
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
March 10, 1942 

The City Coullcil of the City of Torrance convened in a 
Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, 
Oe.lifornia, on Tuesday, Mareh 10, 1942 at 7;45 P.M. 

Mayor MoGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present 
being Councilmen: Baboock, Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. 
Absent: Councilmen: Kail. 

Everyone present in the Council Chamber saluted the l!'lagl 

Councilman Babcock moved that the minutes of a Regular 
Meeting held February 24, 1942 and of an Adjourned Regular 
Meeting held March 3, 1942 be approved as written. Councilman 
Hitchcook seconded the motion, whioh was oarried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read from the ~uandt Pumping .tation, 
enolosing correspondence of February 9, 1942 trom Herbert A. 
Jewett, Chief, Division of Water and Sewerage, referring .to work 
started on the iYalteria 98,000 gallon water tank. It fiS ad­
vised that covering of the .tank has been completed. It W8iS 
further reported that emergency water oonneotions have been 
made wi th the Dom1nguezWater Company and plans formulated for 
connecting the ~uandt lines with the Palos Verdes water Lines. 

Councilman Kail arrived at 7:49 P.M. 

A oommunioation was read f'rom Rogers and King, signed by 
Virgil H. Rogers, applying for license to operate a taxi busi­
ness in the City of Torrance, using one taxi to stand on sar­
tori Avenue in front of Roberts Liquor Store. A. check in the 
amount of $12.00 was enclosed to cover the lioense tee. 

Councilman Babcock moved that Rogers and King he granted 
a license to operate a taxi business in the Oity of Torranoe, 
the stand to be located immediately north and adjaoent to the 
crosswalk on the northerly side of the intersection of Sartori 
Avenue and El Prado Avenue, and on the westerly side of sartori 
Avenue. COuncilman Kail seconded the motion, which .was carried 
unanimously. 

A communication was read f'rom the Clvil Service Board re­
gard1ng status of Harold C. Callihan and Lloyd L. Crowther, bus 
drivers for the Torrance Municipal Bus Lines, who were employed 
after the effective date of Civil Service Ordinance No. 326. 
It was advised that Mr. Callihan had informed the Board that Mr. 
Gilme,ister, M&lO.ager of the Bus Lines at that time, had repre­
sented that the examinations conducted by the National Drivers' 
Analysis Bureau of' Los Angeles, and in which examinations both 
Mr. Callihan and Mr. Crowther part i 01 pa ted, would be regardedJ. 
as Civil Service examinations. Copy ot a letter from Mr. Gilmeister 
to Mr. Oallihan, ahowing the ra tiISB of both Mr. Callih8.ll and 
Mr. Crowther in the examinations, was read. In view of the 
facts above stated, the Board recommended that the examination 
be regarded as meeting the Civil Servioe reqUirements and that 
Messrs. Callihan and Crowther be given the status of permanent 
employees. 



Councilman Babcock moved that the recommendation of the 
Civil Service Board that Mr. Harold C. Callihan and Mr. Lloyd 
L. Crowther, Bus Drivers for the Torrance Municipal Bus Lines, 
be given the status of permanent employees, be complied with. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

A communication was read from the C1 vil Service Board, -re­
commending that Mr. James Tucker, an employee of the Street De­
partment as truck driver, and who ha.s been off on sick leave for 
some time, be given employment as night watchman with the under­
standing that when he is pnysieally able to resume his duties as 
truck driver he will be returned to his former duties. 

Councilman Powell moved that the recommend a tion of the Oi vil 
Service Board that Mr. James TUcker, an employee of the Street 
Department as truck driver, be given employment as night watch­
man with the understanding that when he is physically able to 
resume his duties as truck driver he will be returned to his 
rormer duties, be complied wit,tI. Councilman Hitchcock seconded 
the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Mayor McGuire reported that Mr. Tucker has been off for 
some time on disability compensation, and not on siok leave as 
stated in the communication. 

A oommunication was read from the Civil Service Board per­
taining to the subjeot of overtime. It DS stated that the con­
sensus of opinion of the Board is that employees should be givan 
the choiee of either taking time off equal to the amount of over­
time they have put in, or to be-paid for overtime at the regular 
hourly rate. 

