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	FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

ABOUT TORRANCE CITY GOVERNMENT


· Torrance was founded in 1912, incorporated in 1921 and became a chartered city in January 1947.

· Staggered elections for Councilmembers and Mayor are held on first Tuesday in June of even numbered years.
  

· Mayor and Councilmembers positions are part time and according to the charter receive a salary of $100 a month.  Additional remuneration is made for reimbursement of expenses along with provision for health benefits and life insurance.
  

· The Mayor does not have veto power.

· The Mayor has an equal vote in all matters before the Council.

· City Clerk and City Treasurer are also elected positions, each serving as a full time department head.

· Each elected official serves a four-year term.

· Mayor
 and Councilmembers
 have term limits of two four-year terms and may run again after four years off of Council. 

· City Clerk and City Treasurer do not have term limits.

· The City of Torrance does not regulate lobbying.

· The City of Torrance has a campaign contribution limit of $1000 per donor per candidate
.  The donation cycle runs from date of declaration of candidacy through the last day of the 17th month following the month in which the election occurred, only to the extent that the contribution does not exceed net debts outstanding from the election, and the contribution does not otherwise exceed the applicable contribution limit for that election
.  A candidate for any City of Torrance Elective Office may not personally loan to his or her campaign, including the proceeds of a loan obtained by the candidate from a commercial lending institution, an amount, the outstanding balance of which exceeds $30,000.  A candidate may not charge interest on any loan he or she made to his or her campaign
.
· Elected officials and candidates file Campaign finance documents with the City Clerk if they are raising and spending more than $1,000.  

· Councilmembers file annual Conflict of Interest Statements as required by the Political Reform Act of 1974 (as amended).

· The City of Torrance has Conflict of Interest Code for employees and appointed officials which is reviewed biannually or as needed.
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