
A.t 5:45 P.M., upon motion 0.1' Cauncilman Hit chao ck, seconded by 
Counoilman Powell, the meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: 

MINUTES OF A REGULAiR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE. 

aJ~~ 
CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, califarnia 
February 23, 1944 

The 01 ty Council ot: the Ci ty of Ta.rrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council C'J.lamber, 0'1 ty Hall, 'rorrance, California, on 
Wednesday, February 2~, 1944, at 7:45 P.M.; 'rUe-sdey, February 22nd, 
being a legal holiday. 

Maya.rKoGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the. roll, tha.se answering present being 
Councilmen: Babea.ck, Hitchcock, Powell and MoGuire. absent: CO\.Ul­
cilman: CUcci. 

All those present in the COuncil Chamber saluted the Flag1 

c:o.uncilman Hi tchoock moved that the minutes a.f a B8gul.ar Meet­
ing held February 8, 1944, am or an Adjourned Meeting held February 
15, 19-44, be approved as written. Counci.l.man Babcook seconded the 
motion which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Mrs. Mildred D. El11s, Cravens 
Apartment, complaining of the noise in connection with the Friday 
night dances at the 01vic A.uditoriura. 

Councilman Ponll lDC)'VaQ that the City Clerk be authorized to 
communicate with the Directors of the Servicemen' s Foundatia.n and re­
quest that a meeting be arranged with the City Council, at some date 
in the near future convenient to bOth parties, in an effort to find 
a solution to the problem of eliminating this noise. (lo.unoilman 
H1tohcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communicatia.n QS rea11 :tram the Planning Oongress of Los 
Angeles County, ackno.~edging receipt of Resolutio-n No. 164~, chang­
ing the names of a portiom; of Huntington Street and 20~rd street to 
De~ .., Bou~evard, and thanking the Council for their coa.peration. 
Matter of reoord. 

A eammun1ea.tion 'HiS read rrClJll the Army Air Forees, Sixth Ferry­
ing Group, Long Beach Army Air F1eld, requesting permission to oper­
ate Orash and Sal va~ Trucks o-ver streets and highways in the 0'1 ty 
of 'forranee. 
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Counc:ilman Hitchcock moved tha.t the request 01' ~he Sixth Ferry­
ing Group, Ferrying :aivision~ Air Transport Oommand, for perm1sa1on 
to. use the streeta and highways in the City of 'l'Orrance to operate 
Crash and Salvage Trucks be granted. Oounc1lman Powell seconded the 
motion, which was carried unen1monsly. 

A communication was read from The Atchison, Topeka and santa Fe 
Railway Company, in regard to the proposed grading and resurf'acing of 
Madrona Avenue, bet_en Oarson street and Sepul.veda Boulevard, and 
inquiring, if they r~ove their three tracks, whether the ~1ty could 
assure them they would again be permitted to cross- Madrona Avenue, if' 
occasion should arise. 

Engineer Jain advised that the original. permit for these three 
c.rossings en Madrona Avenue we,re granted by the Domingu8:z. Land Cor­
poration, and explained that the Railway C'ompany had. been reque.ted 
to either remove the tracks or meet the grade to be es,tablished On 
Iladrona .li.venue. 

OGNncilman Ponll moved that the :letter be ref'erred to the City 
Attorney tor an opinion as to the lega11ty of any assurance the present 
COuncil might give the Railway COmpany that they would be permitted to 
again cross Madrona Avenue at some future date, and to report back to 
the Oouncil at its next regular meeting. Oouncilman Babcock secomlied 
the Illotion, which was carried unanimously. 

A. c~unicetion was read trom Mrs. Ann Higgins, Secretary of' the 
Assembly of God Church, complaining that water stands in front 01' the 
Church property on Border Avenue the year around, and requesting that 
this street be cleaned and ~e action be taken to eliminate the mud 
and water in f'ront of their property. 

Councilman Hitchcock IIOved that the comaun1eation be ref'erred 
to the City Engineer for action. C:Ounoilman Babcock seconded the 
mot.ion, which was earried unanimously • 

..l communication. was rea~ from Mr. C. Z. \lard, ~anager 01' the 
Municipal B.us Lines, requesting the Council to adopt a resolution that 
any employee of t.he Bus Departmen.t leaving the service of the City 
to enter the Armed Forces shall retain his seniority with t he Bus 
Department from the date of his anployment in that Depar~ent. This 
request was made for the reason that one of the employees in the Bus 
Department, who was still-.on probation, was leaving to enter the 
Armed Forces, and the Civil Service Board had ruled that said 
employee had no Civil service status. 

