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Torrance, California
February 28, 1967

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL

OPENING CEREMONIES AND PRESENTATIONS:

1. CALL TO ORDER:

A regular meeting of the Torrance City Council was held
at 8:00 p.m., Tuesday, February 28, 1967, in the Council
Chambers of City Hall.

2. ROLL CALL:

Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Coil were:
Councilmen Beasley, Lyman, Miller, Olson, Sciarrotta, Vico,
and Mayor Isen. City Attorney Remelmeyer and City Manager

Ferraro were also present.

3. FLAG SALUTE:

At the request of Mayor Isen, Mr. Tom Zaharias led the
salute to the flag.

4. INVOCATION:

Reverend Joseph Yong, Minister of Education of Torrance
First Christian Church, opened the meeting with an invocation
and on behalf of Reverend Sippel, accepted Certificate of
Appreciation from Mayor Isen. Mayor Isen expressed gratifi-
cation that Reverend Sippel is recovering nicely from a
recent operation.

STANDARD MOTIONS:

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

On motion of Councilman Sciarrotta, seconded by Council-
man Vico, the minutes of the regular meeting held February
21, 1967, were. approved as written, there being no objection.

6. APPROVAL OF DEMANDS:

Councilman Beasley moved that all regularly audited bills
be paid. His motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarrotta and
carried as follows:

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Lyman, Miller, Olson,

Sciarrotta, Vico, and Mayor Isen.

NOES: COUNCILMEN: None.

7. .MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING:

Councilman Sciarrotta moved that after the Clerk has given
a number and read title to any resolution or ordinance on to-
night's agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, reserving
and guaranteeing to each councilman the right to demand the
reading of any such resolution or ordinance in regular order.
The motion, seconded by Councilman Beasley, carried by unan-
imous roll call vote.
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Mayor Isen gave a brief explanation of Council pro-
cedure for the benefit of the audience.

City Manager Ferraro introduced the newly appointed
City Librarian, Russell James West, who responded approp-
riately.

At the suggestion of Mayor Isen, Chief Koenig announced
that the Communications Center, Emergency Command Post of the
Torrance Police Department is parked at the Torrance Boule-
vard entrance to City Hall for all to inspect. This is a
1951 war surplus bus which has been refurbished to the tune
of about $6,000 and now has the capability of the brand new
Sheriff's Department bus which cost $40,000.

* % % %k % % k %k %k %k %k %

Mayor Isen said out of order, an addenda item would be
considered.

38. DPROPOSED RESOLUTION re charter amendment relating to
additional compensation for Mayor and City councilmen.

Mayor Isen explained this resolution would place on the
April 18th ballot a measure to make the council and mayor's
pay provisions identical with that of State law. At his
request, City Clerk Coil assigned a number and read title
toz

RESOLUTION NO. 67-38

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY

OF TORRANCE PLACING ON THE BALLOT AS ONE PRO-
POSITION AT THE SPECIAL ELECTION TO BE HELD

ON APRIL 18, 1967, TWO AMENDMENTS TO THE

CHARTER OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, TO WIT:

AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 7, ARTICLE VI RELATING

TO COMPENSATION FOR MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL
AND AN AMENDMENT TO SAID CHARTER ADDING SECTION

2 TO ARTICLE XII RELATING TO ADDITIONAL COMPENSA-
TION FOR THE MAYOR.

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to waive further reading
of Resolution No. 67-38. His motion, seconded by Councilman
Beasley, carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Councilman Beasley moved to adopt Resolution No. 67-38
and his motion, seconded by Councilman Lyman, carried by unan-
imous roll call vote.

HEARINGS:

8. VACATION OF A PORTION OF LOMITA BOULEVARD IN TENTATIVE
TRACT NO. 26076. Formal hearing on Resolution of Intention
No. 67-19 to hear any and all objections to the proposed
vacation.

Mayor Isen announced this is the time and place for the
hearing on Resolution of Intention 67-19, declaring intention
to vacate a portion of Lomita Boulevard.
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City Clerk Coil presented Affidavits of Posting and
Publication and on motion of Councilman Sciarrotta, seconded
by Councilman Beasley, they. were ordered filed by unanimous
roll call vote.

Mayor Isen inquired if anyone wished to be heard on this
matter and there was no response.

Councilman Lyman moved to close the hearing. Councilman
Beasley seconded and there was no objection.

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a
number and read title to:

RESOLUTION NO. 67-39

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF TORRANCE ORDERING THE VACATION OF A PORTION
OF LOMITA BOULEVARD IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE.

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to adopt Resolution No. 67-39.
His motion was seconded by Councilman Beasley and carried by
unanimous roll call vote.

9. VACATION OF ALLEY SOUTHERLY OF ENGRACIA AVENUE BETWEEN
LLEWELLYN AVENUE AND SANTA CLARA STREET. Formal hearing
on Resolution of Intention 67-8 to hear any and all objec-
tions to the proposed vacation.

Mayor Isen announced this is the time and place for the
hearing on Resolution of Intention No. 67-8 of any and all
objections to the proposed vacation.

City Clerk Coil presented Affidavit of Posting and of
Publication and on motion of Councilman Olson, seconded by
Councilman Vico, they were ordered.accepted . and filed, there
being no objection.

Mayor Isen inguired if anyone wished to speak on the
subject and Nickolas O. Drale came forward representing
Mr. Sol Burns.

Anticipating that this item might take some time, Mayor
Isen, with the Council's permission, ordered Item 9 held
until later in the agenda of this meeting.

