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Torrance, California
February 8, 1949

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF TORRANCE

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in & Regular
Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, California, on
Tuesday, February 8, 1949, at 8:05 p.m.

Mayor Sherfey called the meeting to order.

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being
Councilmen: Haggard, Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. Absent: Council-
man: Drale. .

In recognition of Boy Scout Week, Walter Bell, who was 1in the
audience, vas invited by Mayor Sherfey to lead the assemblage in
pledging alleglance to the Flag.

Councilman Jackson moved that the Minutes of a Regular Meeting
held January 25, 1949 be approved as written. Councilmen Powell
seconded the motion wvhich was carried unanimously.

YRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS

Mayor Sherfey announced that this 1s the time and place for a
public hearing on Case No. 153, Petition of John E. Kettler for a
Change of Zone affecting all of Tract No. 15213, situated at Sepul~-
veda Boulevard and Walnut Street, between Cabrillo and Western Ave.;
the property to be rezoned to R-1, with the exception of Lot 1,
Block 4 and Lot 1, Block 5, which are requested to be rezoned to
C-2 (General Commercisl).

Clerk Bartlett advised that no protests have been received.

City Manager Stevens read the Notice of Public Hearing and
stated that no protests have been received.

City Manager Stevens read the Planning Commission's recom-
mendation to grant the Change of Zone.

Mayor 8S8herfey called for oral protests. :

There being no protests, either written or oral, Councilman
Jackson moved that the Council grant the Petition of John E. Kettler
for a Change of Zone, Case No. 153, as recommended by the Planning
Commission, Councilman Powell seconded the motion which was carried
by the following »oll c¢ell vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Haggard,
Jackson, Povell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None ABSERNT:
COURCILMEN: Drale.

A commmunication from Tide Water Assocleted 01l Company was
read advising that for the twelve months preceding February 1, 1949,
no receipts or earnings were derived under the provisions of Fran-
chise Ordinance No. 127. Matter of record.

A commnication from J, C. Capt, Direotor, Bureau of the Census,
Department of Commerce, was read enclosing an official certificate of
the population of the City of Torrance, by color and sex, according

to the special census, taken as of December 29, 1948, which popula-
tion was distributed as follows: 5,270 occupled dwelling units,

Both Sexes Male  Female
Total population.... 17,450 8,779 8,671
Whit@.evsieeroes.. 16,935 8,485 8,450
Nonvhite......... 515 294 221



Councilman Powell moved that the report' from the Buresu of the
Census be filed. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which was
carried unanimously,

A communication from Resr Admiral Paul Hemdren, U. 3. Navy,
Caommander, U. 3. Naval Base Los Angeles, was read with regard to
storm water disposal in the vicinity of the Torrance Annex to the
Naval Supply Depot. The writer advised that, after a study of
the drainage situation in that aree, the conclusion vas reached
that unless a suitable outfall is provided for the whole area, the
Ravy 1is not justified in the expenditure of public funds for make-
shift measures which undoubtedly would prove inadequate and unsatis-
factory to the City of Torrance.

Councilman Powell moved that this storm water disposal problem
be referred to City Manager Stevens for investigation. Councilman
Haggard seconded the motion which was carried unanimously.

A communication from Kenneth H. Kall was read advising that the
Board of Review failed to notify him that his case was to be discussed
on February 2, 1949, at vhich time the Board decided to sustain his
removal as Bus Operator. The writer asked that a time be set for pre-
senting his side of the case to the Council.

Councilman Powell moved that the Council consider the request
of Mr, Kail for the purpose of granting him an interview in the near
future. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion.

At 8:15 p.m. Councilman Drale took his seat at the Council Table.

After explaining the request and motion to Councilman Drale,
Mayor Sherfey called for a vote, which was carried unanimously.