After some discussion Mayor McGuire moved that Mr. Ward's 
communication be referred to the Council and the Civil Service Board 
for study 'and report at the next Council meeting. C.ouncilman 
Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A. co.mm.unieation was read :trom Mr. C. Z. \lard, Manager of the 
Municipal. Bus Lines, enclosing a Lease, ,wi th W. M. Garland and Com­
pany for premises at 1014 South Hill street, in the City 0'1' Los 
Anga'les, to be used as a Bus Station, and requestiJlg that the ,City 
Council authori:z.e the execution of' this I.aase for either a one or 
two year period. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the Mayor be authoi'ized to execute 
a Lease, with W. M. Garland and COmpany, tor premises at 1014 South 
Hill street, in the City of Los Angeles, for a period of two years 
eommenc:ing March 1, 1.944 and tarm1naUng February 28, 1946, at a. 
rental of $50.00 per month; said premises to be used asa Bus Station 
t'or the '?orr-ence Municipal Bus Line. Councilman Hitchoock seconded 
the motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
C:OUNCIUUN:: Babeoek, Hitchcock, lPOwell and McGuire. NOES: OOUNCIL­
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Cucoi. 

Olerk Bartlett advised that he had reoeived a bid~ from Mr. 
Charles El.man f'or the purchase or Lot l, Traot 9901, wi th a clear 
title, at a price of $200..00; and f'or the purchase of Lot Z, Tract 
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9901, nth a clear title, at a price 01' t150.00; and stated that he 
hsd reported this bid to the Associated Assessment Engineers, who 
ree01llDl8nded that the o1'ter be re jected 1'or the reason that 1 t would 
cost. the City approdmataly $050.00 to obtain the tax deeds f'rom the 
County and to clear the titles, which would represent a loss 01' $SOO.OO. 

Councilman Hi tchcock moved that the recOJ;Dmendation ot the ASso­
ciated Assessment Engineers be concurred in, and the otter 01' ~harles 
Elman tor the purchase 01' Lots 1 and a, Tract 9'901, b~ rejected. 

Councilman Powell seoonded the motion, which was ~rried by the 
tollowing roll call Tote: AYES: COUNCIlMEN: Babcook, Hitchcock, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILM1!lN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
Cucci. 

. A. oommunication was read ·trom the Oity Engineer, suggesting 
that the Council Minutes tor the meating at February .15, be corrected 
0.11& to the tact that the totals 01' some 01' the bids submitted tor the 
improvement 01' Ce.:br1l:lo Avenue were not correctly added; and submitt­
ing corrected tigures •. The O:i ty Engineer further advised that Author­
ity to Begin <::Onstruetion, in conrormance with the regular bid, had 
been received rrom the War Production Board, and recomaended that the 
Gr11'tith Company be awarded the oontract on the basis 01' their low 
bid ot '13,483.20, based on theesttmated quantities and unit prices 
shown in their proposal. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the recommendation at the City 
Engineer be concurred in, and that the Griftlth Company be awarded 
the contract 1'or the paving at Cabr.illo .lTenue,b-ased on the estimated 
9.uan ti ties and unit prices shown 1n their proposal and their. bid ot 
I~~,~.ao; and that the Minute.s·ot February 15, 1944, be oorrected 
in acoordance with the oorrected b1d totals. Councilman Babcock 
seoonded the motion, which was carried by the 1'ollowing roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCI~: Baboock, Hitchcock, POlFell and McGuire. 
NOES: COUNCIIl4EN: None. ABSENT: OOUNCIU4EN: Cucci. 

A communication was read trom Mr. William M1sselborn, 214 SOuth 
Paoi1"1c Lvenue, Redondo Beaoh, advising that he had sold his store 
at 1325 sartori Avenue on February 8, IM4, and requested a re:tund on 
his business license which expires August a, 1944. 

Arter some disoussion, Councilman Powell moved that the request 
01' Mr. William M1sselhorn tor a retund tor th .. unexpire4 term 01' his 
business lioense be referred to the Council tor study, and that the 
City Clerk be requested to search through the minutes to see what 
action had been taken by the Council on previous requests ot this 
nature. Counoilman Hi tohoook seoonded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously • 

.L communication was read trom ca11tornia National. Builders, Inc. 
thanking the City tor checks in the amount ot .~5.50 to the Cali­
tornia National BUilders, Ino. and $590.00 to lDvestment Underwriters, 
Ino., in connection with refund 01' deposita made on certain lots in 
the Cf ty ot · Torrance, They also requested that certain remaining 
deposits be allocated to the complete payment 01' three or tour lots 
1nstead ot torteitlDg these deposits. 