PLANNING AND ZONING HEARINGS:

10. ZONE CHANGE, RALPH GARLAND AND TORRANCE PLANNING COM-
MISSION. Request for change of zone from A-1 to R-1 on
property located on the west side of Van Ness Avenue between
166th Street and the Dominguez Channel. Recommended for
approval by the Planning Commission.

This being a public hearing, City Clerk Coil presented
Affidavit of Publication which was ordered accepted and filed,
there being no objection. Mayor Isen inquired if anyone wished
to be heard and there was no. response.

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to close the hearing and his
motion, seconded by Councilman Beasley, carried, there being
no objection.
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Councilman Miller moved to concur in the recommendation
of approval by the Planning Commission. His motion was
seconded by Councilman Vico and carried by unanimous roll
call vote.

11. ZONE CHANGE, RALPH GARLAND. "Request for change of
zone from A-1 and R-2 to R-1 and C-3 on property located
on the north side of 182nd Street, and the east side of
Crenshaw Boulevard. Planning Commission recommends
approval subject to approval of a precise plan of develop-
ment on the C-3 zoned portion.

City Clerk Coil presented Affidavit of Publication and,
there being no objection, it was ordered filed.

Mayor Isen inquired if anyone wished to be heard and
there being no response, Councilman Lyman moved to close
the hearing. Councilman Miller seconded and it was so
ordered, there being'no objection.

Councilman Miller moved to concur in the recommendation
of the Planning Commission as stated and his motion was
seconded by Councilman Vico. Roll call vote was:

AYES: COUNCIIMEN: Lyman, Miller, Olson, Vico,

2 ihe - Mayor Isen. .
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley and Sciarrotta.

Councilman Beasley said he would concur in the recommenda-
tion of the Planning Department, not the Planning Commission
and after a second look, he moved for reconsideration of the
motion and Mayor Isen seconded. Roll call vote was:

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Miller, Olson,

Sciarrotta, Vico and Mayor Isen.

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Lyman.

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to concur in the recommenda-
tion of the Planning Department and Councilman Beasley seconded.

Mr. Clark Leonard of Lanco came forward but Mayor Isen
said since it appears this is going to consume considerable
time, it would have to be put off until later in the evening,
in deference to the large number of citizens present on
another matter.

It will appear again later in this meeting.

In an attempt to settle some of the non-controversial
items, Mayor Isen asked that the Council next consider Item 32.

ITEMS NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED:

32. RELEASE OF SUBDIVISION BOND, TRACT NO. 25601:

Recommendation of Director of Public Works, with con-
currence of City Manager, that subject subdivision bond
be released.

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to concur in the recommendation
stated and his motion, seconded by Councilman Beasley, carried
by unanimous roll call vote.
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33. FINAL TRACT MAP NO. 26076, SUBIDIVIDER, R. G. HARRIS.
Recommendation d Director of Public Works and Planning

Director, approved by Planning Commission with concurrence
of City Manager, that subject final tract map be released.

Councilman Olson moved to concur in the recommendation.
Councilman Beasley seconded and roll call vote was unanimously
favorable.

12. VARIANCE 66-13, ELIZABETH SENNESS, AGNES AND PETER DEL
RE. Request for a variance from the provisions of the R-1
zone to permit the operation of a disposal site for rubbish
and waste materials on property located between Crenshaw and
Madison Street 500 feet northeasterly of the southwesterly
City boundary and approximately.. 105 feet southerly of-Win-
lock Road. Recommended for denial by the Planning Commission.

City Clerk Coil presented Affidavits of Publication
and there being no objection, they were ordered filed.

Mayor Isen indicated said he had received a letter
dated February 13th from Charles D. Pratty, another letter
from Charles D. Pratty dated February 17th; a feasibility
study dated February 21 submitted by Charles P. Morgan
and Associates; a brochure of experience and qualifications
of Charles D. Pratty; a brochure.or brief from the law
offices of Maynard B. Henry dated February. 16, 1967, .approx-
imately 75 letters from homeowners in protest to the wvariance,
all of which he has.read and assumes the Council has also.
The councilmen affirmed his assumption.

City Clerk Coil has also received 26 letters from home-
ownéers in protest in addition.to those listed on the agenda
materials. -

Mayor Isen established ground rules to the effect that
the affirmative of the issue of the variance would first be
heard. The spokesman for the applicants, Attorney Maynard
B. Henry believed he could present _his clients' case in
about one hour and fifteen minutes and the opposition would
be granted equal time. Mr. Claude Hendrix and Mr. William
Borton will speak against the variance.

Whether or not the items which Mayor Isen mentioned
having received through the mail are introduced as evidence,
City Attorney Remelmeyer said is for decision by Maynard B.
Henry, the attorney for the petitioners for variance, but
as to the protesting letters, they are not .to be considered
as evidence bearing on decision.in this hearing.

Maynard B. Henry, Attorney at Law, home .address 729
Esplanade, Redondo Beach, introduced _himself as representing
Elizabeth Senness, Agnes and Peter Del Re, owners of the
subject property, and Charles D. Pratty, President of the
corporation Landfill, Inc. and the proposed operator on the
property in question.

Pertaining to _the recommended denial by the Planning
Commission, Mr. .Henry said petitioners feel they have .borne
the burden of proof_required. of a petitioner . measured by
three criteria:
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1. That there are practical difficulties
or unnecessary hardships resulting from en-
forcement of the ordinance.