A communication, signed by four-residents living near the
fortilizer dumps in-the TPorrance Manor Pract, was read, whish
claimed that said -fertiliser ‘dumps do not sonstitute-a-public

.nuisance, and therefore there appears to be no reason for revocation

of permits to operate said dumps,

Councilman Drale moved that & time be set for holding a public
hearing on the matter of operating fertiligzer dumps in the Torrance
Manor Tract, as well as the operation of a hog ranch at 2310 - 166th
Street. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which was carried
unanimously. ur

Councilman Powell moved that a Public Hearing be held in the
Council Chamber on February 23, 1949, at 8:00 p.m. to consider the
matter of operating fertiliger dumps in the Torrance Manor Trast
as well as the operation of a hog ranch at 2310 - 166th Street.
gounqilman Jackson seconded the motion which was carried unanimous-

> O . : '

A'potitibn, bearing eight signatures, was presented requesting
the installation of Stop Signs at the intersectlon of Cabrillo Ave-
nue and Sepulveda Boulevard. :

A petition, bearing twenty signatures, was presented demanding
& train signal at the train orossing on Cabrillo Avenue.

Councilman Drale moved that the request for Stop Signs at the
intersection of Cabrillo Avenue and Sepulveda Boulevard be re-
ferred to the Chief of Polise for study and recommendation.

City Manager Stevens informed that the stop signs had already
been installed. '

Councilman Drale withdrew his motion.,

Councilman Powell moved that the request for a train signal
at the train orossing on Cabrillo Avenue be referred to City Attorney
Smith and City Manager Stevens. Councilman Drale seconded the motion
vhioh vas carried unanimously. ‘ :

; A communication from Willace W. Flewelling, Jr. and Nelvin Bray,
dba B & F Special Shopping Service, was read requesting a refund of
their fee for Business License No. 766, issued January 19, 1949, for
the reason that all operation of their business was discontinued on
January 31, 1949,
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Councilman Haggard moved that Willace W. Flewelling, Jr. and
Melvin Bray be granted a refund of their license fee in the amount
of $24.00. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which was carried
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN Drale, Haggard,
Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT:
COUNCILMEN: None.

A communication from K. J. Freeman was read making application
for a license to operate a used car business under the name of
Torrance Used Cars at 2030 Torrance Boulevard.

Councilman Haggard moved that the request of K. J. Freeman be
referred to Chief of Police 3troh for investigation and recommenda-
tion. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which was carried
unanimously.

A communication was read from City Manager Stevens submitting
the following recommendations for the Council's consideration and
approval:

PERSONNEL:
1. Police Department:

a. That the followlng personnel, having successfully passed
the Civil Service Examination, be appolnted to serve
their probationary term in the classification and at
the compensation indicated, all to be effective February
1, 1949, and all in accordance with recommendation of
Chief of Police:

W. H. Haslam from Sergeant to Captain, $318.00 per
month.

K. Friberg, S. Johnson and A. Thompson from Police
Officer to Sergeant, $304.00 per month.

Joe Miles, Police Officer at $242,.00 per month.
b. Approval of Organization Chart for Police Department.

2. That Rudolph Watson and Lester Clounch, having successfully
passed the Civil Service Examinstion, be appointed to serve
their probationary period as Bus Operators, effective on
the dates indicated and that their compensation be at the
rate of $221.00 per month. .

Rudolph Watson, effective January 10, 1949,
Lester Clounch, effective January 15, 1949,

3. That Ivan Eckersley, having successfully passed the Civil
Service Examination, be appointed to serve his probationary
period as Automotive Equipment Mechanic, effective February
1, 1949, at a compensation of $265.00 per month.

4, That the resignation of Merlin R. Cook, Automotive Equipment
Mechanic be accepted, effective February 1, 1949, and that
the City Clerk be instructed to make the necessary arrange-
ments for return of Retirement Fund moneys to Mr. Cook.

5. Conventions:
That the following personnel be authorized to attend
the conveations indicated and that their appropriate ex-
penses be paid:

a. Elmer S. Moon to Recreation Convention to be held
in Santa Barbara, February 10 to 12, 1949.



