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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING . CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

Torrance, California 
May 7, 1968 

A regular meeting of the Torrance City Council was held on 
ruesday, May 7, 1968, at 5:30 P.M. in the Council Chambers of City 
nall. 

2. ROLL CALL : 

Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Coil were: 
Councilmen Beasley, Johnson, Miller, Sciarrotta, Uerkwitz, Wilson, 
and Mayor Isen. City Manager Ferraro, City Treasurer Rupert, City 
Attorney Remelmeyer, and City Clerk Coil were also present. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Mr. Max Kelly led in the salute 
to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

40~ 

The Minister of the Month of May, Reverend Elmer E. Christiansen, 
Christ the King Lutheran Church, opened the meeting with an invocation. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved that the minutes of the regular 
meeting of April 23rd be approved as written. His motion was seconded 
by Councilman Wilson, and there were no objections. 

6. APPROVAL OF DE1'1ANDS: 

Councilman Beasley moved that all regularly audited bills be 
paid. His motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarrotta and carried 
as follows: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Johnson, Miller, Sciarrotta, 
Uerkwitz, Wilson, and Mayor Isen. 

COUNCILMEN: None. 

7. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved that after the Clerk has given a number 
and read title to any resolution or ordinance on tonight's agenda, the 
further reading thereof be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each 
councilman the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or 
ordinance in regular order. The motion, seconded by Councilman Uerkwitz, 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

Mayor Isen gave a brief explanation of Council procedure to tho.se 
present. 

1. Council Minutes 
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Presentation of two dividend checks to the City of Torrance from 
the State Compensation Insurance Fund in the total amount of 
$50,800.20 was made by Mr. Bill Roberts, with congratulations to 
the Foreman's Safety Committee and City employees for their fine 
efforts in following thro~gh on the excellent safety programs. 
Gratit~de was expressed by Mayor Isen, and the checks were turned 
over to City Treasurer Rupert. 

The appointment of a Mayor Pro Tern, the present term expiring 
on May 15th, was considered at this time, and the records were 
revie,.ved. Councilman Beasley moved that Councilman Sciarrotta serve 
as Mayor Pro Tem for the ensuing year. Councilman Wilson seconded 
the motion; there were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

8. Method for appointment of Commissioners. 

Continuing with the orientation process for the new Councilmen, 
the method for appointment of Commissioners was now reviewed. 
Mayor Isen referred to the manner of Planning Commissioner appoint
ments which provides that such appointments be made by the Mayor 
with the approval of the City Council, as does the Park and 
Recreation Commission; since 1964, however, each member of the Council, 
with approval of the City Council, has appointed one member of the other 
Commissions. The status of Commission appointments is now held in 
abeyance until June 1st, and the need for a determination of procedure 
is apparent. 

Councilman Johnson stated that it was his feeling that the Mayor 
should exercise his right and privilege as the head of the City to 
2ppoint al.l Commissioners, as well as Committee members, at the 
recommendation of the various Councilmen. The recommended procedure 
was described by Councilman Johnson thusly: · at a personnel session, 
~11hen an office is to be filled, each Councilman would submit names, 
and when a specific name is narrowed down to 4 votes, that name would 
be recommended to the Mayor for appointment, with a h~retofcire finu~ed veto 

by_ the Mayor. Councilman Johnson then MOVED that such a system as above 
described be installed, and be used, in lieu of the existing system. 

It ·was the comment of Councilman Miller that the above 
contribution by Councilman Johnson only mimics what the Mayor has 
expressed time and time again (this was strongly denied by Councilman 
Johnson). Councilman Miller went on to recite that the veto power had 
been employed in past personnel sessions but were not publicly aired, 
and further stated that he could see nothing wrong with the present 
system but that he would go along with the feeling of the majority of 
the Council. 

Councilman Uerkwitz seconded the motion, with the comment that 
it seems to him recent Committee and CoI'lmission appointments have been 
less than professional in some cases, and more political in nature. 
Ee would certainly favor an arrangement that would permit Councilman 
to submit names, accompanied by background information on their 
candidate's qualifications, with approval by four Councilman and the 
:f\layor n'Laking the aP.pointment 

Exception to the "mimicking" reference by Councilman Miller 
was expressed by Mayor Isen as well, with the comment that this is 
a matter of opinion, and invited comparison of the record in reference 
to success of appointments; denying, as well, any veto employed in 
connection with a Commissioner appointment. Mayor Isen added that 
the method recommended by Councilman Johnson had been the identical 
manner in which Councilman Miller had been appointed to the Planning 
Con1mission some years ago. and has ever been satisfactory; were it 
otherwise it could be amended as was done in 1964. 

2. Council Minutes 
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Councilman Beasley stated that he feels the privilege of each 
Councilman to make a nomination, then secure four votes of the Council 
in order to confirm that nomination, is a very fair and very meaning
ful manner of making appointments. 

Agreement with Councilman Miller's allusion to the "mimicking" 
aspect of Councilman Johnson's recommendation, having heard the same 
conversation from a different source, was expressed by Councilman 
Sciarrotta; however, it was the feeling of Mro Sciarrotta that 
Proposition Z made it clear that the voters want the Mayor to have 

411 

a certain amount of power beyond that of a Councilman. A compromise 
would be in order, in Councilman Sciarrotta's opinion, and he recom
mended that each member of the Council should give the Mayor a choice 
of three individuals but thatthere be representation of each Councilman 
on a Commission. A substitute motion was then offered by Councilman 
Sciarrotta: That the Council give the Mayor a choice of three, but 
that each Councilman will have a member on each Commission, which 
would necessitate elevating all Commissions to seven members. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Beasley. 

