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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, california 
March 28, 1944 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Ch8m.ber, City Hall, Torrance, California, on 
Tuesday, Maroh 28, 1944, at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

. Clerk Bartlett called the roll, thos,e answering present being 
Councilmen: Bab,cock, Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. Absent: 
Councilman: Cucci. 

All those presen1i in the Council Chamber saluted the Flagt 

Councilman Hi tchoock moved that the minutes of a Be:gu1ar Meet­
ing held March 14, 1944 be approved as written. Councilman Babcock 
seconded the motlon., whioh was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COWlUNICATIONS 

A communioation was read from Mr. D. E. Andrew, Regional Pro­
tection Offioer, Regions No. 7 and 9, adviSing that under the new 
program adopted by the California.State War Council, all Regional 
Civilian Protection Offices will be closed, but that field offices 
will be maintained, and the Los Angeles Office will be located in 
Room 600 of the State Building, and effeotive April 1st, all corres­
pondence and contact should be with that office. Matter of record. 

A communioation was read from the ifalteria Civic Organization 
regarding the matter of w~ter running down Neece Avenue, from Mr. 
~uandt's.water tank and requesting that some aotion be taken to stop 
this. 

Following a short discussion, Councilman Powell moved that the 
City Clerk be authorized to notify Mr. Quandt by letter to abate the 

. nuisance resulting from the overflow of his water tank and the flood­
ing of Neeoe Avenue, and requesting Mr. Q.uandt to notify the Council 
as to· what action he proposes to take to remedy this condition; and 
that a copy of this letter to Mr. ~uandt be referred to the Council. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was Barried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Walteria Civic Organization 
requesting a schedule of the days on which garbage is collected in 
Walter1a, and adVising that garbage is not being collected regularly 
in some sections of the community. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the communication be referred to 
the Garbage Contractor, requesting that he notify the Walteria Civic 
Organization, and also the City Clerk, of his schedule of collection. 

A communication was read from Mr. and Mrs. John R. Garner, 803 
Amapola Avenue, requesting the removal of two Acacia trees at the 
alley on Maricopa street, between Amapola and Madrid Avenues, as" 
they interfere with their garden. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the communication be referred to 
the Council as a whole for their inspection and recommendation. Coun­
cilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Mr. H. R. Douglas, 22320 Normandie 
Avenue, reques.ting permission to erect and occupy a tent house, ap­
proximately 16' x 20', on Block 50, Torrance Tract; such occupancy 
to be for a period or approximately six months, while they are demol­
ishing the American Legion Clubhouse, which they have purchased, and 
construoting a permanent home on this property. 



In reply to an. inquiry from 'the Mayor, Engineer Jain stated that 
he could see no h.arm in granting this request as the tent house would 
be placed well back from the street, among the trees on this property, 
and it would enable Mr. Douglas to demolish the American Legion build­
ing and erect a permanent dwelling on this property, which according 
to their plans would be a very nice hame. 

Mrs. Douglas, who was in the aUdience, stated that she has a 
statement from their doctor, whioh sheproduoed, advising tham to 
move from their present home on Normandie Avenue at once, as the fumes· 
f'rom the Rubbercraft factory and. Zinc smelter, directly west of them, 
were injurious to the health of their young son who is afflicted with 
asthma. 

Arter some discussion Councilman Hitchcock moved that a permit 
be issued to :Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Douglas to erect and occupy a tent 
heiuse, for a period of not more than six months, on Block 50, Torrance 
Tract. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried unani­
mously. 

A communication was read from the Automatic Printing Company, 
requesting permission to erect a temporary frame building, 15' x 30', 
on the rear of Lot 4, Block 3, Torrance Tract, for the duration of 
the war only, and .to be used for storage purposes.. . 

Councilman Powell moved that the request of the Automatic Print­
ing Company to erect a temporary frame building, for the duration of 
the war only, on the rear of Lot 4, Block 3, Torrance Tract, be granted. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, Which was carried unanimously. 

A communication ~s read from Mr. Frank L. Perry, Attorney-at-law 
Redondo Beach, representing the Estate of P. S. Venable,· deceased, 
and offering to sell to the City, the five lots in Walteria, belong­
ing to this Rata.te and now being rented to the City, for the sum of 
$1.750.00; or for the sum of $1500.00, providing. the City 11'111 take 
the title ~as is~ and take the necessary action to clear the title. 

