
MINUTES OF A RIDULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
December 8, 1942 

The City Council of the City of Torrence convened in a Reguler 
Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, California, 
on Tuesday, December 8, 1942 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called. the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Counoilmen: Babcock, CUcci,H1tehcock, Powell and McGuire. Ab- . 
sent: COuncilmen: None • . 

All those present in the Council Chamber Saluted the Flag' 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the minutes of a Regular Meet­
ing held November 24, 1942 and of an Adjourned Regular Meeting held 
December 1, 1942 be approved as written. COuncilman Babcock second­
ed the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A oommunioation addressed to the Civil Service Board was read 
trom J'ohn E. Mock, Operator, Municipal Bus Lines, advising that he 
was inducted into the United States Army on November 14, 1942, to 
report tor active duty November 21, 1942. Matter of record. 

A communication was read from the Tide water Associated Oil 
Company, Associated Division, adTising that no earnings were de­
rived by said company for the twelve months preceding December 2, 
1942 from the uee, operation and possession of Los Angeles County 
Franchise Ordinance No. 1351. Matter of record. 

A communioation was read tram ~he Dicalite Company, express­
ing appreoiation on behalf of the company and employees of the com­
pany for the cooperation extended by the City of Torrance in re­
pairing Madison Avenue, which connects the Dicalite Company plant 
to the main highway. Matter of record. 

A communication1f8s read from the City of Gardena, signed by 
James L. Rush, Transportation Manager, requesting permission to 
operate the Gardena Municipal Bus Lines over the following route: 
From 190th Street and Western Avenue to the North gate of the 
General Petroleum Corporation,and return, this being to accom­
modate the General Petroleum Corporation who requested this service 
for said o ompany , s employees. A copy of a letter addressed to the 
City of Gerdenafrom the General Petroleum Corporation pertaining 
to this matter was also read. 

It was stated in the communioation from Mr. Rush that the 
City of Torrance, if' it enters into the above agreement, shall re­
tain the privilege of revoking the agreement at any time. 

Mr. Ward, Manager, Torrance Municipal Bus Lines, recommended 
that, inasmuch as the above outlined plan would not offer competi­
tion to the Torrance Municipal Bus Lines, the agreement as outlined 
be entered into. 

Mr. Murphy, representing the General Petroleum Corporation, 
addressed the Counoil and stressed the importanoe of providing 
transportation for employees of his company. 

Councilman Powell moved that the Mayor be authori~ed to enter 
into an agreement with the City of Gardena to permit seid City to 
operate the Gardena Municipal Bus Line over the following route: 



: tju 

From 190th street and Western Avenue to the North gate of the 
General Petroleum C:orporat10n and return, a clause to be included 
in the agreement to permit the City of TOrrance to terminate the 
agreement at any time. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the mot10D, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL­
M:!5N: Babcock, Cucci, Hitchcock. Powell and MoGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Nane. 

A oommunication was read from C. Z. Ward, Manager, Torranoe 
MuniCipal Bus Lines, requesting the CityCounoil to authorize the · 
payment of one week salary to L. L. Crowther in lieu of one week 
vacation whioh Mr. Crowther is entitled to. 

This oommunication was aocompanied by a communication from 
the Civil Service Board, which was also read, advising that it is 
in order to pay Mr. L. L. Crowther for one week instead of requir­
ing him to take one week vaoation whioh he is entitled to. 

Councilman Hitohcock moved that the request of the Manager of 
the Bus L1nes, approved by the Civil Service Board, that L. L. 
Crowther, bus operator, be paid for one week 1n lieu of his one 
week vacation, whioh he is entitled to, be complied with. Council­
man Baboook seoonded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A oommunication addressed to Chief of Police John H. Stroh 
and Chief ot the Fire Department, John E. MCMaster from the Civil 
Service Board was read, in whioh it was ste,ted that the mempers ot 
the Civil Servioe Board governing the Polioe and Fire Departments 
under Ordinanoe No. 24'3 had taken action at a meeting held November 
3, 1942 that the Civil Service Rules and Regulations supplementing 
Personnel Ordinanoe No. :326 be adopted to supplement Ordinance No. 
249 for the Police and Fire Departments, insofar as they do not 
conflict with Ordinanoe No. 249. 

Mr. Crowther addressed the CounCil, stating that the purpose 
of· the above action is to faoil1tat. ,~ the work of the C1vil se.rvice 
Board. . 

It was deoided, after short disoussion, to confer with the 
Civil Service Board on this matter before taking aotion. 

A oommunication was read trom the City of Torrance Civil servioe 
Board, stating that, in a recent examination held for the position 
of City Judge, Albert leen was No. 1 on the list, with a rating of 
60.50% and Mr. Otto B. Willett was No.2, with a rating of 77.63%. 
It was reoommended that Rule IX, seotion :3 of ths Civil Service 
Rules and Regulations be followed in filling the ,posi tion tempor­
arily made vacant by the resignation of Judge ·Sh1<l'ler. 

