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Coun·cil Meeting held Tuesday, March 26, 1968 · 

SUBJECT : 
OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. Call to order 
2. Roll call 
3. Flag salute 
4. Invocation 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 
5. Approval of minutes 
6. Approval of demands 
7 . Motion to waive further reading 

HEARINGS: 
8 . Vacation of alley in Tract No. 2807 

Resolution No. 68-62 
9. Vacation of five foot walk in Tract No. 13901 

PLANNING AND ZONING HEARINGS: 
10. Zone Change 68-1, Peninsula Enterprises, Battram 
11. Zone Change 68-2, Torrance Planning Commission 
12. Zone Change 68-3, Torrance Planning Commission 
13. Zone Change 68-4, Torrance Planning Commission 

PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 
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14. Ordinance No. 1857, re procedures for zone changes, etc. 4 
Ordinance No. 1858 re procedure for precise plans 4,5 

15. Withdrawn from agenda 
16. Re R. A. · Moorefield's appeal as to buildability of lot. 5 

STREETS AND SIDEWALKS: 
17. Vacation of part of Ashley, etc., Resolution No. 68-63 5 
18. Re Appraisers for Sepulveda Boulevard widening 5,6 

SEWERS AND DRAINAGE: . 
19. Resolution No. 68-64, re culvert on Hawthorne Blvd. 6 
20. Notice of completion of sewer manhole in Sepulveda 6 
21. Notice of completion of drainage facilities in Newton Street 6 

PARKS AND RECREATION: 
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24. 
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26. 
27. 
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30A. 
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33. 
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36. 

Interim recommendation from Golf Course Steering Committee 
TRAFFIC AND LIGHTING: 

Appropriation of Gas Tax Monies for Crenshaw & Toledo 
ELECTION MATTERS: 

Two resolutions and an ordinance re bus system sale 
(resolutions and ordinances not voted on) 

Recommendation of City Clerk re money for Special 
Municipal Election, not acted upon 
FISCAL MATTERS: 

Award of contract for sprinkling materials B68-9 
Expenditures of over $300 

AIRPORT MATTERS: 
Re. Howenstine's request 
Re Torrance Aircraft Company's request 
Re denial of Amacoil's request 

Re Airport rezoning 
BUS SYSTEM: 

Resolution No. 68-66 re increase in fares 
LIBRARY OPERATIONS: 

Request from City Librarian for reorganization of branches 
SEC01'l'D READINGS: 

Ordinance No. 1853 
Ordinance No. 1854 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
Ferraro re appearance of Sepulveda Blvd planting 
Isen re OPERATION NEPAL recognition 
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Minute Secretary Index 
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37. Mr. Uerkwitz re CACCI minutes, etc. 
38. Mr. Vern Smith re same matter 
39. Mr. Peter Mccarroll, re unlicensed business on Airport 

13 
14 
14 

ADJOURNED AT 10:40 p.m. 

Edith Shaffer 
Minute Secretary ii. 
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

Torrance, California 
March 26, 1968 

A regular meeting of the Torrance City Council was held on 
Tuesday, March 26, 1968, at 8:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers of 
City H~ll. 

2. ROLL CALL: 

Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Coil were: Councilmen 
Lyman, Miller, Sciarretta, Talbert, Vico and Mayor Isen. Councilman 
Beasley was absent because of illness. Also attending were City Manager 
Ferraro, City Treasurer Rupert, City Attorney Remelmeyer and Deputy City 
Clerk Mbss. City Clerk Coil was absent because'of illness. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Mayor . Isen introduced young John James Hussey, aged four years, 
as a prospective Council candidate in the year 2000 and at the Mayor's 
request, John led the salute to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

Reverend Burton, Associate Pastor of- the Church of God, opened 
the meeting with an invocation and accepted on behalf of Reverend Thomas 
Griftith, a Certificate of Appreciation from Mayor Isen for his church's 
assistance during the month of March. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

The minute secretary noted a technical correction to the minutes 
of the regular meeting held February 13, 1968, as follows: 

"PARKS AND RECREATION: 

25. AMERICAN STANDARD LAND IN PUEBLO AREA: Recommendation of the City 
Manager that the Council approve the lease of the land and authorize the 
City Attorney to prepare the necessary legal documents, with the further 
recommendation that the City Manager be authorized to negotiate with 
Southwest Savings and Loan Company regarding the access recommended by 
the Park and Recreation Commission and report back to the City Council 
on the exact cost, and, if necessary, to engage Ernest I. Johnston to 
appraise this parcel. 

"Councilman Lyman moved to concur in the above recommendations. 
His motion, seconded by Councilman Sciarrotta, was unanimously passed by 
roll call vote." 

The above material will be substituted for the material in those 
minutes and on motion of Councilman Sciarrotta, seconded by Councilman 
Talbert, it was so ordered. · · 

The minutes of the March 19th meeting were late reaching the, 
c·ouricilmen and will be held until next week. 

~ 
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6. APPROVAL OF DEMANDS: 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved that all properly audited bills be· 
paid . . His motion was seconded by Councilman Vico and carried as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Lyman, Miller, Sciarrotta, ·Talbert, 
Vico and Mayor Isen. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: None 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Beasley. 

7. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved that after the Clerk has given a 
number and read title to any resolution or ordinance on tonight's agendc 
the further reading thereof be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to eac 
councilman the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or 
ordinance in regular order. The motion, seconded by Councilman Talbert, 
carried by unanimous roll call vote (Councilman Beasley absent). 

Mayor Isen announced that Mr. Coil would not be present this 
evening because of illness and introduced Mrs. Marjorie Moss, Deputy 
City Clerk, and commented on the years she conducted the office of 
City Clerk during the time former City Clerk Bartlett was· .not able 
to come to his office and before the time of Vernon Coil's election. 

HEARINGS: 

8. PROPOSED VACATION OF ALLEY BETWEEN BLOCKS 121 and 124, TRACT No. 
2807. Recommendation of Public Works Director with concurrence of 
City Manager that following public hearing the attached resolution 
ordering the vacation of the subject alley be approved and adopted. 

Affidavit of Publication and Posting was presented by Deputy 
City Clerk Moss and, there being no objection, ordered filed. 

Mayor Isen inquired if anyone wished to be heard on this matter 
and there was no response. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to close the hearing; Councilman Vico 
seconded and there being no objection, it was ordered. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Deputy City Clerk Moss assigned a 
number and read title .;to.: 

RESOLUTION NO. 68-62 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ORDERING THE VACATION OF THE ALLEY 
BET'"wEEN BLOCKS 121 AND 124 IN TRACT NO. 2807 IN 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE. 

Councilman Scirrotta moved to adopt Resolution_No. _68-62; CounciJ 
man Miller seconded and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Coun
cilman Beasley absent). 

At this time Mayor Isen asked for a motion to accept and file 
Affidavits of Publication and Posting as to the hearings on Items listed 
9 through 13 inclusive. Councilman Sciarretta so moved; Mayor Isen 
seconded and there was no objection. 

9. VACATION·OF FIVE FOOT WALK IN BLOCK 2, TRACT NO. 13901. Recommenda
tion of Public Works Director with concurrence of City Manager, that 
following public hearing City Council approve the vacation and direct 
that a resolution ordering the vacation be presented to Council after 
certain conditions have been accomplished by the petitioners. 
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Mayor Isen inquired if anyone wished to be heard and there was 
no response. On motion of Councilman Talbert, seconded by Councilman 
Vico, there being no objection, the hearing was closed. 

Councilman Talbert moved to concur in the reconunendation as 
stated. Councilman Vico seconded and there was no _objection. 

PLANNING AND ZONING HEARINGS: 

10. ZONE CHANGE 68-1, PENINSULA ENTERPRISES, .KEN BATTRAM : Zone Change 
from A-1 to R-1 on property located east of Van Ness Avenue between 169th 
Street and 17lst Street. Reconunended for approval by the Planning Com
mission. 

This is a public hearing and Mayor Isen inquired if anyone wished 
to be heard; there was no response. 

Councilman Sciarretta moved to close the hearing; Councilman Vico 
seconded and it was so ordered, there being no objection . 

·councilman Sciarrotta moved to concur in the reconunendation of 
approval, with all conditions. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Vico and carried by unanimous roll call vote (Councilman Beasley absent). 

11. ZONE CHANGE 68-2, TORRANCE PLANNING COMMISSION: 
A-1, R-3 (Precise Plan) to R-1 on property located on 
177th Street between Prairie Avenue and the San Diego 
mended for approval by the Planning Commission. 

Zone change from 
both sides of 
Freeway. Recom-

Mayor Isen inquired if anyone wished to be heard and there was 
no response. Councilman Sciarretta moved to close the hearing; Council
man Miller seconded and it was so· ordered, there being no objection. 

Councilman Miller moved to concur in the reconunendation of 
approval. His motion was seconded by Councilman Vico and carried 
as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Lyman, Miller, 
Vico and Mayor 

COUNCILMEN: None NOES: 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Beasley. 

Sciarretta, Talbert, 
I sen. 

12. ZONE CHANGE 68-3, TORRANCE PLANNING COMMISSION: Zone change from 
C-2, R-2, P-1 to C-3, R-3 and P-U on the block located between Pacific 
Coast Highway, 242nd Street, Ocean Avenue and Neece Avenue. Reconunended 
for approval by the Planning Commission. 

Mayor Isen inquired if anyone wished to be heard; and Emil Zirbes 
.of 21103 Donora Avenue came forward. He said he would like to have his 
property remain C-2 instead of C-3. There is a case on appeal from the 
Planning Commission as to construction of a McDonald's Golden Arches 
drive-in on Mr. Zirbes' property; it will be before the Council on 
April 23rd, having been denied 4 to 3 at Planning Conunission level. 

Mayor Isen asked Planning Director Shartle if this matter would 
prejudice the appeal before the City Council and Mr. Shartle said it 
would make no difference. C-2 allows residences as well as conunercial 
whereas C-3 ' allows only commercial uses . 