After some discussion, Counoilman Hitchcock moved that the eom­
mun1.aation be. filed for future reference. Councilman Powell seconded 
the motion,. which was carried unanimously. 

A oommunioation was read from The Regional Planning Commission 
of the COunty of Los Angeles, transmitting a print showing proposed 
Amendment No. 41 · to the Master Plan of Highways of Los Angeles County, 
and requesting any suggestions. or questions, regarding the highways 
affeoted, since it affects highways within the City of Torrance. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that . the communioation he referred 
to the City Engineer for report. Councilman Powell seconded the 
motion, which was oarried unanimously. 

A communioation was read from Milky Williams Local Union 1414 
(C.l.O.), requesting the use of the Torrance Civic Auditorimn on 
Saturday, May 13, 1944, for the purpose of a departmental Mothers· 
Day Dance. 

Councilman Powell moved that the request of Milky Williams Local 
Union 1414 be granted. Councilman Babcock seoonded the motion, whioh 
was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Milky Williams Local Union 1414 
(C.I.O.) ., ealling attention "to a very unsatisfaotary situation ex­
isting among the employees of the Fire Department of the City of 
Torranee t ; the matter at issue being the question of wCover-upw 
whenever there is a fire, and suggesting that this practice either be 
abolished, or the employees be compensated for this ser~iee; and re­
questing the opportunity of appearing before the Council to discuss 
this matter. 

COuncilman Hitchcock moved that the request of Milky Williams 
Local Union 1414 to appear before the Council to discuss the matters 
men tioned in their communi cation, be gran ted. Councilman Powell 
seconded the motion, and suggested that the meeting be arranged for 
this week. 



Councilman Hitchcock amended his motion by adding that the City 
Clerk notify Mr. carl D. steele, Secretary of Milky Williams Local 
Union 1414, and ascertain whether he could be present at the meeting. 

Mr. li... E. Treloar, President of the State, County & Municipal 
Workers of America, Local 3&0, stated that there was a .Resolution and 
other correspondence attached to the cammunieation from Milky Williams 
Local Union 1414, and requeste.d that these communications also be read. 

) Upon being so instructed by the Mayor, Clerk Bartlett read a 
communication from the State, County ,& Municipal Workers of America, 

) Local 300; a communication froIll the 011 Workers International Union, 
dated November 18, 1943, addressed to Local No. 360; and a Resolution 
signed by ten members of the Torrane.e Fire Department; all baing in 
referene.e to the matter of "'Cover-up" in the Fire Department. 

Mr. Jefrery, representing Local 300~ addressed the Council, call­
ing attention to the faet that the question of "'Cover-up'" was first 
brought to the attention of the COuncil over a year and a half ago, 
and requested a decision ton~ght. 

Councilman Powel·l remarked that the Fire Chief was in no way to 
blame for the existing conditia,ns, as it is a quest~on of either 
getting a crew to adequately man the Department, or o.f compensating 
thQ men for their services when they are called upon to cover up .. 

Mayor MoGuire stated that there was a motion before the house. 
Counoilman Hitchcock further amended his motion to read that the 

request of Milky Williams Local Union 1414 for a mee.ting with the 
Council be granted, and that the City Clerk be requested to contact 
Mr. steele, Secretary of the Union, and arrange for a suitable data 
for such meeting, and to a.dvise Mr. Staele that he may bring any 
representatives he may wish to the meeting. Councilman Powell 
seconded the motion, which was earried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Board of Administration, State 
Employees,' Retirement System, addressed to the City Attorney~ advis­
ing that the cost of the investigation and valuation required in the 
determination of the approximate contribution to be made by the City 
of Torranoe, based on a total of 123 employees, would be t328.75. 

In reply to an inquiry from the Mayor as to the next step to be 
taken, Attorney McCall edvised that a :torm accompanied the above com­
munication, to be e.ompleted by the City,requesting the Board of Ad­
IPin:l,strat1on to proceed. with the inves.tigation an,d valuation, and to 
forward a contract to be executed by the C1tyof 'rorranae; that after 
the survey is made the Actuary will submit a report to the Council 
as to how much it will cost the City and the employees, and then if 
the City wished to prooeed with the plan it eou1d be adopted by ordi­
nance, or it could be submitted to the people and go on the ballot. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the Board of Administration, 
State Employees' netirement System, be .authori:z.ed to proceed with the 
invest1ga.tion and valuation, at a cost to the City of not to exceed 
$300.00 for this survey, based on approximately 123 employees as of 
this date. COuncilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
Hi tchoock, Powell and McGuire • . NOES': C'OUNCIIIlEN: None. AbSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Cucoi. 

