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MIlruns OF A REGULAR MEETIlW 
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
OF THE CITY OF ToRRANcE 

Torrance, California, 
August 7. 1923. 

A regula.r meeting of the Board of Trustees of the City of 
Torrance was held in the Council Chambers at Torrance, Calif., 
August 7, 1923, and was called to order by President Gilbert 
at 8 :00 P.M . . The following Trustees were present: Fitzhugh, 
Nash. Proctor and Gilbert. Absent: stone. 

The minutes of the regular meeting of July 17, 1923, were 
read and approved as read. 

The regular order of business was suspended for the purpose 
of taking up the matter of the issuance of bonds for the paY::'lent 
of' improvements on Arlington Avenue. 

Mr. Klusman requested the Board to disregard the old ac­
'. 'ceptance jof the street and to accept the new street as it was 

today. 
Lawyer BrO\'nl stated that the dld acceptance of the work 

could not be set aside, and that no other acceptance was ne.ces-
sary. , 

As City Attorney Briney was not present at the moment, the 
matter was postponed until later in the evening, and the regular 
order of business resumed,. 

Clerk Bartlett read the following: 
"To the Board .of Trustees of Torrance, Calif. 
Gentlemen: . . 

The Torrance Daily Breeze respectfully requests that your 
honorable body adopt a resolutiOn this evening askinG the mer­
chants of the City of Torrance to close their places of business 
on Friday afternoon, August 10, 1923, from 1 o'clock to 4 o'clock, 
in reverence to our departed president, Warren G. Harding, and 
also· to apPOint this a da.y of mourning to ahow our love and .re­
verence to his honored name. 

Trusting that your honora.ble body will act upon this 1'e" 
solution, at this, ' the regular meeting of your board, we remain, 

Signed: THE TORRAliCE DAUY BREEZE 
by Albert Gilbert". 

Trustee :TI1itzhugh moved that such a resolution be drawn up. 
Trustee Hashse-conded the motion which was duly carried. 

A letter from the local Cha~ber of Conwerce adVising that 
the Fourth District Chambers of Commerce would have a meeting in 
the Legion Hall on the evening of August 9th at 6 :30 P.I:':. , 
serving dinner at $1. 00 per plate--mentioning the splended 
means. of advertising this City's hospitality, and bespeaking a 
larGe attendance. 

On motion by Trustee Proctor, seconded by Trust,ee Nash, 
and a majority vote. the letter was ordered a.ccepted and :riled. 

Ano'ther Cham.ber of Comrllerce communication was as follows: 
"That the attention of the City Trustees be called to the con­
dition of the old Redondo Road, and that they be requested to 
have same put in better condition, . and also have the Secretary 
of the ChEil-nber use .. h16 influence in having the supervisor carry 
on the work on this Road in the territory controlled :JY the 
County". ' 

As this matter was already being promulgated by the City 
Engineer, no further action was taken. 

A Resolution from the local Chamber of Commerce requesting 
the Board of Trustees "to pass a s pecial ordinance specifically 
prohibiting. the erection of oil derricks for the drilling for 
oil or similar substances within that part of the aaid Torrance 
Tract east ofM.adrid Ave. and north of Plaza del Ar:.10, and outside 
of the Industrial District cOilllllonly so called", \'TaL ree.d. 

The above was to be taken up later in the evening. 
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A petition, signed by several residents of the City, asking 

that a hardship be not worked on Mr •. Wright concerning his feep­
ing of bees contrary to Ordinance, was read. -

Truetee Proctor took exception to the imputation contained 
therein of the Ordinance having been adopted for personal reasons. 

On motion by Trustee Fitzhugh, secollded by Trustee Proctor, 
and a majority vote, the matter was referred to Judge Kine. 

A circular letter, being sent out by the City of Hermosa 
Beach, pl3titioning the Board of Equalization to reduce the County 
Budget 16% was read and referred to the City Attorney for report 
att;he next meeting on motion by Trustee ]'itzhut;h, seconded by 
Trustee Proctor, and a majority vote. 

A request from the County Department of Health that the City 
send a representative to the meeting to be held in the Redondo 
City Hall August 8th, was read. 

Trustee Fitzhugh moved that Health Officer Lancaster be asked 
to attend this meetine. Trustee nash seconded the motion which 
was duly carried. 

A stop notice and verified clai~ of Frank Graves Sash & Door 
Co. for materials furni-shed to the Brewer Construction Co. on the 
City Fire house and Jail job, wa.s received, which same was to be 
taken up later in the evenine. 

Seven petitions were filed with the City Clerk requestinG: 
tllat the Board refrain from passing legislation tending to hinder 
the drilling for oil in the restricted district of Torrance. 

A lively discussion, pro and con, followed, but no direct 
action was taken. 

