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Mayor McGu1re announoed that the November 19th meet1ng of the 
League of Cal1forn1a C1t1es w1l1 be held 1n the Elks Club, Los 
Angeles, which has been agreed upon as a permanent and central 
meet1ng place to rel1eve transportat1on problems. 

Eng1neer Ja1n rem1nded the Counc1l of the meet1ng Monday even-
1ng (November 16) at 5:00 P.M. between the City Council, the C1ty 
Plann1ng Comm1ssion, and Mr. sampson of the Reg10nal Plann1ng 
Commission of .the County of Los Angeles. 

At 8:44 P.M., upon motion of Councilman Hitchoock, seconded 
by Counci.lman Babcock I the meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, cal1fornia 
November 24, 1942 

The C1ty councl1 of the city of Torrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting 1n the COuncil Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, Cal1fornia, 
on 'ru~sElay, November 24, 1942 at '1:45 P.M. 

Mayor MoGu1re called the meet1ng to order. 

Clerk Bartlett oalled the rOli, those answer1ng present being 
Counc1lmen: Babcock, Cucci, Hitchcock, Powell and MoGu1re. Absent: 
Couno1lmen: None. 

COuncilman H1tchcock moved that the minutes ot a Regular Meet­
ing held November 10, 1942 be approved as wr1tten. Councilman 
Babcock seconded the motion, wh10h was oarr1ed unan1mously. 

All those present in the Counc1l Chamber Saluted the Flag! 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communicat1on was read from the Record Protection Service, 
s1gned by Basil R. Greig, offer1n~. to m1orofilm the various CIty 
Records for an est1mated cost of ,~OO.OO. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the oommun1cat1on from the 
Record Protection Service ofterinS ~om~crofilm the various CIty 
Becords for an estimated cost ot 1300.00 be referred to the entire 
City Couno1l for study and report at the nex,t meeting. Councilmen 
Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Southern california Gas 
Company, requesting the C1ty to enact an ordinance regulat1ng the 
turning on or reconnecting of gas service in or on any premises 
where and' when sa1d gas service is not a~ the time being rendered. 

Counc1lman H1tchcock moved that the request ot the Southern 
Cal1fornia Gas COmpany be referred to the Ordinance Committee for 
atuc1y and report. COWlo1lman Babcook seoonded the motion, which 
was carried unan1mously. 
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A communication was read from O. Z. Ward, Manager, 
Municipal Bus Lines, requesting the C1ty Council to approve the 
acceptance of a contract, whieh was attached, between the Torrance 
Municipal Bus Lines and the Aluminum Company of America, the con-
tract providing a guaranteed revenue from said Oompany to the Bus 
Lines for an additional schedule. 

Attorney McCall reported the contract to be in order. 
Council.me.n Babcock moved that the contract between the Torrance 

Municipal Bus L1nes and the Aluminum Company of America, providing 
a guarante.ed revenue rrom said Company to the Bus Lines for an 
additional schedule be accepted, and that the Mayor be authorized 
to sign the contract. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, 
whioh was carried by the following roll oall vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Ouoci, Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A. communication was read from W. H. stanger, Water Superintendent, 
and J. E. MoMaster, Fire Chief, relatiTe to the request submitted 
several weeks figo by the Columbia Steel Company that the City pro­
vide fire protection for certain pro.party belonging to said COmpany. 
It was stated that e. conference had been held with Columbia Steel 
Company officials on November 16, H42, at whiCh time Mr. scott, 
.Arm~ Inspector, had recommended that outside protection be furnished 
to act as auxiliary protection in ease of emergency which might dis­
able the . oompanyfs own system and thereby cut off the compauy's water / 
supply. Particular emphaSis was made on necessity of protecting 
the Pattern Shop of the COmpany against destruction by fire. 

It was further stated that Mr. stanger is preparing estimates 
of cost of inst.alling a fire hyd.rant at santa Olara Street and En­
grelQ.1aLvenue, there being three methods of installation possible, 
and Mr. Stanger .preparing to submit estimates on all three methods. 
Upon the r~turn of Mr. Scott 1n approximately two weeks it was 
stated that another conference will be held, the Oouncil to be kept 
informed of progress made. 