A communication was read, signed by Fire Chief MoMaster, and 
Polioe Chief Stroh, ealling attention to the present low grade of 
gasoline, and recommending that the City contact the distributor 
and see if it is possible to get Ethyl gasoline tor the use of these 
two departments. 

Councilman Powell ~ved that the cOJlUllunication be turned over 
to the Purchasing Agent, and that he be authorized to oontact the 
Distributor and make an efr-ort to obtain Ethyl ' gasoline .1"01" the Fire 
and Police Departments' eqUipment. .Counc.ilman Babcock seconded the 
motion, which was carried unanimously. 



11 communication was read from J. A. Benell, Agent, addressed to 
Mr. H. E. H1tchcock,61ty Councilm4n, referring to the matter of a 

. right.-of-way for Orenshaw Boulevard through Lots 9 J 2::3 and 24, straw­
berry Home Tract, and advising that the owner, Mr. Cottonwo1.l1d re-
quire $10,000.00 to clear these lots. . 
*** ....... "' ... ..".l'!l .. ... d .i . _<:.~ngAion aounc1lm.an .. H:tt.~cock moved that the City 

search on the lots in question ,(to determine title the condition ot the 
mot1on, wnl.cn WQ~ ,;"' ....... ______ _ ._. 

A communication was read from The Atchison, Topeka and Santa 
Fe Railway Company, in reference to the proposed grading and resUl!­
.facing of Madrona Avenue between Carson Street and Sepulveda ·Boule­
vard; and requesting assurance that they would again be permitted 
to cross Madrona Avenue, should occasion arise, in the eTeDt they 
removed their tracks-across this street. 

After a short cUsCUSSiOD Councilman Powell moved that the Rail­
way Oompany be 1nformed that they will be permitted to relay their 
tracks at any time in the future, should the occasion arise. Coun­
cilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from CIty Engineer Jain, recommending 
that the Councll br1ng before the Board of Directors of the Moneta 
later Company, the request that they repair their water line along 
Arlington Avenue, south of l82nd street, so as to eliminate the 
swampy condition existing there. . 

Councilman H1tchcock.moved that the City Engineer be authorized 
to write a letter .to the Moneta Water Company, calling their atten­
tion to the leaky condition of their water main on Arlington Avenue, 
and requesting that this letter be read. at their Sto~kh()ld..rs' Meet­
ing, to .be held on April 3, 1944. Counqilman Powell seconded the 
motion, llhich was carried unanimously • 

. .it . communication was read fro·m the state Division of Highways, 
in reference to the installation of signals at the intersection of 
Hawthorne Avenue and Pacific Coast Highway; and advising that their 
Traf:fic Department w11l again make an investigation at this inter­
section and advise the Council o·f the results. Matter of record. 

1 

A communication was read from City Engineer Jain, recommending 
that a plan-checking fee be charged for all bulldings requiring de­
sign by a structural engineer or architect, in an amount equal to one­
half the cost of the building permit; and that thel:lullding Depart­
ment be authorized to have this checking done through the facilities 
of the Pacific Ooast Building Oft1cials COnfarence. . 

Councilman Hitchcock requested Clerk Bartlett to prepare a resa­
lutio,n establish1ng a plan-checking fee, in accor~ance with the ' 
recommendation of Engineer Jain, and moved the adoption af: 

RESOLUTION NO. ·1648 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNOIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE ESTABLISHING A PLAN-CHECKING 
FEE. FOR ALL BUILDINGS BE.~UIRlNG I1ESIGN BY 
A STRUCTURAL ENGINEER OR ARCHITECT. 

Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was canried by the: 
following roll eall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: CQUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL­
MEN: Qltcei. 

A comm:unica t10n was read f.rom Engineer Jain, in regard to the 
construction of a tennis and badminton court on Park Street, in 
Walteria, and submitting an estimate of the cost of the materials 
required for the surfac.ing of same, amounting to $738.00, which 
figures do not include labor or equipment. 