Councilman Cuoci moved that the temporary appOintment of Otto 
B. Willett to the position of City Judge of the Ci:ty of Torrance, 
to fill the position temporarily made vacant by the resignatUn of 
Judge John A. Shidler be approved, Mr. Willett having qualified for 
the position through a recent examination conducted for the positlon. 
Counoilman Hitohcock seconded the motion. 

Counoilman Babcook contended that the applioant with the highest 
rating should be apPOinted, this being, .he said, ln oomp2ianoe with 
the Civil Servioe Rules and Regulations '~ It was poi·nted out, how­
ever, that, in making appOintments, the City Counoil has a choioe 
of one of three applicants with the highest ratings. 

Mr. Crowther suggested that the Oounoll defer action on ·this 
matter to allow time for study of Rule IX, Section :3 of the Rules. 

A vote was taken on the above motion, whioh was carried unani­
mously. 

A communication was read from the Walteria Clvlc Organizatlon, 
expresslng appreCiation for partioipation of the Council ln reoent 
oeremonies at which time a permanent monwnent to the Walteria men 
servlng ln the Armed Forces of the United States of America was 
erected. Mayor McGuire was especially thanked for the dedication 
speeoh he made. 



Mayor McGuire oomplimented the Walteria Civic Organ1zat1on 
for the excellent arrangement of the program. 

A co~ioation was read from John Kirsch, offering the Kirsoh 
water works in North Torrance to the City of Torrance as a gift. 
It was stated that, if accepted, a deed will be given to the City 
of Torrance for same. 

Mrs. Kirsch addressed the Co~cil, stating that twelve con­
sumers now use water from the above-mentioned water works. 

Councilman Hitohcock expressed appreciation for the offer 
made by Mr. Kirsch. 

Councilman Cucci moved that the matter be referred to City 
Engineer ~ain and water SUperintendent stanger for checking and re­
port at the meeting Monday, December 14, 1942. Councilman Powell 
seconded the motion, whioh was oarried unan1mously. 

Councilman Powell moved that Mr4 Fred Bever be app01nted to 
a temporary pos1 t10n w:i th the Torrance Fire Depar.tment, effective· 
Deoember 1, 1942. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which 
was oarried by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Cucci, Hitohcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Counoilman Cucci stated that a question had arisen between 
himself and Clerk Bartlett regarding who is on the Ordinance Com­
mittee of the City Council. 

. At this time, Mayor McGuire appOinted, by motion, the Ordi­
nance COmmittee as follows: COuncilman Cucci, to act as Chairman 
of the Ordinance Committee, Counci~an Babcook, and Counoilman 
Powell. Councilman Hi tchcoak seconded the motion, wh1ch was. 
carried by the following roll eall vote: .AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Cucci, Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Counc1lman Cucci requested that Section 52, Ordinance No. 
235, providing a license.fea of $12.00 per annum for vending 
machines, be ei ther enforc·ed or repealed. He asked why this 
section of the ordinance bad never been enforced. 

Clerk Bartlett replied .that, shortly af.t.er adoption of Ordi­
nance No. 235, the Council had decided that to enforce Seation 52 
WQuld work . a hardsh1p on the merchants of the City and had there­
rore, decided not ;:to enforce it. 

Councilman Hit.chaock moved that this matter be referred to 
the Ordinance conmti'tt. , to determine what action should be taken 
regarding Section 52, 'Ordinance No. 235 of the Oi ty of Torranee. 
COuno1lman PowelL~~'econded the motion, which was oarried unani­
mously. Counoilman Powell suggested that a number ot ordinances 
be re-vamped. .. 

Councilman Cucc1 stated that he had prepared copies of a 
proposed ordinance to license p1n and marble games. and had lett 
the license "tee to be established by the City Gouncil. It was 
decided to confer further on this matter berore arriving at an 
amount felt to be appropriate for licensing of the machines. 

Councilman Hi tchcock moved that an appropr1ation of not to 
axceed $84.83, plus tax, be made for purchase of 2.24.5 tons or 
barley hay. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, wh10h was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, CUCCi, HitchCOck, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

again 
Engineer Jain reported he had/requested by letter that owners 

of three unsafe earthquake-damaged buildings begin. immediate action 
to repair the buildings or take other steps to eliminate the hazards. 
He said no response to his letters had been forthcoming. 



A short discussion ensued as to what aotion the City should 
take. Engineer Jain stated he hesitates to destroy buildings if 
there is any possible chance to repair them, although, he said, it 
is also the responsibility of the city to eliminate the hazard ex­
isting as a result of the damage to the buildings. He asked whether 
the City desires to condemn and destroy the buildings, or to barri­
cade them, and in either case, to bill the owner for expense incurred 
in whatever action is resorted to. 

It was decided to awai' the return of Attorney McCall before 
taking action regarding earthquake damaged buildings. 