A communication was read from Glenn M. Jain, CIty .Engineer, 
calling attention to an agreement which was entered into between 
the CIty of Torrance and the C'ounty Sanitation Distriot No.5 or 
Los Angeles ,C'ounty, wherein the C'1ty of Torranoe plaoed on deposit 
with the Sanitation District the sum of .$5542.00, to be used by 
the District as the City's share as sponsor for the construotion 
of iPA sewers in the Vista Highlands area. 

Mr. Jain stated that the City has a claim of $4868.71 against 
the amount deposited, portions of which claim the County has ques­
tioned and denied. 

Mr. Jain stated further that Mr. A. M. Bawn, Chief Engineer 
and General Manager of the County Sanitation Distriot, had suggested 
a tentative compromise settlement, whereby the Oity would be re­
imbursed for ~ and the County be reimbursed for 32% of their 
respective expenditures .on the proj.ect. Mr. Jain informed that 
Mr. Hawn will present the plan to the Board of Directors of the 
County sanitation Districts for their approval if the City so de­
sires. Mr. Jain recommended that the compromise settlement as sug­
gested by Mr. Rawn be approved and that Mr. Hawn be so informed 
and requested to present the matter to the Board of Directors of 
the Oounty Sanitation Districts for approval or rejeotion. 

A short discussion ensued, during which it was agreed that the 
cost to the City had been as low as could be expected. 

Oouncilman Babcock moved that the tentative compromise settle­
ment suggested by Mr. Rawn, Ohief Eng'1neer and General Manager of the 
COunty Sanitation Districts, whereby claims of the Oity of Torrance 
and the COunty shall be divided in the proportion which the actual 
expenditures by the two departments bear to the actual deposit of 
t5542.00 made by the City of Torrance in connection with the con­
atruotion of .ewers In the Vista Highlands ar ••• be approved, and 
'ball J4:li:'. JtaWII 'b. r.qu •• 1Je4 110 pr ••• n1l 1Ibe pl'Opo.al 'bo the Boa1"\! or 
Directors of the County sanitation Districts for approval. COunoil­
man Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 
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Councilman Powell moved that Mr. J. W. Crowther be re~appointed 
as a member of the C1tyof Torrance Planning Commission for a period 
of four (4) years. Counc1lman Cucei seeonded the mot1on, which was 
carried unanimously. 

Councilman Powell moved that an appropriation of not to exceed. 
$125.00·be made for labor and mater1als for repa1r1ng the fire wall 
of the garage in the rear of the Fire Station. Councilman Hitohcock 
seconded the motion, whioh was earried by the follow1ng roll call 
vote:- AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cuoci, Hitohoock. Powell and 
McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Counoilman Powell moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$100.00 be made for purohase of' a Ford pick-up truok for hauling 
emergency fire equipment. Counoilman Baboook seconded the motion, 
which was carried the by the following roll eall vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cucci, Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILDN: None. 

Councilman Powell moved that an appropriation' of not to exceed •. 
$650.00, plus tax, be made for purchase of six hundred feet 2i" 
double jacketed and ooupled fire hose for the Fire Department. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was oarried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cucci. 
Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Counoilman Powell read a communi oat ion addressed to the Mayor 
and City Counoil from J. E. McMaster, Fire Chief, in whioh Chief 
McMaster requested a meeting with the Civil Servioe Commission, 
Mr. Silence, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Treloar and Mr. J. E. Jeffery for 
discussion of matters pertaining to Civil Service Rules and Regu­
lations. 

After a short diSCUSSion, Clerk Bartlett was instructed to 
notify members ot the Civil Serviee Commission, Mr. Silence, Mr. 
Thomas, Mr. Treloar, Mr. J. E. Jeffery and Chief McMaster that a 
meeting will be held Tuesday, peoember 1, 1942 at 7:aO P.M. for the 
purpose of discussing matters pertainIng to Civil Service Rules 
and Regulations in aocordanoe with request of Chief McMaster that 
such meeting be arranged. 