Prior to the vote, Councilman Wilson commented that in looking 
over the two recommended systems both lack a great deal in terms of 
getting the most qualified people to serve. Qualifications to serve 
should be a prime requisite in Dr. Wilson's opinion, and that there 
should be opportunity for citizen participation, without the need 
for friendship with a Councilman. Advertising of Commission and 
Committee vacancies, permitting people to file and state their 
qualifications, was advocated by Councilman Wilson. Mayor Isen 
responded to this recommendation, stating that other than citizenship 
and residence, no qualifications could be defined, other than that of 
being a good citizens of common ordinary sense to weigh the various 
matters for a recommendation to the Councilo 

Councilman Sciarrotta then amended his substitute motion: 
That three names be submitted by each Councilman who desires to make 
an appointment on a Commission accompanied by a list of qualifications 
of these individuals so that the Council may study them before 
voting~ in line with Councilman Wilson's comments, and to be added 
to the substitute motion above. 

A lengthy discussion followed on the old system vs the new, 
past experience in Commission appointments, and clarification of the 
proposed new system. 

Councilman Sciarrotta restated his amended substitute motion, 
seconded by Councilman Beasley, but it failed to carry with roll call 
vote as follows: 

AYES: 
NOES: 

COUNCILMEN: 
COUNCILMEN: 

Beasley, Miller, Sciarrotta. 
Johnson, Uerkwitz, Wilson, and 

Mayor Isen. 

Councilman Johnson restated his original motion, which, in 
essence, provided that all of the Commissions and Committees follow 
the Planning Commission method for appointment. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Uerkwitz, but again failed to carry with · 
roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: 

Johnson, Uerkwitz, and Mayor Isen. 
Beasley, Miller, Sciarrotta, and 

Wilson (for the reason that he 
believes in a wider 
representation.) 
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Thereupon Councilman Beasley moved that the Council retain the 
present system for a period of four months to permit the new Council
men to become acquainted with it, and then reconsider this matter. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Miller, and carried, with roll 
call vcte as follows: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Miller, Sciarrotta, 
Uerkwitz (for the sake of 
compromise), and Wilson. 

COUNCILMEN: Johnson, Mayor Isen. 

Councilman Miller then moved that the expiration time on the 
Commissions be extended for four months as well. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wilson. 

Prior to roll call vote, Ray Saukkola, President, Torrance 
City Employees' Association, requested permission to address the 
Council in personnel session regarding the extension of the 
appointment of one member of the .-civil _Sedrice Commi-ss:ion-; Mayor~ I sen deemed 
this an irregular request, and suggested that a letter be directed 
to each Councilman to be conside~ed in personnel session. 

Councilman Wilson commented on the merit of Councilman Miller's 
motion above, which would permit more appraisal of the situation, 
and recommended that a committee be formed to report back on the 
"various aspects of the plans. Councilman Sciarrotta so moved; the 
mot.ion was seconded by Mayor Isen, and there were no objections. 
Assigned were: Councilmen Sciarrotta, Uerkwitz, and Wilson, to be 
named "Commission Study Committee as to method of appointment", and 
to return their recommendation in a time not to exceed four months. 

Roll call vote on both motions was unanimously favorable. 

* * * * 
Mayor Isen ordered a 10-minute recess at 6:30 P.M. 

* * * * 
ARMED FORCES DAY MATTERS: 

9C. PROCLAP..ATION - ARMED FORCES DAY - MAY 18, 1968. 

Mayor Isen proclaimed May 18, 1968, as Armed Forces Day, and 
expressed the hope that the entire City, 140,000 strong, would turn 
out for this worthwhile event. 

At this point in the meeting Mrs. Estelle Billings, 4129 West 
178th Street, came forward to request information pertaining to the 
cost, sponsorship, fees, etc. in connection with this parade. The 
matter of Armed Forces Day, now in its ninth year, its background 
and procedure were explained by Mayor Isen. 

9A. RESOLUTION NO. 68-90 expressing appreciation to Tom Frandsen 
for his contribution as Master of Ceremonies at the Ninth 
Annual Armed Forces Day Luncheon. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a number 
and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NOo 68-90 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE EXPRESSING APPRECIATION TO TOM 
FRANDSEN FOR HIS CONTRIBUTION AS MASTER OF 
CEREMONIES AT THE NINTH ANNUAL ARMED FORCES 

.DAY LUNCHEON. 
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Councilman Sciarrotta moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 68-90. His motion was seconded by Councilman Uerkwitz, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

9B. RESOLUTION NO. 68-91 expressing appreciation to General 
James K. Woolnough, Commanding General, United States 
Continental Army Command. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a 
number and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 68-91 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE EXPRESSING APPRECIATION 
TO GENERAL JAMES K. WOOLNOUGH, COMMANDING 
GENERAL, UNITED STATES CONTINENTAL ARMY 
COM.MAND, ON THE OCCASION OF THE NINTH ANl\iuAL 
ARM.ED FORCES DAY CELEBRATION. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 68-91; his motion was seconded by Councilman Ue::::-kwitz, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

10. ORDINANCE requiring Conditional Use Permits for operation of 
Public Utilities in all zones. 

Councilman Uerkwitz announced that he will abstain from 
participation on this particular item, it being the recommendation 
of the City Attorney that he do so in view of a possible conflict 
of interests. 

It was the opinion of Mayor Isen that additional information 
was needed, and he, therefore, moved that the City Attorney furnish 
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the Council with a written opinion as to the legality and constitutionality 
of trying to regulate public utilities by such an ordinance. His motion 
was seconded by Councilman Wilson. Mayor Isen added that this opinion 
should clarify just what the Counsil powers are, who has the primary 
power or whether the Council is preempted by the Public Utilities 
Commission. The motion carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Johnson, Miller, Sciarretta, 
Wilson, and Mayor Isen. 

COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEN: Uerkwitz. 

11. ORDINANCE amending certain Bections and adding Section 93.3.22 
to prohibit certain overlapping Land Uses with exceptions; 
excluding residential uses from Commercial Zones with exceptions; 
excluding Commercial Uses from Manufacturing Zones with 
exceptions. 

