
112 

lUNtrri5 OF A Ric;lULAR MEETING 
OJ' THi BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, california, 
January 15, 1924 

A reg\llar meeting of the Board of Trustees of the City of Torrance 
was held in the .council Chambers at Torrance, California, Jan\lary 15, 1924, 
and was called to order at 7:00 PM. by President Gilbert. The follQWing 
Trustees were present: Fitzh\lgh, Proctor, Smith, Zeller and Gilbert. Absent: 
None. 

The minutes of the regular meeting of January'2, 1924 were read and 
approved as read. 

Clerk Bartlett read: 
"Hon. Board of Trustees, 
City of Torrance. 
Gentlemen: 

The Board of Directors of the Chamber of Commerce at their regular 
meeting held Tuesday afternoon, Jan. 15, 1924, paeaed a motion allking YO\lr 
honorable body to consider an Ordinanoe making a boulevard atop at Cabrillo 
& Carson Street, at a .peed of not more than 10 miles per hour. 

R •• pectfully s\lbmitted, 
Harry F. Gadeky, 

Secy C of C." 

On motion by. Tr\lstee Smith, seconded by Trustee Fitzhugh, and a majority 
vote, aotion on above req\lest vas laid over until the next meeting. 

The Seaboard Petroleum Corporation filed an application tor tranchise, 
as read by the Clerk, asking tor t.he regular 40 year tranohise; aleo 
applying for right to construct and maintain all traps, manh~les, appliances, 
connections and attachments as may be necessary for the purpose of .atety and 
efficiency of operating and maintaining said pipe line. tlOO.OO acoompanied 
the application to cover oosts and incidental expenses. 

Trustee Sm1th moved that the above request for franchi.,. be granted in 
accordance with the Ordinance,therefore, and that the Clerk be instr\lcted to 
advertise for bids as usual. Trustee Proctor seconded the motion which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: 

AYES; Truetees: Fitzhugh, Proctor, Smith, Zeller and Gilbert. 
NOES; Truet.es: None. 
ABSEN!'; Tr\lstees: None. 

Complying with the written request of the County Auditor, the following 
Resolution was dictated by lDsineer Jellsup: 

RESOLUTION NO. 157 
Be it resolved that the aseesement under Resolution of Intention No.45 

against Lot 7, Tract No. 5925 be rescinded and cancelled and the County 
Auditor is hereby authorized to remove said assessment from the 192::1 'I'ax 
rolls and cancel the entire assessment for the remainder of the period of 
time covered by lIame. 

AYES; Trueteee: Fitzhugh, Proctor, Smith, Zeller and Gilbert. 
NOES; Trustees: None. 
ABSENT; Trustees: None. 

The complaint of t.Ir. Winters regarding the speed of cars, trucks and 
especially oil workers along Susana and Carson was referred to the police 
department with inetructicns to watch these streets particularly. 

Tr\lltee Fitzhugh brought \lp the question of heavy trucks, expecially 
those owned by the Superior Oil Co., \leing the residence streets for their 
operations, as this was against the Ordinance. Chief Anderson stated 
that ile had stopped one such truck but the driver claimed that on aceount 
of the long load, he could not turn on Border Avenuej the Chief also 
stated that signs had been received for the purpose 01 Warning trucks 
against the \lse of residence streets. 

It was stated that the barrier across the st.reet at the school had 
been fixed up so that traffic was going around t.he right way, but that 
the barrier at the east end would eventually have to be moved nearer the 
school to allow the use of !!i!2.a Avenue. 
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· As certain bids, as advertised, were to be opened, publicly, at 8:00 
P.M., Clerk Bartlett read the fOllowing: 

"To the Board ot Trustees 
of the City of Torrance, 
Gentlemen: 

We hereby bid the sum of Three Hundred (J300.00) Dollars for a 
fourty year franchise tor the use of a portion of Border Street as per 
app~ication of Torrance Winnow Glass Company now on file with the City 
Clerk ot the City of Torrance, and certified check in 'the sum of One 
Hundred and 00/100 Dollars (.100.00) for costs, and certified check 
in the sum of Five Hundred and 00/100 Dollars , (~500.00) as evidence of 
good faith. 