Councilman Powell remarked that it i8 becoming increasingly 
difficult · to obtain qualified men to serve in the Police and F1re 
Departments, and moved that the Mayor be authorized to oontact the 
Local Draft Board in the future when it appears .a man is about to 
be inducted, and endeavor to obtain ocoupational deferments from 
military service for any member of the above~mentioned departments. 
end for any member of any department of the City who 1s considered 
essential to the welfare of the community. Councl1.mB:n Cuoci seconded 
the motion, wh1ch was carried unantmously. 

Councilman Powell moved that Fire Chief MoMaster be author1zed 
to seleot two men to be· employed as firemen, one to replace.a f'ire­
man and one to be an increase in the department, to be hired on a 
temporary basi s tor the dura tion of the war, Chief MoMaster' s selElc~ 
tions to be subjeot to approval of the Council before the men are 
definitely employed. 

ihen aaked Why it 1s deemed necessary to increase the force at 
this time, Chief McMaster poInted out that trained men are be1ng 
lost rapidly to the Service, it being necessary to replace them 
with older men who are untrained, and who cannot be expected to 
perform duties as efficiently as younger, well trained firemen. It 
was pointed out, also, that the additional equipment the City ex­
pects to receive will require someone to operate same. 

A discussion ensued pertaining to shifts worked by members of 
the Fire Department. 



Counoilman Cucci seconded Counoilman Powell's motion, whioh 
was carried unanimously. 

Counoilman Cucci presented and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 340 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE RELATING 
TO THE LICENSING AND REGULATION OF WFIN GAMES," 
WMARBLE GAMES" AND OTHER SIMILAR DEVICES. 

Counoilman Cuoci moved that Ordinance No. 340 be adopted for 
first reading. 

Clerk Bartlett advised that it is necessary to read the ordi­
nance before adopting it for first reading, at which time Council­
man Cuooi handed Mr. Bartle,tt the Ordinance, whioh Clerk Bartlett 
proceeded to read in full. 

Councilman Hitchcock objected to imposition of additional taxes 
upon the businessman at this time, stating that they are already 
very heavily taxed. 

Councilmah Cucci stated that the pin and marble game question 
has been present for the past five years 1n the C1ty ot Torranoe 
and that he felt the maoh1nes should be licensed the same as vending 
mach1nes are lioensed. 

COunc1lmail Hitchcock remarked that licensing of pin and marble 
games would be the opening wedge for future licensing of card games 
and slot machines. 

Councilman CUcoi again brought up the matter of licensing of 
vending machines. Mayor McGl:lllre asked Clerk Bartlett if .privis10n 
1s made for lioensing suoh machines, the reply being that a license 
tee of $12.00 per year is established by the business license ord­
inance, but that this section of the ordinanoe has never be~n en­
foroed. 

Councilman Babcock stated emphatically that he approves the 
licensing of p1n and marble games, but that he feels the license 
tee .of 1180.00 per year per machine as establiBhed by the proposed 
ordinance to be excessive.. . 

Counoilman CUcci informed that he had introduced the thought 
of setting the tee at $180.00 per year per maohine several weeks 
ago, at which time no objeotion ~ad been voiced, with the ex­
ception of an objeotion by Mr. Adams of the Southern Oal1fornia 
Tavern Assooiation • 

. counc1lman Babcock replied that he recalled voicing the opin-
10n several weeks ago that he oonsidered the license fee of 
$180.00 too high. 

Mayor MoGuire asked Att~rney Mccall whether or not the ordi­
nance could be ohanged between first and seoond (final) reading. 
Attorney MoCall inform~d that suoh could not be done - that an 
ordinance ~st be adopted for flnal read1ng in the same form as it 
is adopted for first reading, and that if 1 t is desired to. change 
any provis.1on of an ordinance, the ordinance as ohanged must be 
presented for first reading as a separate ordinanoe. . 

Oouncilman Powell stated that, after giving the matter thorough 
study. he had concluded that the ordinance as presented by Council­
man Cucci is fair in all respects. He suggested, ~at businessmen 
purchase the mao,hines outr·ight and reee1 ve the entire income from 
the machines instead of renting th,em from corporations and paying 
them a percentage of the inoome derived from the machines. 