A communication was read from J. A. Benell, Agent, addressed to 
Mr. H. E. Hitchcock, Oity Councilman, referrimg to the matter of a 

. right-of-ny for crenshaw Boulevard through Lots 9, 2:.1 and 24, Straw­
berry Home Tract, and advising that the owner, Mr. Cotton ·wo1.l.ld re-
quire $10,000.00 to clear these lots. . 

After som.e discussion Councilman Hit.~cock m.oved that the City 
Attorney be authori7.ed to obtain a titlerand the number of owners 
involved; and to furnish a map and draw the necessary papers for the • 
starting of a aondemnat1o-n suit. Co-uncilman P-OYiell seeonded the i . 

motion, which was carried unanimOusly. 

A communication was read from The Atchison, Topeka and santa 
Fe Railway Company, inreferenoe to the proposed grading and resur­
~aci:rag of Madrona Avenue be~ween Carson Street and Sepulveda ·Boule­
vard; and requesting assurance that they would again be permitt.ed 
to eross Madro:raa Avenue, should occasion arise, in the event they 
removed their tracks across this street. 

After a short discussion Councilman Powell moved that the Rail­
way Company be informed that they will be permitted to relay their 
tracks at any time in the future, should the occasion arise. Coun­
cilman Babcook seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A. communication was read from C1 ty Engineer Jain, recommending 
that the Council bring before the Board of Directors of the Moneta 
Water Company, the request that they repair their water line along 
Arlington Avenue, south of 182nd $treet, so as to eliminate the 
swwnpy condition existing there • . 

Councilman Hitchcock.moved that the City Engineer be authorized 
to write a letter.to the Moneta Water Company, o~ll1ng thdr atten­
tion to the leaky condition of their water main on Arlington Avenue. 
and requesting that this letter be read at their sto~kholders' Ueet­
ing, to .be held on April 3, 1944. CounQilman Powell seconded the 
motion, whiCh was earried un~imously • 

. A_communication was readfro,m the State Division of Highways. 
in reference to the installation of signals at the intersection o,f 
Hawthorne Avenue and Paoific coast Highway; and ad.vising that their 
Traffic Department will again make an invastigation at this inter­
sec.tionand advise the Council of the results. lIlatter of record. 

A communication was read from City Engineer Jain, reconunending 
that a plan-checking fee ba charged for all buildings requiring de­
sign by a structural engineer or architect, in an amount equal to ome­
half the cost of the building permit; a:radthat the Building Depart­
ment be authorized to have this checking done through the facilities 
of the Pacific Coast Building Ot:t'ici/lls Conference. . 

Councilman Hitchcock requested Clerk Bartlett to prepare a reso­
lution establishing a plan-checking rea, in accor~ance with the· 
recommendation of Engineer Jain, and moved the adoption of~ 

RESOLUTION NO. -1048 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE ESTABLISHING A PLAN-CHECKING 
FEE- FOR ALL BUILDINGS RE.Q.UIRlNG DESIGN BY 
A STRUCTURAL ENGINEER OR ARCHITECT. 

Councilman Babcook seconded the motion, which was ca~ried by the: 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Powell and M.cGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL­
MEN: CuCCi. 

A communication was read from Engineer Jain, in regard to the 
construction of a tennis and badminton court on Park street, in 
Walteria, and submitting an estimate of the cost of the materials 
required for the surfaeing of same, amounting to $:738.00, which 
figures do not include labor or equipment. 



Followi:ng some discussion, Councilman Powell moved. that the 
CIty Engineer be requested to make an estimate 01' the total cost of 
the materials, labor and .qu1pment necessary tor construction 01' 
badminton courts in Wal teria, ~il~~Q."il.g-~&imtf1otfil-~1S--t!l-1ie:iUJna, 
including basketball equipment, and present said. estimate to the 
Council at the earliest possible date. Councilman Hitchcock seconded 
the motion, and suggested that Mr. Jain conter with the Recreation 
Comm1 ttee regarding their needs and·· desires. 

Councilman Powell amended his motion to read, that the City 
Engineer be authorized to contact the Chairman ot the Youth COmmission 
with reference to the installation 0'1" badminton and. basketball courts 
in Ialterl8: dIstrict, and make an estimate as to the cost 0'1" con­
structing and equipping these courts. Oouncilman Hitchcock seconded. 