Planning Director Shartle explained the proposed ordinance 
and the hoped for accomplishment in the elimination of overlapping 
land uses. 

Councilman Miller recommended physical viewing of the properties 
that would be affected, to make sure of consistent zoning in the 
neighborhoods throughout the City. Mayor Isen commented that, in his 
opinion, this would be a forward step in the interest of uniformity, 
recognizing that there would be a need for the granting of exceptions. 

Mr. Vern Smith, 2816 West 182nd Street, reported on the concern 
of the Citizens' Advisory Cbmmittee, along with his personal concern, 
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in reference to the many examples of bad zoning throughout the City; 
the subject ordinance may not be the total ans~ . ..,er but it is at 
least a step in the right direction. 

Next to speak was Mr. J.B. Mosley, 23846 Ward Street, who 
stated that if the remodelling of residences were prohibited in 
areas that might be rezoned to C-zones, and have been used as 
residential, a slum would be created. This aspect was discussed, 
and it was recommended by Planning Director Shartle that the 
proposed ordinance incorporate that the adding of a room would 
be permissible so long as the occupancy of the unit is not 
increased, to avoid creating a duplex out of a single family 
residence. 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved to hold this matter over for correct 
wording in the ordinance. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Beasley, and there were no objections. 

Mayor Isen left the judgment of the first or second reading 
st~tus of this ordinance to City Attorney Remelmeyer. 

12. ORDINANCE reclassifying certain property which is located 
east of Van Ness between 169th and 17lst Streets as 
described in ZC 68-1. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a 
nurrber and presented for its first reading: 

ORDINANCE NO. 1867 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDINS DIVISION 9 
OF THE TORPANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO RECLASSIFY 
THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY WHICH IS LOCATED EAST 
OF VAN NESS AVEN"LJE BETWEEN l69TH S'rREET AND 
17 lST STREE'r, AND DESCRIBED IN ZONE CHANGE 
68-1. (PENINSULA EN'I'ERPRISES, KENNETH 
BATTRAM). 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved for the approval of Ordinance No. 
1867 at its first reading. The moticn was seconded by Councilman 
Beasley, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

13. ORDINANCE reclassifying certain property which is located 
on both sides of 177th Street between Prairie Avenue and 
the San Diego Freeway and described in ZC 68-2. 

ORDINANCE NO. 1868 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING DIVISION 9 OF 
THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO RECLASSIFY 
THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY WHICH IS LOCATED ON 
BOTH SIDES OF 17 7'I'H STREET BETWEEN PRAIRIE 
AVENUE AND THE SAN DIEGO FREEWAY, AND 
DESCRIBED IN ZONE CHANGE 68-2. 
(TORRANCE PLANNING COMMISSION) • 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved for the approval of Ordinance No. 
1868 at its first reading. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
,Johnson, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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14. ORDINANCE reclassifying certain property which is located 
between Pacific Coast Highway, 242nd Street, Ocean Avenue, 
and Neece Avenue, and described in ZC 68-3. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a number 
and presented for its first reading: 

ORDINANCE NO. 1869 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING DIVISION 9 OF 
THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO RECLASSIFY 
THAT CER'rAIN BLOCK WHICH IS LOCATED BETWEEN 
PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY, 242ND STREET, OCEAN 
AVENUE, AND NEECE AVENUE, AND DESCRIBED IN 
ZONE CHANGE 68-3 . {'I'ORRANCE PLANNING 
COMMISSION). 

Councilman Wilson moved for the approval of Ordinance No. 
1869 at its first reading. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Beasley, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

15. ORDINANCE reclassifying certain property which is located on 
the southeast corner of Eldorado Street and Madrona Avenue 
and the northeast corner of Sonoma Street and Madrona Avenue 
and described in ZC 68-4. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a number . 
and presented for its first reading: 

ORDINANCE NO. 1870 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CIJY OF TORRANCE AMENDING DIVISION 9 OF 
THE 'TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO RECLASSIFY 
THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY WHICH IS LOCATED AT 
THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF ELDORADO STREET 
AND MADRONA AVENUE AND THE NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF SONOMA STREET AND MADRONA AVENUE, AND 
DESCRIBED IN ZONE CHANGE 68-4. 

(TORRANCE PLANNING COMMISSION). 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved for the approval of Ordinance 
No. 1870 at its first reading, and his motion, seconded by Councilman 
Wilson, was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

415 

(The followirtg item was considered, out of agenda order, at this time.) 

33. FINAL TRACT MAP 28987 
Recommendation of Public Works Director and Planning Director 
with approval of Planning Commission Chairman and City Manager 
that subject final tract map be approved. 

Councilman Beasley moved to concur with recommendation for 
approval; his motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable. 

STREETS AND SIDEWALKS: 

16. ACCEPTANCE OF FUTURE STREETS FOR 186TH STREET. 
RESOLUTIONS accepting for dedication for Public Street Purposes 
certain real property in said City. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a number 
and read title to: 

7. Council Minutes 
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RESOLUTION NO. 68-92 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE ACCEPTING FOR DEDICATION FOR 
PUBLIC STREET PURPOSES A PORTION OF LOT 12, 
TRACT NO. 24369, AND NAMING SUCH ACCEPTED 
STREET, 11 18 6TH STREET 11 

• 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
68-92. His motion v:as seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable. 

The second Resolution, at Mayor Isen's request, was assigned a 
nuwber by City Clerk Coil who read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 68-93 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE ACCEPTING FOR DEDICATION FOR PUBLIC 
STREET PURPOSES A PORTION OF LOT 70, McDONALD 
TRACT, AND NAMING SUCH ACCEPTED PORTION AS 
11 l86TH STREET". 

Councilman Sciarretta moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
68-93, and his motion, seconded by Councilman Wilson, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote. 

