Torrance, California
. August 28, 1840

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF TORRANCE-

The City Council of the City of Torreance eonvemed in a Regular
Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, Californie, on
Wednesdeay evening, August 28, 1940 at 7:45 P.M,

Meyor MecGuire called the meeting to order.

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being
Councilmen: Babeock, Hitchoock, Murray, Powell and MoGuire. Absent:
Councilmen: None.

Councilman Hiteheock moved that the minutes of a Regular Meet-
ing held August 13, 1940, of an Ad journed Regular Meeting held
August 20, 1940 and of an Ad journed Regular eting held August 26,
1840 be approved as written. Councilman Murray seconded the motion,
which was cearried unanimously.

¥RITTEN COMMUNIGATIONS

A communieation was read from the Torrance Fustory Frolie Com-
mittee requesting authorization to erect two band stands, both on
El Prado, one at the intersection of Sartori and the other on the
vacant lot at the corner of Cravens and El Prado, to be used in
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connection with the parade to be held on Saturday afternoon, Sept-
ember 28th, 1940.

Councilmen Murray moved that the request of the Torrance Factory
Frolic Committee for authorization to erect two band stands be grant-
ed. Councilman Hitchecock seconded the motion, which was carried
unanimously.

A communication weas read from the Torrance Chamber of Commerce
requesting that suitable arrangements be made for the transporta-
tion of the Torrance Municipal Band to and from Pomona, scheduled to
-appear at the Los.Angeles County Palir at 2:00 P.M., Sunday, Sept-
ember 15, 194Q.

No action.

A communication was read from R, E. Moffitt and J. L. Saunders
requesting permit to operate a Riding Academy.in the rear of the
McHenry Place at 23124 Narbonne, Torrance, to be known e&s Torrance-
Lomita Stables.

Councilman Hitchcock moved the request be referred to the Police
Commission for investigation and report at the next regular meeting.
Councilmen Babcock seconded the motion, which was sarried unanimously.

A communication was read from TUnion 0il Company of California
enclosing check for $57.67 in payment of franchise earnings under
Los Angeles County Ordinance No. 1010,

. A communication was read from the County of Los Angeles, Road
Department, informing the City of Torrance that its share of 1940-41
County Budget appropriation for "Aid to Cities® (gasoline tax}, is
9,095.,14; unallooated brought forward from 1939-40 and/or prior is
26,507.24, making a& total of $35,602.38, available for allocation
to the City of Torrance during the fiscal year 1940-41.

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to:
RESOLUTION NO, 1397

RESQLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

TORRANCE ACCEPTING EASEMENTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY
FOR, AND RIGHT TO CONSTRUCT, MAINTAIN AND USE,
4 SANITARY SEWER AND APPURTENANT STRUCTURES

IN AND ACROSS CERTAIN REAL PROPERTIES IN SAID

CITY OF TORBRANCE.

Councilmen Hitochcook moved that Resolution No. 1397 be adopted.
Councilman Baboock seconded the motion, which was carried by the
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcoxk,
Murrey, Powall end McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None, ABSENT:
COUNCIIMEN: Nomne.

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to:

RESOLUTION NO. 1388

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF TORRANCE APPROVING SETTLEMENT COVERING
LIQUIDATION OF INDEBTEDNESS OF 1915 ACT
DISTRICTS.

Councilman Bebeoeck moved that Resolution No, 1398 be adopted.
. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babecock, Hitchoock,
Murray, Powell and MeGuire,, NCES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT:

COUNCILMEN: None.




Acting Engineer Jain reported that the residents of a private
non-through street located between Emerald and Spencer Streets have
requested that it be given a name, particularly to avoid mix-ups
in the delivery of mail, which at present is delivered on either
Emerald or Spencer Streets, :

Councilmen Hitchcock moved that the request for.a street name
be referred to the City Attorney and Acting City Engineer for im-
vestigation end report at the next meeting. Councilman Babecock
seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously.

A report was read from City Blectrieian 0. D. Butterfield
deseribing his attendance at the Seventeenth Annual Meeting of the
Southwestern Section International Assoeciation of.Electrical In-
spectors held August 26, 27 and 28, 1940 at Santa Barbare and advis-
ing he _had been elected Second Vice-President of the Southwestern
Seetion of .the I.A.B.I.