Signed: Western Sheet Glass Co. 
C.L. Bisbee, Sec'y." 

Trustee Proctor moved that the bid be acce.)ted and the francilise 
granted according to regulations. Trustee Fitzhugh seconded the motion 
which was duly carried by the following roll ca~l vote: 

AYES; Trul3tees: Fitzhugh, Proctor, Smith,Zeller and Gilbert. 
NOES; Trustees: None. 
ABSENT; Trustees: None. 

The Associated Oil Company tendered a bid for a certain Pipe Line 
franchise, to-wit: 
"Honorable Board of Trustees. 
City of Torrance, Calif. 
Gentlemen: 

The undersigned, Associated Oil Company, hereby bids and offers 
the sum of ~100.00 for that certain franchise for which bids are 
receivable by .you until eight o'clock P. M. January 15, 1924, granting 
the right for a period of forty years to lay, construct, maintain and 
operate pipe lines in all Streets and Alleys in that part of the City of 
Torrance described in the application of the Associat'ed Oil Company for 
franchise and which is now on file with the ,City Clerk of the City of 
Torrance. 

There is enclosed herewith certified check No. 103 in the amount 
of ~100.00 for the full amount of 'said Bid. 

'I'here is also enclosed herewith certified check No.102 in the 
amount of ~500.00 as evidence of good faith which ;)500.00 shall be 
returned at the eXpiration of one year, it at that time there shall have 
been laid under the franchise and actually used at least one-half mile of 
pipe line. 

Signed: Associated Oil Company, 
By Harrison Guio. 

- - ~ - - - - --Trustee Smith moved that the bid of the Associated Oil Company be 
accepted and a franchise granted in conformity with the Ordinance there­
fore. Trustee Proctor seconded the motion which was duly carried by 
the following roll call vote: ' 

AYES; Trusteee: Fitzhugh, Proctor, Smith, Zeller and Gilbert. 
NOES; Trustees: None. 
ABSENT; Trustees: None. 

Mr. Hennessy, of the Associated Oil Co., asked that a Resolution 
be passed accepting the bid. 

Trustee Zeller reported that the Auditor was busy on the books, 
but that it was going to take more time than anticipated to go over last 
six months work, l,he Trustee also submitted a ,trial balance to Jan. :j, 1924. 

Truetee Proctor reported that the City no,,' had a good foundation for a 
beautiful park on El Prado, and he thought that now was the ' time to plant 
some, trees anc! layout walks if walks were thought necessary; that there 
was still money left over from the amount allovled hilll for, improvements. 

It Beemed to. be the opinion of the Board that a prospectu6 should be 
be drawn up shov,ing different ways of ha.ndling the park so that the best 
way might 'be chosen, also that !.!rs. Torrance might be interested enough to 
have plans submitted. 

As to the park in El Prado furt!Jer south, Trustee Proctor mentioned 
that it would make a good plot for tennis courts and croquet grounds, and, 
vlith a walk along the sides, would be a place of beauty instead of a 
nuisance ao at present. 



114 

l. 

Engineer Jeesup stated that he had gone over the eituat~on down on 
Arlington and Camino Real as to water main extensions; that it would cost 
about $123Q.OO for enough 4 inch riveted steel pipe and about $1600.00 for 
the 6 inch pipe; that the whole improvement would cost about $3200.00, 
this would include hydrants, etc j that, though no definite understanliing 
had been reached with the Dominguez Land Co., he thought that if the City 
would ' pay $1500.00 toward the improvement ', the Dominguez Land Co. would 
do the rest. 