17. ACCEPTANCE OF FUTURE STREET, 187TH PLACE 
RESOLUTION accepting for dedication for Public Street Purposes 
certain real property in said City. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a number 
and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 68-94 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE FOR DEDICATION FOR PUBLIC STREET 
PURPOSES LOT 39 OF TRACT NO. 24330, AND NAMING 
SAID LOT 11 187TH PLACE". 

Councilman Sciarretta moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 68-94. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

SEWERS AND DRA INAGE: 

18. BISHOP MONTGOMERY SUMP 
Recommendation of City Manager re: purchase of undivided half 
interest in said sump. 

Councilman Beasley moved to concur in the recommendation of 
the City Manager to purchase undivided half interest in subject 
sump, and that $100.00 be appropriated from the General Fund for 
this purpose. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

19. STORM DRAIN EASEi'1ENT TO LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL 
DISTRICT FOR CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE OF COVERED STORM 
DRAIN. 
RESOLUTION granting easement to Los Angeles County Flood 
Control District. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a number 
and read title to: 
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RESOLUTION NO. 68-95 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST AN 
EASEMENT DEED CON'i.lEYING TO THE LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT · 
AN EASEMENT FOR A STORM DRAIN WITHIN A 
PORTION OF LOT 73, McDONALD TRACT. 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
68-95, and his motion, seconded by Councilman Uerkwitz, was unani
mously approved by roll call vote. 

TRAFFIC AND LIGHTING: 

20. RESOLUTION extending the assessment amount in Street Lighting 
District No.11. 

21. RESOLUTION extending the assessment amounts in Street Lighting 
District No. 12. 

The above two Resolutions were removed from the agenda at the 
request of the City Attorney and Traffic Engineer to permit a stream
lining of the language. There were no objections. 

FISCAL MATTERS: 

22. CLAIM of Lillian R. Burge for property damages allegedly 
caused by a malfunction in the traffic signal at Arlington 
and Carson on April 1, 1968. 

23. CLAIM of Mrs. Robert Semos for property damages allegedly 
caused from sewer backup April 29, 1968 at 236 Calle de 
Andalucia. 

24. CLAIM of Louise Snoden for bodily .injury damages due to alleged 
defective pavement that occurred July 20, 1967. 

4:17 

City Manager Ferraro requested that"special consideration" be 
given Item #23, it being clarified that "special consideration" is the 
terminology used where somebody has an obviously meritorious claim 
and an attempt is made to settle the matter as expeditiously as 
possible, pursuant to Council direction. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to concur with the recommendation 
of the City Clerk that the above claims be denied and referred to the 
City Attorney. His motion was seconded by Councilman Beasley, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

25. City Clerk submitting quotations from professional appraisal 
firms for the appraisal of the structures owned by the City. 

Reservations regarding the need for the services of a professional 
appraiser .for City structures were expressed by Mayor Isen. Mr. Blayne 
Asher offered his professional opinion, as an insurance man, recommend
ing the use of an outside appraisal firm to make the appraisal to make 
sure that the City is within the insurance requirements. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to concur with the recommendation 
of the City Clerk, and the motion was seconded by Councilman Beasley_. 

Prior to roll call vote, discussion returned to the City's 
insurance program and the value of the requested appraisal, with 
Mr. !',sher further clarifying the value of the professional appraiser 
in the event of loss. 
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Mr. James Laterie, 5162 Clearsite, stated he was an appraiser, 
and explained that the City would have to have a MMI or an ARI 
appraiser to validate this to stand up in any court of law. 

Roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
(M9tion later rescinded - see Page 13.) 

26. RESOLUTION imposing a limit on the expense account of the Mayor 
and Councilmen. , 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a 
number and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 68--96 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE IMPOSING A LIMIT ON THE EXPENSE 
ACCOUNT OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCILMEN. 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
68-96, and his motion, seconded by Councilman Johnson, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote. 

27. BUDGETED EXPENDITURE S OF OVER $300. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to approve the following listed 
ten items: 

A. BUDGETED: 

1. $1184.40 to the Paul Potter Company for one lo-density 
flexible electric heater to be used in a Street Depart
ment road oil storage tank to keep the material at a 
spread temperature. 

2 . $312.64 to Harbor Testing Lab for three Fire Extinguishers, 
30 point cartridge type (dry chemical) requested by the 
Airport for necessary emergency use. 

3. $305.09 to Pacific Metals for steel needed for the repair 
and reinforcement of four City packer trucks as requested 
by the City Garage. 

4. $4419.98 to Albro Fire Equipment Company for: 
a. Six Mine Safety Appliance Air Masks and six cylinder 

valve and pressure gauge assemblies to be used 
during heavy smoke conditions during fires by the 
Fire Dep2.rtment. 

b. Twenty four Mine Safety Appliance high pressure hose 
couplings and 90 oxygen-to-air adapters required by 
the Fire Department as part of an equipment modifica
tion program for converting Fire Department breathing 
apparatus equipment from "oxygen" to "air" systems 
(air requiring different thread couplings, valves, 
etc.) 

5. $305.55 to Ammodyne Corporation for two 97-pound containers 
of ~d .38 caliber ammunition brass only requested by the 
Police Department for reloading purposes for target practice 
by Police Officers. 

6. $352.80 to the Allen Company for 48 dozen I.B.M. typewriter 
carbon ribbons requested by Central Services for stock 
"as needed". 

7. $800.00 to the Columbia System Company for custodial 
service for the temporary library location at 1265 Sartori 
Avenue. 
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8. $1291.50 to the Prismo California Company for 300 
gallons of yellow and 200 gallons of white street 
marking paint requested by the Traffic and Lighting 
Department. 

B. SPECIAL CATEGORY - LIBRARY BOOKS: 

9. $329.75 to Fideler Company for 80 juvenile books. 

