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I'lliNUTES OF TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL MEETING, JULY 14, 1959 

SUBJECT MATTER 

HEARINGS: 
l. Case No. 577 Variance - resubmitted for second 

time - R.A. Watt Construction Company to construct 
trailer park. (Approved) 

2. Case No. 575 - Third and Final Hearing Petition 
of Getty Oil Company for a Change of zone. 
(Portions 11 A11 and 11 E11 of Exhibit A referred 
back to Planning Comm. for further hearing. 
Remainder of change of zone approved.) 

3. Municipal Street Lighting District No. 2-1911 Act 
(Hearing closed. Rejected and denied all pro­
tests. Adopted Resolution No. 3736 confirming 
City Engineer's Report, plans and specs.) 

PLANNING MATTERS: 
l. WAIVERS 

W-106, Browning; W-107, Osweiler; W-100, Taylor; 
and W-109, Gemenez. (Approved) 

2. Case No. 573 - Change of Zone on Monterey Ave. 
from M-2 to P-1 (Third and Final Hearing set 
8:00 P. M. July 28, 1959.) 

WRITTEN 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 
L.A. Co. Health Officer requesting parking space 
for Mobile X-ray Unit. (Approved, City Mgr. to 
confirm by letter.) 
League of Calif. Cities re designatin~ Director 
and Alternate to Board of Directors. (Mayor Isen, 
Director. Councilman Jahn, Alternate.) 
Mrs. Cipra re extending Walteria Bus 
line. (Ordered filed.) 
Chamber of Commerce re buses to transport youth 
bands to Ranchero Days Parade. (Approved.) 
Chamber of Commerce requesting: 
(l) Parking survey of downtown Torr. area. 
(Referred to Dir. of Pub. Wks. and new Traffic 
Engineer for survey.) 
(2) Survey for additional parking lots. 
(Referred to Dir. Pub. Wks.) 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY MANAGER: 
l. CONTRACTS: 

l 

2, 3, 4, 
5 

6, 7' 8 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

10 

10 

10 

(a) For rendering concession service to parks 
and public buildings in City for 1959-60 to 
Sears Vending. (Council concurred) 10 
EXPENDITURES: 
(1) For purchase of Victor Calculator and office 
equipment for City Treasurer's Office, the sum 
of $789.94, budget item. (Approved.) 10 
(2) For purchase of maps and tracings for Engr. 
Dept. and Planning Dept. from Rapid Blueprint 
Company, sum of $464.05, bid item. (Approved.) 10 
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SUBJECT I.1A ITER 

(3) For application of Perma Line and street 
markings on Torr. Blvd. west of Madrid, sum 
of $2,028.00. (Approved.) 
(4) Purchase of office equipment for Planning 
Dept., sum of $423.30. (Approved.) 

2. RETIREMENT COSTS 

10 

10 

Letter dated July 6, 1959 from City Mgr. sub­
mitting report on retirement costs and recom­
mending City extend service contract for five 
years. (Council concurred. ) 11 

3. EASEMENT 
Letter dated July 10 from City Mgr. submitting 
request by Edison Co. for Grant of Easement 
to serve new building completed by Mayflower. 
(Council concurred with Easement as prepared 
by City Attorney.) 11 

COMNlUNICATIONS FROP·:l DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS: 
f. PUBLIC WORKS ~MITERS: 

Letter of July 9, 1959 from Dr. of Pub. Wks. making 
certain recommendations re Weed Abatement Program. 
(Council Concurred.) 

2. Request of Torrance Jr. Women's Club for use of 
El Prado Park. (Approved.) 
ENGINEERING MATTERS: 

3. Tract map l8657 submitted for tentative approval. 
(See also p. 2,3,4,5 on Case No. 575) (Council 
and subdividers concurred in removing map from 
agenda at this time.) 

4, Letter dated July 9, 1959 from Dir. of Pub. Wks. 
submitting easement deeds for proposed Hollywood 
Riviera Sewer District No. 3., and for widening 
of intersection at l74th Street and Arlington. 
(Easement deeds accepted.) 
BUILDING MATTERS: 

5. Request of Heath and Co. to erect sign. (Approved.) 
6. Cooperative Sign Co. request to erect roof sign. 

(Approved.) 
COivVv1UNICATIONS FROM CITY ATTORNEY: 
1. Bob Haggard, request for quitclaim deed for ten 

foot strip of land vacated by City Vacation 
No. 719 along northerly line of 242nd St. (Approved 
granting quitclaim deed.) 

2. Office of County Counsel request for resolution 
re refund claims of defense plants. Resolution 
No. 3737 authorizing Co, Counsel not to raise a 
defense of Statute of Limitations respecting 
Possessory Interest Tax Refunds. (Adopted) 

3. Resolution No. 3738 authorizing acceptance of 
Grant Deed from Chanslor Western Oil. (Adopted) 
(City Mgr. to prepare and Mayor to sign letter 
of thanks to Chanslor Western Oil.) 

COJ;\1\lUNICATIONS FROM PARK AND RECREATION C0Iv1v\ISSION: 
l. Recommending use by City youth groups of vacated 

bldgs. at Torr. Park. (Approved.) 

ll 

ll 

ll 

12, 13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

14 

14 
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SUBJECT MATTER 

2. Submitting list of garden clubs who have dedicated 
trees to Civic Center. (City Mgr. to prepare and 
Mayor to sign letters of thanks to clubs.) 

3. Presenting statement of Commission on recommenda­
tions to be included in lease for development and 
operation of Entradero Sump. (Council moved to 
advise Comm. they are not in favor of having a golf 
course on said sump at this time.) 

COiVllv\UNICATIONS FROM TRAFFIC COMJ'/iiSSION: 
1. Four recommendations for traffic signs. (Approved.) 
2. Requests for various signs and speed limits. 

(Approved.) 
RESOLUTIONS: 
1. Resolution No. 3736 (Confirming City Engineer's 

Report on Municipal St. Lighting District No. 2) 
(Adopted.) 

2. 

3. 

4. 

~R~e~s~o~l~u~t~i~o~n~N~o~·~3~7~3~7 (Authorizing Co. Counsel not 
to ra~se a defense of Statute of Limitations re 
Possessory Interest Tax Refunds -Defense Plants.) 
(Adopted.) 