Mayor McGuire moved that the City Engineer be authorized to 
check the Walteria Library Building and expend whatever funds are 
necessary for an effeotive dim-out of the building, this being in 
compliance with a request from Mrs. Jamieson, Librarian. Council­
man CUcci seconded the motion, Which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES; COUNCILMEN: Baboock, Cuoci, Hitohcock, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. Stanger, Manager, Municipal water District No.1, stated 
that he had arrived late at the meeting and asked what action was 
taken regard1ng a letter from the state Guard ·in which it was stated 
that the State Guard Unit is being removed from the Pumping Plant. 

He was advised that the letter had not been read at this meeting; that 
Lieutenant Chalmers Dulmage is to appear at ~:OO P.M. and discuss 
the matter with the City Council. 

Mr. Stager remarked that, during the first three months ~be 
State Guard was stationed at the Pumping Plant, muoh destruction had 
been wrought by them. He said it had been impossible for the em­
ployees of the Water Works to get near enough the Pumpin~Plant at 
night to check the Plant and ascertain whether it was in proper 
working order or not. He remarked further that he did not have a 
very good opinion of either the State Guard or . the National Guard, 
and that he felt the plant <)ould be guarded without their assistance. 
In case of sabotage·, he further stated, other water carf be furnished 
the oity within a period of ten minutes. 

He stated that there are three men Q!Illy who are trained to oper­
ate the Waterworks. He said that his repeated appeals to th.Selec­
tive Servioe Board to defer those valuable men trained in this work 
have been disregarded, and valuable workers inducted into the .Armed 
Forces. He mentioned Cecil Powell, who was working for the Water 
Company at the time he entered the Army. He stressed the extreme 
importance of the Water Company to the cOImnunity, pOinting out that, 
if the water works were disabled, all factories would cease operations, 
the sewer system would be rendered useless, and all the- 01tizenry de­
prived of water. Another of his workers, he continued, has been plac­
ed in I-A olassification by the Loo-al Draft Board, and is due to be 
induoted soon. 

Mr. Charles Elman, ~l8 South Figueroa, addressed the Council at 
this time, his subject being transportation. He sUted he had heard 
Mr. Joseph B. Eastman, Transportation Authority, address the S~ate 
Chamber of Commerce on the subject of transportation. Ho briefly 
summarized Mr. Eastman's speech, urging that the Counoil devote much 
attention to tbis matter. 

Councilman Powell moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Councilman Baboock seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, cuoci, 
Hi tchcook, Pon,ll and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMENt None. 



At 8:35 P.M., upon motion of Counoilman Cucci, seoonded by 
Councilman Hitchcock, the meeting adjourned to Monday, December 14, 
1942 at 4:45 P.M. 

/7~ ___ L.---/ ~~/, ,- ~,~ 

C1 ty Clerk oteCitYofTorrance 

APPROVED: 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, Calitornia 
December 14, 1942 

The C1ty Council of the City of Torrance convened in an Ad­
journed Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, 
cal1fornia, on Monday, December 14, 1942 at 5:00 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Ba~tlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Counctlman: tiabcock, CUCCi, Hitchc:ock, Powell and McGuire. AB­
SENT: Councilman: None • 

. Being an Adjourned meeting, the regular .order of business was 
dispensed with. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A oOUm\Ulication was read from the California Trust Company in 
answer to repeated requests of Engineer Jain that said company, as 
owners of the earthquake damaged building at 1514-18 cabrillo Avenue, 
the Ford Garage, either repair or brace the building in order to 
eliminate the existing hazard to lite and property. It was stated 
t~at complete plans have been made .to repair the bUilding, the file 
having been placed before the War Prodiuction Board for consideration. 
Additional time was requested in order that California Trust COm­
pany may be guided in its action by the clec1sion of the War Produc­
tion Board. It was stated that, unless favorable action is taken 
by the Board, immediate steps wll1 be taken to brace the building. 

A report from the City Engineer and Water Superintendent was 
read in connection with a recent offer made by Mr. John K1rsch to 
present to the C1ty, tree of all encumbranees, a water plant lo­
cated at 18~nd street and Prairie Avenue. 

It was stated that Mr. Jain and Mr. Stallger had checked this 
water system thoroughly, it being their opinion that the City would 
assume a l1abil1ty in acoepting the offer, reasons for this opin-
10n be1ng stated at length. 

It was the reoommendation of Mr. Ja1n and Mr. Stanger that 
the City Council not aocept the water plant. 

Eng1neer Ja1n verbally addressed the Council, stating that he 
is of the opinion that Mr. K1rsch oan best benefit the C1ty and 
the consumers .using the water by form1ng a mutual company and by 
someone operating it as a home enterprise. 

Councilman Hitchcock stated he understood this plan will be 
f.ollowed by Mr. Kirsch if the .City does not accept the plant. 

Councilman Hitchcock mo.ved that the recommendation of Mr. 
Glenn M. Jain, City Engineer and Director of Publ ic Works, and 

epose