Counc1lman H1tchoock said he was convinced that within a short 
time all the maohines would be owned by one syndicate and that the 
small businessman who depends on revenue rro~ the maohines to help 
pay overhead expenses, such as rent, would be unable to retain the 

- machine in his establishment if compelled to pay a high license fea. 



Mr. Herbert Allen, Proprietor of Allen's Cafe, 1333 El Prado 
street, voiced his obje.otion to the payment of a high license fee 
for keeping pin and marble game machines in his place of business, 
stating that he would be compelled to have the machines removed if 
the ordinance as submitted is adopted. He stated that he and any­
one else who has the machines in his place of business is compelled 
to pay Federal taxes upon the machines. 

Mr. Ray Adams, represanting the Southern California Tavern 
Association, addressed 'the Council at this time, entering a plea 
on behalf of eleven on sale establishments in the Torrance district 
who have machines in their places of business, relating that a great 
hard.sb1p will be imposed upon those el*ven licensees if the ordi­
nance as submitted is adopted. Insofar as licensing of the machines 
is concerned, he said, his organization is in favor of so doing, 
but at a more reasonable fee than that mentioned in the proposed 
ordinance. . 

In answer to Councilman Powell's suggest10n that businessmen 
purchase machines outright and thereby derive all the income from 
them, Mr. Adams informed that it would be impossible for them to 
purchase machines, since their manufacture wa& discontinued in 
October by order of the war Production Board, and that it is ex­
tremely difficult at the present time to even get the machines 
serviced. He stated that there are approx1matelyfort1-five machines 
in the City of Torranoe. SOme of the machines, he continued, earn 
approximately twenty-five or thirty-five dollars per month for the 
location proprietor. The Federal tax of $50.00 per year per machine 
is being increased to $100.00 per year per machine the first of 
January (1943) under a new Federal law enacted l"6cently, he informed, 
payment of which the Government holds the location proprietor res­
ponsible. He pointed out that the owners of the 'maehines could very 
easily remove their machinas trom the Torran(le distriet and place 
them elsewhere with no material loss, but that the location pro­
prietors 'WOuld be the ones to suffer material losses through in­
ability to pay the exoessive lieense fee, thereby compelling them 
to have the machines removed. He. informed also that on sale 
establishments have had additional heavy liquor taxes ~posed upon 
them, and that, in addition, a floor tax is imposed upon them. He 
pointed out that his appeal is on behalf. of the small business es­
tablishments, and not the big establishments. Licensing on reason­
able terms, he said, is an exeellent means of enforeement of laws 
pertaining to minors and gambling. He said Couneilman Cucci had 
informed him that it is not the purpose of the City to raise revenue 
by this means, and also that Counoilman Cuoci had informed him the 
pin and marble games had caused no particular poliee problems. He 
urged the Goune1l to give much thought to this matter, and to bear 
1n mind the hard.ship to be imposed upon the eleven licensees ·in this 
district if Ordinance 340 is adopted. 

Councilman Cucoi thanked Mr. Adams for submitting his appeal, 
stating that he could read1ly appreeiateKr. Adams' position, but 
that the appeal had not altered his opinion in any way. 

Mr. Vurp1llat;/,Dr Vurpillat's cafe, l5B8 Cravens ATenue, voiced his objection 
to payment of the license fee provided by Ordinance 340. He reiter­
ated Mr. Adams' remarks about heavy 1I'ederal taxation of the machines, 
l1qupr and floor taxes. He also mentioned that a military regulation 
is expected whereby liquor establishments must close at 12:00 M in­
stead of 2: 00 A.M., and open a tlO: 00 A.M., shortening the business 
hours considerably, which will cause heavy losses. 

Mayor MoGuire re~uested Mr. Adams to send a oopy of the new 
Federal ·Law imposing 1100.00 tax per year per machine. Mr. Adams 
agreed to send copies to the entire Council and Clerk Bartlett, and 
volunteered to send copies of ordinanoes of other cities who license 
pin and marble games. Councilman Babcook asked him partioularly to 
send the ordinanoe of the City of Inglewood, whieh he agreed to do. 