Resolution No. 3738 (Authorizing acceptance of 
Grant Deed from Chanslor-Western Oil ) (Adopted.) 

Resolution No. 3739 (Authorizing agreement with 
Cotton & Francisco for auditing services for 
1959-60.) (Adopted.) 

ORAL COMiv1UNICATIONS: 

1. City Manager re airport bids. 
2. Councilman Beasley re realignment of Newton St. 
3. City Manager re assessed valuations. 
4. Councilman Jahn re meeting with Airport Comm. 
5. Mayor Isen re withdrawing nomination of Geo. 

Kurtz to Airport Comm. and nominating Joe 
Doss to Comm. 

6. Councilman Drale re payment of bills. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:00 P. M. 

PAGE 
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Torrance, California 
July 14, 1959 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a regu­
lar meeting at 8:00 P. M. Tuesday, July 14, 1959, in the Council 
Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, California. 

Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Bartlett were: 
COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Blount, Bradford, Drale, Jahn and Isen. 
ABSENT: COUNCIIJvlEN: Benstead. City Manager Stevens and City 
Attorney Remelmeyer were also present. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Mr. Robinson led the salute 
to our Flag. 

The meeting was opened with an invocation by the Reverend 
H. Milton Sipple of the Tor.rance First Christian Church, 

Councilman Jahn moved to approve the Minutes of the meet­
ing held July 7, 1959, as written. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, no objections, ~ 
ordered. 

Mayor Isen described the Council's procedures to the audience. 

HEARINGS: 

1. CASE NO. 577, VARIANCE. Resubmitted for second time. 
Transmittal form from Planning Commission recommending 
approval of request of R. A. Watt Construction Company 
for a Variance to construct a trailer park on a portion 
of Lot 10, McDonald Tract, situated at Hawthorne Avenue, 
between 186th and l90th Streets in Zone C-3. A location 
sketch was submitted, along with an excerpt from Planning 
Commission Minutes of June 17, 1959, letter of protest 
from F. W. Bahl, and request from R. A. Watt to continue 
hearing. 

Mayor Isen asked if anyone wished to be heard in this matter. 
There was no reply. 

Councilman Drale moved to close the Hearing. 
Councilman Jahn asked Planning Director Powell if Mr. Bahl 

has been notified of the time and place of this Hearing. 
Director Powell advised that Mr. Bahl had been notified by 

letter from the Clerk's Office and also by letter from the Plan­
ning Department, and that he had personally telephoned Mr. Bahl 
and advised him of the hearing. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, no objections, ~ 
ordered. 

Mayor Isen asked Mr. Watt if he wished the Council to con­
clude the matter at this time. 

Mr. Watt replied that he did. 
Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendations of 

the Planning Commission. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley and carried unanimous­

ly by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 
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2. CASE NO. 575: Third and Final Hearing, petition of Getty 
Oil Company for a change of Zone from M-2 to R-1, R-3 and 
C-2 on a portion of Tract 2200, situated southerly of 
Sepulveda Boulevard and westerly of Crenshaw Blvd., for 
residential and commercial development. A location sketch 
was submitted together with excerpt from Planning Com­
mission Minutes of June 17, 1959. 

Mayor Isen advised the Council that there is another matter 
on the agenda which is a tentative tract map approved by the Plan­
ning Commission on this same area which is before the Council for 
a change of zone. He questioned the propriety of this. He said 
that if a change of zone is granted it requires an ordinance and 
thirty days thereafter before it becomes final. Mayor Isen ad­
vised that some time ago the Council made it a policy not to con­
sider tentative tract maps until the proper zoning change had 
been made. He said he recalled this point being made in a case 
where residences were to be placed in an agriculture zone, and 
said the same thing is before the Council now. 

Councilman Drale suggested that the Council act on the change 
of zone and let the City Attorney decide on whether the approval 
of the tentative tract map is in order, and postpone the hearing 
on the tentative tract map. 

Mayor Isen replied that the only trouble with postponing the 
hearing was that the tentative tract map automatically becomes 
final in ten days and it is automatically approved. 

Attorney Remelmeyer agreed with Mayor Ise~ saying that the 
Council has ten days to act on the tentative tract map. 

Planning Director Powell said the policy adopted by Council 
started with agricultural land being proposed for a subdivision 
on which a subdivision was submitted to the Council and approved. 
He said at that particular time it became the policy that before 
a subdivision was brought before Council that a change of zone 
be instituted by the Planning Commission and submitted to the 
Council. He said the Council did not have to act on the subdivi­
sion, but it was submitted so that the Council knew that the 
change of zone had processed through Planning. He added that on 
all subdivisions sent to Council the change of zone has occurred 
prior to the time the plans are sent to Council. 

Mayor Isen said that that has not happened in this case, that 
both a change of zone and a tentative tract map have been submitted 
at the same time, and that is the trouble, 

Councilman Jahn moved that if the applicants will consent, 
that the tentative tract map be delayed for thirty days and let 
the zoning ordinance take effect. 

Mayor Isen said that this would not be enough time, that it 
will take more than thirty days before the ordinance becomes 
effective. 

Motion lost for lack of a second. 
Mr. Don Wilson of 2545 Gladys Terrace, Rolling Hills, said 

that on behalf of Mr. Watt and himself, they would have no ob­
jections to having the subdivision matter held over as suggest­
ed by Mr. Jahn. 

City Clerk Bartlett presented Affidavit of Publication on 
Case No. 575. 

Councilman Beasley moved that this be received and filed. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Drale, no objections, .§.2. 

ordered. 
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Mayor Isen announced that this was the Third and Final Hear­
ing on Case No. 575, and asked if anyone wished to be heard, 

Mrs. Lyle Siebert of 3957 West 187th Street said that her 
husband is an employee of AirResearch Corporation and within the 
next two years AirResearch is going to build a very large plant 
in Torrance and many employees will be transferred to this plant. 
She said the employees of AirResearch are wondering where they 
will find places to live and for that reason she thought that 
more residential areas should be developed in the City. 

Councilman Jahn moved to close the Hearing. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, no objections, ~ 

ordered. 
Planning Director presented map of proposed zoning change 

marked Exhibit A. 
Mayor Isen asked Director Powell about the portions on the 

map marked "not a part of". 
Planning Director Powell advised that these portions are 

excluded from the subdivision because they are being held out 
by Getty Oil Company for drilling. He said it is not a part 
of the subdivision. 