Councilman Bitchcock moved. that the eommunieation trom the 
Civil Service Board pertaining to the subject of overtime be held 
over until the next meeting to allow time for further thought on 
the matter. Oouncilman Kail seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

A communication was read from Walker and Eisen, Architeots, 
405 South Hill street, Los Angeles, enclosing three copies eaeh 
or Extra Orders #1 and #2 for the water Department Building ror 
Mr. G. O. Gartz. Order #1 provided for installation or a new 
roof at a cost of $189.00 and Order #2 provided for additional 
cost of hardware over allowance in the amount of $9.10. Approval 
of the Extra Orders was requested. 

Councilman Babcoek maTed that Extra Order 1/1 and Extra Order 
#2 tor the Water Department Building be approved. Councilman 
Hitchoook seconded the mot10h, whioh was earried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, Hitohoook, Kail, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES:. COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. 

A communication addressed to the City Engineer was read from 
the Board-of Eduoation of the City of Los Angeles, in response to 
Mr. Jain's letter of February 24, 1942 in whioh the request was 
made that the Board of Education set up· funds in the 1942-43 
budget for the construotion of sidewalks and curbs on Elm Avenue 
and · Torrance Boulevard, adjacent to the Fern Avenue sehool site. 
It was stated that the Board is being requested to oomply with 
this request, but that the actual oonstruction will be oontingent 
upon the w1111ngD ••• or the C1ty of Torranoe to surfaoe the streets 
adjaoent to the proposed improvements in order to preclude the 
washing out of th1s work. 

Couneilman Hitchcock moved that the City Engineer be author­
ized to assure the Board of Education of the City of ~ Angeles 
that the City-of Torrance agrees to sur1'ace the streets adjaoent 
to proposed improvements on E~ Avenue and Torranoe Boulevard, 
adjacent to the Fern Avenue Sohool Site, the proposed improvement 



being construction of sidewalks and curbs. Councilman Powell 
seconded the. motion, which wa.s carried ).Ulanimously. 

A. .communication was read from the State of California, Di­
vision of Highways, enclosing a letter from the Walteria Civic 
Organization which was addressed to the Los Angeles Clty Traffic 
Tribunal and forwarded by the Tribunal to the Division of High­
ways. 

The communication from the Walteria Civic Organization 
called attention to the traffIc problem and hazard existing at 
the intersection of Pacific Coast Highway and Hawthorne Boulevard 
in Walteria. An appeal for a traffic signal was made as a means 
of protectiDg. school children and residents of the communi ty, as 
well as drivers on the two highways. A brief summary was given 
of the numerous appeals made in the past fora traffic signal at 
this locat1on. 

The communication from the Division of Highways advised that 
no funds are available in the Highway Department of installation 
of this signal, in addition to the fact that materials are in­
creasingly difficult to s~cure tor traffic signals. 

Councilman Powell suggeste~ that the signals be moved from 
less important intersections to the intersection above mentioned 
if no materials are available for additional signals. 

Councilman Powell suggested that the City Council go on re­
cord as urging the Division of Highways to install a traffic sig­
nal at the intersection of Pacific Coast Highway and Hawthorne 
Boulevard, Walteria. 

Councilman Hitchcock mentioned that this had been done a 
number of times by the City ~ouncil. 

At the request of Councilman Powell, Chief Stroh gave an 
accident report for the year 1941 of casualties at the inter­
section above mentioned. He reported that, of a total of nine­
teen aCCidents, twenty-one persons had been injured. He advis­
ed further that the Highway Department receives monthly reports 
of accidents on all first and secondary highways. . 

Mr. ~ain reported that he had written to the Highway De­
partment several times regarding this matter. He said he had 
recently talked with Mr. Griffith of the Highway Department, 
who had practically assured him that the signal would be in­
stalled. He pOinted out that other signals are being inst~ll:­
ed, with apparently 110 great diffieulty in s~curing necessary 
materials. . . 

Mr • .rain was instructed to oc;>minunicate with the Division of 
Highways aga1n, streSSing the need for this signal, and mention­
ing the fact that pthersignals are being installed at various 
loeations. Mr. Babcock suggested. that the letter from the Walteria 
Civic . Organization and the letter from the Division of Highways 
transmitting the Walt~ria G:ivic Organization let~er to the City 
Council be mentioned by 1~. ~a1n in his letter to the Diyisioh 
of Highways. 