Mr. L. B. Balaam, Proprietor of Five-Point cafe. 1641 Cabrll10 
Avenue, entered his objection at this time to adoption of the ordi­
nance settinl the license fee at $180.00 per year per machine. 
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A roll call vote was taken on a.doption of Ordinance No. :340~ 
establishing a license fee of 1180.00 per year per machine on all 
pin and marble game.s. Councilman Babcock stated that his vote on 
final adoption of the ordinance will be negative if the lioense fea 
of $180.00 per year per machine remains a part of the ordinance. 
The roll call vote was as follows: AYES: COUNCILMEN: CUcci and 
Powell. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, Hitchcock and McGuire. AB­
SENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor McGuire stated he had no knowledge heretofore of the $100.00 
tax imposed upon the machines by the Federal QOvernment, stating fur­
ther that his personal. opinion is that the Federal Government is tax­
ing the citizens of this Country most excessively. He added that the 
City Council had, when setting the City tax rate, held the rate 
down as low as possible, being fully aware that with additonal Federal 
taxes now being imposed on all oitizens, praotically everyone will be 
suftering extremely high ~axation. 

Councilma4 Powell agreed that the City Council had held the 
tax rate as low as possible, stating that, in f'act, he did not be­
lieve enough revenue would be derived this year to cover operations. 
He po1nted out that the Fi~e Department personnel is housed in an 
unsafe building, due to a laek of f'unds for repairs to the building, 
which building was seriously damaged in the earthquake of November, 
1941. 

Councilman Cucci stated tha t, inasmuch as the ma jori ty of the 
City Council voted negatively on adoption of Ordinance 340 imposing 
a heavy tax upon tavern owners, he would appreciate suggestions 
from anyone well versed on the subject on what might be considered 
a reasonable license fee for pin and marble game machines, at which 
time Mr. Adams offered to submit ordinances from other oit1es which 
license the machines. 

Councilman Cucci asked Clerk Bartlett when the Council could 
expect a budget report. Clerk Bartlett replied that his office 
had been unable to furnish a budget report to date, inasmuch as 
the Council's decision regarding salary inoreases had been reached 
only in October, and that, in fact, the budget had not been adopted 
1n any torm to date. He said he could possibly prepare a report 
the first part of next week.' 

. Councilman CUcci asked Engineer Jain what had been done to­
ward eliminating the hazard existing because of' the earthquake 
damaged building on Cabrillo Avenue, formerly used as a Ford garage. 

Engineer Jain said he had requested, then demanded, the owners, 
Calitornia Bank, to take immediate action to eliminate the hazard. 
but nothing to date had been done. He pOinte.d ()ut that materials 
for reconstruotion of' the building cannot be purchased. 

Attorney McCall suggested that a time limit be eatablished, 
and if no act1.on is forthcoming, the City demolish the building and 
charge the company for this service. 

Engineer Jain stated he had been very hesitant about beginning 
complicated condemnation proceedings, not only beoause of time 1n­
valved, but because of the fact that most of the buildings are con­
struoted of good materials and are worth re-hab11itating. Regard­
ing the building mentioned, Engineer Jain said it is his opinion 
the building, 11' it should fall, would not fall beyond the barricade. 

A lengthy discussion ensued pertaining to liability of the City 
1n case at damage resulting from the unsate building, Attorney MoCall 
advising that the City would be held liable, for which insuranoe is 
carried by the City. 

Engineer Jain advised that there are three extremely unsare 
earthquake damaged buildings, upon which some action ~ould be taken 
immediately. The building located at Carson Street and Gramercy' 
Avenue is in a highly unsafe condition, he stated, ~d advised tha~ 
he had been unable to get the owners to barricade the building. One 
building, he said, Which formerly housed the Jessen Brothers Garage 
business, is damaged to such extent that it is beyond repair, and 
should be demolished. 
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Counc1lman Cucci requested Engineer Jain to furnish the Counoil 
a list of the buildings which he considers badly enough damaged to 
be condemned, and asked Attorney MoCall to check the law thoroughly 
pertaining to condemna~ia~ proceedings. 

