
Director of Finance Rankin, and Budget Officer Ng. 

3. DISPENSATION WITH REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS: 

Councilman Brewster moved to dispense with the regular order 
of business. His motion was seconded by Mayor Miller, and approval 
was unanimous. 

4. BUDGET WORKSHOP SESSION: 

Speaking on behalf of the Manufacturer's Council of the 
Torrance Area chamoer of commerce, Mr. Jack Smith expressed their 
concern regarding the proposed elimination of the utility tax 
exemption -- a hearing before the Council Finance Committee has 
been requested in order to present their case before a final 
decision on the 1970-71 Budget is reached. 

Mr. Smith further stated that they do not desire to intrude 
in the Budget sessions, but they are concerned that their silence 
might be interpreted as tacit consent to the proposed elimination of 
the exemption, nor do they wish to be foreclosed later in the 
Budget Sessions. 

councilman Johnson indicated that a meeting of the Council 
Finance Committee has been tentatively scheduled for Thursday, 
June 18th, at 3:00 P.M. This date will be confirmed and Mr. Smith 
will be notified. 

Department by department review of budget requests resumed. 
It was the suggestion of Mayor .Miller that formal approval of 
departmental requests be_ withheld, so that there may be an overall 
review of the total picture when the presentations are completed; 
there were no objections. 
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Planning and Zoning (Page 69). 

Planning Director Shartle outlined the varied and increased 
duties of the Planning Department. 

Specifically noted was the Noise Meter ($400) required for 
the Environmental Quality Program wnich will be housed by the 
Airport Department. MOTION: Councilman Johnson moved to delete 
the $400 out of the Planning Department budget and transfer it to 
the Airport budget. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Uerkwitz, and there were no objections (Councilman Sciarrotta 
absent). 

Mrs. Vickie Birdsall, representing the League of Women 
Voters, reminded the Council of their long standing concern for 
the development of a long range comprehensive plan for the City 
of Torrance -- the General Plan budget item should certainly be 
left in if this desired Plan is to materialize. 

Building Maintenance (Page 75). 

Building and Safety Director McKinnon pointed out the 
reiwbursable items indicated on Page 75 -- the only actual 
request is that of the Air compressor ($1121). 

Custodial (Page 81). 

The requested two Custodians to maintain the new library 
and the need thereof was explained by Mr. McKinnon -- there are 
reservations as to the adequacy of only two men in this under-
taking. Councilman Johnson concurred in this concern, and asked 
that there be another look at the situation in approximately six 
months. Mayor Miller was in agreement that further review might 
be necessary, but that the department should proceed with the 
two Custodians indicated. 

Environmental Quality Program (Page 113). 

Building and Safety Director McKinnon described the new 
program represented herein in the area of environmental quality, 
the primary need at this time being for the ambient noise levels 
inventory, with the services of a Sr. Zoning Enforcement Officer 
and a Zoning Enforcement Officer to commence the work on codes, 
ordinances, etc. 

Building and Safety (Page 139). 

Pointed out by Mr. McKinnon, relative to the. Building and 
Safety Department budget, was the fact that the only two additional 
employees requested are the, above referred to Sr. Zoning Enforcement 
Officer and the Zoning Enforcement Officer. 

Planning Director Shartle confirmed the dire need for an 
expanded ordinance enforcement program in the City. 
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79 i. 

Mr. Richard Hall, president, Riviera Homeowners Association, 
spoke in support of the proposed noise map for the City; there is 
a need for strong noise ordinances. Mrs. Birdsall added that the 
League of Women Voters has a like interest in a noise level map 
being developed. 

Water (Page 245). 

A proposed water rate increase was explained by Water System 
Manager Borgwat, along with a visual presentation of pertinent 
Water Department statistics. 

* * * * 
At 5:15 P.M. councilman Uerkwitz moved to recess as City 

Council for the purpose of an Executive Session. The motion was 
seconded by Councilm~n Johnson, and there were no objections. 

The council returned at 5:50 P.M. 

* * * * 
5. OIL BILL: 

Councilman Johnson advised the Council that the Oil Bill 
is to be heard on June 16th (Tuesday), and asked that a telegram 
on behalf of the council be sent to Senators Dills and Stevens 
urging their support. There were no objections, and it was so 
ordered. 

6 . ADJOURNMENT: 

At 5:55 P.M. councilman Uerkwitz moved to adjourn to 
Friday, June 12th, at 3:00 P.M. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Brewster, and approval was unanimous. 

AP~RO DY: --. 
- ~~ · 

Mayor of the City of Torrance 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 

* * * * 

3. 

Vernon W. Coil, Clerk of the 
City of Torrance, California 
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