10. $5,593.96 to Carl J. Leibel, Inc., A.C. Mcclurg and 
Company, for 1610 juvenile books. 

The motion was seconded by Councilman Beasley. 

Prior to roll call vote, Councilman Uerkwitz inquired as to the 
role of'the'Library Commission in the selection of books. City 
Librarian West responded, stating that the Commission played no part, 
this being the responsibility of the City Librarian and his Staff. 

Councilman Miller referred to considerable correspondence 
received by him pertaining to book selection, reading aloud from 
one of the letters, as follows: ''I know that we now have an 
ability to build a system of quality under the guidance of our 
new and eminently qualified librarian, Russell West. I am also 
confident that his professional judgment concerning book selection 
will provide our library with a well-rounded collection of books. 
I am sure that you too are aware of the need for unemotional, 
unbiased professional judgment in the matter of book selection, 
and will strive to insure the citizens of Torrance the benefit from 
the collection chosen on a professional level." Councilman Miller 
then stated that he supports this position wholeheartedly, it being 
his assumption that this will be the manner of operation, and that 
he would be opposed to any other form of operation whatsoever. 

-
At this time roll call vote was taken on Councilman 

Sciarrotta's motion approving the budgeted expenditures which 
carried, ·as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Johnson, Miller, Sciarrotta, 
Uerkwitz, Wilson, and Mayor Isen. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Miller then moved that his comments above 
pertaining to book selection policy become a matter of Council 
policy. His motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarrotta. 

Prior to the vote, Councilr:1an Johnson commented that the City 
has hired a professional who is in the process of selecting books 
for the libraries, and Councilman Johnson would resist anyone who 
would want to "witch hunt" and throw out certain books for various 
reasons. Mr. Johnson further stated that the City Librarian is 
highly qualified from all that has been observed; this is a 
professional job, and the layman cannot' judge what others would 
want to read. 

It was the comrr-.cnt of Mayor I sen that the Council has received 
numerous letters predi~~ted upon a request that a list be furnished 
of a nurnber of book~ that were purchased at a book store in the Los 
Angeles area; the lis't appears to be a well rounded one, in Mayor 
lsen's opinion, and for any group to attempt to impose censorship is 
completely wrong, this being a matter best left to the City Librarian. 
It was further recommended by Mayor Isen that parties requesting ~uch 
lists of books should pay for the time expended in compiling such 
information. 
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Councilman Wilson stated that he supports what has been said; 
there is a Constitutional right involved here, and the Council needs 
to defend it. 

Agreement in one sense was expressed by CouncilIT.an Uerkwitz, 
but certainly not where a citizen should be prohibited from 
investigating anything they want to investigate in City Hall, and 
it should not be assumed that a citizen wishing to view public 
records represents "witch hunting". Mayor Isen clarified that 
"looking at public records" is one thing; typing of voluminous 
lists is another. 

Roll call vote on Councilman Miller's motion was unanimously 
favorable. 

At 7:30 P.M., Councilman Sciarrotta moved to adjourn as 
City Council, reconvening as the Redevelopm'ent Agency, followed by 
a 10 minute recess at 7:31 P • .M. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Beasley; there were no objections. 

Following the recess, Mayor Isen announced that City Clerk 
Coil had requested that action on Item #25 regarding professional 
appraisal firms be withdrawn, after further consideration, and 
resubmitted on May 7th. Councilman Wilson moved to rescind the 
earlier action; his motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson, 
and there were no objections. 

AIRPORT MAT'l'ERS 

28. Airport Commission and Airport Manager submitting their 
recommendation for approval of Gerald_Glass (dba Torra~ce 
Aero Center, Inc.) request for subtenancy on the Kidwell 
Leasehold. 

Councilman Beasley moved to concur with the recommendations 
of the Airport Commission and the Airport Manager. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Johnson, and there were no objections. 

PARKS AND RECREATION: 

29. RESOLUTION authorizing an application for a federal grant 
£or the purpose of acquiring a regional park site within 
the boundaries of the City and requesting the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development to take the necessary 
action in this behalf. 

Mayor Isen referred to the ~ittual ~s~ur~hce bf the gift of· 
17~ acres that CBS will give to the City of Torrance, the largest 
outright gift the City has ever received -- the largest park how in 
Torrance consisting of 7 acres -·- and related the "boot strap" 
development of parks throughout the years -- now the residents of 
Torrance with this proposed plan have an opportunity to acquire, 
with the least cost to the ta}.7Payer, a regional park of 50 acres. 

The merits of a regional park were acknowledged by Councilman 
Uerkwitz; however, the method of acquirement was of concern to him, 
referring to a need for additional information pertaining to the 
two financing arrangements outlined, with apparent strings attached 
to financing under the Open Space Grant - i.e. Section 905 wherein 
it talks about 'bnly ·che administrator shall find any assistance as 
needeo for carrying out a unified, officially coordinated program 
meeting criteria established by him ...• " Other items, such as 
"for a period of 20 years after the Grant has been made under this 
section, such facilities shall not, without approval of the 
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sub-administrator, be converted to uses for other purposes by the 
applicants". Councilman Uerkwitz pointed out that there are many 
controls and restrictions placed upon this kind of Grant, and there 
is an urgent need for additional information, and another urban 
renewal approach should be avoided, noting that the same HUD 
controls the Open Space Grant, and the administiator referred to 
is ~u. Wheeler. 

Thereupon Councilman Uerkwitz moved that City Attorney 
Remelmeyer research this matter and returnw{th·a~l items involved 
in the Open Space Grant. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Johnson,, and there were no objections. 

Disc\..i.&sion :resumed ... Councilman Miller confirmed that the 
motion was not against the proposal but rather to determine the 
prevailing conditions. 

Councilman Johnson stated that this item should not be 
entertained until such time as the City Attorney has come back 
with -a report on all of the strings that would be attached to 
this acquisition. 