Truetee, Proctor Cloved that the City Engineer be empowered to 1:,0 aheat; 
with the proposition to the amount of l1500.00, acting with the Dominguez 
Land Co. Trustee Fitzhugh seconded the motion whi'ch \tas duly carried by 
the follovoing roll call vote: 

AYESj Trustees: Fitzhugh, Proctor, S~ith, Zeller and Gilbert. 
NOESj Trustees: None. 
ABSEHI'; Trustees: None. 

Mr. Jessup reported that it , would cost about ,~1500.00to move the 
old booster pump to the new location as there was a good deal involved in 
the workj also that the dedication of this park was not decided upon as 
yet j that if the City offered ;)1000.00 to help out this wo.rk, it ''lould 
be something for the Dominguez Land Co. to act upon. 

Tr.ustee Smith moved that, in view of the fact that no budget had 
been arranged, the matter be laid over until the next meeting. Trustee 
Zeller seconded the motion which was duly carried. 

The Engineer reported that the contract for t he paving in the 
Plaza Del Amo and the L~rtina di&tricts had been signed and the bonds 
aplJroved. 

Trustee SIl'.ith reported that, as the Police Department had been Viell 
taken care of at present, he thouBht it was now time to take up the 
needs of the fire department, tnat the department had submitted a 
requeEt that the 16 active members of the department be a Howed $1.00 
each for the drills--a drill being held each week. After 80me discus~ 
sion of the proposition Trustee Smith moved that the 16 active mel'!lbers 
of the fire department be allowed $1.00 each pH drill that is, to each 
member present at the drill. Truetee Proctor seconded the motion which 
wus duly carried by the following roll call vote: 

AYESj Trustees: Fitzhugh, Proctor, Smith, Zeller and Gilbert. 
NOESj Trustees: None. 
ABSENTj Trustees: None. 
In the matter of cOlllpensation, Trustee Smith moved that each mem­

ber present at. a fire be allowed $2.50 for the first hour and $1.00 
per hour for each additional hOUT coneumed in fire-fighting or arrang­
ing equipment afterwards. Truetee Fitzhugh seconded the motion which 
wae duly carried by the follOWing roll call vote: 

(l~o tillte waD' set for the allowances to start, unless they 
meant from date.) 

AYESj Tr~stees: Fitzhu~h, Proctor, Smith, Zeller and Gilbert. 
NOES j Truetees: None., 
ABSENT; Trustees: None. 

Trustee Smith also reported that in the ~tter of fire equipment, 
the department had ,at present 1300 feet of good hose, but that this 
amount was not enough, and recommended the purchase of 700 ft. of 
2t" double jacket standard fire hose. 

Trustee Proctor moved that the Clerk be instructed to advertise for 
bids for 700 feet of 2t" double jacket standard fire hose. Trustee 
Emith seconded the motion which was duly carried by the following r'oll 
(;all vote: 

AYESj Trustees: Fitzhugh, Proctor, Smith, Zeller and Gilbert. 
'NOESj Trustees: None. 
ABSEh~j Trusteee: None. 

Incidental equipment for the fire depart-went 5uch as smoke I"asks hose 
jacket, 6 spanners, 4t to 4 suction reducer, etc, probable cost of which 
\:ould be ~108.00, Vias mentioned by 'l1rustee Smith. 

'I'rustee FitzhuBh moved that the requisition for the above x::entioned 
equipment be honored. Trustee Proctor seconded the motion which was duly 
carried by the following roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fitzhugh, Proctor, Smith, Zeller and Gilbert. 
NOESj Trustees: None. 
ABSENTj Trustees: None. 
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The question of a hall of some kind for the meeting place of the fire 

department was u~ntioned by Trustee ,Smith, who stated that it was very incon­
venient for them to meet in the police quarters--and there was no desirable 
place to hold their business meetings or initiations. 

Mr Jessup stated that plans had practically been completed for a room on 
the north &ide which would provide a hall the same width as the other two 
rooms j that it would be one story nigh and conform to the rest of the buildingj 
that the estimated cost was from 1800 to 2000 dollars. 

The matter was brought up, .said Trustee Smith, only for the consideration 
of the Board, in the absence of a budget. 

