May 18, 2009

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Cultural Arts Commission convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, May 18, 2009 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
FLAG SALUTE

Commissioner Candioty led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Bunting, Candioty, Endo-Roberts, Miranda, Rische, Smisek, and Chairperson Strehler.

Absent:
None.

Also Present:

Cultural Services Manager Rappoport and

Cultural Services Senior Supervisor Bell.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
MOTION:  Commissioner Smisek moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda.  Commissioner Endo-Roberts seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

5A.
COMMISSION MEETING OF APRIL 20, 2009
MOTION:  Commissioner Candioty moved for the approval of the April 20, 2009 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Miranda seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval. 

6.
INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

6A.
CHRIS WOLFE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, TORRANCE CULTURAL ARTS CENTER FOUNDATION


Mr. Wolfe provided his background and commented that he is looking forward to working with the Commission.  He stated that he is currently working on the season brochure that will come out in June 2009 and that the series will include performances by Jodie Messina, Sheena Easton, and a Rock ‘n Roll Dance Party.


Kurt Weideman, TCACF president, expressed how pleased the Foundation is to welcome Mr. Wolfe as the new Executive Director, provided additional information about the upcoming season, and encouraged Commissioners to attend the Gala.

7.
NEW BUSINESS

7A.
COMMISSION NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS

Cultural Services Manager Rappoport reported that annual elections need to take place in May so that the incoming Chairperson can attend the Chairperson training session in June 2009.  She recommended that the Commission follow past practice and consider nominations based on seniority.

MOTION:  Commissioner Smisek moved to elect Commissioner Miranda for Chairperson of the Cultural Arts Commission for the term beginning July 1, 2009.  Commissioner Candioty seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

MOTION:  Commissioner Miranda moved to elect Commissioner Endo-Roberts for Vice-Chairperson of the Cultural Arts Commission for the term beginning July 1, 2009.  Commissioner Bunting seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

7B.
RECOMMENDATION OF COMMUNITY ARTS GRANTS AWARDS

Commissioner Smisek reported that the Grant Review Committee met on May 18, 2009 and recommends funding as follows:

Art Attack Foundation


$2,000

Culture Shock Los Angeles Dance
$1,000

South Bay Ballet


$1,000

Torrance Symphony Association
$1,000

MOTION:  Commissioner Rische moved to approve the following 2009 Community Arts grants for recommendation to the City Council:  Art Attack Foundation $2,000; Culture Shock Los Angeles Dance $1,000; South Bay Ballet $1,000; and Torrance Symphony Association $1,000.  Commissioner Bunting seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

8.
ON-GOING BUSINESS

8A.
2009 EXCELLENCE IN ARTS AWARDS CEREMONY
Cultural Services Manager Rappoport provided a draft script and brief description for the Excellence in Arts Award Ceremony on May 31, 2009 in the Toyota Meeting Hall.  She noted that Jack Rennie will bring ten Scottish dancers and Stephen West will have four canvases on display.

9.
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
9A.
EXCELLENCE IN ARTS COMMITTEE

Previously discussed.

9B.
FACILITIES COMMITTEE


No report.

9C.
GRANT REVIEW COMMITTEE

Previously discussed.

10.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Cultural Services Manager Rappoport noted that the Cultural Services Division Report for April 2009 was included in the agenda material.  She invited Commissioners to join Torrance Art Museum volunteers on a field trip to the Getty Museum on May 20, 2009 and relayed Regina Klenjoski’s invitation to a rehearsal of “Rage Against the Light” on May 28, 2009. 

Cultural Services Senior Supervisor Bell discussed plans for the May 30, 2009 Baby Boomer Health & Fitness Fair at Wilson Park that includes health screenings and dance and exercise demonstrations.  She stated that she is in the process of renewing contracts instructors.

Cultural Services Consultant Powers reported that the final event for Works in Progress will be May 27, 2009 with Dan Kwong in “It’s Great 2B American.”  He noted that the May 9, 2009 screening of “The Children of the Camps,” presented by the Japanese American Historical Society of Southern California and Torrance Public Library, had over 200 people in attendance. 

He discussed preparations for the June 7, 2009 Ooodles of Noodles Festival that will include a lead off by Nuestras Raices, 17-18 food vendors, Torrance high school student volunteers, and 5-6 organizations.   

11.
ORALS
11A.
Commissioner Bunting stated that went on a camping trip to Joshua Tree.

11B.
Commissioner Rische stated that she enjoyed the Armed Forces Day parade and the United States Navy Band of the Southwest performance on May 15, 2009.

11C.
Commissioner Miranda stated that six students received awards at the Beat the Odds Scholarship Banquet and that he enjoyed “The Last Five Years” in Little Tokyo last week as well as the Philipino-American Symphony Orchestra on May 17, 2009.

11D.
Commissioner Candioty stated that the Armed Forces Day parade was spectacular and is proud that his father was able to participate in it.

11E. 
Commissioner Smisek stated that she enjoyed working with CitiCABLE for Women of the Year luncheon for Switzer Center, participating in Students in Government Day, and attending the Pasadena Design House, the Armed Forces Day parade, and band concert.

11F.
Chairperson Strehler commended Commissioner Smisek for her work with the Youth Council and Students and Government Day and stated that she also enjoyed the Armed Forces Day parade.  She stated that she attended the last Torrance Artists Guild meeting and that they are displaying works of art at the Armstrong Theatre and Library.

11F.
Cultural Services Manager Rappoport stated that the Police Memorial service last week was beautifully done.

12.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 7:53 p.m., Commissioner Candioty moved to adjourn the meeting to Monday, June 15, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.  Commissioner Miranda seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Strehler so ordered.

Approved as Submitted

June 15, 2009

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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