
MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED R1!nULAR 
MEETING OF 'mE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, Ca11fornia 
June 27, Hl40 
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The City Council of the City of Torranoe convened in an adjour­
ned Regular Meeting in the Counoil chamber, City Hall, Torrance, 
California, on Thursday atternoon, ·June 27, 1940 at 4:35 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire oalled the meeting to order, 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering presentbe1ng 
Councilman: Babcook, Murray, Powell and McGuire. Absent: Counoil­
man: Hitchcock. 

Counoilman Murray moved that a recess ot ten minutes be de.,. 
clared to await the arrival ot Counoilman Hitchcock. Councilman 
Powell seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Councilma1l Hitchcook arrived at 4:46 P.M. and the meeting re­
convened. 

Clerk Bartlett read a statement trom Attorney ·Mccall, 1n which 
he requested that the Oouncil adjourn to July 2, 1940, as he had 
been unable to contact Mr. Warren of the Los Angeles County Sanita­
tion District regarding a contract oov.ering the Vista Highlands 
Sewer Projellt now in progress in the City ot Torrance. Mr. MoGell 
also stated he had talked with Mr. Campbell ot the Asbury Transport~ 
ation Company, who had inquired. whether the Council had met, or anti­
cipated meeting, with the Gardena City Council regardtng the trans­
portation matter. He added that Mr. Asbury had requested a further 
extension ot time from the Railroad Commission before arriving at a 
tinal decision on the transportation matter. 

A communication was read from Mrs. Auguste R. l::Iarnett, extend­
ing thanks on b-ehal.f of the Torranoe Chapter #44 ot' Women of the 
Moose for cooperationreoeived from the C1ty at the Americanism 
Parade held June 21, 1940.. 

A oommunication weB read from the Acquisition and Improvement 
Distriot No. 28 (Al-ondra Park) Tax Pay-ns' Association, urging that 
as many as possible attend the meeting to be held in the Assembly 
Room of the Board of Supervisors, Fifth Wloor, Hall of Records, Los 
Angeles, July 1, 1940 at g:OO A.M~ to insure passage of the Reso­
lution oalling for an appropriation of 50% of outstanding indebted­
ness a~inst the Alondra Park district. The communication was 
signed by Pat MacDonnell, Secretary. . 

Mayor McGuire said he thought the North Torrance residents 
should be contaoted regarding this matter. Clerk Bartlett was in­
structed to notify Mrs. Gonner ot North Torrance that the communica­
tion had been received·. Councilman Powell added that, although he 
personally could not attend the meeting, he f·elt that members of 
tne Counoil who can possibly attend should do so. Councilmen Murray 
and Babcock said they could attend. Mayor McGuire and Councilman 
Hitchcock stated they woUld attenl the meeting if possible to do so. 

A communication was read trom the Southwest District Highways 
Associat·ion, inviting the City Counoil, Mayor, City Engineer, Chief 
of Polioe and their respective wives to attend a meeting of the 
Association June 2?,U40 at Kelley's Cafe, Manhattan Beach at 6:30 
P.M. . 

Mayor McGu1r-e stat.d he had .made arrangements to attend the 
meeting. 



A communication was read from the Torrance High School Alumni, 
requesting free use of the Torrance Civic Auditorium July 9, 1940 
for a Red Cross Benefit card party. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved the reque.st be grante.d. Councilman 
Babcock seoonde.d the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Powell moved that an appropriation of not to exoeed 
$75.00, plus tax, be made for a 4,-way valve to replace one broken 
for the Fire Department. Councilman Murray seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL­
MEN: Eaboock, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Powell moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$50.00, plus tax, be made for 4 5 gallon pump cans to replaoe 4 worn 
out for the Fire DEipartment. Councilman Murray seoonded the motion, 
which was oarried by the following roll oall vote: ,AYES: OOUNCIL­
:MEN: Babco'Ok, Hitchoock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. ABSENT: C OUNC ILMEN: None. 

Goun~ilman 'Babcock read the following: 

"A motion is hereby subm1tted 1n an adjourned meeting of 
the City Council of the C1ty of TQrrance this 27th day of J.une, 1940, 
that the City Clerk is hereby instructed to enter into a contract 
wi th Mr. Logan R. Cotton, PubliC Accountant and Auditor specia11zing 
in GoverIUllental Audits, for the purpose of Auditing the accounts and 
records of the City of Torrance for the fl,seal year beginning July 1, 
1940 and ending June 30, 1941 • 

. An 4udit is to be made quarterly of all departments and a 
report oovering same submitted to .the City Council of the City of 
Torrance for their approval. Compensation for said s8.rv1ces to be 
rendered by Mr. Cotton to be not more than the amount previously paid 
i"or tJle past fisoal year of 1939,-40. The JIl8Ximum t .o be paid for the 
General Audit to be not in excess ot $600.00 for the above mentioned 
period. 