On motion by Trustee Proctor, seconded by Trustee Smith, and a majority 
vote, the fire house addition was laid over until next meeting. 

A fire hazard was mentioned as being located behind the El Prado 
building, there being a shoot from the upper story continually full of boxes, 
papers and trash of all kinds. Trustee Smith was advised that there lIas an 
Ordinance covering the above, and he immediately instructed Chief Anderson 
to apprize those responsible that action v:ould be taken if the place was not 
cleaned anti the menace removec!. , 

The matter of hauling nitro-glycerine through the main streets of the 
City--thereby causing an unnecessary danger to Hfe and property--was 
referred to the City Attorney and the Ordinanc'8 committee. 

On motion by Trustee Smith, seconded by Trustee Zeller, and a I~ajority 
vote, the discussion of the new lighting rate was postponed until the next 
meeting. 

Clerk Bartlett reported the need of an adding machine for the use of the 
office generally, stating that, they had been using sawples for some time past, 
but that the different br"antis hac about run out , so requested that the office 
equipment be enhanced to t,hat extent. 

Trustee Proctor moved that the Clerk be empowered to add an adding 
IilD.chine to his equipment. Trustee Smith seconded the l;lotion which was uuly 
carried by the follOWing roll call vote: 

AY,g5j Trustees: Fitzhugh, Proctor, Smith, Zeller and Gilbert. 
NOESj Trustees: None. 
ABSENT; Trustees: None; 

"l\egardingtheBoulevard and School stope ': said Trustee Zeller, "I read 
that the City oiLos Angeles b not satisfied with them and are repealing the 
Ordinance. As Los Angeleu, aftsr having had experience, is finding con­
ditione unsatistactory 'under these Ordinances, had we not better hold up a 
little on the propoeition until \1e find oui. more abbut it." 

Chief Anderson advised the Boa,rd that he had everything ready to go 
ahead with the signs and street marking as soon as the Ordinance "Hit; finally 
passed-j that the reason ,Los Angeles. was changing was on account of their 
intention of putting in lights to replace signs. 

Truste.e Smith moved that the proposed Ordinance be referred ba.ck to the 
Ordinance committee for further coneideration until the next meeting. 
Trustee Fitzhugh seconded the motion which was duly carried. 

Trustee Fitzhugh mentioned the fact that ,a gre<\t ,number of alley 
returns were l'.1ud holes in the winter and in the Sl .. lIll1l1er, duet heaps; that 
there ought to be some way in which these alleys could 'be made passable. It 
was suggested that tIr .• Gascoigne could put part of his force to work on theLi 
and uee nome ,old Willite for filling. Engineer Jessup estimated tbat it 
would cost about $50.00 each to pave them ann he disliked the idea of 
;.>atcl.ing "Lhem up in a temporary manner as the traffic would soon break them 
through. 

'On motion by Trustee Proctor, seconded by Trustee ntzhugh, and a 
majority vote, same was referred to ths Engineer for way" anti means and 
recoliulendations. 

President Gilbert ordered a return to unfirIished busineus liS the City 
Engineer has the western Avenue proceedings ready to l)re!;ent. Plans, pro­
files, etc. shovling elevationEl were subluitted ror the insjJEiction of the 
Board, the Engineer explaining that a 3~ inch concrete base with a 2{- inch 
Willite covering was contemplated. After the plano had been duly considered, 
Mr. Jessup read: 

! 
: .• j 
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RESOLUTION NO. 1~8 

A RESOLtrl'ION ADOPTING PLANS AND PROFILES 
FOR THE PAVING 01<' WESTERN AVENUE AND A 
PORTION OF EL PRADO IN THE CITY OF TORRAHCE 

Trustee Proctor moved that Resolution No. 158 be adopted as read, and 
the same filed in the office of the City Clerk. Trustee Smith seconded the 
motion which was dqly carried by the following roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fitzhugh, Proctor, Smith, Zeller and Gilbert.' 
NOES; Trustees: None. 
ABSENT; Trustees: None. 