Pointed out by Councilman Beasley was the fact that the 
Resolution before the Council is to allow the application to be 
made -- if it develops there are unsatisfactory strings attached, 
it could be declined. Councilman Uerkwitz stated that this was 
the argument used in connection with Meadow Park. 

Councilman Wilson expressed amazement at some of the feelings 
and lack of faith in our Federal government -- a look at the new 
Regional Occupation Center being acquired by the school system 
which is being built on 16 acres of Federal land, saving over a 
million dollars to Torrance taxpayers, shows another way the citizen 
can benefit by the taxes paid into the Federal government -- the 
subject proposal representing great benefit to the community as 
well. 

It was the opinion of Councilman Sciarretta that inevitably 
there are strings attached to any type of Federal aid, any changes 
would necessitate an involved procedure, and he endorses 
Councilman Uerkwitz's motion so that the Council will know 
exactly what is involved in such an undertaking, adding that if 
conditions are proper and right, he is not opposed to the park. 

421 

Counc{lrnan Miller commented on the fact that Federal aid apparently 
has two connotations,·· bad and good, to some of the Council -- the use 
of Federal funds for freeways, highways, the Torrance Airport, etc. 
is without question, but the urban renewal aspect looms up and the 
attitude is negative, which Mr. Miller termed politically expedient. 
Cou11cilman Miller further stated that he intends to maintain an open 
mind on the subject, disregarding the fact that it is Federal money, 
until it is determined to be wise or unwise. 

Mrs. James Van Oppen, 23648 Susana Street, speaking on behalf 
of the League of Women Voters stated that they do not share the fear 
of Federal funds in evidence at this meeting, and reported that a 
recent study conducted by the League on the tax structure of Torrance 
as it relates to capital improvements proposed, and they support a 
flexible approach toward financing of major municipal capital improve
ments. Further, their members are concerned about the loss of open 
space and the overuse of existing recreational facilities. Population 
growth and land development continue to outpace our ability to keep 
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up on a pay-as···you-go basis. They would be in favor of applying 
for the Federal Open Space Grant to supplement local and State 
resources. 

Mr. Bill Roberts, 3937 West 188th Street, stated that he would 
like to support the recommendation as put forth by the Parks and 
Recreation Commission and the Recreation Department to make applica
tion for Federal funds to develop this Columbia Park site at the 
least possible cost to the Torrance taxpayer. If this can be 
accomplished by applying for a Federal fund, Mr. Roberts will 
support that position; further, no objections have been voiced 
by residents in the area of this proposed development. Councilman 
Uerkwitz advised at this point that he had received letters 
objecting to this park in the manner of the financing, not the 
park itself. 

Mr. Dale Cushman, 4806 Carmelynn, commended the Council for 
taking a second look at this matter, it being his feeling that 
little by little the City would be drawn in, as happened before. 

Mayor Isen requested City Attorney Remelmeyer to return in 
two weeks with an in-depth study of this matter. 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS: 

30. Recommendation of City Clerk re: Commendation for League 
of Women Voters and Junior Chamber of Commerce for their 
participation in the Voter Educational Program. 

Councilman Beasley moved to concur with the recommendation of 
the City Clerk. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

ITEMS NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED: 

31. Torrance Safety Council submitting Torrance Student Traffic 
Safety Forum Recommendations. 

Mayor Isen recommended that this matter be directed to the 
City Traffic Commission, the Police Department, and the City 
Manager. There were no objections, and it was so ordered. 

32. FIN..~L TRACT MAP NO. 30060 
Recommendation of Public Works Director and Planning 
Director with approval of Planning Commission Chairman 
and City Manager that subject tract map be approved. 

Councilman Beasley moved to concur with the above recommendation 
for approval. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

33. FINAL TRACT MAP NO~ 28987 

This item heard earlier in the meeting. 

34. Request of Gold's Furniture and Appliance Store for parking 
lot sale at 4310 Artesia Boulevard. 

Councilman Beasley moved that the subject request be granted, 
subject to all rules and regulations. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Johnson, and there were no objections. 

14. Council Minutes 
May 7, 1968 



42~ 

PROCLAMATIONS: 

35. Mayor Isen proclaimed May 12-18, 1968 as HIRE A VETERAN WEEK. 

36. AIRlf~IL SERVICE DAY - MAY 15, 1968. Mayor Isen so proclaimed. 

FOR INFORMATION ONLY: 

F. Food Fair Market's Sign Appeal. 

Mr. Al Gianni, 2119 West 182nd Street, owner of the shopping 
center at 182nd and Van Ness which inciudes the Food Fair Market, 
was present to seek Council relief from Planning Commission denial 
of an oversize sign. Mr. Gianni recited the history of the existing 
sign, and his unsuccessful attempt to install the backing which will 
complete the sign. 

City Attorney Remelmeyer advised the Council that some time 
ago they had voluntarily relinquished the jurisdiction to hear 
appeals on oversize signs and directed that the Planning Commission 
action be final; the ordinances of the City state that the Planning 
Commission will make the determination on appeals from the Building 
Director and Planning Director decisions. There is, however, 
another section in the City Code which permits appeals to the City 
Council on any decision made by the Planning Commission or any 
other officer or Commission of the City. In the case of oversize 
signs, and the voluntarily relinquished jurisdiction to the Planning 
Commission, applicants up -to-th.i's point have been advised that there 
is no appeal to the City Council - if the Council is going to hear 
Mr. Gianni's appeal, and there is authority to do so, Mr. Remelmeyer 
further advised, then the Council must hear everyone's appeal. 

Mayor Isen referred to the proposed Sign Ordinance, and the 
Council Committee recommended suggestion as part of the new or 
amended ordinance; "That a Review Board be formed consisting of 
one representative each from Administration, .City Attorney's 
office, and Planning;" these people to cons-ti tute the Board which 
would grant a variance where necessary and would eliminate completely 
the Planning Commission, and would permit appeal to the City Council. 
Also recommended in the ordinance was a unifcrm fee for a sign 
permit, wi.th $15.00 set as the fee when request is made for review 
by Sign Review Board -- whether or not it is appealed to the 
City Council. The ultimate result, M.aycr Isen continued, would be 
elimination of red tape and the present time~cbnsuming costly 
delays. 

