December 15, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Cultural Arts Commission convened in a regular session at 7:03 p.m. on Monday, December 15, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
FLAG SALUTE

Chairperson Strehler led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Bunting, Candioty, Endo-Roberts, Miranda, and Chairperson Strehler.

Absent:
Commissioners Rische and Smisek.

Also Present:

Cultural Services Manager Rappoport and

Cultural Services Senior Supervisor Bell.


MOTION:  Commissioner Miranda moved to grant Commissioners Rische and Smisek excused absences for the December 15, 2008 meeting.  Commissioner Endo-Roberts seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
MOTION:  Commissioner Miranda moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda.  Commissioner Endo-Roberts seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – NOVEMBER 17, 2008
MOTION:  Commissioner Candioty moved to approve the November 17, 2008 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Miranda seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Rische and Smisek).

6.
INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

6A.
DAVID BURKS, CONDUCTOR, TORRANCE CIVIC CHORALE

Cultural Services Manager Rappoport introduced the item and welcomed David Burks, Conductor of Torrance Civic Chorale.


Mr. Burks provided a brief history of the Torrance Civic Chorale and his involvement in it as Conductor since 1991.  He stated that the number of participants in the Chorale has grown from 45 in 1991 to approximately 93 today and that they perform four times a year in the Armstrong Theatre, Wilson Park on 4th of July, Torrance Woman’s Club, Torrance Memorial Holiday Festival, and Perry Park Senior Center in Redondo Beach.  He discussed the Chorale’s extensive travels to Asia, Europe, and Carnegie Hall and plans to go to Vienna, Budapest, and Salzburg in July 2009.  He shared information about the biennial Torrance Invitational Song Festival and described the professions, ages, and nationalities that make up the group.  He distributed programs and encouraged Commissioners to attend “Jubilant Songs of December” on December 12-13, 2008 in the Armstrong Theatre.


Responding to Commissioner Miranda’s inquiry, he described the interview process to be accepted into the Chorale as well as participation in the July 2009 trip to Europe.


At Commissioner Candioty’s request, Mr. Burks provided his personal history before 1991 when he joined the Chorale.

7.
RECURRING BUSINESS
7A.
TORRANCE ART MUSEUM – OPEN HOUSE

Cultural Services Manager Rappoport reported that the assistant curator of Torrance Art Museum has resigned and that she hopes to hire a curator, assistant curator, and preparator in January 2009.  She announced the next exhibition opening on January 24, 2009 that will be a single person show.  She recommended that an open house be considered when the new staff is on board.

8.
NEW BUSINESS
8A.
2009 EXCELLENCE IN ARTS AWARDS  


Chairperson Strehler noted that the following items were included in agenda material:  Chair assignments for 2008, 2009 Excellence in the Arts Awards Criteria and Guidelines, nomination forms, and past award winners.  Commissioners were encouraged to distribute nomination forms to colleagues and acquaintances and it was noted that the only change from last year was the new criteria for the Literary Arts category. 


Following a brief discussion, it was decided to select Chair assignments for the award committees at the January 26, 2008 Commission meeting when there is a full Commission.  Commissioner Miranda stated that he would be unable to attend the January meeting and was interested in chairing the music category.


Chairperson Strehler suggested that Commissioners contact deserving candidates who did not receive awards last year as well as homeowners associations to ask them to place the program opportunity in their newsletters.

8B.
REVIEW UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2009
Cultural Services Manager Rappoport reviewed upcoming events in early 2009 in the material of record that include the Community Arts Grant Program, 2009 Excellence in Arts awards, Torrance Art Museum 2009 exhibits, and Performing Arts programs.  She noted that she is preparing a program modification on the Commission’s behalf for an increase in award amount for the Grant Program.  

9.
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
9A.
EXCELLENCE IN ARTS COMMITTEE

No report.

9B.
FACILITIES COMMITTEE

No report.

9C.
GRANT REVIEW COMMITTEE

No report.

10.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Cultural Services Manager Rappoport noted that the Cultural Services Division Report for November 2008 was included in the agenda material.  She distributed Cultural Excursion bags, Friends of the Arts fans, and catalogs for Eric Johnson’s Maize Project.
Cultural Services Senior Supervisor Bell discussed the Kendo Charter Club holiday luncheon at Wilson Park on December 14, 2008, noting that for the first time in 30 years the group beat the Japan National Team.

11.
ORALS
11A.
Commissioner Endo-Roberts stated that she and her son enjoyed Mallory Lewis & Lamb Chop, “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever,” and the Japanese American National Museum.

11B.
Commissioner Bunting stated that she and her son also enjoyed Mallory Lewis & Lamb Chop as well as the John Beasley Quartet.

11C.
Commissioner Miranda stated that he attended a Lakers game and has listened to his wife read for several parts.

11E.
Commissioner Candioty stated that he is looking forward to the bus ride with Torrance Rose Float Association to see the floats on December 28, 2008.

11F.
Commissioner Candioty stated that a client and Ray Solley, Executive Director of Torrance Cultural Arts Center Foundation, are planning an exciting event in the City.

11G.
Cultural Services Manager Rappoport announced Ethics Training sessions later in the month.


11H.
Chairperson Strehler stated that she attended a Women’s Club meeting and enjoyed a Swiss chorale group called Harmony on December 7, 2008.  She wished everyone a happy holiday season.

12.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 8:14 p.m., Commissioner Candioty moved to adjourn the meeting to Monday, January 26, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.  Commissioner Endo-Roberts seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Strehler so ordered.

Approved as Submitted

January 26, 2009

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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