Engineer Jessup read: 
RESOLUTION NC. 159 

A RESOLUTION ADOP'l'ING SPECn'ICATIONS FOR 
THE PAVING OF WESTERN AVENUE AND A PORTION 

OF EL PRADO 
Trustee 5mi th moved that Res olut ion No • 159 be adopted as read, and the 

same filed in the office of the City Clerk. Trustee Fitzlmgh £leconded the 
(,lotion w::ich wat: duly carried by the follo'.'.'ing roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fitzhugh, Proctor, Smith, Zeller and Gilbert. 
NOESj 'l'rustees: None. 
ABSE1'1l'; Tru.stees: None. 

Engineer Jessup dictated: 
RESOLUTION NO. 160 

RESQJ}JI:D 'J:'l-L\'l' specifieations No.~ for Topp.ka Mixture Asphalt, pavement, 
Willite ,1roct.fs be, anJ the 6 a.me are hereby a('opted. 

Trustee Smith moved that Resolution No. 160 be adopted as dictated, and a 
co;)y of the::; ame filed in the office of the Oity Glerk. Trustee Zeller socon'l­
ed the :notion ,:hieh \'1'\6 duly carried by the following roll· call vote: 

AYES j Trustees: Fitzhugh, Proctor, Smith, Zeller and Gilb,H·t. 
NOES j Trustees: None. 
ASf,ENTj Trustees: None. 

Trustee Proctor moved that the General Licence Agreement of the Calif­
ornia Willite Road Oonstruction Company, Willite Plastic Composition Licence 
Mixture Agreement, be filed in the; office of the City Clerk. Trustae Smith 
seconded the motion which was duly carried. 

El1gineer Jessup read: 
RESOLUTION OF INTENTION 110. 161. 

A RB80LlJlfIOI OF 'rim BO.&BJ) OF nuSTEB8 OF TBB 
crn OF TORBAICB, CALIPClUIA. DBCLARDG !'fS 
I~TBlTIOB TO ORDER THI IMPROV,BIII! OF PORTIONS 
0' 1IB8'BIUI AQIOlI AID OF II. PRAJ)() II SAID C1'1'Y: 
DICLARlJIG TBB SAID WoRE 'lOBI OF MORB THAI LO­
OAL OR OaDINARY PUBLIC BiUPI'l, AID DSSCRI8DG 

. THE DIS'l'RIO'l TO BB BBaPITTBD BY SAID WOU; OR 
IIIPROVINBII'l AND' 'f0 BlUR THE OOST AlID KXPD8B8 
TBERBOP J D3CLARDG THAT BOlDS SBALL BE ISSUBD 
TO RBPRE83ft SAID OOSTS AND IXPD8B8 AIiD FIXI1lG 
TBB TID AlID PLACE FOR BJURDG OBJ'BO'fIOllS TO 
SAID WOBK AlII) DlPROVDD'f OR TO TBB EX'fBH'l' OF 
THE DISTRICT TO BB ASSSSSBD OR .BOTH. • 

Trustee SDdth mOVed that Resolution ot Intention No. 161 be 
a4opte4 as read md",~he s .. tUed 1n the .ott10e ot the C1t7 Clerk. 
Truatee P1teh\l&h.econded the IlOt1OD wh10h was du17 carr1ed. b,. the 
tollow1ll& roll :call yote: " . 

~; Tl"uat ••• t J'1talnlgh, Prootor, Smith, Zeller and Gilbert; 
NOES; TI'U8t ... c Bone. 
ASSERT J Truateeal Bone. 

lIe.budne.. was aga1n taken up, the 01 ty EDg1neer expla1n1J:la 
the pr08l'e.a being ma4e regard1ng the 011 d1atr10t road. proceed1ngs 
and the needs ot the depart_nt a8 to equ1pment and ater1al. 