. the motion, as amended, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read trom Engineer Jain, adVising that a 
public hearing was held by the Oity Planning Commission on March 21, 
1944, to consider the petition 01' William Youkstetter tor a variance 
to allow the conversion at the old carbon plant on Lots 7, 8 and 9, 
Bl.ock 109, 'forrance 'fract, to a one story, thirty-unit apartment 
building; which hearing was oontinued to Maroh 27, at which time a 
vote was taken and the petition denied." Matter 01' record.. 

A communication was read trom Engineer Jain, adVising that the 
cost 01' oonstruot1ng a ooncrete runway tor min1ature automobile rac­
ing would be between $200.00 and $250.00; and recommending that this 
race track be placed in the tr1angular piece 01' property ImOWll as 
Lot p-o, lying between Border Avenue and the Border Avenue Pacitic 
Electrio tracks, southwest 0'1" the Doak Aircratt plant. 

Oouncilman Powsll moved that the Oity Engineer be authorized to 
enter into an agreement with the Grittith Oompany tor the oonstruc­
tion 01' the concrete runway tor the miniature automobile race track. 
at a maximum cost 01' 1250.00. Councilman Babcook seoonded the motion, 
which was carried by the tollowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Baboock, Hitchoock, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCIlMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: Cucci. 

A. communication AS read trom the Calitornia National Builders, 
reporting a considerable amount 01' theft on their construction jobs 
in 'larranoe, and requesting the cooperation of the Po11ce Departmen~ 
in an et'1"ort to put a stop to th1s. 

Counoilman Hi tohoook moved. that a copy ot this communication 
be referred to the Polioe Department. Counoilman Babcock seconded 
the mot1on, wh1ch was oarried unanimously. 

Is. oommunication was read trom Mr~ 'lard, Manager 01' the Torrance 
Municipal Bus Lines, enclosing a communication received from the 
Aluminum Company 01' Amerioa notitying us ot their intention of term­
inat1ng the addit10nal service to the1r plant. Matter of record. 

A communioation was read from Attorneys Flint & Maokay, addressed 
to City Attorney John E. McCall, enolosing copies 01' the proposed 
Ordinance of the City 01' Torranoe granting pipe line privileges to 
The National Supply Company. 

In reply to an' inquiry from the Mayor, Attorney McOall stated 
that it was now in order to pass this Franchise Ordinance for its 
first reading. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 



ORDINANCE. NO. 354 

AN ORDINANalil OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 
CALIFORNIA, GRANTING TO THE NATIONAL 
SOPl>LY COMPANY, A PENNSYLVANIA COR­
PORATION, A ~CHISE TO LAY, CONSTRUCT, 
MAINTAIN ,OPERATE, JmP AIR, RlmEW, CHANGE 
THE SIZE. ,OF, ANDB!WVE A PIPE LINE FOR 
THE TRANSPORTAT-IOJi OF PETROLEtlM, OIL, .AND 
LIQ;UID HYDROCARBON PRODUCTS THEREOF, IN, 
UNDER, ALONG AND AaROSS CERTAIN PUBLIC 
STREETS, HIGHWA.YS AND A,LLEYS IN SAID CITY. 

Counoi~ Hitchcock moved that turther reading ot Ordinance 
No .. 354 be dispensed with. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

ao.uncllman Hitchcock moved that Ordinance No. 35,4 be adopted 
tor t1rst reading. Councilman Babcock seoonded the motion, which 
was carried by the tollowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Hitchoook, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: 90UNCIIMEN: Cucci •. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO, 351 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 
<lALIFORNIA, GRANTING TO THE TEXAS COM­
P~, A DELAWARE CORPORATION, A FRAN­
CHISE TO LAY, CONSTRUCT, MAINTAIN, OPER­
ATE, REPAIR, REND, CHANGE THE S~ZE OF, 
AND REMOVE A PIPE LINE FOR, THE TRANS­
PORTATION OF PETROLEUM, OIL, AND LIQ,UID 
HYDROCARBON PRODUCTS THEREQlI', IN, UNDER, 
ALONG AND ACROSS CERTAIN. PUBLIC STREETS, 
HIGHWAYS AND ALLEYS IN SAID CITY. 