‘b. City Manager to City Manager's Conference in Santa
Cruz, to be held February 18 to 20, 1949,

APPROPRIATIORS:

1. That an appropriation be made in an amount not to exceed
$600.00, for the installation of an acoustical ceiling in
the Council Chambers.

Councilman Drale moved that the Council concur in the recom-
mendations of City Manager Stevens. Councilman Haggard seconded
the motion which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES:
COUNCILMEN: Drale, Haggard, Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. NOES:
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None.

A communication from John R. Patrick, Secretary, Torrance
Planning Commission, was read advising that at a meeting of the
Commission held February 1, 1949, it was unanimously voted to
recommend the approval of the following Tract Maps:

1. Tentative Tract Map No. 15853, which is
located west of Via Monte D'Oro, north
- of City Limits of Pslos Verdes and south
of Calle Mayor. !

T 2. Pinal Tract Map No. 15569, located east
; of Seaside Ranchos and north of Seaside
s Heights, subject to minor engineering

- ) changes and the posting of the necessary
bonds.

Councilman Powell moved that the matter of approving Tenta-
tive Tract Map No. 15853 and Final Tract Map No. 15569 be referred . _to
the Council as a whole for further study. Councilman Jackson
seconded the motion which was carried unanimously.

A communication from John R. Patrick, Secretary, Torrance
Planning Commission, was read advising that at a meeting of the
Commission held February 1, 1949, the following matters were con-
sidered and acted upon:

At a meeting of the Torrance City Planning
Commission held February 1, 1949, the following
matters were considered and acted upon:

1. Case No. 155, petition of Longren Aircraft
for a Zoning Variance to permit the construc-
tion of an additional manufacturing building
at the southwest corner of Carson Street and
Date Avenue, was denied because the conditions
as set forth in Section 14 of the Land Use
Ordinance No. 316 were not complied with.

2. The request of W. D. and Ruby L. Smith, 2010
Martina Avenue, for permission to build a.
double garage and a garage apartment 4' from
the property line instead of 5', was approved.

3. Permission was granted the Palisades Builders
to reduce the sideyard set-back to 4' on three
lots in Tract No. 15397.

Councilman Powell moved that the Council concur in the action
of the Planning Commission with regard to Items 1, 2 and 3, as above
set forth. Councilman Drale seconded the motion which was carried -
unanimously. ,



I4

Clerk Bartlett presented -and read title to:
RESOLUTION NO. 1958

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, REQUESTING THE BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS TO MAKE ALLOCATION OF MOTOR VEHICLE
FUNDS FOR ACQUISITION OF RIGHT-OF-WAY AND STREET
IMPROVEMENTS AS HEREINAFTER SET FORTH.

Councilman Powell meved that further reeding of Resolution Ko.
1958 be dispensed with, Councilman Jackson seconded the motion

.whiech was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUN-

CILMEN: Drele, Haggard, Jackson, Powell and Sherfey., NOE3: COUN-
CILMEN: DNone. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None.

Councilman Jackson moved that Resolution No. 1958 be adopted.
Councilman Powell seconded the motion which was carried by the
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, Haggard,
Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. NOE3: ' COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT:
COUNCILMEN: None.

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to:
RESOLUTION NO. 1959

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TOR-
RANCE REPEALING RESOLUTION NO. 1823 OF THE CITY OF
TORRANCE FOR THE REASONS THEREFORE AS STATED IN THE
BODY OF THIS RESOLUTION.

Councilman Jackson moved that further reading of Resolution
No. 1959 be diaspemsed with., Councilman Haggard seconded the motion
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL-
MEKR: Drale, Haggard, Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCIL-
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None.

Councilman Jackson moved that Resolution Ko. 1959 be sdopted.
Counciiman Haggard seconded the motion which was carried by the
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale,. Haggard,
Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT:
COUNCILMEN: Nene.