Attorney Briney asked if' there were any objections against 
the ordering of bonds to be issued for the payment of the.paving 
on Arlington .Avenue' 

Mr. Klusman again requeBted the Board to disregard the for­
mer acceptance of the work on Arlington Avenue and to accept the 
street as it now stood. Attorney Briney, in no uncertain terms, 
explained why the request of Mr. KlusmarJ could or should not be 
granted, after \"Thich he asked Mr. KlUsman if he wished to protest 
a.gainst the issuance of the bonds. Mr. Klusmal1 answered that 
he did not Wish to protest. 

:r:io objections having been filed aGainst the issuinG of bonds 
for the payment of the paving on Arlington Avenue, Attorney Briney 
read: 

RESOLUTION NO. 132 

A RESOLUTION ORIl]]RING THE ISSUInG OF BONDS 
FOR THE IIIiPROVEMENT OF ARLIHGTON AVElruE 

Trustee Proctor moved that Resolution No. 132 be adopted as 
read, and t~le same filed in the office of the City Clerk. Trustee 
Fitzhugh seconded the motion which was duly carried by the fol­
lowing roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fitzhugh, Nash, Proctor and Gilbert. 
NOES; Trustees: None. 
ABSENT; Trustee stone. 

Trustee Nash reported that, as he had stated at the lailt 
meeting, it was quite necessary to curtail expenditures to the 
last degree for tlle next three months, and asked the cooperation 
of other departments along this line. 

Trustee Proctor had nothing to-report except that he was 
cutting his force as much as possible in line with J\!r. Nash's 
request. 
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Attorney Briney reported that he had atte:Gded the hearing 
before the Railroad COlllillission on the matter of the Santa Fe 
franchise for permission to construct their road through to 
Wilmington; that there were. no protests against it, but the 
question of grade orossings had ' not been fully settled. 

The Reoorder reported :fines to the amount of $785.00 
for the month of July. The report was to be filed and the 
mone.y banked as usual. 

Building permits to the amount of 0106,875.00 were re­
ported for July, of whioh amount $30,000.00 were for Oil der­
rioks. 

---.-'-
A report from the CltyEngineer read as follows: 

IN THE MATTER OF WATER SERVICE IN THE 
AMAPOLA AVENUE DISTRICT 

"I have taken the matter. up with the Torranoe Water, Light 
& Power Co. and made every effort toward securing a solution 
of·the problem that would afford even a temporary relief from 
the inadequate water supply in that district; have sllgt ested 
improvements that would involve comparatively little expense 
that I am sure would materially help remedy the conditions. 
I am finally informed by the Secretary, Mr. McCord, that they 
are not in a position to make any: expenditures whatever for 
the relief of this district, consequently ,.,hatever is done 
in the matter '1'1111 have ·to be done at· the expense of property 
owners or the City of Torrance". 

Respectfu];ly submitted, 
Signed: J. J. Jessup, City Eng. 

Trustee Fitzhugh moved that the City Attorney beinstr­
ucted to ta.Jce the necessary steps to bring the water question 
before the Railroad Commission, both as to service and price. 
Trustee Prootor seconded the motion Which was duly carried 
by the following roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fitzhugh, Nash, Proctor and Gilbert. 
NOES; Trustees: :Hone. 
ABSR~; Trustee Stone. 

Attorney Briney · read: 
ORDINANCE UO. 61 

ESTABLISHING STREET GRADES ON WATSON STREET 
IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Trustee Proctor 'moved that Ordinance Ho. 61 be adopted 
as read, and the same filed in the office of the City Clerk. 
Trustee Hash aeconded the motion which "Taa duly carried by 
the follovTing roll call vote: 

AYES; Trusteee:Fitzhugh, Nash, Proctor and Gilbert. 
nOES; Trustees: None. 
ABSEm' ; Trustee stone. 

As to muffling the exhausts on Oil Derrick enbir.es, Pre­
sident .Gilbert stated that he would make an investigation as 
to what was toward and report at the next meeting. 

In the matter of water., gas, etc. in the Harnmert6n Tract, 
Mr. V~nderrule was reminded that. this tract is outside of Torrance. 

On a question by Trustee Fitzhugh, Attorney Briney stated 
that the tax rate data should be in the hands of the Board 
by the second lJondEl\Y · in August and the new rate sl1.ould be set 
by the last Tuesday in the month. 

On account of the petitions received a.skine the Board 
not to hinder the drilling for oil in the restricted district, 
the Clerk was instructed to answer the letter from the Chamber 
of' Commerce. 
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Clerk Bartlett statedtha.t the Santa Fe Co. had asked permis-
SiOll to place their road camp on Lincoln street. . 

Trustee Proctor moved that permission be granted w'ith the rider 
attached that the CIll';1P have a good appe~rance, be sufficiently 
sanitary, etc. Trustee Fitzhugh seconded the motion which was duly 
carried. 