Councilman Blount said he appreciated having a map, but he 
did not appreciate having a tract map passed by Planning put on 
the agenda and putting the Council in a position of being taken 
to Court and made to accept it. 

Mr. Wilson said there was no thought on the part of Mr. 
Watt or himself to cram a map down Council at this time. He 
said that he and Mr. Watt have agreed that the tentative tract 
map, listed as Item J-3 on the agenda, may be removed and with­
drawn in its entirety. 

Councilman Jahn moved to accept Mr.Wilson's stipulation that 
the tentative tract map, listed as Item J-3 on the agenda, be re­
moved in its entirety. 

Motion seconded by Cou'ncilman Beasley, no obj actions, ~ 
ordered. 

Councilman Beasley asked if this meant tha~- the tentative 
tract map would be sent back to Planning. 

Mayor Isen said no, that it is being withdrawn from the 
agenda. 

Mayor Isen moved that the tentative tract map not be restor­
ed to the agenda until the Council has voted on petitio·ner' s ap­
plication and approved its return to the agenda. 

Planning Director Powell said the tentative tract map could 
come back at any time the Council desired. 

Motion lost for lack of a second. 
Planning Commission President, Bert Lynn, explained certain 

aspects of the Exhibit A to the Council. 
Councilman Jahn said he thought that the portions marked "A" 

and "E" on Exhibit A should be zoned C-2 because the property on 
Sepulveda is too valuable to the City to have apartments there. 

Councilman Jahn moved that the portion of Exhibit A designat­
ed as "A" and "E" be detached from this zoning consideration and 
sent back to the Planning Commission for further hearing. He 
asked if Messrs. Wilson and Watt would consent to this. 

Mr. Watt replied that they would consent to it being sent 
back to the Planning Commission. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley. 
Councilman Beasley asked if this is sent back to Planning 

if they have to re-advertise the change of zone for this portion, 
Attorney Remelmeyer said the City would be ~n a safer posi­

tion if the Council sent it back and advertised that particular 
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zone because there would be no question about the public getting 
proper notice. 

Councilman Jahn said that in detaching portions "A" and "E" 
from the rest of the subdivision he assumed that if the ~est of 
the zone change was approved that the builders would not antici­
pate building on this particular portion in the beginning in any 
event. 

Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote of those pre­
sent (Benstead absent). 

Mr. Sam Levy, a Torrance businessman, spoke to.the Council 
supporting the change of zone. He pointed out that the City of 
Torrance consists of nineteen square miles and has approximately 
50% industry, 25% or 30% commercial, and 15% residential. He 
said he recalled the time when Columbia Steel and National Sup­
ply made a survey to find out why people c~uld not live in the 
City of To~rance, and the result of the survey was that they 
could not live here because there were no homes. He said the 
same condition exists now. 

Mayor Isen read an excerpt from a newspaper article quot­
ing Mr. Waldrip, Assistant Superintendent of Schools, as saying 
that if this residential development goes in, the School System 
will have to build at least one more school which would mean 
an increase in taxes. 

Mr. Levy replied that with th.e Del Amo development having 
a hundred and ninety three million dollar assessed valuation, 
and with the buildings that are coming into Torrance, if we 
can't support another couple of schools they had better raise 
the taxes. 

Councilman Beasley pointed out that Mr. Waldrip did not 
mention that the new homes would represent more purchasing 
power and sales tax revenue for the City, 

Councilman Blount said he would like to suggest to the 
Council that the portion bordering on the south and on the 
west on the proposed change of zone, 2490 feet south and 1322 
feet on the west, have some type of buffer zone. He said that 
these areas are zoned R-1 and it has been the policy of the 
Council in all these zoning matters that a buffer zone be es­
tablished. He said he would vote right now on this particular 
proposal if there was some way the subdivider could assure him 
that there would be a buffer zone between the M-1 and residential. 
He added that it was his wish to protect the owners of homes there. 

Mr. Wilson said that at the Planning Commission hearing held 
on this matter, he and Mr. Watt discussed this and agreed they would 
deed to the City twenty feet running the l~ngth of the 2490 feet. 
on the south side of the property. He added that this might not 
be as big as the City would like it, but nevertheless there was 
twenty feet that the City does control there. He said they would 
put in a block wall there on the north side. He advised the Coun­
cil that the lots in the subdivision have excessive depth, so that 
with the twenty feet they will give the City, it will put the 
houses some distance from any potential plant. 

Councilman Blount asked Mr, Wilson about plans for the west 
side of the property. 

Mr. Wilson said there is a school site there on one portion 
and that they have no plans proposed at this time except for a 
six foot fence along the west. 

Councilman Blount reminded the Council of the time spent 
when an M-l zone came before the Council and it was requested 
that a 300' buffer be established, 
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Councilman Blount asked Mr. Wilson about the four acres on 
the map designated as Section "F". 

Mr. Wilson advised they do not control that section, that 
the Getty Oil Company have that portion for future water flooding 
program. 

Councilman Beasley asked Director of Public Works Peebles if 
the City could designate an 80' street on the south and west side 
of the tract, or if they could put a hold on that as a street. 

Mr. Peebles said it would have to be done by condemnation, 
that if the owners did not want to give the property to the City, 
the property would have to be condemned. 

At 9:00 P. M. Mayor Isen declared a recess, with the Council 
reconvening at 9:15 P. M. 

Councilman Blount said that on Case 575 the Council has a map 
showing a proposed change of zone which they have studied, dis­
cussed and marked. He said the petitioners have agreed they will 
not protest the changing of the westerly portion identified on 
the map as figures 1322, and also identified as R-1, and on that 
portion of R-1 the Petitioners have agreed to change it to R-3. 
He said that on the portion of Exhibit A identified at the south­
erly part where it is marked 2490, and also identified as R-1, 
that the Petitioners have agreed to change that to R-3. He added 
that the portion of the Exhibit designated as "F~ and also marked 
4.0 acres "not a part of", has been fully discussed. 

Councilman Blount moved that Case No. 575 be approved with 
the changes he had just outlined, and that the 4.0 acres desig­
nated as "F" on the Exhibit, be excluded from the zone change, 
which will in effect mean that it will remain M-2. 