2. That to grant the variance would not be
materially detrimental to. public welfare or
to the property of others in the vicinity, and

3. That it will not materially interfere with
the orderly development of the City per the
master plan.

Mr. Henry referred to statements made by Chairman Halstead
of the Planning Commission to the effect that he would be
in favor of a dump operation but not by private operators.
Three reasons were given in the Planning Commission recom-
mendation for denial and Mr. Henry quoted them from page

3 of the Planning Department/Commission transmittal letter.
He submitted that on the face of the recommendation for
denial it is wvoid and invalid; if the variance would be
advisable for a governmental agency, it would be good for
a private operator.

Three pictures were displayed on the west wall of the
Council Chamber and Mr. Henry explained what they represent.
One was an aerial photograph of the location; another an
architect's rendering of the completed park area of 3.4 acres
intended to be offered if the variance is granted; and a
further colored rendering of the whole area as completed and
developed. He pointed out the various features.

A refuse fill is not new to the land, Mr. Henry said,
and he recounted the history of the property back to 1942.
In 1948 a variance for the extraction of sand and gravel was
given by the City. Under a permit granted by the Water
Pollution Control Board on March 17, 1952, the residue of
sumps in Torrance was deposited and still remains on this
property. Through the early 1950's the property received
more waste material and a business license fee was paid each
yvear through 1966, although the property was not used for
a dump during that time. He described what would have to
be done to make the property proper for residential use and
the cost, which would be prohibitive. It would never be
suitable for other than park or recreational purposes; no
heavy buildings could be placed on it.

The applicants propose to fill this land and have one
entrance only - from Crenshaw Boulevard. The fill would follow
the excavation of sand and in time the entire property would
be filled after which Landfill, Inc. would quitclaim the
property back to the landowner. Only Class 2 and Class 3
material would be accepted; it would not be unlimited accept-
ance of waste material. He set forth the proportions of
dirt and waste material and the compaction equipment which
would be used. At the end of the final fill the top would
be covered with a minimum of two feet of clean earth; plant-
ings will be made on the berm and the entrance on Crenshaw
will be blacktopped to prevent dust and mud tracking. The
entire area would be chain link fenced during the operation.
Hours of operation would be "7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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There is a constantly declining availability of area
for disposal of waste material; eventually the land to the
south which is now being filled will be completed and more
will be needed. He said this subject land used as a dump
would benefit both the public, the City, and the entire
southern area of the County.

There is a rapidly increasing usage of the dump area
which will within a foreseeable time be completed. He
quoted from a letter written by the County Engineer's office
on the status of refuse disposal facilities in the County,
to the effect that the most critical area is the southern
portion of the County and at the anticipated rate of fill
the capacity of the combined dumps would be exhausted by
1970. The granting of this waiver or variance would insure
a continued economical manner of disposing of refuse.

Mr. Henry said the petitioner would be willing to enter
into a contract to grant easements for the widening of Cren-
shaw Boulevard adjacent to the property as it becomes neces-
sary. Any excess dirt from developing Bluff Road would be
disposed of without charge. The petitioners agree to dedicate
3.4 acres of unfilled land to .the City with the suggestion
that the City impose a use tax upon the users of this sanitary
land fill of 3% of the gross charges. They would also be
willing to accept the rubbish emanating from the City at a
charge of 25¢ per ton less than now being charged by the County.

A portion of a letter from James H. Mize, Acting Clerk
of the Board of Supervisors of Los Angeles County, to the City
of Torrance was read into the record by Mr. Henry stating in
effect that the County might possibly consider a regional park
after the property is filled.

There would be only one entrance to the dump and Mr. Henry
doubted there would be any increased traffic. He also gave
reasons why he doubted the validity of any objections from a
health standpoint. Dust and rodent problems can be easily
solved. Mr. Henry quoted from a letter dated November 25,

1966 addressed to Wm. R. Forrester which is a part of the
record. A properly operated cut and fill operation will not
have odor problems. He told also how noise would be eliminated.

Mr. Henry read into the record a letter from Culver Federal
Savings and Loan Associlation, dated September 7, 1966, addressed
to Mr. Pratty, to the effect that a termination date which can
be anticipated is better than no termination date, and should
tend to stabilize values.

Mr. Pratty has suggested, through Mr. Henry, that if the
variance is granted a condition be imposed that the City of
Torrance contract for the County of Los Angeles engineering
service for inspection of the dump, at Mr. Pratty's cost.

In conclusion, Mr. Henry urged that the variance be
granted subject to restrictions and conditions that will
insure a high type of operation. These could be determined
at a conference of the Countil, department heads and the
applicant. Mr. Henry invited questions from the Council.

Councilman Vico asked: "You say you guarantee in the

event this is granted - not that I'm going to vote for it
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tonight, I'll tell you ahead of time - but you say this
here - you say you are going to guarantee . . .

Mayor Isen cautioned Councilman Vico that he should
await the closing of the hearing before making such a
statement.

Councilman Vico continued with his question as to any
guarantee that the petitioners would abide by any promises.
He did not believe past experience would be encouraging.

Councilman Miller referred to a statement by Chairman
Halstead set forth in the Planning Commission minutes and
asked Clty Attorney Remelmeyer how the Clty s rights would
be affected if the Council denied the variance, but on other
grounds than those set forth by Mr. Halstead. There would
be no effect, Mr. Remelmeyer said, if the Council sets
forth definitely the grounds on which it might reach a
decision to deny. If the Council wishes, it can make a
decision based on the evidence rather than on concurrence
in the recommendation of the Planning Commission.