. Mr, McMaster of the ·C.C.M.Oil Co. askeo., through Clerk Bart­
lett,if it waa neces~ary to take out a permit to erect large oil 
ta.ru:s, costil1g se'veral thousand doJ,.lars each, as he thought this 
ought to be in,cluded in the derrick permit. Uo action wa" taken 
ot:her than to instruct the Clerk to write to the City Clerk in 
Huntington Beach askinG for a date to meet the Euntington Beach 
Board of Trusteel3 so as to get some date as to how the oil question 
was being handled by them. 

The following estimate was read by Attorney Briney: 
"In response to your instructions on July 17th, I submit the 

followineestimate of the cost of pavil~ portions of western Avenue 
and El Prado in the City of. Torrance: ' 

It is proposed to pave a twenty foot strip of western Avenue 
from the northern lineo! the City ot Torrance southerly to the 
northern line of El Prado; a thirteen foot strip on each side of 
El Prado from the eastern line of Border Avenue easterly to western 
Avenue; and that the roadways between curb lines on said streets 
betw~en said limits be Graded. ~ 

After careful analys:is I estiuate the cost of said work to be 
$60,000.00." 

Respectfully ,submit ted, 
Signed: J. J. Jessup, City Eng." 

In connection with the above estimate, Attorney Briney read: 
RESOLUTION NO. 133 

c 

RESOLVED, That the estirllate of the City Engineer of the City 
of Torrance of the cost of improvements on portions of western 
Avenue an~ El Prado being $60,000.00 is hereby approved and ordered 
filed. 

Trustee Fit~hugh moved that Resolution No. 133 be adopted as 
read, and the same filed in the office of the City Clerk. Trustee 
Proctor seconded the ~otion whieh was duly carried. 

,Attorney Briney read: 
RESOLUTION NO. 134 

BE IT . RESOLVED, That Resolution No. 121 and Resolution ot 
Intention No. 131 be, and the same are hereby ,rescinded. 

Trustee Proctor moved that Resolution No. 134 be adopted as 
read, and the same filed in the office of the City Clerk. Trustee 
!;rash seoo.nded the motion 'which was duly earried. 

The Qity Attorney .read: 
RESOLUTION :nO. 135 

A RESOLUTIOn ADOPTING SPECIFICATIons FOR 
PAVING IN THE 222D-PLAZA DEL AHO DISTRICT 

.Trustee Fitzhut~h moved that Resolution Ucr. 135 be adopted as 
read, and the srune :rile~ in the office of the Cj,.ty Clerk. Trustee 
Nash seconded the motion which was duly carried by the following 
roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees,: Fitzhugh, Nash, Proctor and G:ilbert. 
\ ' HOES; Trustees: None. 

ABSENT; Trustee stone. 

I 
" 
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The City Attorney read: 
RESOLUTION OF InTENTIOn HO. 136 

A RESOLUTION OF INTENTION TO PAVE PORTIONS OF 
CERTAIN STREETS IN THE 222D-PLAZA DEL N~O 

DISTRICT 
(REPL/\CING R. OF I. NO. 131) 

Trustee Fitzhugh moved that Resolution of Intention No. 136: 
be adopted as read, and the same filed in the office of the 
City Clerk. Trustee N!i1-sh seconded the motion Which was duly 
carried by the following roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fitzhugh, Nash, Proctor and Gilbert. 
NOES; Trustees: None. 
ABSENT; Trustee Ston~. 

Attorney Briney asked those present if there were any pro­
tests against the paving of lImapola Avenue and portions of inter­
secting streets? 

A gentleman asked if it. would not be advisable to postpone 
the paving of the above distriet until such time as something 
definite was laiown about whether oil wells would be admitted 
to this distrlct,but made no direct protest. 

~ere being no protests. Attorney Briney read: 
RESOLUTION NO. 137 

A RESOLUTION· ORDERING WORK TO BE DONE 
IN THE A}!AllOLA DISTRICT 

., 

Truatee Proctor moved that Resolution No. 137 be adopted 
as read. and the same riled in the office of the City Clerk. 
Trustee Fitzhugh seconded the motion Which ",as duly carried 
by the following roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fitzhugh, Nash, Proctor and Gilbert. 
NOES; Trustees: None. 
ABSENT; Trustee Stone. 

T~stee Fitzhugh Illoved that the City Attorney be instructed 
to draw up a Reaolut'ion along the line submitted by the Torrance 
Breeze, their letter having been heretofore read, and that the 
Sanle be t;iven to the newspaper to print. Trustee Proctor se­
conded the motion which was duly carried. 

Trustee Proc~or moved that all bills, properly audited, be 
paid. Trustee Nash seconded the motion Which was duly carried 
by the following roll call vote: 

AYES; Trusteea: Fitzhugh, :Hash, Proctor and Gilbert. 
N01~S; Trustees: None. 
ABSEN'l'; Trustee stone. 

At 11 :15 P.M. ,on motion' by Trustee Proctor, 'seconded by 
Trustee :Nash,' and.' e. majority vote, the meeting adjourned until 
August 14th, 1923, at 8:00 P.M. 

Approved: 

--~-President of the B~ard of Trustees 
of the City of Torrance. 