Mayor Isen asked what assurance there would be of a buffer 
zone. 

Councilman Blount pointed out that Getty~ Oil Company is 
going to use the Crenshaw frontage for a repressurization base, 
and he said he saw no percentage in attempting to sell oil well 
lots on Crenshaw. He advised that the Petitioners are purchas­
ing this land from Getty and have agreements with Getty, and 
that it is not advisable to use this property for an industrial 
section as there is a drainage problem there and it is being 
used for oil production. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn and carried by the follow-
ing roll call vote. 

AYES: COUNCIUI'\EN: Beasley, Blount, Bradfo:rd, Drale, Jahn, 
NOES: COUNCIUI'\EN: Isen 
ABSENT:COUNCILMEN: Benstead 
Mayor Isen said that the reason for his "no" vote was that 

the City should take warning here and realize that industrial 
property is being swallowed up quickly, and that the hope of 
tax relief in the City comes from more industry being establish­
ed here. He said it was his desire to point out by his 11 no 11 

vote that if the owners of other industrial property in the 
City do not get off the dime, the Council will have the same 
problems before it and the same pressures, and probably the 
same results. Meantime the subdividers are coming in, develop­
ing the land, selling private homes and the people of Torrance 
pay for the schools. 

City Clerk Bartlett presented Petition containing 69 
signatures approving the rezoning of the southwest corner of 
Sepulveda and Crenshaw from M-2 to R-1. 

Councilman Jahn moved this be filed. 
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Motion seconded by Councilman Blount, no objections, !£ 
ordered. 

At 9:35 P. M. Mayor Isen declared a recess, with the Council 
reconvening at 9:40 P. M. 

3. MUNICIPAL STREET LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 2 - 1919 ACT. 
City Clerk Bartlett presented Affidavit of Publication of 

Notice of Improvement and of Posting Notices of Improvement. 
Councilman Jahn moved these be accepted and filed. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley and carried by the 

following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Blount, Bradford, Jahn, Isen. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Drale ' 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Benstead 
Mayor Isen announced that this was the time and place fixed 

for the hearing of all written protests or objections in rela­
tion to the proposed improvement for the installation, mainten­
ance, and furnishing of electric current in the Torrance Munici­
pal Light District No. 2. 

City Clerk Bartlett read a protest from Bill Hylton of 
19205 Ronald Avenue. The City Clerk presented the following 
petitions of protest: (a) Petition protesting installation of 
street lights in the Victoria Knolls tract on Ridgeland Road, 
Matfield Drive and Calmhill Avenue signed by fourteen persons; 
(b) Petition protesting installation of street lights on High­
cliff Drive, between numbers 2502 and 2617, Victoria Knolls, 
signed by twelve persons; (c) Petition protesting installation 
of street lights between 165th and 166th on Kristin Avenue, 
signed by eight persons. 

Councilman Jahn moved that the written protest and three 
petitions of protest be received and filed. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Bradford, no objections, !£ 
ordered. 

Mayor Isen asked if anyone in the audience wished to be 
heard. 

Mr. Lloyd Cox of 2657 Grand Summit Road said he was opposed 
to the street lights because it is going to cost too much and 
it will also ruin the view at night. · 

Mr. Homer Wilson of 2605 Highcliff Drive said he had signed 
a petition asking for street lights, but after due consideration 
he and the other people in the area have changed their minds and 
do not want street lights now. He said many people have view 
lots and feel the street lights will ruin the view. 

Mr. William Harmon of 2662 Grand Summit Road said there is 
very little night traffic in the area and no vandalis~ and sees 
no need to have lights there. 

Councilman Beasley said that Mr. Harmon did not live in the 
area which is protesting the lights. He said the City will put 
lights on corners,and took exception to the statement that there 
is no vandalism in that area because he had ta~ with the Police 
Department very recently and up until January of this year they 
had quite a rash of vandalism in that area. 

Mr. Homer Wilson said that the majority of the people in 
this area have reconsidered, and they now do not want street 
lights and the Council should consider this. 
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Mr. Lawrence M. Thompson, lighting engineer under contract 
to the City of Torrance, said he had reviewed these protests 
and had driven over these areas after 9:30 P.M. to see what they 
would be like at night. He said a resident at 2503 Highcliff 
Drive had protested the installation of street lights, saying 
she had a view window facing the street and a lamp post would 
spoil her view. He said he has inspected this property, that 
it is for sale, and that the view window looks out on a street 
with no other view. That the light standard would not be placed 
directly in front of this window in any event. He said he could 
not see where lights would be objectionable in that area. 

Mayor Isen asked Mr. Thompson how many people in the area 
have signed the petition requesting street lights. 

Mr. Thompson replied that about 70% of the people in the 
area have signed a petition requesting lights, and that there 
are about twenty protests on file. He said the lights would 
cost the property owners $35.00 for two years, or $17.50 a 
year. Mr. Thompson said he has specialized in the field of 
lighting for over thirty-five years, and it is the opinion of 
lighting engineers that corner lights are worse than no lights 
at all. He said that when a driver goes from light to dark to 
light again, it is harder on driving vision than if he drove 
in total darkness. Mr. Thompson recommended to the Council that 
all protests be denied. 

Councilman Beasley said that Item H-2 on the agenda under 
"'Nritten Communications" is out of orcter. He advised that Item 
H-2 is a letter approving the street lighting in the Victoria 
Knolls tract signed by Mrs. Theresa S. Bates and Mrs. Barbara V. 
Lotrick, and this letter should be put with the supporting papers 
in this matter. 

Mrs. Elaine Foster of 2517 Highcliff Drive said the first 
petition went around to 46 houses and the second time the peti­
tion went around 26 were opposed, and that is a majority of the 
homes opposed. 

Mrs. Theresa Bates of 2525 Highcliff Drive said she would 
question the legality of persons having their signature on two 
petitions, one for, and one against street lights. 

City Attorney Remelmeyer said it is not a problem because 
there isn't anything like a majority protest, so it doesn't 
make any difference. · 

Mrs. Bates said she feels very strongly about street lights 
and feels the area definitely needs them. She said the initial 
cost of the lights is so small compared with the safety of the 
children in the area and felt it was ridiculous to oppose some­
thing that would benefit the entire area. 