A communication was read from W. H. Stanger, Manager, 
Torrance Municipal Water Distriot No.1, requesting the Council 
to authorize the employment of Mr. Obrien Drale to replace Mr. 
Leonard Wilhelmy who has been employed as night watchman at the 
pumping plant for the past ninety days. It was advised that Mr. 
Drale has been a resideht for 12 years, his address being 4422 
Redondo Beach Boulevard. It was requested that he be ~mployed 
f'rom March 16, 1942 to June 16, 1942. It was f'tlrther reported 
that the change was requested by the Civil Service Board. 

eouncilman Baboock inquired whether o~ not it is necessary, 
in emergencies, to oomply with the terms of the C1vil Service 
Rules and Regulations with regard to the rule that temporary 
employees can serve for a period of three months only. 



Councilman Powell asked· whether or not Mr. Drale is on the 
eligi ble Ii st. ) . .. . 

1Ir. stanger advised that the Civil Service Board has never 
conducted examinations for this or any other position. Therefore, 
he pointed out, no eligible list exists. 

Councilman· Powell asked whether or not Mr. Dralehas filed 
his application for employment with the Civil Service Board. 

Mr. stanger advised that he had selected Mr. Drale upon the 
recommendation of the Police Department. He reported that Mr. 
Drale's application has been 1'11ed. 

Councilman Powell said he felt the m:an who is selected for 
the pOSition should be 1'rom the list or applicants on file. 

Counc1lman Babcock questioned the advisability of hiring a 
dif1'erent man every three months 1'or such an important duty as 
guarding the City's water supply. 

. Attorney McCall stated that the entire matter revolves 
around the word Itemergency.- He said that, if the employee could 
be replaced t ho emergency would be in existence, but that, in cases 
where an employee 1s indispensable, an emergency would eXist, in 
which event· the provision pertaining to temporary employment 
would not apply. 

Mr. stanger informed that he understood the Civil Service 
Board intends to conduct examinations for the abovementioned 
position, but that, in the. meantime, to comply with provisions 
of the ordinance, it is necessary to ohange asrequested. 

Councilman Hitchcock said it seemed unusual to be com­
pelled to dispense with the services of an employee after nine­
ty days of employment, especially if the employee is satis­
raotory in every respect. 

Councilman Powell said he felt the Civil Service Rules and 
Regulations should be complied with, and that a man be selected 
from the list ot applicants it one is available to till the 
positIon. 

Mr. Stanger advised that Mr. Wilhelmy has not lived in the 
City of Torrance the required time to be eligible 1'or per­
manent employment. 

Councilman Powell sald he questioned whether Chief stroh 
had given any thought to the fact that applications are on tile 
for pos.itions when he made his recommendation to hire Mr. 
Wilhelmy. 

Mayor McGuire asked whether or not the Civil Service Board 
had reoommended Mr. Drale. Mr. Stanger answered that he had 
again : received. the recommendation from the Police Department 
regarding a satisfactory man to guard the wat~tank. 

Chief Stroh advised that he had been asked by Mr. Stanger 
if he knew of a satisfactory man to guard the water tank, at 
which time he had mentioned Mr. Drale. He said he had paid no 
partic.ular attention to the routine or reqUirements, ' but had 
only furnished Mr. Stanger with the name ot a man whom he felt 
to be qualified for the position. He said it was not his in­
tention or desire to viOlate any of the rules or regulations under 
which the water Department operates .• 

Counoilman Baboock moved that Mr. Obrien Drale be amployed 
to replace Mr. Leonard W1lhe1my as night watchman at the pump­
ing plant of the Torrance Municipal Water District No.1, Mr. 
Drale's period of employment to be from Marc)l 16, 1942 to June 
16, 1942. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. . 

A communication was read from W. H. Stanger, Manager. 
Torrance MuniCipal Water DistrietNo. 1, requesting the Council 
to go ~n record by resolution, authorizing the Torrance Muni­
cipal Water District No. 1 to purchase ten one thousand dollar 
series G. Defense Bonds. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 
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RESOLUTION NO. 1519 

RESOtUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIt OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANe:E AUTHORIZING TORRANCE MUNICIPAL 
WATER DISTRICT NO. 1 TO PURcru.sE · TEN ONE 
THOUSAND POLLAB SERIES G DEFENSE BONDS. 

cOuncilman Ppwell moved th~t Resolution No. 15lg be a~opted. 
Coun~ilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES.: COUNCILMEN: Babcock t Hltchcock, 
Ka11, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILfdEN: None. 