Counoilman Powell moved that Ordinance No. 351 be adopted tal' 
second andtinal reading. COuncilman Babcook seconded the motion, 
which was oarried by the tollowi~g roll call Tota: AYES: COUNCIL­
MEN: Babcock, Hi tchoook, Powell and McGuire. NOES: OOUNCILMEN: 
None.. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN; C~cci .. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 352 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE .CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF' TORRANCE PROVIDING IPOR TAKING 
tIP, DISPOSING OF, AND SELLING LOST AND· 
ABANDONED PROPERTY, AND FOR D~SPOSING OF 
MUNICIPALLY OINED PROPERTY. 

Councilman Baboock moved that Ordinance No. ~52 be adopted tor 
seoond and tinal reading. Counoilman Hitohoock seoonded the motion, 
which was carried by the tollowing roll call vote: A;YES: COUNCIL­
MEN: Babcook, Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None.. ABSENT: COUNClIHEN: Cuoci. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 



ORDUllANCE NO. 35,3 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY GOUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF ". TORRANCE REGULATI14G THE KEEPING 
OF POULTRY AND DOMESTIC ANIMALS, AND 
AMENDING SECTION NO.5, PARAGRAPH NO. a 
OF ORDINANCE NO. 316- (OFFICIAL LAND USE 
PLAN AND !UP). . 

Councilman Powall moved that Ordinance No. 353 be adopted ror 
second and final reading. Councilman Babcock seoonded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL­
MEN: Babcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Hi t.choock,. 
.ABS:lmT: COUNCILMEN: CUcci. 

Clerk Bart1et.t presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1649 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE, ACCEPTING BIDS FOR CERTAIN 
TAX DEEDED LANDS IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 
AND INSTRUCTING THE CITY CLERK TO APPLY TO 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY FOR SUCH TAX DEEDS. 

CoUllcllm.a.n Babcock moved that Resolution No. 1649 be adopted. 
Counoilman Hitohcock seconded the motio.n, which was carried by the 
rollonng roll call vot.e: AYES:. COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hi tohco ck, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN! None. ABSENT: aOUNCIL­
MEN: CUoci. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to! 

RESOLUTION NO. 1650 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING EXECUTION 
OF LEASE WITH LOUIS S. BOSSE AND MARIE. 
BOSSE FOR LIBRARY BUILDING IN WALTERIA. 

Councilman Hitchoock moved that Resolutio.n No. 1650 be adopted. 
Councilman Baboook seconded the motioll, whioh was carried by the 
tollowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILI4EN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
PQwell and McGuire. NOES: COUNClIMEN: Bone. .ABSENT: COUNCIL­
lIEN: Cucci. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1651 

RESOLUTION OF m& CITY COUNCIL OF. THK 
CITY OF TORRANOE. APPROVING .KI.ECTION 
PRECINCTS AND APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION 
OFFICERS FOR GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION 
APRIL l.1, 1944. 

Couneilman Babcock moved that Resolution No. 1651 be adopted. 
Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: OOUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Powell. and MoGuire. HOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIlMEN: 
Cucci. 

Oouncilman Powell moved that Ernest Lopp, an employee in the 
Fire Department, rece1ye an increase in salary of $10.00 per month, 
ettective Karoh 27, 1944, as he has completed six months servioe in 



that Department. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, whioh was 
carried by the following roll call Tote: AYES: COUNCIll4EN: Babcock, 
Hi tchcocJc, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIIMEN: None. ABSEN'.l: 
COUNCIIMEN: CUoci. 

Councilman Powell advised , that he received a recommendation from 
Fire Chief MCMaster that a fire hydrant be installed on the south side 
of 213th Street, approximately 200 ft. west of Huber Street, as a 
hydrant at this looation would provide better protection for the 
Defense Plant Corpora t1 on • s build illg. 

Whereupon, Councilman Powell moved that the Torrance Municipal 
Water District No. 1 be authorized to install a fire hydrant at the 
aDove~ent10ned location; and that a letter be sent to Mr. Ired J. 
~rpenter, of the National Supply Compaay, and to the Insurance 
Carrier, adviSing them of this action. Councilman Hitchcock seconded. 
the motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILJIEN: Babcock,· Hitchcock, Powell and IIcGuire. NOES: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. ABSENT:· COUNCILMEN: Cucci. 