Councilman Beasley moved that the hearing be closed. 
Mr. Harold E. Harwood of 2502 Highcliff Drive said there 

was reference to two petitions, one with 70% approval, and 
said he would like to have the number of signatures on the 
second petition which was signed after the people had recon­
sidered the matter. 

Mayor Isen advised him that there are about 36 signatures 
on the second petition. He asked Mr. Thompson if it would be 
possible to isolate these areas from the lighting district. 

Mr. Thompson advised that it would be impossible to do 
this as the districts are zoned and a certain amount of 
money is allocated to each district. 

Councilman Jahn seconded the motion. 
Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote of those 

present (Benstead absent). 
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Councilman Beasley moved that 
denied because the protests do not 
any zone. 

all protests be rejected and 
constitute a majority within 

Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn and carried by the follow-
ing roll call vote: 

AYES: COUNCIU1EN: 
NOES: COUNCIU1EN: 

Beasley, Blount, Bradford, Jahn, Isen. 
Dr ale 

ABSENT: COUNCIU1EN: Ben stead 

At 10:00 P. M. Mayor Isen declared a recess, with the Council 
reconvening at 10:05 P. M. 

Mr. Thompson said the Resolution on the street lighting would 
have to be changed as follows: Page 2, 4th Paragraph changed to 
read: "Whereas, said Council is of the opinion that there is no 
merit in any of the protests or objection!;~"; Section 1. on page 
2 should be deleted and the following sections renumbered 1, 2 
and 3 to conform; That Section 2 which is now renumbered Section 
1 be changed to read: "Section 1. That the said City Council does 
hereby deny any and all protests and objections, and does hereby 
approve, confirm and adopt the said Report of the City Engineer, 
which report contains the following instruments: Diagram and 
Plan No. L-1-59; Specifications No. L-1-59; Estimate and Assess­
ment; all of which have been on file with the said City Clerk 
and open for public inspection.". 

Councilman Jahn moved to accept the corrections to the Reso­
lution as presented by Mr. Thompson. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Bea·sley, no objections, .§.£ 
ordered. 

C1ty Clerk Bartlett read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3736 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, CONFIRMING THE REPORT 
OF THE CITY ENGINEER DATED JUNE 16, 1959, PRE­
PARED PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE "STREET 
LIGHTING ACT OF 1919", AND REFERRED TO IN RESO­
LUTION OF INTENTION NO. 3714 OF SAID CITY COUNCIL, 
AND THE PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS, ESTIMATE, DIA­
GRAM AND ASSESSMENT CONTAINED IN SAID REPORT: 
ORDERING THE WORK AND LEVYING THE ASSESSMENT FOR 
SERVICE NECESSARY- TO INSTALL, MAINTAIN AND I_LLUlvUN­
ATE BY ELECTRIC ENERGY, THE STREET LIGHTS AS SHOWN 
ON SAID DIAGRAM FOR A PERIOD OF MONTHS BEGINNING 
WITH THE ENERGIZATION THEREOF AND ENDING OCTOBER 
31, 1961. 

Councilman Beasley moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Re so lut ioo. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 

Councilman Beasley moved to adopt Resolution No. 3736. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn and carried by the follow-

ing roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Blount, Bradford, Jahn, Isen. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Drale 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Benstead 
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PLANNING MATTERS: 

WAIVERS: 
I. With a July 9, 1959 letter, Planning Director Powell sub­

mitted recommendation of the Planning Commission for approval of 
the following Waivers: 

W-106 Myrna & Calvin Brownini, 17023 Casimir Avenue, 
request~ng waiver per plot p an submitted. 
W-107 L. Osweiler, 814 Sartori-requesting side yard 
wa~ver per plot plan submitted. 
W-100 William A. Taylor, 3809 W. 184th Place - request­
ing waiver of setback requirements to permit swimming 
pool per plot plan submitted, 
W-109 Ed Gemenez, 4304-08 W. 180th Street - requesting 
waiver per plot plan submitted. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendation of 
the Planning Commission on Waivers 106, 107, 100 and 109. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Blount and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 

2, CASE NO. 573 - CHANGE OF ZONE. A July 9, 1959 letter 
from Plann~ng Director Powell, requesting City Council to fix a 
time and place for the Third and Final Hearing for 8:00 P. M. 
July 28, 1959, regarding Monterey Street property, Change of Zone 
from M-2 to P-l. 

There were no objections, and Mayor Isen set the time and 
place for the Third and Final Hearing on Case No. 573 at 8:00 
P.M., Tuesday, July 28, 1959, in this Council Chamber, at there­
gular meeting of the Council. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
1. A July 8, l959 letter from Roy o. Gilbert, M.D. Los 

Angeles County Health Officer regarding Mobile X-ray Unit to be 
available in this district and requesting parking space for Unit. 

Councilman Blount moved this request be granted and that 
the City Manager confirm the arrangements with the County Health 
Department. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, no objections, .2£ 
ordered. 

2. A July 8, 1959 letter from Roy L. Anderson, President 
League of California Cities regarding Director and Alternate to 
Board of Directors of the Los Angeles County Division, League of 
California Cities. 

Mayor Isen advised that he will serve as Director and Council­
man Jahn will continue to serve as Alternate, and in the event Mr. 
Jahn cannot attend the meetings, he will appoint another Alternate, 
Mayor Isen said he and Mr. Jahn were instrumental in having the 
meeting place moved from Pasadena to the Roger Young Auditorium 
on Wilshire Boulevard. 

3. A July 1, 1959 letter from Mrs. Richard F. Cipra regard­
ing extending Walteria bus line. 

Councilman Beasley moved this be filed, 
Motion seconded by Councilman Blount. There were no object­

ions and the letter was ordered filed. 
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4. A July 9, 1959 letter from Torrance Chamber of Commerce 
regarding buses to transport youth bands to annual Ranchero Days 
Parade. 

Councilman Beasley moved this request be granted. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Blount and carried unanimously 

by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 

5. A July 8, 1959 letter from Torrance Chamber of Commerce 
requesting Council to consider complete parking survey be made 
of the Downtown Torrance area. 