On the ,natter of Mr. Gianni I s request, Mayor Isen pointed out 
the approval of the Sign Review Committee followed by Planning Commission 
denial, noting the comment of one Commissioner pertaining to the 
appearance of the shopping center which had a bearing on his "no" 
vote -- it was the opinion of Mayor Isen that much effort has been put 
forth by I--tr. Gianni toward the beautification of the shopping center, 
that he should be permitted to finish the sign, and that the two 
provisions of the Council Committee; recommended for immediate 
adoption as amendments to Sign Ordinance prior to the rest of the 
recommendations, be so adopted. 

Discussion followed on jurisdiction, the amending of the sign 
ordinance, and the propriety of Mr. Gianni's appearance before the 
Council at this time. Councilman Beasley then moved that the City , 
Attorney return with an ordinance at the next meeting which will. 
give the City Council the right to hear appeals in hardship cases 
in sign matters. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson. 

Prior to a vote on the motion, discussion returned to th2 
immediate need of Mr. Gianni, and the fact that he was issued a 
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building permit -- Building and Safety Director McKinnon clarified 
that the building permit was issued only for that portion of the 
sign which complied, a permit was not issued for the background 
in question; further, that the sign as it now stands meets the 
requirements of the ordinance to the maximum for this portion of 
the propertyo 

A second motion was offered by Councilman Beasley, no action 
having been tc1.ken on the fir st motion: That relief be given to 
Mro Gianni; the motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson, and 
carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: CODNCILMEN: Beasley, Johnson, Sciarrotta, 
Wilsbn, and Mayor Isen. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Miller, Uerkwitz. 

Mayor Isen then moved that all appeals will be considered by 
the Council. His motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson, and 
carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCIL~IBN: Beasley, Johnson, Sciarrotta, 
Wilson, and Mayor Isen. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Miller, Uerkwitz. 

The next motion was made by Mayor Isen that City Attorney 
Remelmeyer be instructed by this Council to prepare an amendment 
to the Sign Ordinance providing for the Review Board as set forth 
in No. 1 and for the fees as set forth on the last page ($15.00 
for anybody) as recommended by the Council Committee. The motion 
was seconded by Councilman Sciarretta. 

Prior to the vote, there was further discussion and clarification 
of present procedures vs proposed procedures. 

Mrs. Bill Burchfield, 24017 Huber Avenue, expressed her concern 
for the enforcement of regulations, the overruling of decisions by 
assigned representatives, and the questionable practice of granting 
exceptions. Mayor Isen explained the streamlin.tng aspect represented 
in the above .amendmentp as has been successfully employed with the 
License Review Board. 

'l'he motion carried, with roll call vote as follows: 

AYES~ COUNCILiviEN: Beasley, Johnson, Miller, Sciarrotta, 
Uerkwitz, and Mayor Isen. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Wilson (for the reason that there 
should be Planning Commission 
review.) 

Councilman Miller's "Yes" vote was made after he determined the 
timesaving factor represented by this amendment, as was Councilman 
Uerkwitz's "yes" vote. 

Planning Director Shartle clarified that this procedure would not 
become effective until adoption of the ordinance. 

D. Specific attention of the Council was called to this item by 
Cj -1:y Manager Ferraro, ·wherein a communication from the Board of 
Supervisors announces approval of the construction of Crenshaw Blvd. 
between 182nd Street and 190th Street in the 1968-69 fiscal year. 
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ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

37. City Manager Ferraro reported that he has the information 
pertaining to the status of unfinished Council Committee business; 
Mayor Isen requested that it be submitted in the form of a written 
report. The problem of numerous fireworks applications was also 
reported by Mr. Ferraro, and it was agreed that this should be a 
consideration of the whole Council, appearing as a regular agenda 
item. 

38. Councilman Sciarretta inquired as to the status of the 
Dominguez alignment; Public Works Director Nollac will furnish 
this information by way of memo to Mro . Sciarretta. 

39. Information pertaining to the requested overhead projector 
was sought by Councilman Uerkwitz. Planning Director Shartle 
reported on the progress to date, and that arrangements have been 
made to provide a demonstration at immediately forthcoming Planning 
Commission and City Council meetings. 

40. Councilman Uerkwitz requested a report from City Manager 
Ferraro on the prospects of completion of the General Plan. 

41. Of further concern to Councilman Uerkwitz was difficulty 
encountered by him recently in reaching department heads and 
Staff members -- he requested a report from the City Manager's 
office clarifying the work schedule procedure employeff, explaining 
such matters as "Executive time off", vacation arrangements, who 
serves in the absence of department heads, etc. 

42. Mayor Isen expressed a similar interest in the arrangements 
for "Executive time off" -- as well as the status of the analysis 
of the Santa Monica. Resolutior.. on the RTD taxes (City Attorney 
Remelmeyer advising that it will appear on the May 14th agenda), 
and, in addition, the present status of the bus situation (City 
Manager Ferraro distributed a Progress Report . on this matter at 
this time). Bus Superintendent Chamberlain advised, at Mayor 
Isen's invitation, that revenue for six days has increased 
approximately $1000.CO, about $200.00 per day, with no decrease 
in riders. 