Councilman Hitehcook moved that an appropriation of not to ex­
oeed $127.-aS, plus tax, be made for purohase of f'our new tires and 
tubes for the Electrical Department Dodge truok. Councilman 
Babcook seconded the motion, whioh was carried by the following 
roll oal1 vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CUooi, Hitohcook, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. ******* 

Mayor McGuire moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$60.00, plus tax, be made for purchase of Commutation Tickets for 
Municipal Bus Lines. Counqilman Hitchcook seconded the motion, which 
was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Cucci, Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor McGuire moved that Harvey Drysdale be employed as a Bus 
Operator, Munioipal Bus Lines, to 1'111 vacancy created by lass of 
John E. Mock to the United State' Army, at the regular salary 
allowed probationary drivers, Councilman Hitchcock seconded the 
motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Mayor McGuire moved that Dorothy Treloar be emp+oyed as a 
Part-Time stenographer for Municipal Bus Lines, on a temporary 
basis, at the regular salary paid probationary Stenographers .in the 
City Clerk's Office. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

Mayor McGuire moved that Lots 4, 5 and 6, Block 14., Torrance j 
Tract, located across the street from the City Hall and owned by 
the City of Torrance, be de.1gnated as a C1ty Park; that AsS001- .. i . 
ated Assessment Engineers be not11'ied to this effeotin order that 
exemption from further taxation on the property may be applied for, 
in accordance with a communication from the Associated Assessment 
Engine.ers read at a regular meeting November 10, 1942. Council-
man Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

. Engineer Jain reported he had been unable to date to locate 
used trucks to be purchased by the City for use in transporting 
emergency fire equipment. 

Mayor McG,uire asked Clerk Bartlett whether or not he had re­
ceived a letter from the Secretary ot the Planning Commission re­
garding request of Mary F. Koshak for zoning variance to permit 
operation of a woodyard in the vicinity of 2~6th Street and Pennsylvan­
ia Avenue, Mr. Bartlett's reply belng in the negative. 

Mayor MoGuire moved that the City Council, upon recommendation 
of the Planning Commission, grant a variance to ordinance No. 316 
of the C1ty of Torrance to allow Mrs. Mary F. Koshak to operate a 
woodyard in the vioinity of 236th street and Pennsylvania Avenue, 
and that a temporary business lioense be issued for a period or 
six months beg1nning November 25, 1942, with the provision that the 
lot be cleared and cleaned thorouggly at the expiration of the six 
months' period. Councilman Cucci seconded the motion, whi ch WB.S 

carried by the following roll call vote: AYRS: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, CUCCi, H1tchcock, Powell and McGuire.l NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Cpuncilman Babcock stated he understood a business license has 
been issued for a woodyard in the Walteria vicin1ty, the owner not 
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having applied for a variance to Ordinance No. 316. He stated that 
this is in direct conflict with the Ordinance and emphasized the 
importance of adhering to the zoning ordinance and applying for a 
varianoe when it is desired to.oonduct any business in a zone other 
than the business for which that area is zoned. 

Clerk Bartlett stated that the business license had been 
issued for conducting a lumber yard. He advised that the Clerk in 
his office had apparently not been aware that it would be violating 
the zoning restrioti()ns when the license was issued, and acknow­
ledged that the license was issued through error • . !nthe discussion 
which followed, it was established that the lioense was issued to 
Peroy Tait to conduct a lumber yard on Madison street between 236th 
street and 238th street in Walter1a. A question arose as to the 
best method of correcting the mistake, Councilman Hitchcock moving 
that Olerk Bartlett be authorized to notify Mr. Percy Tait that the 
business lieense for operation of a lumber yard, or wo()dyard, on 
Madison street between 236th and 238th Streets, Walteria, will not 
be renewed upon expiration of the current 11cense, inasmuch a.s it 
was issued through error. Councilman CUcci seconded the motion. 