Councilman Powell again brought up the matter of the proposed 
meeting to be arranged with Mr. Steele and the Mllky Williams Local 
Union 1414, and moved that a tentative date be sat for this meeting; 
and suggested that it be held on Thursday ,Karoh 30, at 5:00 P.M.; 
and the City Clerk was authorized -to oontact Mr. Steele and see it 
this date would be satisfactory for him and theCi ty employees, and 
any other represen tati Tes he may care to bring. Counoilman Hitchcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried unant.ously. 

Councilman Powell announced that CoUnc'ilman. Cucci had just 
pboned in, adVising that he was unable to get away from.his businesa 
and would therefore be unable to be pres~nt at the meeting. 

( 

Councilman Hitchcock moTed that an apprpriation of 1475.00 be 
authorized for addit10nal sidewalks at the southerly end of eabrlllo 
Avenue, to conneot w1th the subdiv1sion to the south. Counoilman 
Baboook seoonded the motion, which AS carried by the tollowing roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCIIJ4EN: Babaook, Hitohcock, Powell and 
McGuire. NOES: COUNCII.I4EN: None. ABSE.NT: COUNCII.MEN: · CUoci. 

Counoilman Hitohoock moved that an appropriation of $300.00 be 
·authorized for reck on Cebrillo Avenue, south ot 222nd street, whioh 
had not previously been paved. CounoilmanBabcock seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the tollowing roll call vote: AYRS: COUNCIIIID: 
Babcook, Hitchcock, PQ"ll and McGuire. NOES: QOUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN 1 Cucci. 

Councilman Hitchcook moTed that an appropriation of .7~.28 plus 
tax, be made tor the purchase of 2.29 tons of barley hay tor the horses. 
Councilman Babcock seoonded tae motion, .ich was carried by the 
tollowing roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, Hitchcock, 
Ponll and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILJmN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
CUoo1. 

Councilman Hi tohcook moved that an appropriation ot $&0.60 plus 
tax, be made for the purohase ot one weed spraying gun. COlUilic1lman 
Baboook seconded the motion, which was carried by the follOwing roll 
call vote: AIES: . COUNCILMEN: Baboock, Hitohcook, Ponll and )(~uire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIumN: Cuoci. 

Counoilman HitchQock moved that an appropriation of .76.~, 
plus tax, . be made tor the purchase of 1000 gallons ot B1tumu1s tor 
general street repairs. COunoilman Babcock seconded the mot1on, 
whioh was oarried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCn .... 
MEN: Babcock, Il1 tchcock, Powell and KoGuire. )IOES:. COUNOILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCIIJ4EN: CUcci. 



Counoilman Ba,beook moved that the expenditure ot $55.00 be 
author1zed tor the rental of three busses from Mack Auto TOurs, on 
Maroh 24, 1944, for the transportation of draftees to the induction 
center; this amount to be refunded by the Draft Board. Councilman 
Hitchoock seconded the motion, . whioh was oarried by the following 
roll call vote: AYXS: COUNCILMEN: . Babcock, Hitchcock, Powell and 
McGuire. NOES: COUNCIUl.lm: None. ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: Cuoci. 

Counoilman Babcock requested the Bus Manager, Mr. Ward, to meet 
with the Council immediately after the meeting; adding that it had 
been brOught to h1sattention that bus drivers were snoking while on 
duty. and requested the Bus Kanager to intor.m eaoh driver, in writing, 
that he is. not permitted to smoke wh11e the busses are in operation. 

Counoilman Baboook stated that he wished to. make this in the 
form ot a motion. COuncilman Hitchcock seoonded the motion. 

Kayor McGuire offered the suggestion that signs be installed in 
the busses requesting no snoking, and thought this would be. sutfi­
oient.. . 

Councilman Powell stated that it it 1I8.S necessary for an ordi­
nanoe to be passed to restrict snoking, that this should be done. 

Mr. Ward said he thought it was a very good suggestion, to pro­
hib1t smoking on the busses Since they are so or-o~ed, but suggested 
that signs be installed t1rst, and if that did not have the desired 
effect that an ordinanoe be adopted. 

CouncUman Baboook amended his motion by adding that the Bus 
Manager be authorized to install signs in .the busses to the eftect 
that the passengers, as well as the drivers, please retrain from 
smoking. 