Councilman Talbert moved to close the hearing; Councilman Sciar
retta seconded and there was no objection~ 

Councilman Talbert moved to concur in the recommendation of, 
approval by the Planning Commission; Councilman Lyman seconded and 
the motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (Councilman Beasley 
absent). 
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1°3. ZONE CHANGE 68-4, TORRANCE PLANNING COMMISSION: Zorie change from 
R-3 to R-1 on property at the s·outheast corner of Eldorado· Street and 
Madrona Avenue and the northeast corner of Sonoma Street and Madrona Ave
nue. Recommended for approval by the Planning Commission. 

This being a pub.lie hearing, Mayor Isen inquired if anyone wished 
to be heard. 

Mr. Thomas Coleman, 3222 Eldorado Street, came forward. He owns 
the property involved at the corner of Eldorado and Madrona and wished t · 
protest rezoning his large parcel. He said he paid R-3 prices and has 
consistently paid taxes based on that evaluation. All the property west 
of Madrona he believes is going commercial in the Del Amo Shopping 
Center and Mr. Coleman does not see the purpose of changing at this timE 

Mr. A. W. Lyddon, 635 Paseo de la Playa, said his company owns 
the other property involved, at Sonoma and Madrona. It is 110 x 100 ft. 
and could be divided into two 55 foot lots. He has no particular objec
tion to this proposal, and said he will probably be applying for a lot · 
split. 

Councilman Vico moved to close the hearing; Councilman Sciarrotta 
seconded and there was no objection. 

Planning Director Shartle said there will eventually be a thirty 
:f;oot requirement for widening of Eldorado. · 

Councilman Talbert moved to concur in the recommendation of the 
Planning Commission. Councilman Sciarretta seconded. Roll ~all .vote 
was unanimously favorable (Councilman Beasley absent). 

PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

14. PROPOSED ORDINANCES - one amending provisions of Division 9 of the 
Code relating to procedures for processing Changes of Zone and Variances, 
and one repealing Article 2 of Chapter 6, Division 9 of the Code and sub
stituting new provisions therefor relating to the procedure for processing 
Precise Plans. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Deputy City Clerk Moss assigned a num
ber and read title to: 

; 

ORDINANCE NO. 1857 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AMENDING PROVISIONS OF DIVISION 9 OF THE 
TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO PROCEDURES 
FOR PROCESSING CHANGES OF ZONE AND VARIANCES. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to approve Ordinance No. 1857 at its 
first reading. His motion was seconded by Councilman Vico and carried 
by unanimous roll call vote (Councilman Beasley absent). 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Deputy City Clerk Moss assigned a 
number and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 1858 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCI~ OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE REPEALING ARTICLE 2 OF CHAPTER 6, DIVISION 
9 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE AND SUBSTITUTING 
NEW PROVISIONS THEREFOR RELATING TO THE PROCEDURE 
FOR PROCESSING PRECISE PLANS. 
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Councilman Vico moved to approve Ordinance No. 1858 at its 
first reading. His motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarrotta and 
carried by unanimous roll call vote (Councilman Beasley absent). 

15. PROPOSED ORDINANCE withdrawn from the agenda prior to meeting. 

16. COMMUNICATION FROM PLANNING DIRECTOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS AND 
CITY ATTORNEY re. R. A. Moorefield's appeal of the Planning Commission 
decision on buildable status of a lot on the north side of Onyx Street 
and west side of Toluca Avenue. 

R. A. Moorefield, 4820 Garnet, reviewed briefly the recommenda
tions set forth in the agenda material. The appeal is as to a small 
remaining remnant of land, odd-shapedt having 13 feet of frontage on 
Toluca Avenue and 66 feet on Onyx Street and containing 4560 square 
feet. It has been declared to be unbuildable. Mr. Moorefield does 
not agree and t~ere is a disagreement as to price which prevents either 
sale or purchase from the neighbors, the Lopen family. He would like 
to see the City institute the 1911 Act, and contends that there was a 
verbal agreement with Mr. Lopen that he was to have all of the ground, 
also a·similar agreement with Mr. Drale. ,,. 

Mayor Isen said what the Council should do, in his opinion, is 
declare the lot to be unbuildable and then have the three interested 
men do some more bargaining. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to declare the parcel to be unbuildable 
thus concurring in the recorrunendation of the Planning Commission. Mayor 
Isen seconded and roll call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman 
Beasley absent). 

Mr. Bob Lopen, 16531 Denver Avenue, Gardena, son of the owner 
of the adjoining land, his father, Mr. Moorefield and Mr. George Drale 
retired to an adjoining room to negotiate further. 

STREETS AND SIDEWALKS: 

17. PROPOSED VACATION OF PORTIONS OF ASHL~Y AND ROSLIN AVE~-UES, 173RD 
STREET AND CERTAIN ALLEYS IN TRACT NO. 9306. Recommendation of Public 
Works Director that Council approve and adopt resolution declaring its 
intention, etc. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Deputy City Clerk Moss assigned a 
number and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 68-63 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE DECLARING ITS INTENTION TO VACATE PORTIONS 
OF ASHLEY AVENUE, ROSLIN AVENUE, 173RD STREET, AND 
CERTAIN ALLEYS IN TRACT NO. 9306 IN THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE, FIXING A TIME AND PLACE FOR A HEARING 
THEREON, AND PROVIDING FOR THE PUBLICATION OF THIS . 
RESOLUTION. DO SJ B I 

-ri· 
Councilman Sciarrotta moved to adopt Resolution No. 68-7 3 and l, S-(, J 

his motion, seconded by Councilman Vico, carried by unanimous 1:011 call 
vote (Councilman Beasley absent). 

