March 9, 2009

MINUTES OF THE EXCELLENCE IN ARTS COMMITTEE OF THE

TORRANCE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Excellence in Arts Committee meeting of the Torrance Cultural Arts Commission convened at 5:15pm on Monday, March 9, 2009 in the in the library at the Torrance Art Museum. 

ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioner Candioty and Chairperson Strehler.

Absent:
Commissioner Miranda

Also Present:

Cultural Services Manager Rappoport,

Cultural Services Senior Supervisor Bell

2.
TOPICS OF DISCUSSION

a. Discussion of impact of changing date for Excellence in Arts Awards

Chairperson Strehler opened the meeting by asking how it happened at the February Cultural Arts Commission meeting that there was a motion and approval to change the Excellence in Arts awards to October. Commissioner Candioty recited the events as he recollected them; minutes for the meeting have not been received by staff yet.

            Chairperson Strehler expressed the following concerns about this move:

1. EIA is an important public relations event for the Commission that impacts other community groups; we need to think about and discuss how this move potentially impacts their calendars;

2. On July 1, the fiscal year changes and so does Chairpersonship of the Commission. Both changes need to be considered in moving this date.

3. The Commission usually has taken August off which would negatively impact the planning for an October event.

Staff presented the Committee with the following table which lists three recommendations for possible dates to hold EIA: 

Date Options

	
	
	
	

	Event Date
	April 26
	May 31
	October 11

	To Commission
	Special mtg

March 23 or 30
	April 20
	August 17

	Ap. Deadline
	March 4
	April 15
	August 12


At this point it would be very difficult to keep the April 26 date. However both the May 31 and October 11 dates are available in the Toyota meeting hall and are otherwise feasible.

MOTION:  Commissioner Candioty moved to recommend to the Cultural Arts Commission that the EIA event be moved to May 31, that the application deadline be moved to April 15 and that the nominations come to the Cultural Arts Commission on April 20 for review; Chairperson Strehler seconded the motion.

Commissioner Candioty offered to call Commissioner Miranda and inform him of the Committees recommendation.

There was also discussion of moving the EIA to a bi-annual event, but the con of loosing momentum and visibility in the community seemed to outweigh any benefit that move might have.  Additionally Chairperson Strehler mentioned that she would like to see each Commissioner formally notify those EIA applicants who are not selected for the award, and she will bring this issue up at the full Commission meeting.


b. Commission Responsibilities

The discussion of 2a essentially covered this topic as well. Each commissioner is responsible for insuring nominations in one award category.

3.
ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN

The Committee’s recommendation to the Cultural Arts Commission will be reviewed at their next regular Commission meeting.

4.
ADJOURN MENT

The meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. to Monday, March 16, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.  

Approved as Submitted

March 16, 2009

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
Please note:  Continued on next page  (page 3).
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Date Options

	
	
	
	

	Event Date
	April 26
	May 31
	October 11

	To Commission
	Special mtg

March 23 or 30
	April 20
	August 17

	Ap. Deadline
	March 4
	April 15
	August 12


Applications Received to Date:

Dance (Endo Roberts)

Drama (Candioty)

Music (Miranda)

Visual Arts (Bunting)


Steve West

Literary Arts (Smisek)

Arts Education (Rische)

Katy Geissert Award (Strehler)

Torrance Symphony Foundation
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