Reference made' to the Section 874 ot Act 5233 at Deerings 
General Lavs governing proced~e inoorporated w1thin a Munioipal 
Corporations Act referring to 6th class oities as authorized for the 
establishment af this prooedure relatiTe to entering into oontracts 
for personal .srviee in excess of $500.00~. 

Counoilman Powell seoonded the motion. 

Clerk Bartlett stated he had talked with Mr. Gotton. this morning, 
who had said he would call at the C1ty Hall Monday, July 1, 1940 and 
check over the city books and that he would present a letter at that 
time. 

Mayor McGuire asked whether Mr. COtton had been oonsulted as to 
the fee expeoted. Couno1lman Babcook said he had talked w1th Mr. 
Cotton this morn1ng and Mr. Cott.on had approved thiS, indicat1ng the 
statement read by htm. 

Mayor McGuire suggest.ed tha.t it might be advisable 
to talk to the entire Council before t.aking any aotion. 
Babcock and Murray expressed confidence in Mr .• Cotton t s 
tions fOr the position • 

tor Mr. Co'tton 
Counoilmen 

qual1fica-

. A roll call vo'te was taken o.n the motion made by Counoilman 
B.aboock and seoonded by Counci:J.man Powell that the auditing firm. 
of Logan R. Cotton be awarded the oontraot to audit the. Oi ty books 
for the fiscal year 1940..,.41, the vote being as follows: AYES: 
COUNCII4v$N: Babcock, Hit.chcook, Murray, Powell and McGu.ire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None, ABSENT: COUNOILMEN: None. 



Mr. H. A. Young in th~ audience presented a photograph of his 
house saying that since the grade had been changed on the prop,erty, 
water stands around his house. He asked that he be given enough 
dirt to remedy the situation. , 

,Engineer Young advised that if Mr. Young will call at his 
office the matter oan be satisfae:torHy adjusted. 
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At 5:06 P.M., upon motion of Oouncilman Hitchoock, seconded by 
Oouncilman Powell, the meeting adjourned to July 2, 1~40 at 4:30 P.M. 

Oityc¥rOr ·ecyQOrrance 

Approved: 

6<h.~Y?n.~ 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOuRNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY OOUNOIL 
OF ~E OITY OF TORRANCE 

Torranoe, California 
July 2, 1~40 

The Oity Council of the Oity of Torrance convened 1n an Adjour­
ned Regular Meeting in the Oouncil Ohamber, Oity Hall, Torranoe, 
California, on Tuasday, July 2, 1940 at 4:35 P.M. 

Mayor McGu1re called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Baboook, Murray and MoGuire. Ab~ent: Oounoilmen: 
Hitohcock an~ Powell. 

Councilman Murray moved that a recess of 10 minutes be deolared 
to await the arrival of Councilmen Hi tchoock and Powell. Councilman 
Babcookseconded t~e motion, which was carried unanimously • 

. CoWl-c;i,lJ!1en Hitchcock and Powell arrived at 4: 35 P .M .. , the meet-
1ng reoonvening at 4:38 P.M. 

A petition.be~ing ten s1gnatures was read, protesting against 
the use of portions of Lots 2 pd :.3 of Traot No. 7544 as a storage 
yard for plastering and construotion equipment. Olerk Bartlett was 
requested to obtain from the ~ineering Department the street address 
of the above descr,i bed property. 

Oouncil.IDan Hi tchoo,ck moved that the matter be referred to the 
Police Oommittee for ' i:p.l'estigat:f.on and report at the regul~r meeting 
Of July ~, 1940. Oouncilman Baboock seoonde", "he motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

C18rkBartl.tt~ hav1ilgobta1nect the address as requested. from 
th~ Engineering Department, announoed the address to be 2306-230'8 
Gramercy Avenue. 

A communication was read from Union Oil Oompany of California, 
reporting no permits issued .and no pipe lines constructed, removed 
or relocated under Ordinances No;>. 1010 and 1501 during the six 
months' period ending June 30, li40. 
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