A communication was read from the City of Palos Verdes 
Estates, expressing appreciat10n for repairs and center str1ping 
done by the C1ty of Torra~ce on Hollywood Palos Verdes Parkway. 

A. communication was read from Jack R. Stephens, a st;reet 
Department employee, requesting a raise in salary. He stated he 
had been promised a raise, but had never received same. A 
payroll was obtained at this time, an examination of which dis­
closed that Mr. Stephens' rate of pay is identical to that . of 
other employees of corresponding classification. It was estab­
lished that Mr. Stephens received the same pay increase ~ptember 
1, 1941 as . other employees were granted. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the communication from 
Jack R. Stephens be held over for clarification of its IIBaning 
by Mr. Stephens. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the sampson AdvertiSing Com­
pany, enclOSing copy of the agreement signed by the Torranoe 
Chamber of COmmerce on December 23,1940, and relating to_out­
door advertising displays. The agreement called for a mon");hly 
pa~ent of $10.00 to the Sampson AdvertiSing Company for paint­
ing and maintaining twelve outdoor advertising d~splays at 
various locations. 

Councilman H1tchcock moved that the matter be held 1n 
abeyance ¥Otil it is determined how many months were paid by the 
Chamber of Oommerce in accordance with terms of the agreement. 
Councilman Kail seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Oounty of Los Angeles, 
De.partment of :PUblic ASSistance, requesting the Oity to install 
a 4" meter, cost of installation to be billed the Oounty of Los 
Angeles, for furnishing water to the twenty-five acre g-arden 
projeot to be opened soon on .property belonging to the Columbia. 
Steel Company. It was advised that hand labor will be furnished 
by the Works Progress Administration. 

Mr. Stanger reported that no 4W meter is on -hand at the. pre­
sent, but that he. felt a 3" meter ' would be sufficient for this 
purpose. A question arose abo\lt necessity for installation of a 
meter, it being the opinion 9f several members of the COUDcil 
that the water is furnished tree. 1Ir. stanger advis~d that the 
.ater . Depart~ent has never furnished free water to the Garden 
Projects, a charge of 20_ per 1000 cub1c teet having been oharged. 

Councilman Powell moved that action on this matter be with­
held for· a short time to allow further study a~d investigation by 
the entire City Council. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimou~ly. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Mr. stanger be requested to 
determine whether or not a 3- water meter oan be used for the pur­
pose of furnishing water to the proposed £f;rden project to be es­
tablished in the City of Torrance. Councilman Babcock seconded the 
motion, which was carr1ed unanimously. 



A conmlUnieation was read from Donald Findley, Counselor-At-Law, 
Torrance, California, enclosing the Order of the Railroad Commission 
of the state of California approving and ratifying the transfer of the 
property formerly owned by the Crown water Company to the City of 
Torranee. Mr. Findley stated that his personal opinion is that it 
would be to the interest of the City to retain this property, since 
it was deeded to the City without any consideration, and will un­
doubtedly be of value to new residents in the area which it serves. 

Councilman-Babcock moved that a meeting be arranged at the con­
venience of all persons concerned, including the City Attorney, 
Attorney Findley, -the fifteen consumers, and the City Council, for the 
purpose of discussing the matter at length and determining whether 
the City should retain the property or conform to the original plan 
of being reimbursed for the amount expended in repairing the water 
system. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Clerk Bartlett reported receipt of $4100.73 trom the Southern 
California Gas Company, being the amount due for the period January 
1, 1941 to December 31, 1941, inclusive, under Franchise Ordinance 
No. 322. 

Clerk Bartlett presented a request for installation of a 
telephone at the Hollywood Riviera Red Cross station, monthly ser­
vice charge, '3.00 and installation charge, $3.50. 

Councilman Bab60ck moved that the installation of a telephone 
at the Hollywood Riviera Red Cross station be authorized. Council­
man Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the follow­
ing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Kail, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

Councilman Hitchcock asked whether or not the telephone com­
pany has been approached and asked to stand the axpense of the 
service charge on telephones installed for defense purposes, 
particularly in the Control center. 

