December 17, 2007

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Cultural Arts Commission convened in a regular session at 
7:00 p.m. on Monday, December 17, 2007 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
FLAG SALUTE

Commissioner Endo-Roberts led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Armstrong, Endo-Roberts, Miranda, Strehler, and Chairperson Smisek.

Absent:
Commissioner Wang.

Also Present:
Acting Cultural Services Manager Kelso,

Cultural Services Senior Supervisor McClelland, and

Cultural Services Supervisor Ferguson.


MOTION:  Commissioner Miranda moved to grant Commissioner Wang an excused absence for the December 17, 2007 Cultural Arts Commission meeting.  Commissioner Armstrong seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.


Chairperson Smisek welcomed Youth Council member Brad Moylan from South High School.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
MOTION:  Commissioner Miranda moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda.  Commissioner Strehler seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MOTION:  Commissioner Strehler moved for the approval of the November 19, 2007 Cultural Arts Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Armstrong and passed by unanimous voice vote approval (absent Commissioner Wang).

6.
NEW BUSINESS

6A.
RECOGNITION OF RETIRING COMMISSIONERS JUNE ARMSTRONG AND KIM WANG


A dinner celebration to honor retiring Commissioners Armstrong and Wang was tentatively scheduled for January 24, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. and it was suggested that former Commissioner Stadler be invited to attend.  

6B.
REVIEW UPCOMING EVENTS IN EARLY 2008

Acting Cultural Services Manager Kelso reviewed early 2008 events in the material of record that include mailing of grant applications to non-profit organizations in early February, joint meeting with City Council on February 26, Excellence in Arts Awards ceremony on April 27, Systems Theory and Bird Knock at Torrance Art Museum January 12-March 8, and Torrance Theatre Company’s “Into the Woods” in mid-March.

7.
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
7A.
EXCELLENCE IN ARTS


Commissioner Miranda reported that the Excellence in Arts Committee met on December 17, 2007.  He noted that availability of nomination information for awards has been extended to February 1, 2008.  


Commissioner Strehler read the proposed criteria for the Literary Arts category and advised that it would be presented to the Commission for its consideration on January 28, 2008.

7B.
FACILITIES

No report.

7C.
GRANT REVIEW COMMITTEE


No report.

8.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Cultural Services Supervisor Ferguson reported that the juried exhibition Winterium concluded on December 15, 2007, noting that it was well received and had excellent attendance.  She stated that the Museum would be closed until January 12, 2008 when Systems Theory opens in the Main Gallery and Bird Knock in Gallery Two.  She invited Commissioners to attend the opening reception on January 12, 2008 at 7:00 p.m., hosted by the Cultural Arts Center Foundation.

She stated that fall quarter classes have ended and planning is underway for winter classes that begin January 7, 2008.  She distributed fliers regarding Mary Drobney’s lecture series Artful Days that begins January 8, 2008.

Cultural Services Senior Supervisor McClelland thanked Commissioners for their support and encouragement throughout another outstanding year for the Cultural Services Division.  He expressed appreciation to retiring Commissioners Armstrong and Wang for their years of service to the Commission and reviewed some of the projects and programs that were accomplished during their terms of office.

He reported that the Visual Performing Arts guide was distributed last week to every elementary and middle school in Torrance.

9.
ORALS
9A.
Acting Cultural Services Manager Kelso wished Commissioners a happy holiday season and expressed appreciation for the opportunity for his move up position.
9B.
Brad Moylan, Torrance Youth Council, shared information about his involvement in the Torrance Theatre Company, StarLight Productions, and Torrance Robotics Team.


9C.
Commissioners and staff wished each other a happy holiday season and bid a fond farewell to Commissioner Armstrong.

9D.
Commissioner Endo-Roberts stated that she enjoyed Three Phillipino Tenors and the play Nihonmachi.

9E.
Commissioner Strehler stated that she enjoyed the Torrance Artist Guild Christmas party and a cruise to the Mexican Riviera.

9F.
Commissioner Armstrong shared an article about Mexican artist Martin Ramirez and stated that she has been visiting other Commissions.

9G.
Commissioner Miranda stated that he enjoyed Simbang Gabi (Midnight Mass) on December 1, 2007 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel and announced that his step-daughter would be performing in Milan, Italy.

9H.
An audience member expressed safety concerns about the intersection of Del Amo Boulevard and Denker Street and was directed to the Traffic Commission.

9I.
Chairperson Smisek reminded Commissioners that City Council would be honoring Dee Hardison for lifetime achievement on December 18, 2007.  She stated that she enjoyed Councilmember Nowatka’s reading of Twas the Night Before Christmas on December 16, 2007 at Torrance Historical Society Museum and that she has been busy working on projects at Switzer Center.

10.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 7:40 p.m., Commissioner Armstrong moved to adjourn the meeting to Monday, January 28, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.  Commissioner Miranda seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Smisek so ordered.

Approved as Submitted

January 28, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk    (lc)
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