Clerk Bartlett presented for first and final reading and read
title to:

ORDINANCE NO. 440

AR ORDINARCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE REGULATING
THE ERECTION, OPERATION, MAINTENANCE AND ABAN-
DONMENT OF DERRICKS; REQUIRING THAT CERTAIN PER-
MITS BE OBTAINED; THE ABANDONMENT AND REMOVAL OF
SUMPS AND OTHER STRUCTURES IN CONNECTION THERE-
WITH; DECLARING CERTAIN CONDITIONS AS NUISANCES;
PROVIDING FOR ABATEMENT THEREOF; IMPOSING PENAL-
TIES FOR VIOLATIONS; AND REPEALING ALL OTHER OR-
DINANCES IN CONPLICT HEREWITH.

Mayor Sherfey inquired of City Attorney Smith if it is in
order to introduce another ordinance bearing No. 440 in view of
the fact that the action approving original Ordinance bearing
No. 440 for first reading at the meeting of November 9, 1948,
has not been rescinded, for the reason that Ordinance No. A4T,
presented at the meeting of January 25, 1949, rescinding the
action taken on November 9, 1948, failed to carry.

City Attorney Smith explained that this is an entirely
different Ordinance but having the same number as the original
ordinance, with which everyone is familiar.
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"After further discussion, Councilmsn Jackson moved that the -
Council rescind the action taken on the 9th day of November, 1948,
bK vhich said Council passed for its first reading Ordinance No.
4ho, Councilman Haggard seconded the motion which was carried by
the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, Haggard,
Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENRT:
COUNCILMEN: Konmse.

Councilman Drale stated that there are two points in the re-
vised Ordinance No. 440 which he questions, and moved that this
ordinance be tabled for & period of two weeks. Mayor Sherfey
seconded the motion which was carried by the following roll call
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, Haggard, Jackson, Powell and
Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None.

Councilman Drale moved that the property of Miss Cavansugh,
located on the southwest corner of Yukon Avenue and 1T4th Street
approximately 5.5 acres, be purchased for the purpose of erecting
a fire station, subject to furnishing proper title to the land,
the purchase price not to exceed $10,000.00. Councilman Jackson
seconded the motion which was carried by the following roll call
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, Haggard, Jackson, Powell and
Sherfey. HKNOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: KNone.

Councilman Haggard moved that out of respect to Postmaster Earl
C. Connor, deceased, who formerly served as a Mayor of the City of
Torrance, that the City Attorney be authorized to prepare a Reso-
lution of Condolence to be forwarded to the family of Earl C.
Connor. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which was carried
unanimously.

Councilman Powell reported that on the evening of February
4, 1949, by recommendation of members of the City Council, a
meeting was held out of which the nucleus of a Recreation Com-
mission was created by appointment and approvalof those present.
It is the intention of this Commission, explained Councilman Powell,
to hold meetings at regular intervals, the time and place to be
publicized. It was his wish that all citizens of Torrance in-
terested in a better and more efficient recreation program for the
future attend these meetings and offer their suggestions.

A commnication from W. J. Crowther was read submitting his
resignation as a member of the City Planning Commission, effective
Pebruary 1, 1949, which action will serve to eliminate all contro-
versy regarding his residence status and legal right to serve on
said Commission.

Councilmen Haggard moved that the resignation of W. J. Crowther
be accepted, and that a letter be forwarded to him expressing the
Council's apprecistion of his excellent service and untiring efforts
during the nine years he served as a member of the City Planning
Commission. Councilman Jackson seconded 'the motion which was
carried unanimously.

Councilman Haggard moved that Harold B. Bolas, 848 Calle
Arboles, Hollywood Riviera, be appointed to the Torrance Plan-
ning Commission to £1ill the vacancy created by the resignation
of W, J. Crowther. Councilman Drale seconded the motion which
vas carried unanimoysly.