Councilman Beasley moved that this be referred to the Director 
of Public Works to give to the new Traffic Engineer for survey. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, no objections, so ordered. 
Mayor Isen requested Wade Peebles, Director of Public Works, 

to make a survey on the second request of the Chamber for addition­
al parking space without waiting for the new Traffic Engineer. 

6. A July 7, 1959 letter from J & S Enterprises, Inc. regard­
ing sending equipment into their yard and removing materials with­
out consent. 

City Manager Stevens advised the Council that under the Weed 
Abatement Program they had started to clean up this property, but 
were advised by J & S Enterprises that construction was contem­
plated on the property and that they would clean it up after con-
struction was completed. · 

Councilman Blount moved this be filed. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, no objections, ~ ordered. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY MANAGER: 

1. With a letter dated July 9, 1959, the City Manager submitted 
the following recommendations: 

CONTRACTS: 

1.· Recommend that contract for rendering concession service 
to parks and public buildings to the City of Torrance for 
1959-60 be awarded to Sears Vending Service, the only 
bidder for the concession. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with recommendation of City 
Manager, Item 1, Contracts. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley and carried unanimous­
ly by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 

EXPENDITURES: 

l. For the purchase of a Victor Calculator and office equip­
ment for the City Treasurer's office, the sum of $789.94. 
(Budget Item). 

2. For the purchase of maps and tracings for Engineering 
and Planning Departments from Rapid Blueprint Company, 
the sum of $464.05, low bidder on the items. 

3. For the application of Perma Line and street markings on 
Torrance Blvd. west of Madrid, the sum of $2,028.00. 
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4. For the purchase of office equipment for the Planning 
Department, the sum of $423.30, 

Councilman Drale moved to concur with the recommendations of 
the City Manager under Expenditures, items 1, 2, 3 and 4. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley and carried unanimous­
ly by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 

2. With a letter dated July 6, 1959, City Manager Stevens sub­
mitted report on Retirement Costs. 

City Manager Stevens recommended to the Council that the City 
extend the service contract for five years, and by ~so doing the 
City will save a payment of about $19,000.00 a year. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendation of 
the City Manager. 

Motion s:conded by Councilman Blount and carried unanimous­
ly by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 

3. With a letter dated July 10, 1959, City Manager Stevens sub­
mitted Grant of Easement requested by Southern California Edison 
Company to servic~ Mayflower Trailer, 

City Attorney Remelmeyer ~ubm1tted maps and Easement to the 
Council for study. 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the Grant of Easement 
as presented by Attorney Remelmeyer. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley and carried unanimous­
ly by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS: 

PUBLIC WORKS MATTERS: 

1. A July 9, 1959 memorandum from Wade E. Peebles, Director 
of Public Works regarding Weed Abatement Program. 

Councilman Bradford moved to concur with the recommendations 
of the Director of Public Works as contained in his Weed Abate-
ment report. . 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley and carried unanimous­
ly by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 

2. Request of Torrance Junior Women's Club for use of por­
tion of El Prado Park, together with Memorandum dated 
June 29, 1959 from J. W. Loughridge, Acting Park Supt. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendations of 
the Acting Park Superintenden:. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Blount and carried unanimous­
ly by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 

ENGINEERING MA 'HERS: 
3. Transmittal form from Wade E. Peebles, Director of Pub­

lic Works, submitting for tentative approval Tract Map 
No. 18657, located southerly of Sepulveda Blvd., wester­
ly of Crenshaw Blvd., consisting of 338 lots, together 
with supporting information. 
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Councilman Jahn referred to Planning Case No. 575, Petition 
of Getty Oil Company for a Change of Zone, which was heard earlier 
on the agenda. He advised that the subdividers had concurred with 
Council that the tentative tract map be withdrawn and entirely re­
moved from the agenda at this time. 

Councilman Jahn moved that with the concurrence of the sub­
dividers, Item J-3 be removed from the agenda. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, no objections, .§.£. 
ordered, 

4. With a letter dated July 9, 1959, the Director of Public 
Works submitted the following easement deeds for acceptance by 
the City Council: 

EASEMENT DEEDS FOR PROPOSED HOLLYWOOD RIVIERA SEWER 
o!stRt¢! @. i3 
BLOCK "L" - TRACT NO. 10302. 

l, Portion of Lot 10; document dated May 28, 1959 from 
George W. Schneider and Virginia F. Schneider. 

2. Portion of Lot 20; document dated July 6, 1959 from 
Orlie Griffin and Ruth Griffin. 

3. Portion of Lot 27; document dated June 5, 1959 from 
Harold E. Thomas and Bertha 0. Thomas. 

BLOCK "B" - TRACT NO, 10304. 

l. Portion of Lot 27; document dated April 3, 1959 from 
Dept. of Veterans Affairs of the State of California 
and George Edward Kuehnel and Alice Elvira Kuehnel. 

BLOCK "E" - TRACT NO. 10304. 

1. Portion of Lot 34; document dated June 8, 1959 from 
Dept. of Veterans Affairs of the State of California 
and Arthur C. Linnemeyer and Yvonne A. Linnemeyer. 

BLOCK "I" - IRACT NO. 10304, 

1. Portion of Lot 14; document dated June 23, 1959 from 
Robert C. Drendel, et al. 

2, Portion of Lot 31; document dated June 23, 1959 from 
Margaret s. Peightal. 

BLOCK "J" - TRACT NO. 10304. 

l. Portion of Lot 30; document dated April 4, 1959 from 
Dept. of Veterans Affairs of the State of California 
and John W. Johnson and Ajor-Helyn P. Johnson. 

BLOCK "K" - TRACT NO. 10304. 

l. Portion of Lot 20; document dated June 24, 1959 from 
Ralph Weyant and Janet Weyant, 

2. Portion of Lot 21; document dated June 24, 1959 from 
Theodore F. Daiell and Florence Daiell. 

- 12 -

July 14, 1959 
COUI1"Cil Minutes 



EASEMENT FOR WIDENING OF INTERSECTION AT 174th STREET 
AND ARLINGTON AVENUE: (McDONALD TRACT). 

1. Portion of Lot 58; document dated May 15, 1959 from 
Higgins Brick and Tile Company. 

Councilman Drale moved to accept all these easements. 
ll!otion seconded by Councilman Beasley and carried unanimous­

ly by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 

BUILDING li!ATTERS: 

5. Letter from Heath and Co., with comments from Mr. Lee 
Schlens, Supt. of Bldg. Inspection regarding request for approval 
to erect sign. 

6. Letter from Co-Operative Sign Co., with comments from 
Mr. Lee Schlens, Supt. of Bldg. Inspection regarding request to 
erect signs on roof of Bank of America Building at 3804 Sepulveda 
Blvd. 

Councilman Drale moved to concur with recommendations .for 
approval of Mr.Lee Schle~ under Building Matters, Items 5 and 6. 

~~otion seconded by Councilman Beasley and carried unanimous­
ly by roll call vote of those present (Absent Benstead). 

COMI\1UNICATIONS FROM CITY ATTORNEY: 

1. A June 11, 1959 letter from Bob L. Haggard for Quitclaim 
Deed for a ten foot strip of land vacated by the City, with comments 
from Director of Public Works. 

Councilman Jahn moved that the Quitclaim Deed be granted. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley and carried unanimously 

by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 

2. A June 29, 1959 letter from Office of the County Counsel 
regarding Defense Plant Refund Claims 

City Clerk Bartlett read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3737 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING COUNTY COUNSEL NOT TO 
RAISE A DEFENSE OF THE STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS 
UNDER SECTION 29714.1, GOVERNMENT CODE, OR A 
DEFENSE OF DELAY OF PROSECUTION UNDER SECTION 
58la, CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE, RESPECTING 

POSSESSORY INTEREST TAX REFUNDS. 

Councilman Drale moved to dispense with furth'er reading of the 
Resolution. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Blount and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present (Benstead abserlt). 

Councilman Beasley moved to adopt Resolution No. 3737. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn and carried unanimously 

by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 
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3. A July l, 1959 letter from Chanslor-Western Oil & Develop­
ment Company regarding sale to City of fifteen acres of land, to­
gether with Grant Deed to the City dated June 29, 1959 and Resolu­
tion authorizing acceptance of said Grant Deed. 

City Clerk Bartlett read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3738 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF 
GRANT DEED TO CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED 
IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE FROM CHANSLOR-WESTERN 

OIL AND DeyELOPMENT COMPANY. 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Resolution. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Drale and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 

Councilman Jahn moved to adopt Resolution No. 3738. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Drale and carried unanimously 

by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 
Councilman Drale moved that a letter of thanks, to be signed 

by Mayor Isen, be sent to Chanslor-Western Oil C'ompany for deed­
ing this property to the City. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, no objections, .§.£ 
ordered. 

CO~~UNICATIONS FROM PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION: 

l. A July 10, 1959 letter from Mr. Harry B. Van Bellehem, 
Director of Recreation recommending use by Youth groups of 
vacated buildings at Torrance Park. 

Councilman Beasley moved to concur with the recommendations 
of Director of Recreation approving use by Youth groups of va­
cated buildings at Torrance Park. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 

2. A July 10, 1959 letter from Director of Recreation sub­
mitting list of garden clubs and their activities in connection 
with tree dedication ceremonies at the Civic Center. 

Mayor Isen noted that the Park and Recreation Commission 
is going to send letters of thanks to these clubs and said he 
thought that the Council should also send thank-you letters 
to the clubs for the trees. 

Councilman Jahn moved that a letter of thanks be sent to 
the garden clubs listed from both the Park and Recreation Com­
mission and from the City Council. 

1'1\otion seconded by Councilman Beasley, no objections, .§.£ 
ordered. 

Mayor Isen requested City Manager Stevens to have the letters 
prepared and he would sign them on behalf of the Council. 

3. A July 10, 1959 letter from Bernard M. Dougan, Chairman 
of Torrance Park and Recreation Commission presenting statement 
on recommendation to be included in lease for development and 
operation of Entradero Sump. 
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Mayor Isen questioned whether a developer can spend $25,000. 
or $30,000. on developing a golf course, and still give the City 
rental and come out ahead on this. 

Councilman Bradford said he did not think a rental or $4,000. 
or $5,000. a year was enough on this property. He asked if the 
Deed which gave the sump to the City had any restrictions in it 
as to the use of the property. 

City Attorney Remelmeyer said he remembered that when the 
Deed was given to the City by Dominguez Estates Corporation that 
it contained several restrictions, but thought the Deed had been 
amended to permit this use. He advised the Council that he would 
secure a copy of the Deed and check this point again.· 

Mayor Isen asked if anyone in the audience wished to be heard 
on this matter. 

Mr. William P. Deuell of 19805 Halison Place, Torrance, pre­
sen{ed a petition protesting the use of the Entradero Sump as a 
public golf course, which petition contained 61 signatures of 
persons whose homes adjoined or were in the vicinity of the sump. 

Councilman Jahn moved that the Petition of Protest be filed. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, no objections, so 

ordered. -
Mr. Deuell said it was ·the opinion of the residents in the 

area that this land should be used for youth group camping sites, 
or for the establishment of a youth center, scout house, community 
building, picnicking facilities or by civil and public organiza­
tions. He said in these ways this public land could be used for 
the benefit of all of the people of Torrance. 

Councilman Blount said he agreed with Mr. Deuell and that 
he was certainly opposed to tying up 27 acres of public land as 
a golf course for twenty years. He said he thought the land 
should be developed as a park. 

Mr. Bernard Dougan, Chairman of the Park and Recreation Com­
mission said he would like to enlarge on the recommendation of 
the Commission. He agreed that parks should be developed, but 
because of unsuccessful bond issues and the fact that there is 
no money to develop parks, the Commission wanted to develop the 
land in some manner so that it could be of use to the people in 
the City. He said in checking around it was found that private 
capital would come in and develop a Par 18 golf course at no 
expense to the tax payers. He said this is being done success­
fully in other cities. Mr. Dougan said that as the land stands 
now, it might not be developed for another ten years unless the 
people vote a recreation bond, that the golf course would be 
open to the public and nominal rates charged. He said the Park 
and Recreation Commission is not asking for an OK to build a 
golf course, but are just investigating what they could get from 
private individuals who would develop the land. 

Mayor Isen said that if the people who lived in that area 
were against having a golf course there, that he did not think 
the Council should go against their wishes. 