Mayor Isen's question was with respect to whether or
not Councilman Vico had disqualified himself by his state-
ment of how he intended to vote.

A short intermission was declared in order to find Mr.
Vico's statement on the tape. When the Council returned
Councilman Vico voluntarlly disqualified himself from con-
sideration of this item, in order to dispel any doubts.
Councilman Vico left the room.

Mr. Henry referred to certain documents received through
the mail by Mayor Isen and with the consent of Mayor Isen,
introduced into evidence Mayor Isen's copy of each of those
documents: two letters from Mr. Pratty as president of
Landfill, Inc., together with exhibits; a brochure of quali-
fications of Mr. Pratty, a general brochure over the signa-
ture of Mr. Henry; a communication from Charles P. Morgan.
City Clerk Coil will pick them up for filing following this
meeting. Mayor Isen asked that any markings he may have
placed on the documents for his own purposes, be 1gnored
Mr. Henry agreed. 7 '

Mayor Isen stipulated to the qualifications of Charles
P. Morgan as an engineer and appraiser and Mr. Henry quoted
from the feasibility report which Mr. Morgan prepared the
conclusion that a reclamation project on the subject property
is logical and feasible from the standpoint of all concerned.

Mr. Henry gave five small sets of pictures to the Council
for review, stating that they deplct sanitary landfills after
completing and with various uses established thereon. He
introduced the pictures into evidence.

Michael J. Clemens, Attorney at Law, 9418 Wilshire
Boulevard, stated he is one of the personal attorneys for
the landowners and confined his remarks to the negotiation
of a lease on the entire 120 acres and the economical
feasibility of the proposed operation. He repeated the
stipulation that the end use of the property would be a
golf course, bordered on the south by beautiful hillside
homes.
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Mr. Henry asked for a statement from Mr. Westcott,
consulting engineer.

Ralph Westcott, registered professional engineer resid-
ing at 5315 Linda Vista Drive, LaCanada, said he specializes
in water quality and water pollution control. He stated
his qualifications and experience in detail, and discussed
the technical aspects of the proposed landfill. He advised
reliance on the recommendations of the official agencies
who have experience in the field.

Mr. Henry said there was no further evidence on behalf
of the petitioners and Mayor Isen asked that spokesmen for
the opposition now be heard.

Mr. Claude Hendrix, 3111 Wwinlock Road, said he and Bill
Borton represent the Walteria Homeowners Association and more
than 1600 residents who have filed petitions and written
letters of protest to Variance No. 66-13. Also he said
businessmen and merchants in the area are opposed. The
Hillside School PTA opposes the variance also. He said
he credits the Council with enough interest to have studied
the minutes of the previous hearings and briefly restated
the objections previously made as to property devaluation,
nuisance and health hazards, term of operation, his doubt
of the ultimate use of the property as a privately operated
golf course, and the price Torrance residents would be asked
to pay for the 3.4 acres of proposed park. These, he said
are some of the most obvious problems to be created by a dump
operation on this property.

Mr. William Borton, 3116 Winlock Road, said the City
of Torrance is now studying a dump site of its own and told
of proposed methods of disposing of rubbish and garbage.
During the next seven years, he believes they will have been
perfected to a practical point, and eventually landfill
disposition will-be obsolete. He quoted from Engineering
Sciences report regarding possibility of fire hazard. Even
the constant watering of the location generates gas and
increases the potential hazard. He posed the question of
liability in case such a fire or explosion should materialize.
Most of the dump sites viewed on the bus trip were located
close to industrial sites rather than residential areas.
Conditions set years ago on this subject site have not been
adhered to. He mentioned the nuisance created by flocks
of seagulls which naturally hover near a dump.

Mr. Borton asked for denial without further delay.

Mr. Jeff Bradpiece of 23313 Date Avenue, refuted some
of the statements made by the petitioners' attorneys and
complained of lack of completeness of others, especially
as to hours of operation. Mayor Isen reminded him that the
main question here now is whether or not it should be granted.
Other factors would be taken care of by restrictions and con-
ditions, if granted. Mr. Bradpiece said Mr. Henry expanded
on only the first of three criteria listed. He did not think
sufficient attention or stress had been given to the objec-
tions of residents of the area. He urged denial.

~ No one else appearing to speak in opposition, Mayor Isen
invited Mr. Henry to make his rebuttal.
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Mr. Henry .referred to Mr. Borton's objections to the
Main Street dump which he described as a mistake with
respect to an experimental dump - it operates on a 24
hour basis and with no daily cover.. The material can
remain uncovered indefinitely. Mr. Henry quoted from
a statement of Mr. Bowerman of the County Sanitation
District in the Los Angeles Times of October 4, 1965,
to the effect that a rubbish site n=zed not be a mess.

Mr. Al delapp of 25803 Crest Road, said he is aware
on his way home from work of the smell of the dump which
he passes on the Harbor Freeway route. He does not look
forward to his neighborhood smelling that way.

Mayor Isen asked City Attorney Remelmeyer, with
reference to the pages and pages of material presented
with the agenda on Item 12, if it would be proper to
submit it also as evidence. Mr. Remelmeyer said most
of it is from the Planning Commission and as such a -
part of the record. As to the recommendation of the’
Water Commission, the communications from Engineering
and the Sanitation Department, they may be identified
for the purpose of being a part of the record, without
being individually read aloud into the record.