FGllolFing a brier. discussion, Councilman Babcock moved that the 
oommunication 1'rCII. C&l.1tornia National Builders, Inc. be tiled tor 
future reterence. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

A oommunication was read .trom Local 300, State, County & Munioi­
pal Worke.rs of .America, requesting the Counoil to adopt the check-otf 
system tor the collection 01' Union dues; deducting said dues rrom the 
amployees' pay checks. 

Mr. Treloar, President ot Local No .. 360, introduced Mr. Mortimer, 
a representative ·01' the 0.1.0-;' who addressed the Counoil brietly, 
explaining that this was not an unusual request as they have the same 
arrangement with othe.r munioipalities, and that it is not compulsory 



on the part of the employees, who will be asked to sign a card request­
ing tha t hi s due s be withheld from hi s salary, and suoh arrangem.en t 
may be terminated at any time by the employee. 

Councilman Powell remarked that he saw no objection to this ar­
rangement, and that it appeared to be practically a unanimous re41uest 
of tbe C1ty employees, whereupon he moved that the request of Local 
300, with regard to the check-ofr system, be concurred in; and that 
th1~ deduction be made by the City Clerk :from the employees t pay checks 
eech month, commenoing on whatever date is agreeable. Councilman 
Babco,ck seconded this motion, which was carried unan1mously. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

BESOLUT ION NO. 1.042 

BRSOLUTION OF '!'HE CITY COUNCIL OF 'rHIl 
aITY OF TORRANCE, .tOCEPTING BIDS FOR 
CERTAIN TJ.X DDDED LANDS IN THE aITY 
OF TORB:ANCE, J.ND INSTRUCTING THE CITY 
CLERK TO APPLY TO LOS UGKLES COUNTY 
FOR SUCH TAX DEEDS. 

And also read the list of properties, and the amount bid all 
each respectiTe parcel. The bids submitted by Mr. Charles Elman on 
Lots 1 and 2, Tract 9901, were stricken :from this list, as his offer 
had been rejeoted by the Council. 

Mr. lUman, 'who was in the audience, stated that he was prepared 
to purohase these two lots on the. 01 ty' s own terms and requested that 
his depOSits on the two ,lots be applied on one of the lots, and he 
would make an additional deposit on the other. 

. Mayor McGuire advised Mr. Elman to contact Mr. Paokard, of the 
Associated Assessment Engineers and make the necessary arrangments. 

Couno1lman H1tchcock maTed that Resolution No. 1642 be adopted. 
Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which as carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIIMEN: Babcock, H1tchcoak, 
Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNOIlMEN: 
Cucci .. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to:· 

RESOLUTION NO. 1643 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ACCllPTING DEED FROM 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES COVERING CERTAIN 
T.U-DEEDEIl PROPERTIES IN SAID CITY Olf 
'rQRRANCE AND AUlHORIZING BRCORDING OF 
SAME. 

CQunoilman Baboock moved that Resolutio~ No. 1&43 be adopted. 
Counc1l.man Hi tcaoock seconded the motion, which IRIS carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboock, Hitchcock, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: OOUNClWEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL­
MEN: Cucci. 

Clerk Bartlett presented for second and final reading: 

ORDINANCE NO. 350 

AN ORDINANCE OF THR CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE REPEALING PORTIONS OF 
ORDIlUNCE NO.. 19'1 .um PORrIONS OF SEC­
TION 2 AND SECTION 3 OF .ORDINANOE NO. 136. 

Councilman Powell mcvved that Ordinance No. 350 be adopted for 
second and final reading. Councilman Babcock seoonded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL-
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MEN: Baboock, Hi tohcook, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COlmCILIIEN: CUeci. 

Counc1-lman Powell moved that James A. Kelly be employed as a 
Patrolman in the Polioe Department, as a War Emergenoy employee, at 
a salary of $160.00 per month, effeotive February 17, 1944. 

~ " r( 

Councilman Hitohcock seoonded ·the motion, which was oarried by 
the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchoock, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCI.JJ.mN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIlMEN: 
Cuoci. 