18. CITY MANAGER 'S RECOMMENDATION RE APP:RAISERS FOR SEPULVEDA BOULEVARD 
WIDENING: . . 

This is a recommendation from the City Manager and City Attorney 
listing names of three appraisers for a choice by · the Council. There 
are three additional names given under Item 22. 
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Councilman Talbert referred to the minutes of the February 27th 
Council meeting by which he said administration was . instructed to pick 
an appraiser and proceed with the widening of Sepulveda Boulevard as 
soon as possible. 

Councilman Vico moved to direct the City Attorney and.City Manager 
to proceed immediately with the selection of an appraiser. Councilman 
Talbert seconded. Mayor Isen said there is more to it than that - he 
would like t9 see a list of the names and qualifications and some means 
of picking by rotation. Some of the appraisers are more expert in cer
tain fields. 

As of this evening what is before the Council is this particular 
job - the widening of Sepulveda Boulevard and Councilman Sciarrotta as} 
for the question. Roll call vote was unanimously favorable to Council
man Vico's motion (Councilman Beasley absent). 

SEWERS AND DRAINAGE: 

19. HOLD HARMLESS RESOLUTION FOR ABANDONMENT OF DRAINAGE CULVERT 
ACROSS HAWTHORNE BOULEVARD NORTH OF 238TH STREET. Recommendation of 
Public Works Director that Council adopt resolution holding the State 
harmless, etc. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Deputy City Clerk Moss assigned a 
number and reaq title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 68-64 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AGREEING TO HOLD THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA HARMLESS FROM ANY LIABILITY WHICH 
MAY OCCUR AS THE RESULT OF ABANDONMENT BY THE 
CITY AND s·rATE OF A CULVERT UNDERNEATH AND 
ACROSS HAWTHORNE BOULEVARD 200 FEET NORTH OF 
23 8T.H STREET. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to adopt Resolution No. 68-64 and 
his motion, seconded by Councilman Lyman, carried by unanimous roll 
call vote (Councilman Beasley absent). 

20. NOTICE OF COMPLETION OF CONSTRUCTION OF SANITA~.Y_SEWER MANBOLE 
IN SEPULVEDA BOULEVARD WEST OF WALNUT AVENUE (INFORMAL BID - JOB HO. 
68032. Recommendation of Public Works Director that (1) Council 
accept the work and (2) that final payment ·be made to the contractor. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to 
recommendation as stated. His motion 

concur in both phases of the 
was seconded by Councilman Vico 

and carried as follows: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Lyman, Miller, 

Vico and Mayor 
COUNCII.MEN: None NOES: 

ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Beasley. 
' . 

Sciarrotta, Talbert, 
Isen. 

21. NOTICE OF COMPLETION OF CONSTRUCTION OF DRAINAGE FACILITIES IN 
NEWTON STREET, PARK STREET AND IN PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY, B67~56. 
Recommendation of Public Works Director that (1) Council accept the 
work and (2) the final payment be made to the contractor. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to 
recommendation as stated. His motion 

concur in both phases of the 
was seconded by Councilman Vico 

and carried as follows: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: 

NOES: COUNCII.MEN: 

Lyman, Miller, Sciarrotta, Talbert, 
Vico and Mayor Isen. 
None ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Beasley 
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Councilman Sciarrotta moved to recess in order to hold the 
regular meeting of the Redevelopment Agency. Councilman Talbert 
seconded and there was no objection. 

The Council reconvened as such at 8:50 p.m., and a general 
recess followed from which it returned at 9:00 p.m. 

* * * * * * 
PARKS AND RECREATION: 

22. I NTERIM RECOMMENDATION FROM GOLF COURSE STEERING COMMITTEE: 

309 

Mr. George W. Post. Chairman of Golf Course Steering Committee, 
was present and spoke along the lines of his letter dated March 22, 
1968. The reason the appraisal is necessary at this point is that 
some decision must be made as to what type of golf course should go 
on the land, and this is dependent on the land values. 

Mayor Isen pointed ou t s e ve ra l instances where pretty definite 
figure s .h ave been u s ed , r angjng fr om $45 to $53,000 per acre. There 
are many t ab l es set for t h in the Go l f Course study compiled by an 
expe r t f or t h e City. Mr. Post sa id the Committee has met only twice 
and it will probably take about four months to come up with all the 
answers toward a recommendation . . In any event, there seems to be a 
deficit of close to $2 million at the end of 38 years at whatever 
figures are used, even if the operation is a paying one. At least, 
Mayor Isen thought there is a possibility of saving a few thousand 
dollars by· usi~g these figures rather than hiring an appraiser. 

Councilman Miller asked Mr. Post if the first determination should 
not be the ecor.•omic position for it~ opera_tion. Mr. Post said the first 
thing is the suitability of the location. There are comparables in the 
area which can be used in the equation. 