In compliance with these general suggestions by
Mayor Isen, Councilman Lyman moved that all the material
presented with Item 12 on the agenda be made a part of
the record of the hearing. . Councilman Olson seconded and
there was no objection.

.Councilman Miller asked that the Director of Public
Works expand on a . statement from his letter dated February
17, 1967 dealing with percolation of water through the
fill material and resulting gas-producing and odor problems.
Mr. Nollac explained in detail and reaffirmed his belief
that the variance should be denied. 1In answer to questions
by Mayor Isen, he stated his qualifications and experience.

City Manager Ferraro said Management has certain reser-
vations which he would like to set forth. There is no informa-
tion as yet on the design of Bluff Street, no idea of the
width or the slope or the effect on the particular site.

There is a problem of off-site water which might run over

the area, as well as the water which might be generated to
moisten down the area. Mr. Ferraro quoted from a letter

dated October 28, 1966 from the Chief Engineer of the County
Flood Control District regarding the result of placement of
decomposable material in a porous medium when subjected to
direct precipitation and irrigation such as would be applied
for the proposed recreational use of the subject area. He
qgquoted from Mr. Halstead's remarks and from Mr. Westcott's
letter - saying it is impractical to fill the site. Without
something specific, Mr. Ferraro said it is very difficult

to evaluate the accuracy of some of the statements. The
original application for 85 acres to the Regional Water Con-
trol board has been reduced to twelve; what is before the
Council is not the original application - why has it been
reduced? There has been a report that a clay seal will be

used for the test site, but very little information has been
supplied that the clay material would be impervious. Side
slope stability is another concern. Nothing has been definitely
resolved.
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Many policy matters with great impact on the City were
not discussed at Planning Commission level; one concerns
rebate of fees which is difficult to evaluate. The State
Health Department has indicated the City exercises final
judgment and they demand adequate planning and engineering.
These have not been determined.

Mayor Isen preferred the discussion be confined to the
main general issue - whether the variance should be granted.
The proposed landfill is located.near the area known as the
Palos Verdes Fault and any movement in the fault would
fracture the sealing on the 12 acre test site and that
would cause leakage into the San Pedro gravel which might
jeopardize. the guality of public water. :

- Councilman Lyman moved to close the hearing. Councilman
Sciarrotta seconded and there was no objection.

In the discussion which followed the Councilmen expressed
themselves as follows:

Councilman Lyman said several things have been discussed
which are not germane; one is who . is to operate the dump: the
City, the County, or these petitioners. This, he said is
immaterial. The gquestion is whether or not the City wants
this type of operation in what is residential and commercial
area. . Granting for argument's sake that the objectionable
factors could be controlled, there are many types of activi-
ties not desirable or suitable in a residential and commer-
cial area. Mr. Lyman said he was shocked to see how close
the residences are. As to the claimed hardship, it was
created by the people who are now complaining of it and
telling how it can be cured. Some thought should have been
given to the end result before the mining operation started.
It is not.the responsibility of -the City to make a park out
of every eyesore created, nor to extricate the petitioners
from a situation into which they have placed themselves.

He said he does not have sufficient information or knowledge
to form an opinion on the walidity of the technical data.

Councilman Olson said his statement would be generally
the same as that made by Councilman Lyman. Perhaps years
ago the Council at that:time was presented a rosy picture
of great improvement, but now this Council is.faced with
this dilemma which must be solved. Perhaps the Council
here and now is only creating a problem for a future Council.
What happens if the hole is not completely filled in the
allotted time? The nine-hole privately operated golf course
proposed would be immediately adjacent to an eighteen-hole
County course to the south on the landfill mnow being operated.
What happens if the nine-hole course does not prove economic-
ally advantageous at the end of the ten years? (What about that
ten years-interim? Mr. Olson said he has worked close to a
dump for the past five years and even though it is operated
by the good staff of the City, it creates many problems.
The proposal seems to lack any guarantees to the City and to
the witizens. . / ¢ o 2

Councilman Miller said a dump, or ‘landfill certain does
affect values. . He agreed with Councilman Lyman about the
practical hardship being self-made. He said it is unreal-
istic to ask the City Council to approve a landfill so close
to residences. The pertinent City departments have recommended
for disapproval and Councilman Miller concurs and will vote
"NO - n
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Councilman Sciarrotta said his vote will not be based
on the three reasons given by the Planning Commission. He
does not care who would be operating the dump - the question
is - should it be there? He has visited the site and does
not think it is compatible to the neighborhood. He believes
the Council can take for granted that there will be rats in
and near a dump - his vote will be "No."

Councilman Beasley said he was not on the Council when
Torrance Sand & Gravel was granted a permit to start their
operations, nor when the permit was granted -to start a dump.
But, having lived in that area for about twenty-two years,
he has been aware of the various problems. The hole in the
ground is there and represents a scar on the face of the
City. It will become greater as sand and gravel are ex-
tracted. He had hoped Management could make some recom-
mendation to alleviate the condition, but they have not.
Also on the Council agenda tonight, he said, is a proposal
by Management of the City of Torrance to establish a forty-
two acre dump just a short distance from City Hall, and also
near residences.

Mayor Isen corrected Mr. Beasley's statement,;. saying
no decision has been made on this subject. Whether this
statement by Mr. Beasley is made wittingly, or unwittingly,
it must be corrected. Mr. Beasley repeated that the Public
Works Committee of which Mr. Lyman is chairman has considered
the proposed dump north of City Hall and placed it on to-
night's agenda. While it does not seem that the variance
considered in Item 12 will be granted, there is a big"
question of what should be done and a lot of information
which should be forthcoming before he would feel like voting
on it.