Mr. Jain said information had been furnished to the effect 
that the telephone eompany will n~t bear this cost. He said the 
telephone company has expended several millions of dollars through­
out the ooudiry in connection with the defense program. Mr. Jain 
pointed-out that the service charge is a monthly payment on the 
installation cost. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the City Engineer and Mayor 
be authorized to contact the of1"icials of the telephone company 
and determine whether or not the service charge can either be 
furnished tree by the telephone oompany, or a reduction in the 
rate given, the City to pay all installation charges. Council­
man Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

- Mayor MoGuire inquired regarding the control system for air 
raid alarms throughout the various industrial plants. Chie:f 
Stroh advised that the telephones are on order and that a number 
of them have been installed. A short discussion ensued regard­
ing eost t() e:ach plant for installation and service charge for 
telephones connecting the control system. Chief Stroh said he 
felt the fairest method of distributing the cost would be to 
divide it equally among all the plants connected to the control 
system • 

.A. eommUllioation was read from the \falteria Civic Organization, 
adVising that cattle, horses and goats are be1ng staked around trees 
on Ocean Avenue and Los Codona Street in Walteria. It was request­
ed. that a thorough investigation be made and steps taken to remedy 
the situation, and that the damaged trees be replaced. 
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Councilman Hitchcock moved that the matter be referred to 
the Police Department for investigation and to the Street De­
partment for replacing the damaged trees. Councilman Babcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Powell moved that the Street Department be 
authorized to repair the two abovementioned streets to accommodate 
the Police Department in the investigation. Councilman Kail 
seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Clerk Bartlett requested to be allowed tlOO.OO per month 
for three months for employment of a stenographer or clerk in 
the City Clerk's office. 

Councilman Hitchcook moved that the request of the City Clerk 
for $lO~.OO per month for three months for employment r::L a steno­
grapher or clerk be granted. Councilman Kail seconded . the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Kail and McGuire. NOES: 
OOUNCILMEN: . Powell. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Powell presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1520 

.RESOLUTION.:OF THE CITY COUNOIL OF. 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE ADOPTING FIRE 
MANUAL RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR 
GOVERNMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FIRE. 

Uouncilman Powell 1llOved that Resolution No. 1520 be adopted. 
Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried by 1ihe 
following roll call vote: AYES: croUNCI~: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Kal!, Powell and McGulre. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None • 

. 
Councilman Powell moved thet a fire hydrant be installed at 

the corner ot Via La8elva and Via Monte D'Oro in the Holl~0d 
Riviera section, water to be furnished by the California Water 
Servioe Company at the rate of $2.50 per hydrant, per mOhth. 
Councilman H1tchcock seconded the motiom., wh1ch was carried by 
the following roll call Tote: AYES: OOUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
Hitchcock, Kail, Powell and McGuire. NOES: OOUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMlm: None. 

Councilman Powell moved that, upon recommendat1on of Chief 
McMaster of the Fire Department, Ivan R. Kettering be apPOinted 
as a regular engineer of the Fire Department, effective Marcl;r 1, 
1942. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
Hitchcock, Kail, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved that a:u appropriation of not to 
exceed $50.40 be made tor ferti11~er for the city parks. Council­
man Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the follow­
ing roll call vot.e.: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcoek, Hi tchcook, 
Ka11, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Engineer Jain announced that specifications are complete 
tor removal of tracks and overhead 1n the Cabr11lo Avenue right 
of way, formerly. owned by the Pacific Electric Railway Company. 



Mr. Jain advised that the notice to bidders can be ready for 
publication in the March 12, 1942 edition of the Torrance Herald. 
He suggested further that a notice be inserted in the Southwest 
Builders publication to reach a wider range. He offered to 
obtain prices f'rom Southwest Builders for insertion of a notice 
to bidders, and was authorized to do so. 

Attorney MoCall requested a motion authorizing him to re­
quest the assistance of the Division of 011 and Gas of the state 
of' California in the matter of ordering 011 wells and sump holes 
within the City of Torrance to be abandoned and oleaned up. 

Councilman Babcock moved. that the City Attorney be instruct­
ed to request the assistance of the Division of' Oil and Gas of 
the State of California in the matter of ordering oil wells and 
sump holes within the CIty of Torrance to be abandoned and clean­
ed up; the Attorney to authorize the enforcement of whatever 
bonds have been posted with the State by owners or operators of 
011 wells to insure proper abandonment and cleaning u~ of sump 
holes. . aouncilman Hi tchcock seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously •. 

