
November 12, 2008

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

SCOPING SESSION – GENERAL PLAN UPDATE
1.
CALL TO ORDER
The Environmental Impact Report Scoping Session for the General Plan Update was called to order at 7:05 p.m. on Wednesday, November 12, 2008 in the Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall.

2.
INTRODUCTIONS


Planning Manager Lodan introduced staff members present at the meeting: Deputy Community Development Director Cessna, Sr. Planning Associate Chun, Planning Associate Richardson, and Planning Associate Cutting.  He also introduced Jamie Thomas, from the consulting firm The Planning Center, which is under contract to prepare the Environmental Impact Report for the General Plan Update.

3.
PURPOSE OF SCOPING SESSION


With the aid of slides, Jamie Thomas, The Planning Center, provided an overview of the scoping session.  She explained that Torrance was in the process of updating its General Plan, which is the broad plan for the city over next 20 years; that the State requires that an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) be prepared for a project of this magnitude; and that this scoping session was an opportunity for the public to provide input on the environmental issues to be covered in the EIR.  

4.
DISCUSSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT PROCESS

Ms. Thomas reviewed the EIR process, noting that there will be several opportunities for public input, including the 30-day review period for the Initial Study (November 12 - December 11, 2008) during which the public can submit comments to be incorporated into the document.  

5.
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

Robert Thompson, president of Madrona Homeowners Association, questioned whether the EIR would address the impact on the infrastructure when industrial property is converted to residential use.  He noted that the City recently had to spend over $1 million to install a new sewer line down Plaza del Amo because the system had reached its capacity due to new residential development in this area.


Ms. Thomas confirmed that any environmental impacts associated with proposed land use changes in the General Plan will be covered by EIR.


Janet Payne, Engracia Avenue, expressed concerns that “historic resources” was not included on the checklist of “Environmental Factors Potentially Affected” (Initial Study, page 2).  She noted that the City Council has formally recognized the area bounded by Western to Crenshaw/Dominguez to Plaza del Amo as “Old Torrance Founded 1912” and this is where the City’s historic resources are located.  She also expressed concerns that the notations on Figure 3 and Figure 4, which are maps of Torrance showing current and proposed General Plan land uses, are unreadable even with a magnifying glass.  


Ms. Thomas explained that according to CEQA guidelines, historic resources are addressed under the category “Cultural Resources.”


Judy Weber, Border Avenue, stated that she was alarmed about the lack of emphasis placed on historic resources during the General Plan update process and urged that his important topic not be forgotten.


June Lee, Vanderhill Road, called for the EIR to explore the impact of the replacement of green space with buildings and hardscape, particularly with regard to traffic, noise and heat generation.


Joe Arciuch, Kathryn Avenue, expressed concerns about the impact of air pollution from the ExxonMobil refinery on nearby residents.  He also expressed concerns about the impact of airport noise and construction noise.


Todd Hays, Old Torrance Neighborhood Association, urged that more emphasis be placed on the preservation of the City’s historic resources.


Eugene Petzold, Ronald Avenue, expressed concerns about noise and contamination from Redondo Beach Police Department’s open air firing range, noting that lead fragments from bullets have been found on Towers Elementary School property, which is about 500 hundred feet from the range.  He submitted a report he prepared on this topic.


Dale Lincoln, Wayne Avenue, disputed the claim in the Initial Study under Item 4, Biological Resources (page 15), that almost no natural areas or wildlife habitat remains in Torrance except for Madrona Marsh.  He reported that the City is restoring the natural habitat of some flood control basins and there are a number of city parks, as well as public land, with wildlife areas that could be restored.  He cited land the City is acquiring in Dead Horse Canyon as part of a land swap with Rolling Hills and the bluffs above Torrance Beach as additional biological resources that could benefit from restoration.


 Arthur Evans, Arvada Street, echoed concerns about noise and contamination from the Redondo Beach Police Department’s firing range.


Dee Hardison, 236th Street, stressed the need to take a careful look at the traffic impact should the area east of the Crossroads shopping center be converted for residential use, relating her observation that the signal on Crenshaw between Lomita Boulevard and Skypark Drive causes frequent traffic back-ups.  She also recommended that the City explore the ramifications of the recently passed legislation AB 325 and the impact on the General Plan. 


Planning Manager Lodan thanked audience members for their input and noted that they could submit any additional comments in writing until December 11.

6.
ADJOURNMENT


At 8:00 p.m., the meeting was adjourned.
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