Mayor Isen said he is completely familiar with the site
and the problem even though the variance to permit extraction
of the sand and gravel was prior to his being on the Council.
He noted Mr. Schoonover in the audience who has also been
very aware of the problems over these years. There were
strict conditions which werenot complied with; at one time
an "iron monster" was placed practically in the residents'
backyards, with no permit. The Council required that it be
moved and camouflaged as much as possible. Strict planting
requirements were made, but not followed. He suggested that
the Planning Department spend some time on this to prepare
a history and chronology of the whole project. Before those
excavations get too deep, he thought it should be determined
how far this can proceed, what violations there have been
and get some perspective on this problem without compounding
it with more problems.

Mayor Isen referred to Chairman Halstead's remarks,
stating they need no defense.  Governmental control in the
public interest is a better way of handling.a bad situation.
Governmental operators cannot have the same profit motive
as does an independent operator. Even Mr. Henry's brief
supplements Mr. Halstead and Mayor Isen's view on this
subject, intentionally or otherwise. Mayor Isen spoke of
his membership on the Sanitation District which he said is
a very efficiently and effectively organized board.

However, Mayor Isen said he does not believe the propon-

ents have met their burden of proof. He is convinced that
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granting such a variance would be detrimental to the
public welfare. There is a possibility of continuous
nuisance and health hazards for ten years and he cannot
in good conscience ask a good sized segment of Torrance's
population to pay the price.

In conclusion, Mayor Isen moved to concur in the
recommendation of the Planning Commission that the request
be denied. A "Yes" vote will be for denial of the. vari-
ance. Councilman Lyman seconded the motion which carried
as follows:

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Lyman, Miller, Olson,

Sciarrotta and Mayor Isen.

NOES: COUNCILMEN: None

ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Vico.

A ten minute recess was declared at 11:15 following
which Councilman Vico returned to the Council Chambers.

On motion of Councilman Sciarrotta, seconded by Coun-
cilman Beasley, the Council meeting was recessed for the
purpose of holding the meeting of the Redevelopment Agency
of the City of Torrance, at 11:25 p.m. The Council re-
convened at 11:30 p.m.

9. VACATION OF ALLEY, etc.

This is a resumption of this item from page 3 of these
minutes.

Mr. Drale did not believe the requirements were reason-
able and stated other people in the City have not been re-
quired to install curbs and gutters, for instance at 190th
and Crenshaw. He thought it most unusual that the dedica-
tion of seven feet to widen Santa Clara Street be asked of
this small property owner. Mr. Drale read from the trans-
mittal letter the requirements there stated.

Public Works Director Nollac said Staff saw no reason
to alter the requirements. However, further on in his recom-
mendation, there is an alternate solution, in that it has
not been determined whether or not Santa Clara Street will
be needed. If it is determined that Santa Clara Street is
not needed in this area, then the City would merely vacate
back that which is presently there and that which would be
dedicated. Mayor Isen suggested that if the vacation is
made, that Mr. Burns put up the surety bond and argue the
balance of the matter later.

City Treasurer Rupert suggested in lieu of the bond,
that the amount be established and a Certificate of Deposit
obtained. This would save the expense of the bond and would
draw interest. The City of Torrance would be named as co-
owner of the certificate of deposit.

Twenty-five hundred dollars was agreed upon as the amount
based on the compromise recommendation that the Council may
choose to delete the responsibility of paving the traveling
lanes (24 feet wide from Engracia to Mullin) while retaining
the requirement for dedication, curb and gutter, walk and
make-up paving.
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Councilman Miller moved to close the hearing; Council-
man Beasley seconded and there was no objection.

‘The proposed resolution was not considered and Mayor
Isen asked that there be a condition that the Council approves
the compromise as suggested by Mr. Nollac on page 2 of the
transmittal letter and that Mr. Burns be required to post
a $2500 Certificate of Deposit as set forth therein, with
the City as co-owner, interest to be payable to Burns and
in the event the City has not gone ahead within one year
but has decided not to improve, but to abandon Santa Clara
Street, that the Certificate of Deposit be returned intact
with the City having no interest therein. Specifically,
there was added the notation that the proponent dedicate
the seven feet required. Councilman Sciarrotta seconded
the entire suggestion (which Mayor Isen stated would be
in the form of a motion) and roll call vote was unanimously
favorable.

City Attorney Remelmeyer asked that the resolution not
be adopted until the conditions are met.

11. ZONE CHANGE, RALPH GARLAND:

"This is also a resumption of an item which appears on
page 4 of these minutes.

‘Clark Leonard of Lanco Engineering said there is a
petition on file from people living northerly of the site
in favor of the zone change. Fifty people attended the
Planning Commission hearing in favor and a good portion
of those had been opposed to establishing Gemco store.
Also interested were people who live west of Crenshaw and
east of Van Ness. There is an existing gas station and
a retail dairy store occupying roughly half of the proposed
area. On the other half, the proponent is asking for a
precise plan that would give control over anything that
would go in and would assure a good development. One hun-
dred foot depth allows for adequate parking and a nice depth
store. Mayor Isen did not think a fifty foot store is deep
enough. Comparison was made with the stores south of Sepul-
veda on the east side of Crenshaw Boulevard.