A short discussion ensued regarding time for opening bids 
for the removal of tmcks and overhead1111 the Cabrillo Avenue 
right. of way. It was unanimously decided to open bids at 5:00 
P.M. April 7, 1942 at an adjourned. meeting, the meeting to con­
vene at 4:45 P.M. April 7, 1942. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Judge Shidler suggested. that copies of communioations from 
the Walteria Civic Organization and from the Highway Department 
pertaining to the request for a traffic signal at the inter­
section of Pacific Coast Highway and Hawthorne Boulevard be for­
warded to the State Assemblyman for this district. 

Judge Shidler suggested that the city charge license 
for operation of pin ball games in the City of Torrance. 
mentioned that this would be a good source of revenue for 
next fi seal year. 
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Judge Shidler inquired whether or not employees of the 
MuniCipal Water District No. 1 are considered as Civil Service 
employees under Civil Service Ordinance No. 326, inasmuch as 
the Water Company is a separate enterprise entirely. Council­
man Babcock said it had been the intention of the Council to in­
clude the Water Company. Councilman Powell mentioned that, 
al though the water Company is a separate en terpri se, it is managed 
by the same governing body as the City of Torrance. 

Mayor McGuire advised that several questions have arisen 
with regard to status of various employees under Civil Service. 
He said a question had arisen as to whether or not employees 
of the City Clerk's office are under Civil Service, inasmuch 
as the City Clerk has full authority to appoint his deputies, 
the Council retaining the privilege of setting salaries for 
the City Clerk's deputies. 

Mrs. Renee Bartlett, 2325 Sonoma Street, inquired whether 
or not plans have been formulated for oonstructing air raid 
shelters in the City of Torranoe. Mayor McGuire advised that 
the basement of the post offio:e building is the only publio 
air raid shelter in Torrance. He said the First Christian 
Church had offered the basement of the Churoh building for 
this purpose. However, Mayor McGuire said, latest reports 
from London, England, indicate that air raid shelters are 
practically out ot use, since a greater part of the damage 1s 
cause by fires Ita~ted by inoendlary bombs. He said citizens 
are more inolined to remain in their homes and protect the home 
against fire by extinguishing incendiary bombs. 



Chief Stroh advised that a number of buildings in the City. 
of Torrance have been examined with the view of using them tor 
air raid shelters. He said it had beendatermined, however, that 
thereis greater risk in placing persons in air raid shelters 
which are loeated in basements of buildings with wood floors than 
there is for persons to remain in their own homes. He mentioned 
that practically no structure would resist a direct hit of a high 
explosive bomb, and that shelters in buildings with wood floors 
would be no protection against incendiary bombs going through to 
the basement of the building. 

Chief Stroh reported that he and Mr. Graham of the Health 
Department had investigated the condition in Walter!a arising out 
of the keeping of horses, goats and cows. He said that it had 
been determined that none of these animals are kept closer than 
twenty feet from any bedr.oom window, which, aocording to state 
law, and by whioh law the City of Torrance is governed in this 
matter, is the required distance away from dwellings to keep 
animals. He said he had investigated one loeation, however,. 
where approximately thirty-two hogs are kept •. Counoilman 
Powell asked whether or not a hog ranch permit had been obtained 
by the part y, Chief Stroh's answe'r being in the nega t i ve. Chief 
Stroh said the party had informed him that the state Stock 
Inspector had advised him to raise hogs for defense purposes. 

:Mayor McGuire pointed out that a permit from the City Counc1l 
is necessary for operation of a hog ranch within the City of 
Torrance, and that certain zoning restrictions must be taken 
into consideration. He instructed Chief Stroh to check into this 
matter thoroughly and report to the Council. 

Councilman Babcock moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was oarried by 
the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboock, 
Hitohcook, Kail, .Powell and MoGuire. NOID3: COUNCILMEN: Nom. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 9:17 P.M., upon motion of Councilman Babcock, seconded by 
Councilman Hitchcock, the meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: 

MINUTES OF A REGULAB MDTING 
OF THB CITY COUNCIL OF THI 
CITY OF TORIWICR 

Torranee 

!l&rranee, Oal1:tom1a 
Karch 24, 1942 

The City Counc1l ot the City.ot Torrance COnT8Bed 1n a 
aegular KeeUDg in the Council Chamltel'", C111y Bal.l, Torrance, 
Calitorn1a, on TUaBday, Marcb 24,19'? a. 7:~ P.M. 

Mayor McGu1re called the meeting to order. 
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