Councilman Vico expressed himself as being in favor of a golf 
course in Torr2nce and it would be well to go ahead and get this 
appraisal accomplished. Mr. Post believed the cost for an appraisal 
at this time would be somewhere between $500 a~d $1000. Mayor Isen 
said it should be limited to $500. The course would probably have to 
be subsidized to the tune of around $50,000 a year. Councilman Scia~
rotta pointed out that even if the City during the thirty-eight years 
put over a million dollars into a course, the land would appreciate 
to around $3,000,000, not counting all the advantageous recreational 
factors in the meantime. · 

Based on the idea s so far expressed, Councilman Talbert moved to 
authorize the Staff and the Committee to select an appraiser to accom
plish the appraisal of the property with their price limited to $750. 
Councilman Vico seconded. · 

It w2.s the opinion of City Attorney Remelmeyer that the price 
in question would be nearer $5,000 than $500 for a meaningful appraisal. 
Mayer Isen said also to be weighed is the fact that this would necessitate 
removi~g valuable industrial land from the tax rolls. This might ~,ell be 
counteracted by the value of having open land in the interim years. 
Roll call vote was unanimously favorable to Councilman Talbert'. s motion. 

TRAFFIC AND LIGHTING: 

23. Recommendation of Traffic Engineer for appropriation of $10,500 out 
of 2106 Gas Tax Monies for 3/4 . share- of the cost 0£ installing traffic 
signal at the intersection of Crenshaw Boulevard and Toledo Stree~. 
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Councilman Sciarrotta moved to concur in the recommendation as 
•set forth above. His motion was seconded by Councilman Vico and carried 
as follows: · 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Lyman, Miller, Sciarrotta, 
Talbert, Vico and Mayor Isen 

COUNCILMEN: None_" . NOES: 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Beasley. 

ELECTION MATTERS: 

· 24. PROPOSED RESOLUTION finding and determining that the public interesc 
and necessity demand that the Torrance Municipal Bus system should be 
sold. 

.·.--~ 
PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 1856 calling and giving notice of a specia. 

municipal election, etc. 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION requesting the Board of Supervisors of Los 
Angeles County to consolidate a municipal election to be held in 
Torrance on Tuesday, June 4, 1968, with the statewide Primary election 
to be held on said date. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Deputy City Clerk Moss assigned a 
number and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 68-65 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE FINDING AND DETERMINING THAT THE PUBLIC 
INTEREST AND NECESSITY DEMAND THAT THE TORRANCE 
MUNICIPAL BUS SYSTEM SHOULD BE SOL.D. 

Also at the request of . Mayor Isen, City Attorney Remelmeyer read 
the text of the resolution in its entirety and advised Mayor Isen that 
he ~ecommends that the Council adopt this resolution. Mayor Isen said 
to his way of thinking the public interest and necessity demand.that 
the bus system NOT be sold and there have been no public hearings to 
determine otherwise. He said the Council has heard no testimony that 
there is such a necessity and that the City Attorr..ey is furnishing the 
Council "pcor advice" on this subject. 

Councilman Lyman moved to adopt Resolution No. 68-65 and his motion 
was seconded by Coun~ilman Talbert. Mayor Isen and Councilm~n Lyman 
each spoke for a considerable length of time on their side of the issue. 
It was determined that if this were put off until the November election 
some of these matters would not pave to be decided at this particular 
time and Councilman Sciarretta moved, as a substitute to Councilman 
Lyman's motion, to refer the question to the people at the November 
election and he set forth his reasons for that substitute motion. 

The question of whether or not a public hearing is required again 
came up and City Attorney Remelmeyer repeated that he does not believe 
it is a legal requirement although if time permitted, he would favor i 
being held; it is always better to hold a public hearing before making 
such a finding. Councilman Miller called for the question and roll call 
vote on the substitute (for the November ballot) was: 

AYES: COUNCIL.MEN: Lyman, Miller, Sciarrotta, 

NOES: 
ABSENT: 

Vico and Mayor Isen 
COUNCILMEN: Talbert 

COUNCILMEN: Beasley. 

Councilman Talbert said he has seen no evidence of "tremendous 
pressure"; there have been a few letters and only one person has spoken 
in Council meetings against the buses being sold. Councilman Lyman said 
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the responsibility will lie with one person only, the Mayor, if 
the offer to purchase the bus line is revoked by the SCRTD and Mayor 
Isen said there would be ample time to study the whole matter, in
cluding the legal wording of the ballot. 

In the meantime, Councilman Talbert asked if there is any intention 
of purchasing additional buses or other equipment and Mayor Isen asked 
that the question be held pending budget discussions. City Manager 
Ferraro said there is one n~w bus listed in the budget. In that event, 
Councilman Talbert moved that during this period while "we are waiting 
for this re.sponse from the public until next November that we do not 
buy any further buses during this period that we are budgeted for." 
Councilman Vico seconded and roll call vote was: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Lyman, Miller, Talbert, Vico and Mayor Isen. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Sciarrotta 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Beasley. 

Council car:ididate, Blayne Asher., , 4608 Pacific Coast Highway, 
congratulated the Council on giving the people a chance to decide this 
important issue. 