QRAL _COMMUNICATIONS
Mr., Geddings of 2108 Santa Fe Avenue, Torrance, advised that
he has secured the signatures of two hundred people on a petition
to be presented to the Council, requesting that steps be taken to
enforce the fencing of oil pumps, derricks and sumps in the City
of Torrance. He explained at length the great hazard existing

because of the lack of protection, saying that children ride the
pumps with no thought of danger.



Mr. Millar suggested that the Council set a date for holding
a public hearing on Ordinance No. 440, and before the date that
coplies of the revised ordinance be distributed.

It was suggested by someone in the audience that a copy of
revised Ordinance No. 440 be posted on the Bulletin Board for the
benefit of those interested. The Council agreed that this was a
good suggestion.

City Attorney Smith explained that the matter of fencing
requgited by Mr. Geddings is mentioned in the new 0il Ordinance
No. 0.

After some discussion with regard to a public hearing on the
new 0il Ordinance. Councilman Drale moved that a public hearing
on the new 0il Ordinance and safety precaution measures to be
taken, be held within the next two weeks, the date to be set by
the Council and announced in the press. Councilman Powell '
seconded the motion which was carried unanimously.

Mrs. Rayonette Brown, representing the home owners adjacent
the Chanslor-Canfield Midway 01l Company's property, known as the
"Dust Bowl", made reference to the Citg Planning Commission's
recommendations of July and August, 1948, that this land be re-
zoned from A-1 to an R-1 Zone, but that to date the Council has
not taken the necessary steps to rezone this property. She de-
clared that the construction of residences will eliminate the dust
menace, and requested that a hearing be held on this matter within
the next two weseks.

Councilman Drale asked if the Chanslor-Canfield Midway 01l
Company is not willing to rezone the land, has the Council the
pover to do 1t.

City Attorney Smith replied in the affirmative. _

City Manager Stevens stated he wished that all the Coun-
c¢il had to do is to rezone the land. The Council, he said, has the
pover to rezone it, but in his opinion the Chanslor-Canfield Mid-
vay 01l Company has indicated that unless something of a compromise
can be worked out, they will not release the land. He felt assured
that some progress is being made, although it might not be apparent
to the petitioners. The Council, he stated, cannot arbitrarily
say that this land is R-1 property and sell it. He hoped that a
compromise can be worked out whereby the dust bowl will be eliminated
and homes constructed, with the Chanslor-Canfield Midway 01l Com-
pany retaining a portion of the land.

Mr. Stevens informed that there would have to be a public
hearing regarding the rezoning, and that just passing an ordinance
is not the only action necessary. He explained that three hearings
are required, after which the Planning Commission makes its recom-
mendations, and the Commission may then recommend that part of the
property be rezoned R-1l, another A-l, etc. He stated that a plan
is being worked out and, if acceptable to Chanslor-Canfield Midway
011 Company, they will then release the land.

City Attorney Smith said, "the power to rezone does not carry
with 1t the power to make the sale. If land is rezoned, the Coun-
cil's power ceases and 1t cannot compel anyone to sell that property
for residences or anything else."

Councilman Drale moved that Mrs. Brown be notified of the
next meeting between the Planning Commission and the City Council
on the question of rezoning the land owned by Chanslor-Canfleld .
Midway 011 Company. Councilman Haggard seconded the motion which
was carried unanimously.

Councilman Drale moved that the time for holding a public hear-
ing on the 01l Code be set for February 16, 1949, at 8:00 p.m. in
the Council Chamber. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which
was carried unanimously.
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Councilman Jackson moved that all bills properly audited be
paid. Councilman Haggard seconded the motion which was carried by
the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, Haggard,
Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSERT:
COUNCILMEN: None.

At 9:22 p.m., upon motion of Councilman Haggard, seconded by
Councilman Drale, and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned.

FRLE T g

CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE

_APPROVED: -

.

‘WAYOR OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE




