MINUTES OF DISASTER COUNCIL MEETING
January 28, 2009
Call to Order:
Commissioner Glass called the Disaster Council Meeting of January 28, 2009 to order at 3:05 p.m.
Flag Salute:

Commissioner Davis led the Flag Salute.

Roll Call / Motions for 

Excused Absence:
Commissioners Glass, Galbasin, and Davis were present.

Commissioner Matsuda was absent/excused


Moved – Davis / Seconded – Galbasin


Department Representatives:

Joe Hudd

City Clerk’s Office






Rod Irvine
 
Police Department 







Paul Vuoso

Fire Department







Linda Wilson-Gray
Community Services







Mark Fujimori
Community Services


Local Organizations and


Community Members:

Caroline Elam
CERT / TARA / ADT







Chuck Galbasin
TARA







Meredith Eick
CERT / TARA / ADT







Robin Fisher

TUSD

Dorothy Hart

Hillside Homeowner’s Assoc






Mike Martinet
Area G

Sumie Imada

New Horizons







Judy Retter 

Torrance Memorial Hospital

KK Fitch

CERT / TARA / ADT
Edith Stieglitz
CERT

Comments from the Public:

None
Report on Posting of Agenda:

Moved – Glass / Seconded – Galbasin – 3 Ayes
Minutes for Approval:

A.  December 16, 2008 – Moved – Davis / Seconded – Galbasin   3 Ayes

New Business:

A. Planning Disaster Expo 2009

Lt. Irvine announced the date for Disaster Expo 2009 was set for Saturday, October 10, 2009.  He will be sending out vendor invitations in accordance with the same rules as used in 2007.  Neighborhood Watch and Map Your Neighborhood will be included in the displays.  


Old Business:


A.  Discussion follow-up on disaster preparedness at the Senior Centers


Linda Wilson-Gray reported that they need updating of their first aid kits and she recommended an upgrade on their flashlights.  She also recommended the following items be kept as emergency supplies:

· Spare batteries for flashlights and radios

· Blankets

· Water

· Food

· Helmets with chinstraps*

· Eye protection* 

· Dust masks*

· Basic hand-tool kit

* Denotes needed for staff only

Commissioner Galbasin will attempt to get prices on the recommended items.  

The Senior Centers were identified as follows:

Bartlett Center

Herman Tillman

Walteria

Ken Miller Recreation Center (Fridays only)

Linda provided the hours and staffing information for each of the identified Senior Centers.   
Commissioner Galbasin is working with TMMC to see that the Senior Centers as well as the libraries have deliberators. 
Financing and distribution considerations for the recommended supplies will be discussed more thoroughly once the potential cost is determined.  
B.  Emergency Services Coordinator Update

Lt. Irvine reported the number one and two candidates on the City’s list are not going to be hired, but the number three candidate is looking promising and could be offered a position in six weeks to two months if all goes well with her background investigation.   
C.  Emergency Operations Plan Update
Lt. Irvine reported that the current EOP revision is progressing and should be wrapping up in next couples of months at which time it will be forwarded to the Council for approval. 
9.  ORALS


A.  Comments from Commissioners

None

B.  COT Department Updates

None


C.  Announcements/Updates
Robin Fisher brought a recent “Good Samaritan” case that is currently under review wherein a potential “Good Samaritan” has been sued and held liable for helping a friend during an automobile accident.  Mike Martinet explained some of the facts involved in the circumstances.  He also had presented the case to a Torrance City Attorney who had concluded the case would not likely be applicable in the case of an official City of Torrance volunteer who has been activated since the volunteer is deemed as working for the City.  
KK Fitch discussed an old copy of City of Torrance emergency preparedness procedures she had found in her archives.  She gave it to Commissioner Galbasin to copy and review.

KK Fitch also reported on some of the Animal Disaster Team members who went to an animal disaster workshop in Fresno.   The class covered a lot of information that is covered in some of the DSV required FEMA courses, and much of the training was geared toward nonprofit organizations. 
Meredith Eick reported that the LA Port is regularly dealing with potential dirty bombs being imported or exported through their LA facility.    
Chuck Galbasin reported TARA is working on a messaging class for TARA that will be presented on February 10, 2009 to assist TARA members with better radio communication skills during an event.

Chuck Galbasin also reported that TARA is still in the process of working on a privately-owned repeater TARA is currently using.  Testing is still in progress to see if any changes need to be made.  The repeater is working, but it is “scratchy,” which can be annoying and make copying transmissions difficult.          

10.  
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 3:41 p.m. to a meeting on Wednesday, February 25, 2009, in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room, 3031 Torrance Boulevard, Torrance, California.

These January 28, 2009 minutes were approved as submitted 
on February 25, 2009.
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