43. Mayor Isen then stated that the special Council Committees, 
under the newly instituted arrangement,must comply religiously 
to the provisions of the Brown Act, in his opinion, until such 
time as there is a court case decreeing that Council Committees with 
less than a majority of the Council may meet privately, it being 
this Council's intent to comply completely. Mayor Isen further 
suggested that following Standard Motions that Item Noo 8 on 
the agenda be titled "Notice of Council Committee Meetings" with 
a subnotation: "All to be held in Council Conference Room unless 
stated otherwise"; when arriving at that item on the agenda any 
chairman of a Council Committee who hc1.s arrived at a date for that 
special committee's meeting will indicate it for the record and 
for the audience o Mayor Isen ::so moved; his motion was seconded by 
Councilman Sciarrott.a, and there were no objections. 

44. A like experience in absentee Staff was found by Mayor Isen 
in his search for assistance in unexpected problems that had come 
up; he would regret the need for a time clock, and joined Councilman 
Uerkwitz in pointing out the i1.eed - for . clarification, and requesting 
that such a report be furnished by the City Manager. · 

45. CounciJ.ma.n Wilson stated that he would rebut the orals given 
by Councilman Uerkwitz and Mayor Isen pertaining to Staff members --
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deeming these personnel matters which should be done more in 
confidence, rather than public. Councilman Sciarrotta concurred 
with Councilman Wilson, and recommended that a policy be e stablished 
on airing of such matters in public. Concurrence was expressed by 
Counc~lman Beasley as well. Mayor Isen commented that if there 
is virtue in such arrangements that all should be informed; in any 
event it should be regulated so that there will be people present 
to run City Hall on a Friday afternoon. Councilman Sciarrotta 
then moved that the Council set a policy that discussions of 
this nature, affecting personalities, be held in a personnel session • 
.Mayor Isen pointed out that policy matters must be done in open 
Council meetings, to do otherwise is violation of the Brown Act. 
The motion died for lack of a second. 

46. Mr. James Cook, 24610 Cypress, appealed to the Council for 
reinstatement on the Policeman eligibility list, explaining the 
circumstances of successfully completing all the tests, only to 
le2.::::-n that there is an ordinance pertaining to nepctism •.vhich 
prohibits relatives from working on the Police Department - in his 
case, his brother-in-law is with the Torrance Police Department. 
Of concern to the Council was the situation which permitted 
Mr. Cook to even participate in the test; Personnel Director advised 
of the Civil Service Cornmission policy which permits the acceptance 
cf an application v,hen bulletin requirements are met. Councilman 
Uerkwitz maintc3.ined that, with the nepotism ordinance, the requirements 
were not met, deploring the 5 - month wait afforded Mr. Cook. 

Mayor Isen explained the lack of Council jurisdiction in 
these matters, and suggested that there could only be an 
"advisory motion" to administration to remove obstacles sur-
rounding employment I which has ser72d in past .· cases.. City 
P.ttorney Remelmeyer stated that motions of that type are actually 
instructions to the City Manager in violation of the Charter , 
and recommended instead that there be a revision of the ordinance, 
eliminating brothers-in-law or in-laws as relatives. 

Councilman Beasley then moved that the Council refer the 
subject case to the City Manager to see if he can rectify the 
i1ardship and injustice in this matter, in the hopes tbat Mr •. Cook is 
put to work in the near future. City Attorney Remelmeyer ruled 
the motion out of order. Councilman Beasley then moved that the 
City Attorney be instructed to bring in an emergency ordinance 
at the next Council meeting deleting the word "in-law" in the 
original nepotism ordinanceo The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Sciarrotta, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

Mayor Isen then returned to Councilman Beasley's first 
motion referring the matter to the City Manager for rectification, 
seconded it, and requested a roll call vote, stating that it is 
now in order in view of the pending emergency ordinance. City 
Attor~ey Remelmey~t ~aid such action would not be legal until the 
ordinance is passed, and it is further required that any change in 
the Civil Service Ordinance must go to the Civil Service Commission 
fer consideration, then adopted by the Council by a 5/7 vote. 
Roll call vote was unanimously favorable, it being understood as 
the roll call progressed that appointment if it becomes a fact 
,,,ould be delayed until procedures have been complied with and final 
adoption of the amended ordinance. 

47. Mr. 'William Burchfield, Chairman, Torrance Beautiful Commission, 
expr(:?Ssed the dis2.ppointment of this Commission in the Council action 
on the Utilities Committee, and requested reconsideration of the 
rnc1keup of that committee, disagreeing with the comments made at that 
meeting pertaining to "emotionally involved lay people", and that a 
bad pr~cedent had been set. Mayor Isen pointed out the p6s~ibility 
of expansion of such a committee. 
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48. Officer Phillip Joseph, Torrance Police Officers Association, 
requested that reconsideration be given this organization for a 
license for the sale of fireworks. He ·was requested to return when 
this item is -on the agenda, per earlier action this evening. 

49. Mrs. Rose Craig, Parks and Recreation Commission, advised 
that this Conunission will meet at the Magruder School on May 8th 
in order to assess the recreational needs of the North Torrance 
area - under discussion will be the SO-acre Regional Park site, 
and all interested citizens are invited to attend. At Mayor 

42 .·, 

Tsen' s question pertaining to the legality of a Conunission meeting informally 
.se,iliere, City Attorney Remelmeyer advised that so long as they are con-
1cting public business as a Commission they should comply yJith the 
·own Act; however, on an informal basis with no official a'ction this 
,uld be permissible. It was Mr. Remelmeye~c-1 s recommendation, in line 

~ith the firm attitude of the Council in the matter of meetings, that 
it would be well for the Commissions to hold their meetings as 
regular public meetings and give notice in accordance with the Act, 
even ±hough no motions are anticipated. Mayor Isen deemed this 
public announcement by Mrs. Craig, and her confirmation that there 
will be no official motions, wil_l · serve as ·.public notice. 

The meeting was regularly adjourned at 9:30 P.M. 

* * 

APPROVED: 

~ 
Mayor of the Ci~y of Torrance 

Avc1 Cripe 
Minute SccrGtilry 

* * 

19. 

~w£:/" 
Vernon W. Coil, Clerk of the 
City of Torrance, Californi~ 
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