The problem of what to do with bus department employees who had de
cided to stay with the City· in case of the consummation of the sale then 
again arose. With the passage of time the six months' limitation is 
becoming more stringent on temporary employees and the danger of violat
ing civil service regulations in thi s regard becomes more imminent. -. 
There are sixteen temporary posi tion.s vi.hi ch cert?,inly should be filled 
if they w~re necessary positions in the first place, Mayor Isen said. 

Mr. Sam Hunegs, Local 1117, Torrance City Employees Association, 
representative asked two questions: In November, if the Charter amend
ment passes, can he assume that "our agreement still holds", and, as to 
the positions which were filled·with temporary help, he requested that 
th~y be filled as quickly as possible with permanent employees from a 
proper ·eligible list. 

Mayor Isen moved that the positions 'be filled through proper c.ivil 
service channels forthwith; Councilman Sciarrotta seconded and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable (Councilman Beasley absent). 

Directed to Mr. Hunegs and specifically for the record, Mayor Isen 
stated there is no assurance of what Mr. Hunegs has asked for - and 
there never was - because of the several different versions of the 
ordinance, no one of which has been accepted. According to Council
man Sciarretta, the essence of the agreement is that the people who 
wish to stay with the City (from the Bus Department) would be absorbed 
into other jobs, under a six-point agreement previously made. 

Mr. Hunegs repeated that an agreement was effected in the best 
tradition of good civil service procedure and he expects when the City . 
is confronted with the same situation that said agreement will be 
observed in good faith. In ' Mayor Isen's opinion, the whole negotia
t~on would have to start again. 

Councilman Lyman stated at one stage of this matter he gave his 
word and he will not abandon that promise. 
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25. Recommendation of City Clerk that $4,150 be appropriat~d for the 
Special Municipal Election, consolidated with the Statewide Primary 
Election June 4, 1968, to place the matter of the sale of the Torrance 
Municipal Bus Line£ befor~ the people as a ballot measure. 

Mayor Isen commented that this will not be considered due to the 
other action taken this evening. 

FISCAL MATTERS: 

26. AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR SPRINKLING MATERIALS, B68-9. Recommendation 
of Finance Director that Council accept the low bid submitted by the A 
Turf Irrigation Sales Company and all , other bids be rejected. The 
amount is $3,319.58 including sales tax. 

Councilman Miller moved to concur in the recommendation as stated. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Vico and carried as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Lyman, Miller, Sciarretta, Talbert, 
Vico and Mayor Isen. · 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: None 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Beasley. 

27. EXPENDITURES OF OVER $300. 

Councilman Sciarretta moved to approve the following eight listed 
expenditures: 

A. BUDGETED: 

1. $825.56 to Brooks Products, Inc. for 150 only 3/4" and 
25 only 1-1/2" water meter boxes requested by the Water De
partment for stock as needed for water services. 

2. $573.41 to Graybar Electric Co. for necessary· miscellaneous 
wire, conduit, circuit breakers and switches needed to install 
·the new air conditioning units on top of the Engineering 
Building. 

3. $1,503.34 to Torrance Camera Shop for a nine month supply 
of film and flash bulbs needed by the Police Department for 
necessary documentation work. · 

B. SPECIAL CATEGORY - LIBRARY BOOKS: 

4. $6,190.28 to Random House Publishing, c/o Harry Rinehimer 
for 1660 juvenile title books with book process1ng kits. 

5. $1,173.38 to Collier-MacMillan Library Service for 132 
reference books. 

6. $957.08 . to Field Enterprises, Educational Corp. fo; 5 
sets of World Book Encyclopedias (20 volume sets) 

7. $9,445.33 to Carl J. Leibel, Inc. c/o A. C. Mcclurg & 
Co. for 259 reference, 800 adult non-fiction and 134 adJlt 
fiction books. 

8. $1,384.12 to Herweg & Romine for 794 adult fiction and 
non-fiction books. 

Councilman Miller seconded the motion which carried as follows: 

- ---

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Lyman, Miller, Sciarretta, 
Talbert, Vico and Mayor Isen. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: None 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Beasley. 
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AIRPORT MATTERS: 

28. RECOMMENDATION OF APPROVAL of John B. Howenstines: request for 
approval of plans for an automotiye diagnostic center located on 
the Rolling Hills Plaza Lease No. 5. 

Councilman Miller moved to concur in the recommendation to 
approve subject to other departments having jurisdiction. Council
man Sciarrotta seconded and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 
(Councilman Beasley absent}. 

29. RECOMMENDATION OF APPROVAL with conditions of Torrance Aircraft 
Company's . request for subtenancy on the Kidwell leasehold. 

Councilman Miller moved to concur in the _reconunendation, with 
the conditions attached. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Sciarrotta and carried, there being no objection. 

30. RECOMMENDATION OF DENIAL OF AMACOIL'S REQUEST for subtenancy on 
the Nallick leasehold. 

c{ty Ma.nager Ferraro said there has been- a request for one week 
postponement on Item 30 because the man cannot be present this evening. 
Councilman Sciarrotta moved to grant his request; Councilman Miller 
seconded and there was no object.ion. 