Councilman Hitohcock agreed to the amendment to the motion, 
which _s oarried unf1llimously. 

Councilman Babcock stated that oomplaints had been received 
about the lack ot a sidewalk on the Engrac1a side of the triangular 
park at Cota, Engrao1a and Manuel Avenues; and moved that the City 
Engineer be authorized to obtain an estimate trom the Griff1th 
Company on the cost of constructing a sidewalk on the Engraola 
&venue side of this park. COUncilman Hitchcock seoonded the motion, 
which was oarried unanimOusly. 

Clerk Bartlett requested that the eounc1~ grant Mrs. Maude 
, Deininger, one of the employees in his oftioe, an increase of $10.00 
per month, stating. that she had completed her probationary period 
some time ago, and that she was one ot the lowest pa1d employees in 
his office and felt that she was ent1tled to an increase. 

Mayor MGGu1re asked how much the other employees in his of rice 
were receiving. Mr. Bartlett replied that I4rs. Beamon was getting 

. tl45.00 per IIlOnth, and IIrs. Worsham was , getting 1155.00 per month. 
Councilman Powell moTed that the request of llr. Bartlett be re­

ferred to the Council as a whole. Councilman Hitchcock seoonded 
the motion. 

Clerk Bartlett objected; stating that he has tried aeveral times 
to obtain increases in salary for the employees in his department 
and each . time his request has been referred to the COuncil as a 
whole, and no action taken. He added that Mrs. :Deininger is a very 
efficient employee and is entitled to the increase asked for. 

14a;1or McGuire called for. a vote on the motion before the house. 
which was carried unanimously. 

Mayor MoGuire moved that the expend1ture of $922.21 be author­
ized for the purchase of 1008 feet of cast iron pipe for the water 
Department. Oouncllman Hitchcock seconded the mot1on, whlch was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: OOUNCILMEN: 
Baboook, Hi tchcook Powell and MoGuire. NOKS: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Cuoci. 



ORAL COMMUNICATIOHS 

Mr. Charles Elman, 518 SOuth Figueroa street, Los Angeles, re­
quested permission to speak 1"rom a "soap box· on the public streets 
in the City ot Torrance, on April 11. 

Mayor McGuire reterred Mr. Elman's request to the City Attorney 
and the Chler ot Police, and advised Mr. Elman to oonsult with them 
with regard to his request. 

Councilman Babcock Dl1)ved that all bills properly audited be 
paid. Counoilman Hi tchoook seconded the motion, which was carried 
by the tollowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 

. Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCII.MEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCIlMEN: CUcci. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the lIleeting adjourn until TUesday, 
April 4, 1944, at 5:0(} P.M. Councilman Hitohcock seoonded the motion, 
whioh was oarried unanim.ously. Me.eting adjourned at 9:55 P.M.. 

.CITY~ 
APPROV.ED: 

Torrance, California 
Apr11 4, 1944 

MINUTES OF AN AD.TOUBNICD REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE elrY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

The City Council of the City ot Torrance oonvened 1n an Ad­
journed Regular Keeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, 
calitornia, on Tuesday, Apr11 4, 1944, at 5:00 P.M. 

Jlayor.lLoGu1re called the meeting to order. 

Olerk Bartlett called the roll; those answering. present being 
Councilmen: Babcock, Cucci, Hi tohoock, Powell and McGuire. Abaen't: 
Counoilm:en~ None. 

Being an Adjourned Regular Meeting, the regular order ot bus1 ... 
ness was . dispensed with. 

Olerk Bartlett presented tor second and tinal reading, and 
read t1 t1e to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 354 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA 
GRANTING TO THE NATIONAL SUPPLY COMPANY, A PENN­
SYLVANIA CORPORATION, A FRANCHISE TO LAY, CON­
STRUC.T, MAINTAIN, OPERATE , REPAIR, RENEW, CHANGE. 
THE SIZ.& OF, AND REMOVE A PIPE LINE FOR THE 'l'RA.NS­
POR'l'ATION OF PETROLEIlM, OIL, .wI> LIQ.UID HYDRO­
CARBON PRODUCTS THRR:IOF, IN, UNDRB, ALONG AND 
ACROSS CERTAIN PUBLIC: STRUTS, HIGHWAYS AND AL­
LKYS IN SAID eI'l'Y. 

epose

epose