Attorney MeCell read a communication from the Southwest Distriect
Highways Association urging that as many pecple &s possible be present
at a meeting to be held at Mines Field, Thursday evening August 29,
1940 - discussion Highway legislation. '

In answer to Attorney John A. Shidler's request for an opinion
from the City Attorney on (1) The Civil Service Commission does not
have the power to set age limits.for appliesnts and (2) Ordinance
249 requires that, unlems the Council ordains otherwise for economy
reasons, beginning firemen be classified a&s hosemen or laddermen,
and not as engineers, City Attorney MeCall stated &s follows: (1)
Under Ordinance No. 249 the Civil Serviee Commission can set age
limits for applieants (2} The City Council has the authority under
Ordinence No. 349 to designate the position of & member of the Pire
Department, that ls whether he be classified as & hoseman, ladderman,
englineer, etc,, vut the Couneil is not required to £ill all positions
mentioned in said ordinsnce.

Councilman Powell moved that an appropriation of $165,78, plus
sales tax, be made for the purchase of a 4" x 5" Speed Graphic Camera
complete with leather case for the Police Department. Councilman
Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the following
roll cell vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babecock, Hitchecoek, Murray, Powell
and MeGuire. NOGES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None.

Councilman Powell moved that the request of Crill Crawford,
2107 Lomita Boulevard, Lomita, to operate billiard room at 1650
Cabrillo Avenue be granted. Councilmen Murray seconded the motion,
which was carried by the fo)lowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL-
MEN: Babeock, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell and MeGuire. NOES: COUNCIL-
MEN: NOne. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Ngne.

Councilman Hitcheock moved that Grinnell Company of the Pacifie
be awarded contract for Pipe Pittings and Materials in accordance
with Specifications, Water Department Materials, Section 1 only, in
amount of $552.54, less 2%, and all other bids under Specifications,
Water Department Materials, Section 1 only be rejected. Counci lman
Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Bebeoeck, Hitcheock, Murray, Powell
and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIIMEN: Ngne. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None,

Councilman Hitchcock moved that all bids in aceordance with

.Spegifications, Water Department Materials, Section 2 only, be

rejected, Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried

.by the following roll call vote: AYES: GCOUNCILMEN: Babecoek,

Hitcheoek, Murray, Powell and McGuire., - NOES: COUNCILMEN: None.
ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: DNone, . ’
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Councilman Hitcheock moved that Clayton Manufacturing Company
be awarded contract for Pressure Regula ting Valves in accordance
with Specifications, Water Department Materials, Section 3 only, in
amount of $803.40, less 2%, and all other bids under Specifiecations,
Water Department Materials, Section 3 only be rejected. Councilman
Babeock seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll
call votes AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babeock, Hitcheock, Murray, Powell
and MoGuire., NOBS: COUNCIIMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None.

Councilman Hitcheock moved that R. W. Sparling be awarded
contract for 1 - 16" Main Line Meter Complete in accordance with
Specificetions, Water Depariment Materials, Section 4 only, in
amount of $653.20, less 1%, and all other bids under Specifications,
Water Depertment Materials, Section 4 only, be rejected. Council~
man Babcoek .seconded the motidon, which was carried by the following
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIIMEN: Babeock, Hitchcoeck, Murray,
Powell and MeGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Nome. ABSENT: COUNCIL~
MEN: None, .

Councilman Bebeock asked Acting Engineer Jain if he had heard
from the State Department of Housing and Immigration with reference

to a State ruling on trailer eamps. Engineer Jain replied in the
negative.

Councilman Babeock asked Attorney McCell for his opinion om
(1) a plan for removing hazardous open sump holes and (2) building
regulations of five feet fenees beyond the building set back line
on property line, '

Attorney MeCall discussed at length the provisions of the lews
of the State of California on the abandonment of oil wells, one of
the requirements being the pesting of a $5000.00 bond guaranteeing
completion or proper ebandonment of oil wells. He stated that most
cities have an ordinance which is more complete than the state law
and offered to draw up one for the eity which would adequately cover
the abandonment of oil waells.

) With reference to building regulations of five feet fences
beyond the building set back line on property line, Attorney McCall
stated there is nothing in the genersl law on this subject and that
most cities desiring sueh building regulation must cover it by
ordinance. .

After considerable discussion on the subject of sump holes,
Councilman Bebeock moved .that the City Clerk be authorized to con-
tact the Narbonme Ranch Water Co. #2 and 3 requesting information
on the condition of oil wells in their districts, and the City
Attorney be authorized to serve a demand on the owners and surety
companies to abandon hazardous.oil wells. Councilman Powell
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboock, Hitchecock, Murray, Powell and
MoGuire, NOES: COUNCIIMEN: None., ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None,

Councilman Hitechcock mowed that the Fire Chief, together with
the Poliee Chief, be authorized to investigate all hazardous open
sump holes and condition of derricks and to contasct the owmers to
determine what steps they propose to take to eliminate such hazards,
and report their findings at the next Council Meeting. Councilman
Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: . Babeock, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell
and MeGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None, ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None.

Acting Engineer Jain reported that in a recent conversation
with Mr. Js F. Johnson, Area Engineer for the W.P.A. Vista Highlands
Project, he was informead that the Government has ruled Federal Funds
could not be used in areas which show definite real estate sub-
division or lack of individual home ownerships, and as & result of




this ruling it was proposed to abandon certain sewer installations,
This ruling wes vigorously protested by the City Council, Engineer
Jain and the Chamber of Commerce, wheresupon Mr. Johnson asked that
maps be submitted showing the individual ownerships of property
affected by the sewer line route, and if the elty could prove said
ownerships, he would approve the installation of sewer lines on Date,
Elm, Fern and. Greenwood Streets south of Carson as well as Hickory
and Greenwood north of Sonoma, Mr, Johnson added, however, that
sewer lines could not be laid in the C.C.M.0. tract area to Crenshaw
south of Carson as this property is used mestly by oil companies, but
if at & later date the C.C.M.0, tract were subdivided and used for
housing purposes, the sewer lines could be installed, provided the
contract on the Vista Highlands project had not explired.

Mayor McGuire advised that &n engineer was working on plans for
the Torrence Boulevard improvement end thare would be something
definite to submit to the Couneil and Planning Commission within a
short time, . &

Mayor McGuire saild Mr. Jonnson had informed him that the W.P.A.
was also in the paving business and would be glad to participate in
the paving bids for Torrance Boulevard and Cabrillo Boulevard and
they would guarantee the job to be just s good as the County or any
private company eould produce.

Attorney MeCall reported thet the attorney for the Pacific
Electric Railway Company is now on vacation but that on his returm
would contact him and then inform the council on the Cabrillo Avenue
complaint,

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

Mr. Stanger, Manager of the Water Department, requested that
authorization be granted for the purchase of valves on the open
market, for which bids, in accordance with Speeifications, Water
Department Mataerials, Section 2 only, were rejected.

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the City Clerk be authorized
to purehase valves on the open market for the Water Depariment, in
eccordance with Speecifieations, Water Depariment Materiels, Section
2 only, for which bids were rejected on August 26, 1940,

Couneilman Powell inquired a&s to the purehase priece. Mr.
Stanger informed him it would be approximately $995.00:; Councilman
Powell then asked Attorney McCall as to the legality of such pro-
cedure. He was advised it was in order.

Councilman Babeock seconded Coumcilman Hitecheoeck's motion,
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN:
Babeock, Hitehecock, Murray, Powell and McGuire, NOES: COUNCILMEN:
None, ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None.

Mr, L, Price, 1919 Andreo, complained about the deplorable
condition of the alleys, particular reference being made -to the
alleys on Andreo south of Carson and on 218th Street between
Andreo and Gramercy, and asked that something be done to remedy
this condition,

Msnuel Alvarez asked the City Council for permission to use the
Civic Auditorium for a benefit dance for the purpose of raising funds
for the Torrance Bears. He also asked that the leveling of the Base-
ball Field in Pueblo be completed.

Councilman Murrey informed Manuel Alvarez that the City Council
could not grant him permission to use the Civic Audlitorium for a
benefit dance, but to see him after the meseting with reference to
the baseball field in Pueblo. S
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Couneilman Hitehcock moved all bills properly audited be paid.
Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was earried by the
following roll eall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babsock, Hitchcock,
Murray, Powell amd McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT:
COUNCIIMEN: None,

A% 8:35 P.M,, upon motion of Councilmen Hitcheock, seconded by
Councilman Babeoock, the meeting ad journed to September 3, 1840 at

5:00 P.M,
%._7 [y *
City cier% of the Gfty o% %orrance

Approved:
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