Mr. Leonard said a-three hundred foot depth would come
to the east side of Atkinson Avenue . There would be a mini-
mum depth of 150 feet and no alley. The lots are 6,000
sqguare feet although some are less than 100 feet in depth.
Mr. Leonard said there is an approved tract map which does
not show 180th Street going through. The approval is con-
tingent on the rezoning. If 300 feet is insisted upon there
would be a cul de sac pattern developed, over six hundred
feet long which would meet with opposition from the Fire
Department.

Councilman Beasley withdrew any objection he had ex-
pressed and Councilman Olson asked how many lots are below
6,000 square feet. Mr. Leonard said the minimum is 5500
and is compatible with the surrounding area. Mayor Isen
asked Mr. Leonard if the proponents agree to the conditions
set forth by the Planning Department and Mr. Nollac and
Mr. Leonard said they would prefer the conditions approved
by the Planning Commission. All conditions will come
before the Council on a tract map.
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Councilman Beasley moved (evidently as a substitute
motion because there is a motion to concur with the Planning
Department's recommendations on page 4 of these minutes and
it had not been voted on) that the Council concur in the
recommendation of the Planning Commission. Councilman
Sciarrotta seconded.

Mr. Ward Gray of 18006 Atkinson Avenue said he had
favored Gemco as a single commercial development as op-
posed to a bunch of smaller developments. However, he
does not approve of minimum size lots and strip commercial
on Crenshaw. He wondered if the development of Crenshaw
is going to have to await completion of this tract. There
is no particular objection to the housing tract but there
is objection to any access through to 182nd Street which
would in effect make Atkinson Avenue an off-ramp to Cren-
shaw.

Mayor Isen read from the Planning Commission minutes
Chairman Halstead's clarification of his "Yes" vote.

Mr. Gray asked the extent of the commercial and Planning
Director Shartle said there would be commercial on Crenshaw;
the tract map shows how the lots would be laid out. The
zoning would be according to the zoning map and the area
that would remain R-1 would be subdivided in according to
"the map that you have here".

Mayor Isen again complained of the Planning Commission
passing tract maps - what happens if the Council does not
pass them? He said the way this has been handled indicates
poor ethics.

Mr . Gray again mentioned Mr. Halstead's remarks about
North Torrance's substandard lots and Mr. Beasley explained
the reason that North Torrance does have lots below 6,000
square feet. Councilman Olson said under the circumstances
it might be well to investigate the merits of deleting one
lot in the interests of enlarging the others. Mr. Leonard
said Mr. Garland has had no difficulty in selling houses
which are in the identical situation - backing up to com-
mercial. However, he promised consideration of Councilman
Olson's suggestion.

Roll call vote on concurrence in the Planning Commission's
recommendations was:
AYES: COUNCIIMEN: Beasley, Lyman, Miller, Olson,
Sciarrotta, Vico
NOES: COUNCIIMEN: Mayor Isen (in protest because he
thinks there is a beautiful piece
of property being completely
butchered) .
SECOND READING ORDINANCE:
35. ORDINANCE NO. 1750.
At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil presented
for second reading, and read title to:
15. Council Minutes
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ORDINANCE NO. 1750

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 1748
BY PROVIDING THAT THE LIBRARY BOND
PROPOSITION INCLUDE THE ACQUISITION AND
CONSTRUCTION OF BRANCH LIBRARIES.

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to adopt Ordinance No.
1750 at its second and final reading. His motion was
seconded by Councilman Vico and carried by unanimous
roll call vote.

PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS:

13. APPEAL OF WAIVER 66-110, ANNA AND I. LEVANAS.
Communication regarding said appeal of side yard and
rear yard setback.

This matter is being continued to March 14th, an
eight o'clock meeting.

14. RESUBMITTAL OF APPEAL ON WAIVER 66-109, DONALD
WOODWARD. The Planning Commission denied this request
to construct a room addition within 15'9" of the rear
property line and said addition being wider than one-
half of the width of the lot. Property located at
4540 Cadison Avenue.

Councilman Beasley moved to concur in denial but
his motion died for lack of a second.

Mr. Woodward was present and Councilman Miller said
he should be heard.

Mr. Woodward referred to a letter on the stationery
of Jonathan Jones, Trident Construction Co., Inc., signed
by himself and Mr. Jones and stated he bases his presenta-
tion on the contents of that letter. To change the plan
would make the rooms too small to be worth while.

Planning Director said there must be some place to
draw the line or there would be no rear yard left at all.
It is necessary to maintain open space even on hillside
yards. Even though a family expands, it is not necessarily
automatically true that the home should be permitted to
expand into the yard space which would not have originally
been permitted to be built on.

Mr . Woodward said if he is not allowed to do this, he
will probably find it necessary to move out of the City of
Torrance. With his growing family, he needs another bath-
room and a family room and that is what is wants to add.
He has written consents from the neighbors on either side.

Councilman Vico seconded a motion by Mayor Isen to

grant the proposed waiver. The motion carried as follows:
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Lyman, Miller, Vico, Mayor Isen.
NOES: COUNCIIMEN: Beasley, Olson, Sciarrotta.
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REAL PROPERTY:

18. REPORT RE MASTER PLAN OF CITY HALL COMPLEX submitted
by Council Committee.

Mr. Wendell Mounts was present representing Earl
Heitschmidt and Associates, the architects with whom the
agreement for services is to be made. He stated that the
$7500 would be proportionately apphicable to the cost of
any building that would be done; it is a deductible item.
Mayor Isen preferred that the pay be by hours, with a
ceiling. Mr. Mounts said the engineering involved, the
schematics, the necessary presentation by the hour would
add up to $§7500 - it will take a good man four months.