30A. This is an additional item which Mayor Isen said deals with 
Airport rezoning. City Manager Ferraro said the· request is for 
authorization of a hearing. Ma_yor Isen moved to concur with the hear
ing to be held at 5:30, April 30, 1968. Councilman Sciarrotta seconded 
and there ~as no objection. 

BUS 'SYSTEM: 

31. PROPOSED RESOLUTION revising schedule of fares and rates for 
Municipal Bus Department. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Deputy City Clerk Moss assigned a 
number and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 68-66 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE REVISING THE SCHEDULE OF FARES FOR THE 
MUNICIPAL BUS DEPARTMENT EFFECTIVE MAY 1, 1968. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to adopt Resolution No. 68-66 and his 
motion, seconded by Councilman Vico, carried as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Lyman, Miller , Sciarrotta, Vico, 
Mayor Isen. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Talbert 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Beasley. 

LIBRARY OPERATIONS: 

32. REQUEST FROM CITY LIBRARIAN for approval of internal reorganization 
of branch libraries. 

City Librarian West noted a correction to his conununication: in 
the last paragraph the request should be 10 and the present County 
Staff 9, .rather than as shown, reversed. There was no objection to 
the correction. Councilman Sciarretta moved to concur in approval 
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of the realignment of positions within the Torrance Library system. 
•Councilman Vico seconded and roll call vote was unanimously favorable 

(Councilman Beasley abse~t). 

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES: 
• I 

33. ORDINANCE NO. 1853: . 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Deputy City Clerk Moss presented 
for second reading, and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 1853 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ADDING ARTICLE 27 TO CHAPTER 2 OF DIVISION 
9 (THE LAND USE ORDINANCE) OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL 
CODE TO PROVIDE ,FOR EXTENSIONS OF TIME FOR THE 
PERFOR~.tANCE OF ACTS AND CONDITIONS RELATING TO 
CHANGES OF ZONE, VARIANCES, WAIVERS, CONDITIONAL 
USE PERMITS, PRECISE PLANS AND OTHER PLANNING AND 
ZONING MATTERS. 

Councilman Miller moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1853 at its second 
and final reading. His motion was seconded by Councilman Talbert and 
carried by unanimous roll call vote (Councilman Beasley absent). 

34 : ORDINANCE NO. 1854: 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Deputy City Clerk Moss presented 
for second reading, and read title to: · 

ORDINANCE-NO. 1854 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE fa~IBNDING SECTION 95.3.2 OF THE TORRANCE 
MUNICIPAL CODE TO PROVIDE THAT HELICOPTER LANDING 
FACILITIES MAY BE CONDITIONALLY PERMITTED IN CERTAIN 
ZONES SUBJECT TO CERTAIN OTHER RELEVANT PROVISIONS 
OF THE CODE; AND AMENDING SECTION 98.1.8 OF THE 
TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE BY ADDING SUBSECTION d) TO 
EXEMPT THE "AERONAUTICAL AREA" FROM THE LICENSE 

•· REQU!REME~""TS THEREIN, 
~ 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1854 at its 
second and final reading. His motion was seconded by Councilman Vico 
and carried by unanimous roll call vote (Councilman Beasley absent). 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

35. City Manager Ferraro commented on the_beautiful planting and 
design of Sepulveda Boulevard westerly of Western Avenue accomplished 
by Mr. Nollac, Mr. Clemmer and Staff. 

36. Mayor !sen spoke of the nice editorial in the Daily Breeze 
lauding the students in their OPERATION NEPAL which was a tremendous 
success. To encourage them and let them know the Council is behind 
this kind of activity he moved a perma plaque resolution be .presented 
at a proper time· and place. Councilman Vico seconded and roll call 
vote was: 

AYES: 

NOES: 
ABSENT: 

COUNCILMEN: Lyrnan, Miller, Sciarrotta, 
Talbert, Vico and Mayor !sen 

COUNCILMEN: None 
COUNCIU1EN: Beasley. 

Councilman Vico gave·a lot of the credit to Mrs. Otto Willett 
for her help and constant supervision and moved a perma plaque resoluti6n 
in recognition of her efforts, also. Mayor !sen ~econded and roll call 
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vote was: 
AYES: 

NOES: 
ABSENT: 

COUNCILMEN: Lyman, Miller, Sciarrotta, 
Talbert, Vico and Mayor Isen 

COUNCILMEN: None 
COUNCILMEN: Beasley~ 
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37.· Mr. William Uerkwitz said there had been an implication that he 
was unjustly accusing someone of something at the last Council meeting. 
He read three sentences from the CACCI minutes of March 7, 1968: 

"Mr. Smith asked Mr. Ciborowski- ·for information regarding the 
widening of Del Amo Boulevard and what the Redevelopment Agency 
has to do in connection with it. Mr. Wheeler said the agency 
has a contract with the City to assist wherever possible in 
the relocation of persons displaced by government action. 
Since there is no desire to disrupt the neighborhood they have 
assisted (they meaning the agency) the City in requiring some (sic) 
of the properties already." 

Also: "Mr. 'Wheeler said in some cases relocation will require 
a great deal of coordination between the welfare department and 
other agencies to give assistance." 