Councilman Blount moved to advise the Park and Recreation 
Commission that the City Council does not desire to put a golf 
course on the Entradero sump at this time 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley and carried unanimous­
ly by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 

Councilman Beasley said he had two reasons for seconding the 
motion: l. The fact that the golf course would be night-lighted 
would create a nuisance to nearby residents;and 2. There is 
limited access and a question of entrance in and out of the sump 
area and this would create a traffic problem. 
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Mrs. Eva Bisou of 19414 Halison Place said, that speaking as 
President of the Home Owners' Association in that area, that the 
petition of protest containing 61 signatures speaks for everyone 
in the area because they still have hopes of having a park on the 
sump. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM TRAFFIC COMMISSION: 

With a July 3, 1959 letter, Chief of Police Percy Bennett 
submitted the following recommendations from the Traffic Commission 
for the Council's consideration and approval: 

1. Traffic Commission recommends and requests ordinance for 
Posting of "NO PARKING AT AN'! TIME" on the West side of 
Hawthorne Blvd. South of Pacific Coast Highway to 242nd 
Street. This is a traffic hazard at the present time due 
to the narrow lanes of traffic. 

2. Traffic Commission recommends and requests ordinance for 
posting of "NO PARKING AT AN'! TIME" on the East side of 
Hawthorne Blvd. where 190th Street westbound comes into 
Hawthorne Blvd. for northbound traffic. This is a narrow 
traffic lane and if a vehicle is parked between the KNX 
radio station driveway and 190th Street, it creates a 
traffic hazard for vehicles westbound. 

3. Traffic Commission recommends and requests ordinance for 
posting of "NO PARKING AT AN'! TIME" on the North side of 
Del Amo Blvd. just West of Madrona Ave., in front of 
Inglewood Dairy. This street is very narrow and if 
vehicles are allowed to park here they protrude into 
the traffic lane. 

4. Traffic Commission recommends and requests ordinance for 
posting of "YIELD RIGHT OF WAY" sign at Marcelina Avenue 
and Arlington Avenue for vehicles traveling Southwest on 
Marcelina Ave. at Arlington Ave. As it is now, it is 
hard to determine who has the right-of-way, and a stop 
sign would be too restrictive. 

The above four items would approximate a total value of $24.00. 

Further Information: 

1. Request from Mr. Elliot, 24255 Park Street, for Stop 
Signs to be placed for traffic on Park Street at 242nd 
Street, and from several residents in the area - Held 
Over - Lt. Nash will make survey and report at next 
Commission meeting. 

2. Request for a 15 MPH speed limit and stop signs near the 
Little League Ball Park at Victor and Del Amo Blvd., as 
requested by Mr. Pat Hogue at the City Council meeting 
of June 2, 1959, and referred by Council to the Traffic 
Commission. After discussion of this item, the Commis­
sion felt that "CAUTION -PLAYGROUND" signs, rather 
than reducing the speed limit would be more beneficial. 
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3. Referred to Traffic Commission by City Council - a letter 
from Mr. Fred A. Brand, 105 Calle de Arboles, for investi­
gation and recommendations re a flashing stop signal at 
Calle Mayor and Palos Verdes Blvd. Upon inspection of 
this intersection by the Commission, it is recommended 
that overhead street lighting be provided. 

4. Councilman Drale requested Bill Fagan to make a report 
and recommendation on l82nd and Yukon, north side of 
182nd as to a cross-gutter. 

Councilman Blount moved to concur with the recommendations of 
the Traffic Commission. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Bradford and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 

RESOLUTIONS: 

City Clerk Bartlett read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3739 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY 
CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST THAT CERTAIN 
AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AND COTTON & FRANCISCO, PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS, 
FOR AUDITING SERVICES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 

1959-1960. 

Councilman Bradford moved to dispense with further reading 
of the Resolution. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Drale and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 

Councilman Jahn moved to adopt Resolution No. 3739. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Drale and carried unanimously 

by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 

ORAL COl\1\Iv\UNICATIONS: 
1. City Manager Stevens asked if the action on the airport bids 
could be postponed several weeks, that Mr. Remelmeyer will be in 
Court all week and may not have time to prepare the required papers. 

Mayor Isen said the matter has already been put over for three 
weeks, but that they could review the progress next week and de­
cide then whether to put it over again. 

2. Councilman Beasley asked who is preparing plans for the re­
alignment of Newton Street back of the Fish Shanty. 

Mr. Peebles said that Engineering is doing it, and it is 
only a matter of getting the personnel on the staff. He said 
the work had been started. 

Councilman Beasley said the City had quite a lot of property 
there and it might be more difficult to do the work later, and 
he thought it was important that something get done on it now. 

3. City Manager Stevens said that everyone has probably read 
that the City's assessed valuation did not come up to expecta­
tions. He said that assumming public utilities will go up about 
the same percentage, then his estimate will be off about 2~ or 3 
million dollars. However, there was proposed in Sacramento that 

- 17 -

July 14, 1959 
Council Minutes 



221. 

there will be a uniform assessed valuation for public utilities 
throughout the State, and if that happens there may be a decrease 
of 25% and then the City would be hurt about 3 million dollars 
more. He said Mr. Scharfman told him he thought he had read in 
the paper where the Government had signed that Bill, however, he 
said he would check into that as it was his understanding the 
Bill was held over. He said that he thought between the time the 
tax rates are set in August, the City will have a pretty good 
picture up to that date and a better percentage, and they should 
probably be able to hold the tax rates that they had figured on. 

4. Councilman Jahn said that he and Councilman Drale wanted to 
get together with the Airport Commission next week and that he 
will call the Commission and set a date. 

5. Mayor Isen said that at the last Council meeting he had sub­
mitted the nomination of George Kurtz to the Airport Commission, 
Mr. Kurtz has since advised him that he will be unable to accept 
the appointment and asked that his name be withdrawn. 

Mayor Isen said he wished to nominate Mr. Joe Doss to the 
Airport Commission and would poll the Council at its next meet­
ing. 

6. Councilman Drale moved that all bills properly audited be paid, 
Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, and carried unanimously 

by roll call vote of those present (Benstead absent). 

The meeting adjourned at 11:00 P. M. 

APPROVD: 

~~ 

A. I. Bartlett, City Clerk or the City d 
Torrance, California 

Mayor or the City or Torrance 
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