A decision is necessary as to how best to use what the
City has here at Civic Center. Assistant City Manager
Scharfman confirmed that there are many ways to solve a
space problem and he named some of the alternatives which
could be utilized here. If the agreement is signed; if
the construction recommended is fully followed through
these architects will credit the $7500 against their fee.

Public Works Director Nollac said the Civic Center
Complex is a perfect example of why the City should hire
the best architects obtainable to plan for the future.

Councilman Miller said he would back up the Committee
and moved to concur in the findings and recommendation it
made. Councilman Beasley seconded and roll call vote was:

AYES: COUNCIIMEN: Beasley, Lyman, Miller,

Olson, Sciarrotta, Vico.

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Mayor Isen (too much dough!)

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned
a number and read title to:

RESOLUTION NO. 67-40

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING

THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND
ATTEST THAT CERTAIN AGREEMENT DATED JANUARY
31, 1967, WITH EARL HEITSCHMIDT AND ASSOCIATES
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO ACCOMPLISH A
MASTER PLAN OF THE CITY HALL COMPLEX.

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to adopt Resolution No.
67-40 and his motion, seconded by Councilman Miller, carried
as follows:

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Lyman, Miller,

Olson, Sciarrotta, Vico.

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Mayor Isen (for the same reason as

set forth above).

¥ % % % % % % % % % % %

Attorney Gordon Phillips appeared on behalf of his client,
Mr. Wechsler who owns property at Van Ness and Artesia. He
received C-3 zoning in December, 1966 and now has been noti-
fied that the property is going to again be rezoned.
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Mayor Isen set forth the circumstances as he remembered
them and Planning Director explained .as follows:

Mr. Wechsler owns a considerable amount of frontage on
Artesia west.of.Van Ness - clear down to the brickyard.
Some time ago he applied for rezoning A-1 to C-2. It was
determined that the property would be zoned C-2 in its
entirety, but the corner portion of it remained in A-1,
controlled C-2 zoning. The balance of the. property was
€C-2. Public hearings were held to rezone the corner from
A-1, controlled C-2, to C-2, and the Planning Commission
agreed, provided the owner would agree to a precise plan
on the whole property. When it came to the Council, they
said they agree but do not want a precise plan and said
they would rezone it . C-3. Planning thought what was meant
was the corner piece and brought back the corner piece
C-3 and the Council said that was not their intention;
they wanted the whole area C-3. Now, the balance of it
must be advertised and that is what is being done. Mr.
Remelmeyer agreed there could be no rezoning without
advertised public hearings.

Mr. Phillips said he understands the property is now
up for rezoning to C-R, and he feels he has taken two steps
backward. He asked how much of Mr. Wechsler's property,
if any, was advertised for the last hearing before the
Planning Commission. Mr. Shartle said none of it was
advertised for C-3; it was A-1 to C-2 and the only part
that could be so changed was the part that was actually
A-1 and that was the corner - about one hundred feet.

Mr. Shartle said the Council then referred it to the
City Attorney for correction of the ordinance, to make it
C-3. This can be done but it may not fit the ultimate
decision on the entire property. Mayor Isen believed the
only reason he voted on it was to consider properties
other than Wechsler's.

Councilman Beasley advised that it be advertised a
possible C-1, C-2, C-3, C-R and all of them. Mr. Shartle
said that is the intention.

There seemed to be nothing that the Council could do
and the matter will again be before the Planning Commission.

36. PROPOSED RESOLUTION declaring intention to award
franchise to Southern California Edison Company and pro-
viding for publication of notice of public hearlng.
Resubmitted as an addenda item.

Councilman Olson said this and Item 37 should be con-
sidered. They were taken from the last agenda because the
South Bay Councilmen's Association was studying a higher
price rate. These are contracts for franchises which have
already been negotiated by the City Attorney and City
Manager. Mr. Olson said a committee studied this and made
a recommendation as to what would be a fair rate to the
City, and that recommendation would be presented next week
if it appears it is too late to go into it tonight.

Mr. Andy Chuvarski was present from Standard Gas Com-
pany and said the company is anxious to get under construc-
tion; it has taken over a year to negotiate this. Mr.
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Remelmeyer said the resolution is only a Resolution of
Intention; no particular terms are agreed to. The resolu-
tion contains some basic information and the notice con-
tains some terms. Both can be changed within reason.

Mr. Chuvarski asked if the lines could be put in sub-
ject to approval of these negotiations. The immediate
need is assurance that if the company will accept these
new flexible rates, it can get started.

Councilman Olson moved to grant permission, evidently
on both Items 36 and 37 - which is similar to Item 36,
except it involves Standard Gas Company in place of Southern
California Edison Company - to lay their lines, subject to
agreement on the new franchise rates. Councilman Lyman
seconded the motion and there was no objection.

* % % % % % % % % % %

Another matter to be continued to March 14th was men-
tioned - the conditional use permit for the theatre on the
Jefferson lease. Mr. Levitt agreed to the delay. Council-
man Miller moved to continue the matter to March 14th, an
eight o'clock meeting; Councilman Olson seconded and there
was no objection.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:50 a.m. Wednesday,
March 1lst, 1967.

All items not heard tonight are to be back on the
agenda for the March 7th meeting of the Council.

e é} /
Vet
Vernon W, Coil, Clerk bf the
City of Torrance, California

APPROVED: » —

Mayor of the City of Torrance
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