Trultee Fltshup DlO"led that the Clerk advert1ae tor b1de tor 
trom 1000 to 2000 ,.arda ot deoomposed'rook. Trustee zeller .• eoond­
ed the Dlot1on Wh1chwas duly oarr1ed b,. the tollow1ng roll call 
vote I 

.. 
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AYESJ fJ'ustee. a Fitzhugh, Prootor, Smith, Zeller and Gllbert.1 
lOBS; Tlouatees: lODe. 
AB8111'f, TNstee., lone. ------- -TruateepltSbDgh moved that the BDglneer b*. autbDrlz.d to 
adYertl.e tor blds lor 300 to 600 barrela ot 'road oU. Trustee 
Proctor aeconded the motiQll, which was du17 car2"le4 b7 the tol­
lowtac roll call, vote. 
AYES; Trustee.: PltZhuP, p~tor, Smith, Zeller and Gilbert. 
ROBS; 'fruetee.: lone. 
ABSBIIIf: Truetees: 1I0ne. 

- - -- ---- --Trustee Flt~moYed that the BDgiDeer be ~thorized 
to adyertb. tor blde tor eoo tone ot cNahed rook. Truste. 
Proctor eecoD4edthe IIIOtlon which wu dU17 carrled b7 the tol-
10wiDs roll oall vote 1 ' 
ADS; !rustees:, Plt&buab, Proctor, 8II1th, Zeller and Gilbert. 
ROlES; , Trast.esllone. 
ABSBlTJ Tra.t.e.INone. 

- ---~ ~ ----' , Trustee Fltslmgb lDOTed that the JD8ineer be instruoted 
to advertbe tor bida tor a 4-ton, 3-wheelec1 road 1'011.1'. 
trustee Smith .eooaded the motlon whlch was ~u17carrled b7 
the tollow1Ds roll call vote: . . ' 
AtBsJ Truliteea: PltJd'msh, ProotOl', Smith, Zeller and Gilbert. 
NOBa; Trustees t, lone. 
ABSBIr.; Tru.t.es a lone. --~ -------

'l'Netee Fitllbqb moved that the _iDeeI'. be 1DatNcted 
to 84vert18. tor a aprlDlcliDa wagon. Truatee 8m1th .eoonded 
the motion WhIch w .. du17 carrie4 b7 the tollow.1Dg 1'011. call 
Yotel ' , 
AYB8; Trust.es~ Pit~, Proctor, Smith, Zeller and Gl1bert. 
ROBS, . TN.tee., lODe. 
AB8BIft J Truatee.: lone. 

- - - - - e __ _ _ .. _ . 

sev.ral tlmea, TNstee 8II1th sai4, he, had be .. approached 
b7 1Dtereated partie. 1ook:iDa tow8J'Cl the ohanalDS o~ the meet­
iDs ns,ptl ot the Board, .. the pMsent reg1me .... 4 to 1D-
tertere with 10 man7 other thing_. . 

Tru.tee Prootor .eyed that the Ordinanoe Committee be 1D­
.tl'\1oted to draw up the neces.&r7 Or41DaDoe ohaDClng the meet­
ing night- to, the.econd aDd tourth MODda7_ ot eaOh month. 
Tru.tee Smith seoonded the motion whlch was du17 oarried. ---.--- - -- .' Trustee ProctOr mov~d that allbilll, proper17 an41ted, 
be pald. TrUstee Fitahush .eoonded the IIIOtlOD whIch was du17 
carr1.d b7 the tollowiDa roll oall vote·a . , 
ArBSJ Trulteel' PltabuSh, proctor, Smith, Zeller and Gilbert. 
lOBS; Tru.t.e. a lOile. 
J.BSBII'lJ Tru.tee., lone. 

- . -----------At 10110 p. M., truste. PJ:oootor moved to, a4.1ou.rn. Trust.e 
Smith •• oonded the motion whioh was dul,. carrIed • .... 

Approved: . 

See .%ee. · 
o~ the C1t7 otTorranoe. 