,,. 
Then another sentence says: " •• that the City pays the cost 
of the Redevelopment Agency in Del Amo activities." 

There was a - suggestion at the last Council meeting that this be 
checked through the Finance Department and Mr. Uerkwitz introduced Mr. 
Bill Roberts whom he said had done just that. City Manager Ferraro 
said what is now being talked about is "relocation assistance" and ex
plained that had been promised to any person whose property was affected. 
Back in 1964 in the early acquisition program some people were relocated; 
the Agency did not, nor does it acquire the property. This.would be 
equally true as to freeway site relocations. 

Advisory 
Mayor Isen commented that the Citizens/Committee for Community 

Improvement was an urban redevelopment requirement. There have been 
suggestions that the Pueblo might be the second project and perhaps 
downtown Torrance the third. This i s a most controversial subject and 
to permit the Meadow Park people to assist in any other area is to 
inflame the controversy. If there were no Meadow Park project some 
other means of assisting would be found. The personnel should be 
confined to Meadow Park and kept out of the rest of the City. Other
wise it is natural that people would become confused as to the intent. 

Mr. Ferraro explained the knowledgability of these people which 
makes them so capable of helping in these areas. 

Mr. Bill Roberts, 3937 West l88th Street, asked if the Capital 
Improvement Program 1967-73 has been approved and was told only the . 
first year has been approved - 67-68. He recalled that he had promised 
to follow through on this matter of the appraisers (negotiators) who 
have -done work for the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Torrance. 
He has investigated and found the man was paid for "real estate services". 
There was a meeting .in Mr. Schc:.rfman's office on August 24th attended by 
Mr. Scharfman, Mr. \'lln.eeler, Mr. Krenzer and Mr. Remelmeyer at which an 
oral agreement was reached to use the services of Mr. Krenzer; this was 
August of 1967. At the regular. meeti;1g of the Redevelopment Agency of 
September 5, 1967, there was unanimously passed a resolution RA67-17 
authorizing the lledevelopment Agency to execute that certain contract 
between the City of Torrance and the Redevelopment Agency. Later in 
September .of 1967, the contract between the City and the Agency was · 
ex~cuted. On October 18, 1967, Mr. Krenzer presented his first bill 
to the City of Torrance for sen.rices on September 1, 14th and 22nd for 
"real estate services on Sepulveda Boulevard". This bill was approved 
and paid out of Fund No. 26, a gas tax fund. On March 21, 1968, Mr. 
Krenzer presented another bill for services on September 6, 7, October 
20th, 23rd, 30th, December 8th, regarding "real estate acquisition 
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services on Del Amo Boulevard between Crenshaw and Van Ness"assigned 
, to Job No. 67051. As of March 22nc;1, _1968, no warrant had been 1-ssued 
for the services, and Mr. Rob~rts has no way of knm~'ing ~o .what account 
it will be cha:r:ged. He said, however, there was no purchase order or 
written contract for the -services of Mr. Krenzer. 

' 
Mr. Ferraro said Mr. Roberts has spent about a day and a half 

consulting with various people at the Redevelopment Agency and at 
City Hall and has arrived at the conclusion that Mr. Krenzer did the 
Del Amo Boulevard work on the basis of verbal authority. Mr. Roberts 
said the unpaid amount billed by Mr. Krenzer is $74.53. 

There followed some colloquy as to whether the signature of Mr. 
Isen had been in his capacity as Mayor of the City or Chairman of the 
Redevelopment Agency- or both. Mayor Isen explained to Mr. Roberts 
the administrative nature of this transaction. 

City Manager Ferraro complimented Mr. Roberts for havir1g made the
inquiry and follm·;ed through on it to the extent which is evident. 

38. Mr. Vern Smith, 2816 West 182nd Street, a member of the Citizens 
Advisory Committee, said while the committee was formed as a require
ment of the Urban renewal project, it is being carried on in the hope 
of continuing far beyond that. Although the condensed minutes of the 
Committee do not reflect the complete details, they were brought out 
at the meeting. These Redevelopment people are paid out of a different 
bank and a different fund, according to City Treasurer Rupert. There 
was no confusion on the subject at the Comrnittee meeting. Mr. Smith 
feels that the member of that committee who is a candidate for the 
Council used the information gained at the meeting in a misrepresenta-
ti ve manner • 

39. Peter Mccarroll, 2131 ·santa Cruz, spoke again of the matter he 
brought up at the last Council meeting, the operation of a business 
on the Airport by a former partner of his - without a license and 
without sufficient insurance. A plane being operated from that business 
has crashed killing three persons. 

Mr. Remelmeyer said this will be before the Airport Commission 
on Thursday evening of this week on the basis of a report and opinion 
from the Legal Department. Mr. Mccarroll said he will attend. 

The Council mee_.,ting was regularly adjourned at 10:40 p .. m. 

APPROVED: 

/1/~~~~ 
Mayor of the City of Torrance 

Edith Shaffer 
Minute Secretary 14. 

~ vJ -t)__ 
Ver-;-o~W. Coil, Cl~rk of the 
City of Torrance, California 

Council Minutes 
March 26, 1968 