Councilman Powell moved that Robert Moffitt be granted an in­
crease in salary of $10.00 per month, etfective February 10, 1944; 
explaining that this inorease was reoommended by Chief MCMaster of 
the Fire Department, sinoe JIr. Meff'itt has completed one year's 
service with the Fire Department." Councilman Babcook seoonded the 
motion, whioh was carried by the fol~owing roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Baboook,- Hitohcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUN­
CIlMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCII..MEN: CUoci. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of $150.00, 
plus tax, be made for the purohase .of 500 gallons of mox-Weed Fluid 
for weed eradication along streets and parkways. COup-oilman Baboook 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the follo.wing roll oall 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIlMEN: Cucci. 

. , 

Councilman Hi tchcook moved--that an appropriation of to«#.25, plus 
tax, be made for the purchase of 55 gallons of Drip Fluid (including 
serv1ce) for the C1ty Buildings. COuncilman ~owell seconded the 
motion, whioh was oarried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcook, Hi tchoook, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUN­
CILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Cuoci. 

Councilman Hi tchco.ok moved that Charles G. sutton be employed 
as a Laborer in the Street Department, as a war Emergency Employee, 
at a salary oft155.00 per month, effeotive February 14, 1944 • 

. OoUlloilman Babcock seoonded the motion, whioh was carried by the . 
following roll call 'vote:AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboock, Hi toheock, 
Powell and McGuire . NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSEN'l': COUNCILMEN: 
CUoci. 

Councilman Hitchoock inquired of the Oity Clerk if he had written 
letters to all the members of the Perry Mutual water company, to de­
termine if anyone wished to purchase the equIpment. 

Clerk Bartlett repl1ed that he wrote to all the people who signed 
the original agreement and had received no replies. 

Councilman Hi t.chcook moved that, tha COunoil take the matter of' 
the disposi tiOJl or the Perry Ilutual Water COmpany under aclvi&:ement, 
and that the CIty Attorney be 2equested to meat with them on Monday, 
March 6, 1944, and decide what disposi tion should be made of this 
property. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, whioh was unanimously 
carrIed. 

Mayor McGuire moved that the working hours of the three School 
Crossing Guards be increased to six hours a day, effective February 
21., Hl44, at" the regular rate of pay established for that job. He 
explained that this inorea.se in time was necessary due to the in­
creased. enrollment at the elementary schools and the add1 tion ot an , 
extra session. Councilman Hitchco.ck seconded the mot1on, which was 
carried by the follow1ng roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIU4EN: Babcook, 
HItchcock, Powell and JlcGu1re. NOES: COUNCIIMEN: None. ABSENT: 
OOUNCI:uaN: CUcoi. 

Mayor MoGuire moved that Mr. 'I. H. stanger, Manager of the 
Torrance Munic1pal water District No.1 be authori:l.ed to purchasa 
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1008 ft. of 4tt- (}a.st iron pipe at 58¢.' per foot, or a. total of &599.30, 
incl-uding tax. Gouncilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
Hi tchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIlMEN: None. ABs:F.N'.r: 
COUNCILMEN: Cucci. 

Mayor McGuire moved that Mr. Stanger, Manager of the Wa'ier Dis­
trict, be authorized to purchase ~008 f''i. of o"cast iron pipe, at 
90¢ per foot, or a total of $929.88, including tax. Counoilman 
Babcook seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll 
ca;ll vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboock, H1tchcock, Powell and McGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIIHEN: Cucci. 

. Mayor McGuire moved that Mr. Stanger, Manager of the hter Dis-
trict, be authorized to purchase 1.00 No,. 3 cement meter boxes. 25 
No.4 a.ement meter boxes. and e No. 0 cement meter boxes, at a total 
cost of $259.58, including tax. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the 
IIlC)tion, Which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCIllIEN: Baboock, Hitchcock, Powell and MoGuire. .NOES: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIIllEN: CUcci. 

Mayor McGuire moved that Mr. stanger', Manager of the water Dis­
trict, be authorized to purchase 24 - S/S- water Meters, without con­
ne(}tions, at $11.34 ea(}h, or a total of $278.96, including tax. 
Counoilman Hi tchcook seoonded tbe. motio,n, whioh was oarried by the 
rollowing roll call vote: An8: COUNCIIlIF.N: Baboook, HItchcock, 
Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: 
CUcel •. 

byor MQGuire moved that Mr. Stanger, Manager of the water Dis­
trict, be authorized to purchase :rlttings, tor sto~k, totaling 
$536.90, in~luding tax. Counc1~ Hit~heoek seconded the mot1o-n, 
which was oarr'1ed by the. folloring roll oal.l vote: An!S: COUNCIL­
MEN: Babcock, Hitohcock, Powe.ll and McGuire. BOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Cu~ci. 