Mr. McOSll advised that the license, issued in v1olati()n of 
the zon1ng ord1nance, has no foroe or effect Whatsoever. 

Mr. Crowther, Mamber of the Planning Commission, urged that 
this matter be considered oarefully, stating that Mr. Tait should 
be expected to follow the regular procedure for obtaining variance 
to Ordinance No. 31&. He added that someth1ng should be done to­
ward c(l)JIlpelling 1Ir~ Tait to clean the lot within a speoified period 
of time. 

Counoilman Hi tohoock withdrew his motion. Councilman CUcci 
withdrew his second. 

Councilman Hitchoock suggested that Engineer Jain investigate 
the oondition complained of and make a detailed report to the Council. 
Engineer Jain advised he had already done so, but had been unable at 
any time to contact Mr. Tait. He advised that he had on November 
23, 1942 le·ft a note on the door at the woodyard for Mr.Tai t to 
call and see him. 

Councilman Powell moved that the City Clerk be authorized to 
not1fy Mr. Percy Ta1t that his business lioense, issued, September 
24, 1942, for conducting a Lumber Yard on Madison street between 
236th and. 238th Streets, walteria, ismspended, due to the fact 
that issuance of the license was through error, and is in direct 
confliot with City of Torrance Land Use Ordinance No. 316;.that Mr. 
Tait be advised that he will be accorded the privilege of applying 
for a zoning variance in the manner preseribed. Councilman Hitchcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Engineer Jain stated that some diffioulty is expected in attempt­
ing to looate trucks to purchase for transporting emergenoy fire 
eqUipment, and advised that, whenever a truck is located, 1t will 
be necessary to complete the purchase transaction immediately. It 
was agreed that Mr. Jain should contact several members of the Council 
immediately he locates a suitable vehicle in order that the trans­
action may be completed immediately. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. Paul Findley, representing the Auxiliary police, reoommended 
that an Honorary Plaque be erected at the Civic Aud1torium, on the 
outSide, to be maintained as a record of all men from the City of 
Torranoe who enter the United states Military or Naval Service. 

This suggestion met with the approval of the entire Council. 



Couneilman Hitchcock moved that Mr. Paul Findley be appointed 
Chairman of a Committee to present to the City Council a report of 
cost, s1ze and type of Plaque desired. Councilman Babcock seconded the 
motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Councilman Babcock seconded the mot10n, Which was carried by the 
following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cucci, 
Hitchcock, Powell and McGu1re:. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. . 

At 10:00 P.M., upon motion of Councilman Hi tchcook, seconded 
by Councilman Cucci, the meeting . adJourned to December 1, 1942 at 
4:45 P.M. 

APPROVED: 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

city Clerk of the city of Torrance 

Torrance, California 
December 1, 1942 

The 01ty Council of the C1ty of Torrance convened in an Ad­
journed Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, 
Torrance, Oa11fornia, on Tuesday, December 1, 1942 at 4:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

Olerk Bartlett called th.e roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Babcock, Cucci, Hitchcock, Powell and MoGuire. Ab­
sent: Councilmen: None. 

Being an adjourned meeting, the regular order of buainess 
was dispensed with. 

Clerk Bartlett presented a sample ordinance, together with a 
communication from the League of California Cit1es, in wh1ch oom­
munication it was recommended by the League that the C1ty of Torrance 
adopt an ordinance, similar to the sample ordinance enclosed, creat­
ing a Department of Oivilian Defense. 

Clerk Bartlett pointed out that Ordinance No. 334 of the C1ty 
of Torrance, creating a local Defens.e CounCil, would have to be 
repealed if the ordinance as suggested by the League is adopted. 

A discussion ensued pertaining to objeotives of both ordinances, 
1t being concluded that nothing in additon to what has already been 
accomplished could be accomplished by repealing of Ordinance No. 334 
and adopting of a new ordinance, inasmuch as Ordinance No. 3~4 oreates 
a local defense council and prescribes its duties and responsibilities. 
It was stated that Ordinance No. 334 could be amended if any ohanges 
are desired. 

epose