!lay~r M~Gu1re moved tha~ the expenditure of.. $00.00 be. authorized 
fer the purchase of a new desk fer the City Clerkts o.f'ti~e, plus tax. 
Councilman Hi tchco.ok secolld.ed, the motion, which "8 carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYKS: COUNCILIlEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIIMEN: NOlle. ABSENT: COUNc.ILMEN: 
Cucoi. 

ORAL OOJ8lUNICATIONS 

Mr. Turnar ado.resseci the Co.uncil, advising that the Boy Scout 
Troop No. 2.41, has about three o.r four ton. of papers whioh they 
would like to dispo.se of and requested that the City allo.w them to 
use o.ne o.f their truoks to take these papers to Long Beach fo-r dis­
posal. 

Councilman Hitohoock moved that the request of the Boy So out 
Troop fer permission to. use one of the City truoks to. haul _papers to 
Long Beaoh be granted, and that the City Engineer and street SUper­
intendent a~ge with Mr. Turner for the use of a tru~k. Council­
man Bab~ock seconded the motion, which was oarrieo. unanimo.usly. 

Chief Stroh advised that the Boy Scouts, who. meet in the oourt 
Ro.om on lIonday nights, had gone through the Court Olerkts desk last 
Monday night and taken some stamps and pencils; and asked Mr. TUrner 
if these boys were trom his Tro.op. 

Mr. TUrner adVised that these boys are fro.m three d1fferent 
'froops. , 

Mayor McGuire suggested that some other place be found in which 
to. held these meetings. 



Kayor McGuire advised that the Army was go1ng to abandon their 
camp at the corner of 208th street and Normandie A.venue, and that 
the bu1ldings had been offered to the City, it they use them.. 

Chief Stroh stated tha~ he and Mr. Dale Riley had examined 
these bu11dings, and said they would make ideal buildings tor the 
boy.scouts and tor reoreationand orafts purposes. Two of the build­
ings, he sa1d, were lined on the ins1de w1th plaster board and have 
oelinga; the balance are not lined on the inside. All the build­
ings are 20 tt. wide and vary in length, up to 95 ft.; with a total 
floor area of approximately :55,000 sq. ft. 

. . 

Clerk Bal'tlett stated that the Oalifornia State Guard had re­
quested wr1tten assurance that they would be permittad to remain in 
~heir present quarters in the City Park, and that they would be 
given thirty days notice, if at any time the City desired them to 
vacate. . 

Oounoilman Babcock moved that the Californ1a state Guard be 
granted the continued use ot .the land 1n the City Park, and that 
written assuranoe be given them that they will be given thirty days' 
notioe in the event 1 t 1s desired ths·t the buildimgs be moved oft. 
Counoilman Hi tohoock seconded the motion, which was carried unani­
mously. 

Counoilman Hitchcock DWved that all bills properly audi ted be 
paid. Councilman Baboook seoonded the motion, whioh was carried by 
the following roll call v(IJte: AlES: COUNOILMEN: Baboook, H1tchoock, 
Powell snd lIoGuire. 1Il0ES: COUNOI:r..Mm: None. ABSEN'l': OOUNOILMEN: 
Cuoci. 

At 9,:30 P.M., on motion o.f Counoilman HilohOOCk, see.anded by 
Counc1lman Baboock, the meet1ng a,djourned. 

APPROVED: 

~l2!~ 
MINUTES OF A. REGULAR MEETING 
OF ~ CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, Callfornia 
March 14, 1944 

The Oi.ty Counoil ot the City of Torranoe convened in a Regular 
Meet1ng in the Counoil Chamber, 01ty Hall, Torrence, California, on 
Tuesday, March 14, 1944, at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor MoGu1re oalled the. meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett oalled the roll, those answering present being 
COunoibnen: Baboook, Cuooi, Hitohoock, Powell and McGuire. Absent: 
Counoilmen: None. 

All those present. in the Council Chamber saluted the Flagl 

Counoilman Baboock moved that the minutes of a Regular Meeting 
held February 23, 1944, be approved as written. Counoilman Hitohoock 
seoonded the motion, whioh was oarried unanimously. 

epose


